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PREFACE. 


TH  E difcovery  of  a new  hemifphere  by  Chrif- 
topher  Columbus,  and  the  progrefs  of  the 
Spaniards  in  the  conqueft  of  it,  have  been 
defervedly  the  theme  of  a long  feries  of  hiftories  in 
the  feveral  languages  of  Europe ; and  the  fubjedl  has 
been  recently  refumed  and  illuftrated  by  a celebrated 
Writer  among  ourfelves. — It  is  not  therefore  my  in- 
tention to  tread  again  in  fo  beaten  a track,  by  the 
recital  of  occurrences  of  which  few  can  be  ignorant, 
if  the  nobleft  exertions  of  the  human  mind,  produc- 
ing events  the  moft  Engular  and  important  in  the 
hiftory  of  the  world,  arc  ciieumllaiiecs  deierving  ad- 
miration and  enquiry. 

My  attempt,  which  I feel  to  be  fujfEciently  ar- 
duous, is, 

To  prefent  the  Reader  with  an  hiftorical  account 
of  the  origin  and  progrefs  of  the  fettlements  made 
by  our  own  nation  in  the  Weft  Indian  iftands  ; — ■ 
To  explain  their  conftitutional  eftabliftiments, 

internal 


tl 


PREFACE. 

internal  governments,  and  the  political  fyftem  main- 
tained by  Great  Britain  towards  them  ; — 

To  defcribe  the  manners  and  difpofitions  of  the 
prefent  inhabitants,  as  influenced  by  climate,  fltua- 
tion,  and  other  local  caufes ; comprehending  in  this 
part  of  my  book  an  account  of  the  African  flave- 
trade,  fome  obfervations  on  the  negro  character  and 
genius,  and  refletStions  on  the  fyftem  of  flavery  efta- 
bliflied  in  our  colonies 

To  furnifh  a more  comprehenflve  account  than 
has  hitherto  appeared  of  the  agriculture  of  the  Sugar 
Jflands  in  general,,  and  of  their  rich  and  ^valuable 
ftaple  commodities,  fugaf,  indigo,  coffee,  and  - cot- 
ton, in  particular  — Anally, 

To  difplay  the  various  and,  widely  extended 
branches  of  their  commerce ; pointing  out  the  rela- 
-tions  of  each  towards  the  other,  and  towards  the 
•feveral  great  interefts,  the  manufactures,  navigation, 
revenues,  and  lands  of  Great  Britain 

These,  together  with  feveral  collateral  difquifl- 
tions,  are  the  topicks  on  which  I have  endeavoured 
to  collect,  and  convey  to  the  publick,  ufeful  and  ac- 
ceptable information.  Their  importance  will  not 
be  difputed,  and  I have  only  to  lament  that  my  abi- 
lities are  not  more  equal  to  the  talk  I have  under- 
taken. 
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But,  before  I proceed  to  inveftigations  merely 
political  and  commercial,  I have  ventured  on  a re- 
trofpedive  furvey  of  the  Bate  and  condition  of  the 
Weft  >Indian  iftands  when  firft  difcovered  by  Co- 
lumbus ; and  I have  endeavoured  to  delineate  the 
moft  promiuent  features  in  the  character  and  genius 
of  their  ancient  inhabitants.  I was  led  to  a lefearch 
of  this  nature,  not  merely  for  the  purpofe  of  giving 
uniformity  to  my  work,  but  becaufe,  having  reftded 
many  years  in  the  countries  of  which  I write,  I 
prefume  to  think  that  I am  fomewhat  better  quali- 
fied to  judge  of  the  influence  of  climate  and  fitua- 
tion,  on  the  difpofition,  temper,  and  intelleds  of 
their  inhabitants,  than  many  of  thofe  writers,  who, 
without  the  fame  advantage,  have  undertaken  to 
compile  fyftems,  and  eftablifh  conclufions,  on  this 
fubjecft.  I;  conceive  that,  unlefs  an  author  has  had 
the  benefit  of  actual  ..experience  and  perfonal  obfer- 
vation,  neither  genius  nor  induftry  can  at  all  times . 
enable  him  to  guard  againft  the  miftakes  and  mif-- 
reprefentations  of  prejudiced,  ignorant,  or  interefted  ‘ 
men ; to  whofe  authority  he  fubmits,  merely  fromi 
the  want  of  advantages  which  thofe  who  have,  pof- 
feflfed  them,  have  perverted.  He  is  liable  even' to? 
be  mifled  by  pre'ceding  authors,  who  have  under^- 
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taken,  on  no  better  foundation  than  himfelf,  to 
compile  hiftories  and  form  fyftems  on  the  fame  fub- 
jedl : for  when  plauhble  theories  are  deduced,  with 
ingenuity  and  eloquence,  from  fads  confidently  af- 
ferted  ; he  fufpeds  not,  or,  if  he  fufpeds,  is  cau- 
tious of  afferting,  that  the  foundation  itfelf  (as  it 
frequently  happens)  is  without  fupport  ; that  no 
fuch  fads  adually  exift,  or,  if  exifting,  are  acciden- 
tal and  local  peculiarities  only, — not  premifes  of 
fufficient  extent  and  importance  whereon  to  ground 
general  conclufions  and  fyftematical  combination. 

I HAVE  been  induced  to  make  this  remark  from 
perufing  the  fpeculations  of  Monf.  Buffon  and  fome 
other  French  theorifts,  on  the  condition  and  cha- 
rader  of  the  American  nations.  Whether  from  a 
defire  to  lefTen  the  flrong  abhorrence  of  all  mankind 
at  the  cruelties  exercifed  by  the  Spaniards  in  the 
conquefl  of  the  New  World,  or  from  a ftrange  affec- 
tation of  paradox  and  fingularity,  falfely  claiming  the 
honours  of  philofophy,  thofe  writers  have  ventured 
to  affert,  that  the  air  and  climate,  or  other  phyfical 
phenomena,  retard  the  growth  of  animated  nature  in 
the  New  Hemifphere,  and  prevent  the  natives  from 
attaining  to  that  parfedion  at  which  mankind  arrive 
in  the  other  quarters  of  the  globe.  Notwithftand- 
5 ing 


P Pv  E F A C E. 


IX 


ing  the  variety  of  foil,  climate,  and  feafons,  which 
prevail  in  the  feveral  great  provinces  of  North  and 
South  America  ; — notwithflanding  that  the  aborigi- 
nal inhabitants  were  divided  into  a great  many  diffe- 
rent tribes,  and  diftinguilhed  alfo  by  many  different 
languages  ; it  is  pretended  that  all  thofe  various 
tribes  were  uniformly  inferior,  in  the  faculties  of 
the  mind  and  the  capacity  of  improvement,  to  the 
reft  of  the  human  fpecies ; that  they  were  creatu  res 
of  no  conftderation  in  the  book  of  Nature; — denied 
the  reftned  invigorating  fentiment  of  love, — and  not 
poffeffing  even  any  very  powerful  degree  of  animal  de- 
lire  towards  multiplying  their  fpecies.  The  author  of 
a lyftem  entitled  ‘ Recherches  Philofophiques  fur  les 
Americatns  ’ declares,  with  unexampled  arrogance, 
that  there  never  has  been  found,  throughout  the 
whole  extent  of  the  New  World,  a ftngle  individual 
of  fuperior  fagacity  to  the  reft.  And  the  fcope  of 
his  treatife  is  to  demonftrate,  that  the  poor  favages 
were  a<ftuated,  not  by  reafon,  but  by  a fort  of  ani- 
mal inpLinc]; ; that  Nature,  having  beftowed  on  the 
whole  fpecies  a certain  fmall  degree  of  intclledl,  to 
which  they  all  individually  attain,  placed  an  infur- 
mountable  barrier  againft  their  further  progrefs 
of  courfe,  that  they  are  not  (properly  fpeaking)  ?7teny 
Vox.  I.  b but 
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but  beings  of  a fecondary  and  fubordinate  rank  in 
the  fcale  of  creation. 

Although  our  own  learned  Hiftorianf^d  is  much 
too  enlightened  to  adopt,  in  their  fulleft  extent, 
thefe  opinions ; — which  cannot,  indeed,  be  read 
without  indignation; — yet  it  is  impoflible  to  deny, 
that  they  have  had  fome  degree  of  influence  in  the 
general  eftimate  which  he  has  framed  of  the  Ameri- 
can charadler : for  he  afcribes  to  all  the  natives  of 
the  New  -World  many  of  thofe  imperfedions  on 
which  the  fyftem  in  queftion  is  founded;  and  re- 
peatedly afferts,  that  “ the  qualities  belonging  to 
the  people  of  all  the  different  tribes  may  be  painted 
with  the  fame  features  With  this  bias  on 

his  pen,  it  is  not  wonderful  that  this  author  is  fome- 
times  chargeable  with  repugnancy  and  contradic- 
tion. Thus  we  are  told  that  “ the  Americans  are, 
in  an  amazing  degree,  ftrangers  to  the  firft  inftind: 
of  nature  (a  paflion  for  the  fex),  and,  in  every  part 
of  the  Nem  Worlds  treat  their  women  with  cold- 
nefs  and  indifference  (c)»^  Yet  we  find  foon  after- 
wards, that,  “ m fome  countries  of  the  New  JVorld^ 
the  women  are  valued  and  admired,  the  animal 

(a)  Dr.  Robertfon.  (b)  Hiftory  of  America,  Vol.  I.  p.  280  and  283. 

(c)  P.  292. 
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paflion  of  the  fexes  becomes  ardent,  and  the  diiTolu- 
tion  of  their  manners  is  excefllve  (d)^  It  is  elfe- 
where  obferved,  that  “ the  Americans  ■were  not 
only  averfe  to  toil,  but  incapable  of  it,  and  funk 
under  talks  which  the  people  of  the  other  continent 
would  have  performed  with  eafe ; and  it  is  added, 
that  “ this  feeblenefs  of  conftitution  was  univerfal^ 
and  may  be  confidered  as  charaSleriftick  of  the 
fpecies  It  appears,  however,  in  a fubfequent 

page,  that  “ wherever  the  Americans  have  been 
gradually  accuftomed  to  hard  labour,  their  confti- 
tutions  become  robuft  enough  to  equal  any  effort 
of  the  natives  either  of  Africa  or  Europe  (f)"^ 
Perfonal  debility,  therefore,  could  not  have  been 
the  peculiar  charadlerihick  of  the  American  fpecies  ; 
for  the  human  frame,  in  every  part  of  the  globe, 
acquires  flirength  by  gradual  employment,  and  is 
comparatively  feeble  without  it. 

Again  : Among  the  qualities  which  the  Hifto- 
rian  conhders  as  univerfally  predominant  in  the 
Americans,  he  afcribes  to  them,  in  a remarkable 
degree,  a hardnefs  of  heart  and  a brutal  infenfibility 
to  the  fulFerings  of  their  fellow-creatures  (g), 

(d)  Kiftory  of  America,  Vol.  I.  p.  296. 

(/)  P*  294.  (g)  P.  405. 
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So  little  (he  obfcrves)  is  the  breail  of  a favagc 
fufceptible  of  thofe  fentinients  which  prompt  men 
to  that  feeling  attention  which  mitigates  diftrefs, 
ill  fome  provinces  of  America  the  Spaniards  -have 
found  it  neceffary  to  enforce  the  common  duties  of 
liumanity  by  pofitive  laws  f/jJ”  Neither  is  this 
account  of  their  inflexibility  confined  to  the  fero- 
cious barbarian  of  the  northern  provinces,  or  to  the 
miferable  outcafl:  of  Terra  del  Fuego.  The  author 
extends  his  defcription  to  all  the  uncivilized  in- 
habitants of  the  New  Hemifphere.  It  conflitutcs 
a flriking  feature  in  his  general  eflimate;  for  he 
eflabliflies  it  as  a fixed  principle,  that  “ in  every 
part  of  the  deportment  of  man  in  his  favage  flate, 
whether  towards  his  equals  of  the  human  fpecies, 
or  tov/ards  the  animals  below  him,  we  recognize 
the  fame  charadter,  and  trace  the  operations  of  a 
mind  intent  on  its  own  gratifications,  and  regulated 
by  its  own  caprice,  without  much  attention  or  fen- 
fibility  to  the  fentiments  and  feelings  of  the  beings 
around  him 

Certainly  the  learned  Author,  while  employed 
in  this  reprefentation,  had  wholly  forgotten  the  ac- 
count which  he  had  before  given  of  the  firfi:  inter- 

(h)  Hiftory  of  America,  Vol.  I.  p.  406.  (i)  P.407. 
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view  between  the  Spaniards  and  the  natives  of  Hif- 
paniola,  when  a fhip  of  Columbus  was  wrecked  on 
that  ifland.  “As  foon  (fays  the  Hiftorian)  as  they 
heard  of  the  difafler,  they  crouded  to  the  (hore, 
with  their  prince  Giiacanahari  at  their  head.  In- 
ftead  of  taking  advantage  of  the  diftrefs  in  which 
they  beheld  the  Spaniards,  to  attempt  any  thing  to 
their  detriment,  they  lamented  their  misfortune 
tears  of  fine  ere  condolence.  Not  fatisfied  v/ith  this 
unavailing  expreflion  of  their  fympathy,  they  put 
to  fea  a vaft  number  of  canoes,  and,  under  the  di- 
rection of  the  Spaniards,  affifted  in  faving  whatever 
could  be  got  out  of  the  wreck  ; and  by  the  united 
labour  of  fo  many  hands,  almoll  every  thing  of 
value  was  carried  afhore.  Guacanahari  in  perfon 
took  charge  of  the  goods,  and  prevented  the  multi- 
tude not  only  from  embezzling,  but  even  from  in- 
fpecting  too  curioufly  what  belonged  to  their  guefts. 
Next  morning  this  prince  vihted  Columbus,  a7id 
endeavoured  to  confole  him  for  his  lofs  by  offering  all 
that  he  poffeffed  to  repair  it,^'‘ 

Thus  exceptions  prefent  themfelves  to  every  ge- 
neral conclufion,  until  we  are  burthened  with  their 
variety : — And  at  laft  we  end  juft  where  we  began; 
for  the  wonderful  uniformity  which  is  faid  to  have 
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diftinguiflied  the  American  Indians,  appears  to  be 
as  little  founded  in  nature,  as  it  is  fupported  by- 
analogy. 

Of  the  other  branches  of  my  work,  great  part, 
I prefume  to  think,  will  be  new  to  many  of  my 
readers.  I have  not  met  with  any  book  that  even 
pretends  to  furnifh  a comprehenlive  and  fatisfadlory 
account  of  the  origin  and  progrefs  of  our  national 
fettlements  in  the  tropical  parts  of  America.  The 
fyftem  of  agriculture  praAifed  in  the  Weft  Indies, 
is  almoft  as  much  unknown  to  the  people  of  Great 
Britain  as  that  of  Japan.  They  know,  indeed,  that 
fugaf,  and  indigo,  and  coffee,  and  cotton,  are  raifed 
and  produced  there;  but  they  are  very  generally, 
and  to  a furpriftngdegree,  uninformed  concerning  the 
method  by  which  thofe  and  other  valuable  commo- 
dities'are  cultivated  and  brought  to  perfedlion.  So 
remarkable  indeed  is  the  want  of  information  in  this 
refpedl,  even  among  perfons  of  the  moft  extenftve 
general  knowledge,  that  in  a law  queftion  which 
came  by  appeal  fr(3m  one  of  the  Sugar  Idands  a few 
years  ago,  the  noble  and  learned  lord  who  prelidcd 
at  the  hearing,  thinking  it  neceft'ary  to  give  fome 
account  of  the  nature  of  rum  and  melaft'es  (much 
being  ftated  in  the  pleadings  concerning  the  value 
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of  thofe  commodities)  aiTured  Iiis  auditors  v/itli 
great  folemnity,  that  “ melaffes  was  the  rav/  and 
unconcodled  juice  extracted  from  the  cane,  and 
from  which  fugar  was  afterwards  made  by  boil- 
ing!”  (k) 

On  the  fubjedl  of  the  Have  trade,  and  its  conco- 
mitant circumftances,  fo  much  has  been  faid  of  late 
by  others,  that  it  may  be  fuppofed  there  remains 
but  little  to  be  added  by  me.  It  is  certain,  how- 
ever, that  my  account,  both  of  the  trade  and  the 
fituation  of  the  enflaved  negroes  in  the  Britidi  co- 
lonies, differs  very  effentially  from  the  reprefenta- 
tions  that  have  been  given,  not  only  in  a great  va- 
riety of  pamphlets  and  other  publications,  but  alfo 
by  -many  of  the  witneffes  that  were  examined  be- 
fore the  houfe  of  commons.  The  publick  muff 
judge  between  us,  and  I Ihould  be  in  no  pain  about 
the  refult,  if  the  characters  of  fome  of  thofe  perfons 
who  have  flood  forth  on  this  occafion  as  accufers 
of  the  refident  planters,  were  as  well  known  in 
Great  Britain,  as  they  are  in  the  Weft  Indies.  What 
I have  written  on  thefe  fubjeCts  has  at  leaft  this 
advantage,  that  great  part  of  my  obfervations  are 

ft 

(i)  1 give  this  anecdote  on  the  authority  of  a Jamaica  gentleman  who  was 
prefent  j a perfon  of  undoubted  veracity. 

founded 
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founded  on  perfonal  knowledge  and  adlual  expe- 
rience : and  with  regard  to  the  manners  and  difpo- 
fitions  of  the  native  Africans,  as  diflingu idled  by 
national  habits,  and  characderiftick  features,  I ven- 
ture to  think,  that  my  remarks  will  be  found  both 
new  and  interefting. 

After  all,  my  did;  objcdt  has  been  truth,  not 
novelty.  I have  endeavoured  to  collect  ufeful 
knowledge  wherefoever  it  lay,  and  when  I found 
books  that  could  fupply  what  I fought,  I have 
fometinaes  been  content  to  adopt,  without  alteration, 
what  was  thus  furnidied  to  my  hands.  Thus,  ex- 
tracts and  paffages  from  former  writers  occupy 
fome  of  my  pages;  and  not  having  always  been 
careful  to  note  the  authorities  to  which  I reforted, 
I find  it  now  too  late  to  afeertain  the  full  extent 
of  my  obligations  of  this  kind.  They  may  be 
traced  moft  frequently,  I believe,  in  the  drft  and 
lad;  parts  of  my  work:  In  the  fird,  becaufe,  when 
I began  my  talk,  I had  lefs  confidence  in  my  own 
refources  than  I found  afterwards,  when  practice 
had  rendered  writing  familiar  to  me;  and  in  the 
laft,  becaufe,  when  my  labours  grew  near  to  a con- 
clufion,  I became  weary,  and  was  glad  to  get  af- 
liflance  wherefoever  it  oft'ered. 
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From  livmg  rather  than  from  wf'-itten  informa- 
tion, liowever,  have  I generally  fought  afliftance, 
v/'hen  my  own  refources  have  proved  deficient;  and 
it  is  my  good  fortune  to  boail  an  acquaintance  with 
men,  to  w-hom,  for  local  and  commercial  knowledge, 
our  ilatefmen  and  fenators  might  refort,  with  credit 
to  themfelves  and  advantage  to  the  publick.  On  this 
occafion,  neither  the  gratitude  which  I owe  for  fa- 
vours befiowed,  nor  the  pride  which  I feel  from  the 
honour  of  his  friendfiiip,  will  allow,  me  to  conceal 
the  name  of  Edward  Long,  Efquire,  the  author  of 
the  Jamaica  Hiftory,  to  whom  I am  firfi:  and  prin- 
cipally indebted ; and  who,  with  the  liberality 
which  alv/aysiaccompanies  true  genius,  has  been  as 
careful  to  correct  my  errors,  and  afilduous  to  fupply 
my  defedts,  as  if  his  own  well-earned  reputation 
had  depended  on  the  ifiue.  . , : 

- For  great  part  ofithe  materials  which  compofe 
the  Hifiory  of  Grenada,  I am  under  obligations  to 
Thomas  Campbell,  Efquire,  formerly  fpeaker  of 
the  afiembly  of  that  ifiand,  who,  through  means 
of  a friend,  furnifiied  fuch  anfwers  to  queries  that 
I fent  him,  as  encourage  me  to  pr^ent  that  portion 
of  my  work  to  the  publick  with  a confidence  which 
I dare  not  afiume  in  my  account  of  fome  other  of 
VoL.  I.  c the 
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the  iflands.  Yet,  even  with  regard  to  mod  of 
thefe,  I have  no  caufe  to  complain  that  afliftance 
has  been  oftentimes  denied  me.  Concerning  Bar- 
badoes  and  Saint  Chriftopher’s  in  particular,  I have 
been  favoured  with  much  accurate  and  acceptable 
information,  by  John  Braithwaite  and  Alexander 
Douglas,  .Efquires,  gentlemen  who  are  intimately 
acquainted  with  the  concerns  of  thofe  colonies ; 
and  the  polite  and  cheerful  readinefs  with  which 
they  fatisfied  my  enquiries,,  entitle  them  to  this 
publick  teftimony  of  my  thanks. 

The  fame  tribute  is  mod  juflly  due  to  Benjamin: 
Vaughan  and  George  Hibbert,  Efquires,  merchants 
of  London,  for  many  excellent  and  important  re- 
marks, and  much  valuable  matter  ; which,  at  length, 
have  enabled  me  to  look  back  on  the  commercial 
diiquidtions  in  the  lad  book,  with  a degree  of  fa- 
tisfadiion  that  at  one  period  I defpaired  of  obtain- 
ing ; being  well  apprized  that  this  part  of  my  work 
will,  on  many  accounts,  be  mod  obnoxious  to  cri- 
ticifm.  That  it  is  now  rendered  free  from  mif- 
takes,  I do  not  indeed  pretend.  In  all  refearches 
of  a political  and  commercial  nature,  the  bed  au- 
thorities are  fometimes  fallible  ; and  there  is  fre- 
quently much  difference  both  in  general  opinion 
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and  particular  computation  between  thofe  who  are 
equally  folicitous  for  the  difcovery  of  truth.  The 
fads,  however,  that  I have  colledcd  cannot  fail  to 
be  of  ufe,  whether  the  concluhons  I have  drawn 
from  them  be  well  founded  or  not. 

I MIGHT  here  clofe  this  introdudory  difcourfe, 
and  leave  my  book  to  the  candour  of  my  readers; 
but  having  made  my  acknowledgments  to  thofe 
gentlemen  who  have  given  me  their  kind  afliftance 
in  the  compilation  of  it;  and  feeling,  in  common 
with  all  the  inhabitants  of  the  Britifh  Weft  Indies, 
a juft  fenfe  of  indignation  at  the  malignant  and 
unmerited  afperfions  which  are  daily  and  hourly 
thrown  upon  the  planters,  for  fuppofed  improper 
and  inhuman  treatment  of  their  African  labourers ; 
I ftiould  ill  acquit  myfelf,  as  the  hiftoriaji  of  thofe 
colonies,  if  I omitted  this  opportunity  of  giving 
my  teftimony  to  the  fulnefs  of  their  gratitude, 
their  honeft  pride  and  lively  fenftbility,  at  behold- 
ing, in  a Son  of  their  beloved  Sovereign,  the  gene- 
rous aftertor  of  their  rights,  and  the  ftrenuous  and 
able  defender  of  their  injured  charaders,  and  in- 
fulted  honour!  The  condefcending  and  unfolicited 
interpofttion  of  the  Duke  of  Clarence  on  this  oc- 
eafton,  is  the  more  valuable,  as,  happily  for  the 
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planters,  it  is  founded  on  his  Royal  Kighnefs’s  per- 
fonal  obfervation  of  their  manners,  and  knowledge 
of  their  difpolitions,  acquired  on  the  fpot.  Thus- 
patronized  and  protected,  , while  they  treat  with, 
filent  fcorn  and  deferved  contempt  the  bafe  efforts, 
of  thofe  perfons  who,  without  the  Icafl:  knowledge, 
of  the  fubjedl,  affail  them  v/ith  obloquy  and  out- 
rage, they  find  a dignified  fupport,  in  the  confei- 
oufnefs  - of  their  own  innocence,  even  under  the 
mifguided  zeal  and  unfavourable  prepoffefiions  of 
better  men.  It  might  indeed  be  hoped,  for  the  in- 
terefls  of  truth  and  humanity,  that  fuch  men  woulff 
now  frankly  acknowledge  their  error,  and  ingenu- 
oufly  own,  that  we  have  been  moft  cruelly  tra- 
duced, and  igncminioufly  treated ; or  if  this  be  too 
much  to  iffk,  we  may  at  leaft  expect  that  gentlemem 
of  education  and  candour  will  no  longer  perfift  in 
affording  countenance  to  the  vulgar  prejudices  ofi 
the  envious  and  illiberal,  by  giving  currency  to 
fuggeftions  which  they  cannot  pofilbly  know  to  be 
true,  and  which  we  know  to  be  falfe,. 

London,  1793.. 
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HE  fale  of  a large  impreflion  of  this  Work^  in 


JL  little  more  than  twelve  months,  having  induced 
the  Bookfeller  to  publifli  a fecond  edition,  I have 
availed  myfelf  of  the  opportunity  of  correcting  feveral 
errors  which  had  crept  into  the  firft ; but  I have  not 
found  it  necelTary  to  enlarge  my  Book  with  any  new 
matter  of  my  own,  worthy  of  mention.  The  only 
additions  of  importance  are  a few  notes  and  illuftra- 
tions,  with  which  the  kindnefs  of  friends  has  enabled 
me  to  fupply  fome  of  my  deficiencies.  I have  thought 
it  proper,  however,  in  that  part  of  the  Sixth  Book 
which  treats  of  the  commercial  fyftem,  to  infert  a copy 
of  the  provifional  bill  prefented  to  the  Houfe  of  Com- 
mons in  March  1782,  by  the  Right  Hon.  William 
PiTTj  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  for  the  purpofe  of 
reviving  the  beneficial  intercourfe  that  exifted  before 
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the  late  American  war,  between  the  United  States  and 
the  Britifli  Sugar  Iflands.  This  bill,  through  the  in- 
fluence of  popular  prejudice  and  other  caufes,  was 
unfortunately  loft.  Had  it  pafled  into  a law,  it  would 
probably  have  faved  from  the  horrors  of  famine 
fifteen  thoufand  unoffending  Negroes,  who  miferably 
periftied  (in  Jamaica  alone)  from  the  fad  effedts  of  the 
fatal  reftridtive  fyftem  which  prevailed ! The  publica- 
tion of  this  bill,  therefore,  is  difcharging  a debt  of 
juftice  to  the  Minifter  and  myfelf : to  Mr.  Pitt,  be- 
caufe  it  proves  that  his  firft  ideas  on  this  queftion  were 
founded  on  principles  of  found  policy  and  humanity ; 
to  myfelf,  becaufe  it  gives  me  an  opportunity  of  fhew- 
ing  that  the  fentiments  which  I have  exprefled  on  the 
fame  fubjedl  are  juftified  by  his  high  authority. 

This  is  not  a bufinefs  of  felfifhnefs  or  faction  ; nor 
(like  many  of  thofe  queftions  which  are  daily  moved 
in  Parliament  merely  to  agitate  and  perplex  govern- 
ment) can  it  be  difmifled  by  a vote.  It  will  come  for- 
ward again  and  again,  and  haunt  adminiftration  in  a 
thoufand  hideous  fhapes,  until  a more  liberal  policy 
fliall  take  place ; for  no  folly  can  poflibly  exceed  the 
notion  that  any  meafures  purfued  by  Great  Britain  will 
prevent  the  American  States  from  having,  time  or 
cther-i  a commercial  intercourfe  with  our  Weft  Indian 
territories  on  their  own  terms.  With  a chain  of  coaft 
of  twenty  degrees  of  latitude,  poffefling  the  fineft  har- 
bours for  the  purpofe  in  the  world,  all  lying  fo  near  to 
the  Sugar  Colonies,  and  the  track  to  Europe, — with  a 
6 country 
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country  abounding  in  every  thing  the  Iflands  have 
occafion  for,  and  which  they  can  obtain  no  where 
elfe ; — all  thefe  circumftances,  neceflarily  and  na- 
turally lead  to  a commercial  intercourfe  between  our 
Iflands  and  the  United  States.  It  is  true,  we  may  ruin 
our  Sugar  Colonies,  and  ourfelves  alfo,  in  the  attempt  to 
prevent  it;  but  it  is  an  experiment  which  God  and  Na- 
ture have  marked  out  as  impoflible  to  fucceed.  The* 
prefent  reftraining  fyftem  is  forbidding  men  to  help 
each  other:  men  who,  by  their  neceffities,  their  climate 
and  producStions,  are  {landing  in  perpetual  need  of 
mutual  affiftance,  and  able  to  fupply  it. 

I WRITE  with  the  freedom  of  Hillory ; — for  it  is  the 
caufe  of  humanity  that  I plead. — At  the  fame  time 
there  is  not  a man  living  who  is  more  defirous  than 
myfelf  of  teftifying,  by  every  poffible  meansj  the  fen- 
libility  and  affedlion  which  are  due  to  our  gracious 
Sovereign,  for  that  paternal  folicitude  and  munificent 
interpofition,  in  favour  of  his  remotefl  fubjedls,  to 
which  it  is  owing  that  the  Bread  Fruit,  and  other  va- 
luable produdlions  of  the  moft  diftant  regions,  now 
flourifh  in  the  Britilh  Weft  Indies.  Thefe  are  indeed 
“ imperial  works,  and  worthy  kings.”  After  feveral  un- 
fuccefsfiil  attempts,  the  introdu6lion  of  the  Bread  Fruit 
was  happily  accompliftied,  in  January  1793,  by  the  ar- 
rival at  St.  Vincent  of  his  Majefty’s  fliip  Providence,  Cap- 
tain William  Bligh,  and  the  Afliftant  brig.  Captain 
Nathaniel  Portlock,  from  the  South  Seas;  having 
cn  board  many  hundreds  ofthofe  trees,  and  a vaft  num- 
ber 
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ber  of  other  choice  and  curious  plants,  in  a very 
flourifliing  condition ; all  which  have  been  properly 
diftributed  through  the  illands  of  St.  Vincent  and 
Jamaica,  and  already  afford  the  plealing  profpedt  that 
his  Majefty’s  goodnefs  will  be  felt  to  the  molt  diftant 
period*. The  cultivation  of  thefe  valuable  exoticks 
willj  without  doubt,  in  a courfe  of  years,  lefien  the 
de])cndence  of  the  Sugar  Iflands  on  North  America  for 
food  and  nec’eflaries;  and  not  oilly  fupply  fubfiftenoe  for 
future  generation sj  hut  probably  furnifli  frefli  incite- 
ments to  indufl;ry,.new  improvements  in  the  arts,  and 
new  fubjedts  of  commerce  ! 

The  AffenTbly  of  Jamaica,  co-operating  with  the 
benevolent  intentions  of  his  Majefty,  have  lately  pur- 
chafed  the  magnificent  botanical  garden  of  Mr.  Eaftf, 
and  placed  it  on  the  publick  eftablifliment,  under  the 
care  of  fkilful  gardeners,  one  of  whom  circumnavi- 

V '■ 

* Extra<5l  of  a letter  to  Sir  Joseph  Banks,  from  die  Botanick  Gar- 
dener in  Jamaica  j dated  December  1793. 

“ All  the  trees  under  my  charge  are  thriving  with  the  greateft  luxuriance.  Some 
of  the  Bread  p'ruit  are  upwards  of  eleven  feet  high,  with  leaves  thirty-fix  inches 
long;  and  my  fuccefs  in  cultivating  them  has  exceeded  my  moft  fanguine  expec- 
tations. The  Cinnamon  Tree  is  become  very  common,  and  Mangoes  are  in 
fuch  plenty  as  to  be  planted  in  the  negro-grounds.  There  are  alfo  feveral  bear- 
ing trees  of  the  Jaack  or  baftard  bread-fruit,  which  is  exadfly  the  fame  as  the 
Nanka  of  Timor.  We  have  one  Nutmeg  Plant,  which  is  rather  fickly,  &c.  &c.” 

t On  the  death  of  Hinton  East,  Efq.  the  founder  of  the  botanick  garden,  it 
became  the  property  of  his  nephew,  Edward  Hyde  East,  Efq.  barrifter  at 
law,  and  member  of  parliament  for  Great  Bedwin,  who  with  great  generofity 
offered  it  to  the  Affembly  of  Jamaica,  for  the  ufe  of  the  publick,  at  their  own 
price. 
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gated  the  globe  with  Captain  Bligh.  I might  there- 
fore have  confiderably  enlarged  the  Hortus  Eajlenfis  an- 
nexed to  the  Firft  Volume  of  this  Work,  but  the  parti- 
culars did  not  come  to  my  hands  in  time.  However, 
that  the  lovers  of  natural  hiftory  may  not  be  wholly 
difappointed,  I fliall  fubjoin  to  this  Preface  a Catalogue 
of  the  more  rare  and  valuable  exoticks  which  now 
flourifh  in  Jamaica.  The  prefent  improved  Bate  of 
botany  in  that  ill  and  will  thus  be  feen  at  one  view. 

In  contemplating  this  difplay  of  induftry  and 
fcience,  and  offering  the  tribute  of  grateful  venera- 
tion to  that  Sovereign  under  whofe  royal  patronage 
and  bounty  fo  many  valuable  produdtions  have  been 
conveyed  in  a growing  If  ate  from  one  extremity  of  the 
world  to  the  other,  it  is  impoBible  that  the  inhabi- 
tants of  the  Britilh  Welt  Indies  can  forget  how  much 
alfo  is  due  to  Sir  Joseph  Banks,  the  Prefident  of  the 
Royal  Society ; by  whofe  warm  and  unwearied  exertions 
the  fecond  voyage  to  the  South  Seas  was  determined 
on,  after  the  firll  had  proved  abortive.  Among  all  the 
labours  of  life,  if  there  is  one  purfuit  more  replete 
than  any  other  with  benevolence,  more  likely  to  add 
comforts  to  exiif  ing  people,  and  even  to  augment  their 
numbers  by  augmenting  their  means  of  fubfilfence,  it 
is  certainly  that  of  fpreading  abroad  the  bounties  of 
creation,  by  tranfplanting  from  one  part  of  the  globe 
to  another  fuch  natural  productions  as  are  likely  to 
prove  beneficial  to  the  interefts  of  humanity.  In  this 
generous  efi:brt.  Sir  Joseph  Banks  has  employed  a 
confiderable  part  of  his  time,  attention,  and  fortune ; 
VojL.  I.  d and 
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.raid  tiic  fiicccfs  which,  in  many  cafes,  has  crow’ncd 
his  endeavours,  will  be  felt  in  the  enjoyments,  and 
rewarded  by  the  bleffings,  of  pofterity. 

On  the  whole,  the  introduction  of  the  Bread  Fruit 
and  other  plants  from  the  South  Sea  Iflands — the  mu- 
nificence difplayed  by  His  Majesty  in  caufing  the 
voyage  to  be  undertaken  by  which  it  was  finally  ac- 
compliflied — the  liberality  and  judgment  of  thofe  who 
advifed  it — and  the  care  and  attention  manifefted  by 
thofe  who  were  more  immediately  entrufted  with  the 
conduct  of  it,  are  circumftances  that  claim  a diflin- 
guifliedr place,  and  eonflitute  an  important  era  in  the 
Hiflory.of  the  BritiRi  Weft  Indies ! 

Having  faid  thus  much  in  honour  of  my  country- 
men, it  is.  but  juftice  to  obferve,  that  the  French  na- 
tion (whilft  a government  exifted  among  them)  began 
to  m.anifeft  a noble  fpirit  of  emulation  in  the  fame  li- 
beral purfuit.  It  is  to  the  induftry  of  the  French  that 
Jamaica  (as  will  be  feen  in  the  Hiftory  of  that  Ifland) 
owes  the  Cinnamon,  the  Mango,  and  fome  other  de- 
licious Spices  and  Fruits.  Among  other  branches  of 
the  vegetable  kingdom,  introduced  by  them  into  their 
Weft  Indian  pofleffions,  they  reckoned  three  different 
fpecies  of  the  Sugar  Cane,  all  of  which  were  previoufly 
unknown  to  the  planters  and  inhabitants.  I have,  in 
a note  to  page  204  of  the  fecond  volume  of  this  edition, 
obferved,  that  Sir  Joseph  Banks  had  fatisfied  me  that 
inch  varieties  did  exift ; but  I was  not  then  apprized 
that  their  cultivation  had  been  fuccefsfully  attempted 
, in  any  of  our  own  Iflands,  By  the  kindnefs  of  Ad- 
miral 
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sniral  Sir  John  Laforey,  Baronet,  I am  now  enabled 
to  gratify  my  readers  with  fuch  full  and  authentick  in- 
formation on  this  fubjedt,  as  cannot  fail  to  be  highly 
acceptable  to  every  inhabitant  of  the  Well;  Indies. 

Thefe  Canes  were  originally  introduced  into  Mar- 
tinico;  and  it  was  a fortunate  circumilance  that  the 
dillinguidied  officer  whom  I have  named  commanded 
about  that  time  on  the  naval  Bation  at  Antigua, 
it  was  equally  fortunate  that,  with  a love  of  natural 
knowledge,  he  poffielTed  plantations  in  the  iBand  laft- 
mentioned ; for  it  is  extremely  probable,  from  the 
difturbances  and  diftradlions  which  have  prevailed 
ever  lince  in  every  one  of  the  French  Colonies,  that 
there  would  xiot  at  this  time  have  been  found  a trace 
of  thefe  plants  in  any  part  of  the  Weft  Indies,  if  Sir 
John  Laforey  had  not  perfonally  attended  to  their 
prefervation.  With  the  account  which  his  iwlitenefs 
has  enabled  me  to  prefent  to  the  Publick,  I ffiall  con- 
clude this.  Introductory  Difcourfe. 

Remarks  on  the  East  India  and  other  CANES  imported 
into  the  French  Charaibean  IJlandsy  and  lately  introduced 
into  the  IJland  of  Antigua,  by  AS/rJoHN  Laforey,  Bart. 

One  fort  was  brought  from  the  Illand  of  Bourbon, 
reported  by  the  French  to  be  the  growth  of  the  coaft 
of  Malabar. 

“ Another  fort  from  the  illand  of  Otaheite. 

Another  fort  from  Batavia, 

The  two  former  are  much  alike,  both  in  their  ap- 
pearance and  growth;  but  that  of  Otaheite  is  faid  to 
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make  the  fineft  fngar.  They  are  nmch  larger  than 
thofe  of  oitr  Iflands,  the  joints  of  fome  meafur- 
ing  eight  or  nine  inches  long,  and  lix  in  circumfe- 
rence. 

‘‘  Theip.  colour,  and  that  of  their  leaves  alfo,  differs 
from  ours,  being  of  a pale  green  ; their  leaves  broader, 
their  points  falling  towards  the  ground  as  they  grow 
out,  inftead  of  being  eredf  like  thofe  of  our  lllands. 
Their  juice  alfo,  when  ^expreffed,  differs  from  that  of 
our  Canes ; being  of  a very  pale,  inftead  of  a deep 
green  colour.  I caufed  one  of  the  largeft  of  thefe 
Canes  to  be  cut,  at  what  I deemed  its  full  growth,  and 
likewife  one  of  the  largeft  of  the  Ifland  Canes  that 
could  be  found  upon  each  of  three  other  plantations. 
When  they  were  properly  trimmed  for  grinding,  I 
had  them  weighed:  the  Malabar  Canes  weighed  up- 
wards of  feven  pounds  ; neither  of  the  other  three  ex- 
ceeded four  pounds  and  a quarter. 

‘‘  They  are  ripe  enough  to  grind  at  the  age  of  ten 
months ; a few  cut  for  a trial  by  my  manager,  above 
twelve  rnonths  old,  were  judged  to  have  loft  part  of 
their  juices,  by  ftanding  too^long. 

“ They  appear  to  ftand  the  dry  weather  better  than 
ours ; I obferved,  that  after  a drought  of  a long  con- 
tinuance, when  the  leaves  of  our  own  Canes  began  to 
turn  brown  at  their  points,  thefe  continued  their  co- 
lour throughout. 

“ A GENTLEMAN  of  Montferrat  had  fome  plants 
given  to  him  by  Monfteur  Pinnel,  one  of  the  moft  con- 
liderable  planters  of  Guadaloupe,  who  told  him  he  had, 
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in  the  preceding  year  (1792)  in  which  an  exceeding 
great  drought  had  prevailed,  planted  amongfl  a large 
field  of  the  Illand  Canes  half  an  acre  of  thefe  ; that  the 
want  of  rain,  and  the  borer ^ had  damaged  the  former 
fo  much,  that  he  could  not  make  fugar  from  them, 
but  the  latter  had  produced  him  three  hogflaeads. 

‘‘  In  the  fpring  of  this  year  (1794)  a trial  was  made 
of  the  Malabar  Canes,  on  one  of  my  plantations  ; 

160  bunches  from  holes  of  five  feet  fquare  were  cut, 
they  produced  upwards  of  350  lbs.  of  very  good 
fugar  (a  fample  of  which  I fent  to  Mr.  Edwards*)  the 
juice  came  into  fugar  in  the  teache,  in  much  lefs 
time  than  is  ufually  required  for  that  of  the  other 
Canes,  and  threw  up  very  little  fcum.  The  produce 
was  in  the  proportion  of  3,500 lbs.  to  an  acre;  the 
weather  had  then  been  fo  very  dry,  and  the  borer  fo 
defirudtive,  that  I am  fure  no  one  part  of  that  planta- 
tion would  have  yielded  above  half  that  quantity  from 
the  other  Canes,  in  the  fame  fpace  of  ground.  We  had 
not  then  the  benefit  of  the  new-invented  clarifiers, 
which,  though  imported,  had  not  been  fixed  up  for 
want  of  time. 

‘‘  The  French  complain  that  thefe  Canes  do  not 
yield  a fuflicient  quantity  of  field  trafli,  to  boil  the 
juice  into  fugar;  to  this,  and  to  their  never  throwing 

* The  fugar  is  extraordinarily  goodj  the  colour  bright,  and  the  grain,  though 
not  fo  large  as  in  the  heft  St.  Kitt’s  fugar,  ftrong.  I am  perfuaded  that  no  raw 
fugar  will  anfwer  better  for  the  refinery. 
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up  an  arrow,  I think  their  fuperior  fize  may  in  good 
meafure  be  attributed.  This  inconvenience  may  be 
obviated,  by  the  fubftitution  of  coals;  and  the  increafed' 
quantity  of  the  cane-trafli,  which  their  magnitude 
will  furnifli  (and  which  we  reckon  the  richeft  manure 
we  have,  when  properly  prepared}  will  well  indemnify 
the  expence  of  firing. 

The  Batavia  Canes  are  a deep  purple  on  the  ont- 
fide  ; they  grov/  fliort-jointed,  and  fmall  in  circumfe- 
rence, but  bunch  exceedingly,  and  vegetate  fo  quick, 
that  they  fpring  up  from  the  plant  in  one-third  the 
time  thofe  of  our  Ifland  do  ; the  joints,  foon  after  they 
form,  all  burfl;  longitudinally.  They  have  the  appear- 
ance of  being  very  hardy,  and  bear  dry  weather  well;  a 
few  bunches  were  cut  and  made  into  fugar  at  the  fame 
time  the  experiment  was  made  with  the  white  Canes. 
The  report  made  to  me  of  them  was,  that  they  yielded 
a great  deal  of  juice,  which  feemed  richer  than  that  of 
the  others,  but  the  fugar  was  firongly  tinged  with  the 
colour  of  the  rind ; and  it  was  obferved,  that  upon  the 
expreflion  of  them  at  the  mill,  the  juice  was  of  a 
bright  purple ; but  by  the  time  it  had  reached  through 
the  fpout  to  the  clarifier  (a  very  fliort  diitance)  it  be- 
came of  a dingy  iron  colour.  I am  told  the  Batavia 
fugar  imported  into  Amfterdam  is  very  fair ; fo  that  if 
thofe  Canes  fhould  otherwife  anfwer  well,  means  may 
doubtlefs  be  obtained  to  difeharge  the  purple  tinge 
from  their  juice.” 
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I OWE  an  acknowledgment  to  the  fatnily  of  the  l^te 

.1 

Alderman  Beckford,  by  correiting  in  this  place  a miftake 
with  regard  to  his  anceftiy,  which  had  crept  into  the  firft 
-edition,  and  is  unfortunately  transferred  to  this.  In  Vol.  I, 
p.  170,  it  is  afferted,  that  Mr.  Beckford  was  defcended  in 
the  female  line  from  a daughter  of  Thomas  Scott,  one  of 
the  Judges  of  Charles  I.  This  notion  is  very  prevalent  in 
Jamaica  j but  his  fon,  Mr.  Richard  Beckford,  Member  of 
Parliament  for  Leominfler,  has  affured  me  that  it  is  erroneous ; 
.4ind  he  has  done  me  the  honour  to  point  out  the  origin  of  the 
miftake,  by  furnifhing  me  with  the  following  particulars  ; 
which,  with  his  permiffion,  I lay  before  the  Publick,  in  his 
own  words/: — 

“ The  late  Alderman  Beckford  was,  in  no  degree,  re- 
lated in  blood  to  Scott  the  regicide.  It  is  true,  that  a 
daughter  of  Scott  married  with  one  of  the  Beckford  fa- 
mily ; but  fhe  was  a widow  at  the  time  die  fo  married,  and 
had  no  children  by  Mr.  Beckford,  and  confequently  there 
could  be  no  defeent. 

The  anceilors  of  the  late  Alderman  Beckford  were 
Cavaliers,  or  Royalifts,  in  the  time  of  king  Charles  the  Firfl; 
and  upon  the  ufurpation  of  Oliver  Cromwell,  were 
obliged  to  fly  their  country,  and  rehde  abroad.  After  Jamaica 
was  taken  by  Penn  and  Venables,  during  the  Protectorate, 
I encouragement 
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encouragement  was  held  out  to  all  fettlers  to  go  to  the  new 
colony — and  thereupon  the  Beck  for  ns  went  over,  and  were 
among  the  firft,  as  they  foon  became  the  greateft  planters  in 
the  illand. 

“ The  Family  derive  their  name  from  the  village  and  parlfh 
of  Beckford,  in  Gloucefterlhire  (about  eight  or  ten  miles  from 
Tewkelbury)  where  the  heir  of  Mr.  Alderman  Beckford 
how  pofleffes  a fmall  eftate ; the  moft  antient  patrimony  of 
.the  Family. 

Rich.  Be-ckford.’* 

■%%th  Aprils  1794- 
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Of  the  more  valuable  and  rare  Plants  growing  in  the  Publick  Botanick- 
Gar  deny  in  the  Mountains  of  Liguanea,  in  the  IJland  of  Jamaica. 


AMOMUM  Granum  Paradisi — Guinea  Pepper,  or  Grains  of  Paradife. 

Native  of  Guinea. 

ANTHOLYZAiErHiopiCA — EthiopianAntholyza.  Native  of  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope. 


Native  of  the  Eajl  Indies. 
Native  of  South  ylmerica. 
Native  of  the  Coajl  of  Africa. 

Native  of  Otaheite. 
Native  of  South-Amcrica. 

Native  of  Senegal. 
Native  of  the  Eaf -Indies. 


Arundo  Bambos — Bamboo  Cane. 

Allamanda  Cathartica — Galarips. 

Akee  Tree. 

Averrhoa  Bilimbi — Bimbling  Fruit. 

Annona  Cherimoia — Cherimoya. 

Annona  Myristica — Nutmeg  Annona. 

Adansonia  digitata — Monkies  Bread. 
tEschynomene  grandiflora — Pea  Tree. 
jEschynomene  aquatica — Swamp  Pea  Tree.  — Native  of  the  Eaji-Indies. 
Ambroma  AUGUSTA — Maple-leaved  Ambroma. — Native  of  New  South  Wales. 
Aster  fruticosus — Shrubby  After.  Native  of  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope. 

Artocarpus  incisa — Bread-F'ruit  Tree.  Native  of  Otaheitey 

Artocarpus  integrifolia — Indian  Jaack  Tree. — Native  of  the  EaJl- Indies. 
Aucuba  japonica — Japan  Aucuba.  Native  of  Japan. 

Aleurites  trilobata — Candle  Tree.  Native  of  Otaheite. 

Arecha  Catechu — Beetle  Nut.  Native  of  Timor. 

Atragene  indica — Indian  Atragene.  Native  of  the  Eajl-Indies. 

Arctotis  calendulacea — Marygold  Ar(51otis. — Native  of  the  Cape  of  Good 

Hope. 

Amygdalus  communis 

var.  Dwarf  Peach.  Native  of  St.  Helena, 

var.  St.  Helena  Almond.  Native  of  St.  Helena. 

Budleja  globosa — Round-headed  Budleja.  Native  of  Chili. 

Bichy  Tree.  Native  of  Guinea. 

Bauhinia  variegata — Variegated  Bauhinia.  — Native  of  the  Eaji- Indies. 
Curcuma  long  a — Turmeric  Root.  Native  of  the  Eaf -Indies. 

Cissus  quadrangularis — Angular-ftalked  Ciftus.  Native  of  India. 

CoRDiA  — Ettow,  a dye-wood.  Native  of  Otaheite. 

Cassine  capensis — Hottentot  Cherry.  Native  of  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope. 

Cassia  Sena — Sena  Tree.  Native  of  Egypt. 

Cactus  cochinillifer — Cochineal  Cadlus.  Amative  of  South-America. 

Capparis  spinosa — Caper  Shrub.  Native  of  Italy. 

Camellia  japonica — Japan  Rofe.  Native  of  Japan. 

Crotalaria  l aburnifoli a— Shrubby  Crotalaria.  Native  of  Af, a. 

CoRONFLLA  ARABICA — Arabian  Coronilla.  Native  of  Arabia. 

VoL.  I.  e Calla 
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Cali.  A iF/rHlopiCA — Ethiopian  Calla.  Native  of  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope/ 

Casuarxna  EQtfisETiFoi.iA — T'iiiian  Pine.  — Native  of  the  South-Sea  Iftands. 
CiccA  DiSTiCHA — Chcrimalla  Fiuit.  Native  of  Timor. 

CupRESsus  JUNIPEROIDES — African  Cyprefs  Tree — Native  of  the  Cape  of  Good 

Hope. 

Croton  SEBiFERUM — Tallow  Tree 


Ceratonia  SiLiQtrA — St.  John’s  llfead. 
CvcAS  circinalis — Sago  Palm. 

Diosma  ciliata — Ciliated  Diofma. 
Drac.ena  Draco — Dragon  Tree. 
Dracaena  ferrea — Purple  Dracaena. 
Drac^tna 

Dolickos  sinensis — Chinefe  Dolichos. 
Epidendrum  Vanilla — -Vanilla. 
Fuchsia  triphylla — Scarlet  Fuchfia. 
P'raxinus  Ornus — Manna  Afh. 

Ficus  tinctoria — Mattec,  a dye-wood. 
Gardenia  Florida. — Cape  Jafmine. 


Native  of  China., 
Native  of  Sicily, 
Native  of  the  Eaji-lndles. 
Native  of  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope. 
Native  of  the  Eaji  Indies, 
Native  of  China. 
Native  of  Otaheite. 
Native  of  China. . 
Native  of  South- America. . 

Native  of  Chili. , 
Native  of  Calabria, . 
Native  of  Otaheite. 
Native  of  China. 


GardeniaThunbergia — Starry  Gardenia. — Native  of  the  Cape  of  Getod  Hope. 


Gloriosa  superba — Superb  Lily. 
Guilandina  Moringa — Horfe-Radifh  Tree, 
Garcinia  cornea — Small  Mangoitein, 
Galega  purpurea — Purple  Galega, 
Hibiscus  populneus — Poplar-leaved  Hibifeus,- 
Hibiscus  mutabilis — Changeable  Rofe. 
Hibiscus  Ficulneus — 'Fig-leaved  Hibifeus. 
Hibiscus  trionum — Bladder  Hibifeus, 
JusTiciA  Adhatoda — Malabar  Nut. 
JusTiciA  PICT  A — Variegated  Jufticia. 

Ilex  Cassine— Paraguay  Tea. 

Inocarpus  edulis — -Otaheite  Chefnut. 
Illicium  florid ANUM — Anifeed  Tree. 
Kj^mpferia  Galanga — Galangale  Root. 
Lawsonia  inermis — Smooth  Lavvfonia. 
Lawsonia  spi  nos  a— Prickly  Lawfonia. 
Laurus  Cinnnamomum — Cinnamon  Tree. 
Laurus  Camphor  a — Camphire  Tree. 
Laurus'NOEILIS — Sweet  Bay  Tree. 

Laurus  indica — Royal  Bay  Tree. 

Laurus  foetens — Madeira  Laurel. , 

Laurus  Benzoin — Benjamin  Tree. 

Laurus  BoRBONiA-^Carolina  Bay  Tree. , 
Laurus  Sassaphras — SafTaphras  Tree. 


Native  of  the  Eaji-Indies. 
Native  of  the  Eaji- Indies. 
Native  of  the  EaJi- Indies. 
Native  of  the  Eaji-  Indies. 
Native  of  the  EaJI- Indies. 
Native  of  the  Eaji-  Indies. 
Native  of  Ceylon. 
Native  of  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope, 
Native  of  Ceylon. 
Native  of  Timor, 
Native  of  Carolina. 
Native  of  Otaheite. 
Native  of  Florida,^ 
Native  of  the  Eaji- Indies, 
Native  of  Africa. 
Native  of  the  Eaji- indies. 

Native  of  Ceylon, 
Native  of  Japan. 
Native  of  Italy, 
Native  of  Madeira. 
Native  f Madeira. 
Native  of  Virginia. 
Native  of  Carolina, 
Native  of  North- Ainer tea. 
Native  of  North-America. 


Liriodendron  Tulipifera — Tulip  Tree. 

Lavatera\THURINCIACA — L.jrge-flowered  Lavatera.  — Native  of  Hungary. 
,Melia  Azederach — Bread-Tree.  Native  of  thi  Eajl-Indies, 

Magnolia  grandiflora— -Laurel-leaved  Magnolia.  Native  of  Carolina. . 
Melianthus  major — Honey- Flo  v/er, , Native  of  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope. 

Malv^x. 


( XXXV  ) 


Native  of  the  Cape  of  Good  Hipe, 
-Native  of  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope. 

Native  of  Egypt. 
Native  of  Ai'abia. 
Native  of  the  Eaji-lndici. 

Native  of  f apart. 
Native  of  the  Eaf -Indies. 
Native  of  China. 
Native  of  India. 
Native  of  the  Eaji-Indies. 
Native  of  the  Eaji-Indies. 


Malva  CAPENSis—Cape  Mallow. 

Monsonia  speciosa — Fine  leav’d  Monfonia.- 
Mi  MOSA  NILOTIC  A — Gum  Arabic  Tree. 

Mimosa  Senegal — Gum  Senegal  Tree. 

Mimosa  Lebeck — Oriental  Ebony, 

Morus  papyrifera — Paper  Mulberry  Tree. 

Mangifera  indica — Mango  Tree, 

Olea  fragrans — Sweet-feented  Olive. 

Oldenlandia  umbellata — Che. 

Piper  nigrum — Black  Pepper. 

Piper  longum — Long  Pepper. 

Philadelphus  aromaticus — Sweet- feentedSyringa. — Native  of  New  Zealand. 
Pandanus  odoratissimus  — Screw  Pine.  Native  of  Ceylon. 

PiSTACiA  officinarum — Piftachia  Tree.  Native  of  Greece. 

Quassia  amara — Bitter  Quaffia.  Native  of  Guiana. 

Robinia  hispida — Large- flower’d  Acacia.  Native  of  the  Eaf -Indies. 

Robinia  mitis — Smooth  Acacia.  Native  of  the  Eaf -Indies. 

Sapindus  edulis — Litchi  Plumb.  Native  of  China. 

Stapelia  variegata — Variegated  Stapelia. — Native  of  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope. 
Spondias  — Soutli-Sea  Plumb. 

Smilax  Sarsaparilla — Sarfaparilla. 

ScHiNUs  MOLLE— Peruvian  Maftick  Tree. 

Tacca  pinnatifida — Pecah. 

Tradescantia  discolor — Purple  Spider-Wort. 

Tectona  grandis — Tick-Wood. 

Thea  viridis — Green  Tea  Tree. 

Thea  Bohea — BoheaTea  I'ree. 

V/ ACHENDORFiA  THYRSIFLORA  — Simple-ftalked  Wachendorfia.  — Native  of 

the  Cape  of  Good  Hope. 

XlMENiA  INERMIS — Smooth  Zimenia.  Native  of  the  Eaf -Indies, 


Native  of  Afa. 
Native  of  America. 

Native  of  Peru. 
Native  of  Otaheite. 
Native  of  Honduras. 
Native  of  Timor. 
Native  of  China, 
Native  of  China. 


It  may  not  be  unufeful  in  this  place  to  add  a Catalogue  of  Medicinal  and  other  Plants^ 
growing  in  South  and  North  America.,  the  Eaf -Indies.,  Gfc.  the  introdudlion  of 
which  would  be  a great  acquiftion  to  the  IVef -Indies.,  viz. 


SOUTH-AMERICAN  PLANTS. 

Quassia  Simarouba— -Simarouba  Bark. — Grows  in  many  parts  of  South- Ame- 
rica, particularly  in  Guiana  and  Cayenne. 

Convolvulus  Jalapa — Jalap  Root. — Native  of  the  South- American  Continent. 
Copaifera  OFFICINALIS — Balfam  Copaiva  Tree. — Native  of  Brazil  and  the 

neighbouring  ifiands. 

Myroxylon  PERUiferum — Tree  producing  Balfam  Peru. — Found  growing 

with  the  former. 

Toluifera  Balsamum — Tree  producing  Balfam  Tolu. — Grows  with  the  for- 
mer. 

Anchona  officinalis — (Peruvian  or  Jefuit’s  Bark. — Native  of  Peru,  particu- 
larly the  hilly  parts  about  ^cito. 

PsyCHOTRiA  EMETICA— Ipecacuana  Root.  Native  of  South  America. 

e 2 North- 
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, NORTH-AMERICAN  PLANTSv 

Aristolochia  Serpentaria — Snake  Root.  Grows  In  Flrginsa.. 

Polygala  Senega — Rattle- Snake  Root. — Native  of  Virginia  and  other  parts 
• of  North-  America, 

Panax  QUINQuefolium — Ginfeng  Root. — Native  of  Canada^  Pennjylvania^ 

and  Virginia. 

Spigelia  Marilandica — Indian  Pink  Native  of  many  parts  of  North- 

America. 

PiNUS  balsamea — Tree  producing  the  Canada  Balfam^ — Native  of  Virginia! 

and  Canada. 


EAST-INDIAN  and  EUROPEAN  PLANTS^ 

StVrax  Benzoin — Tree  producing  Gum  Benjamin..  Native  of  Sumatra, 

Anchusa  tinctoria — Alkanet  Root.  Native  of  Montpelier,. 

Mimosa  Catechu — Tree  producing  the  Japan  Earth. — Grows  in  the  moun- 
tainous parts  of  Indojlan. 

Styrax  officinale — Gum  Storax  Tree.  Native  of  Italy  and  the  Levant. 
CiSTUS  CRETicus — Gum  Ladanum  Tree. — Native  of  Candia  and  fame  of  the 

Ipands  of  the  ArchipelagOi 

JuNiPERUs  Sabina — Savin  Native  of  the  South  of  Europe  and  the 

Levant. 

Astragalus  Tragacantha — Tree  producing  Gum  Dragon. — Native  of 

Italy.,  Cicily,  and  Crete. 

Pastinaca  Opoponax — Plant  producing  Gum  Opoponax. — Native  of  the 

South  of  Europe. 

Myristica  officinalis — Nutmeg  Tree.  Grows  in  the  Molucca  Ijlands. 

Caryophillus  aromaticus.— Clove  Tree. — Native  of  the  Molucca  Ijlands, 

and  lately  difcovered  in  New  Guinea. 
Convolvulus  Scammonia.— Plant  producing  Scammony. — Native  of  Antioch,. 

and  about  Vripoly,  in  Syria. 

Ferula  Asafoetida. — Afafoetida Plant.  Native^ Perfia. 

Ka:mpferia  rotunda — Zedoary  Root.  Native  of  the  ]a^- Indies. 

Amomum  repens — Cardamom  Seed.  Grows  on  the  Coajt  of  Malabar. 

Gentiana  lutea — Gentian  Root.  Native  of  the  Alps. 

Papaver  somniferum — Opium  Poppy.  Native  of  the  fouthern  Parts  of  Europe. 
Stalagmites  Gambogioides— Tree  producing  Gamboge* — Native  of  the 

Eajl  Indies. 

Calamus  Rotang — Plant  producing  Dragon’s  Blood. — Native  of  the  Molucca^ 

Ijlands  and  Java. 

Garcinia  Mangostana. — True  Mangofteen. — Native  of  the  Molucca  Ijlands. 
Crateva  marmelos. — Bengal  Quince.  Native  of  India. 

Col  umbo  Root.  Native  of  Ceylon, 

Diosptros  Ebenus.— Oriental  Ebony,  Native  of  the  Eajl-Indies. 
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V.  A Map  of  the  Ifland  of  Barbadoes ; to  face  Chap.  I.  of 

Book  III. 

VI.  A Map  of  the  Ifland  of  Grenada  ; to  face  p.  351. 

VII.  A Family  of  the  Red  Charaibes,  in  the  Ifland  of  St. 
Vincent ; to  face  p.  391. 

VIII.  A Map  of  the  Ifland  of  St.  Vincent;  to  face  p.  392. 

IX.  A Map  of  the  Ifland  of  Dominica  ; to  face  p.  407. 

‘ X.  A Map  of  the  Blands  of  St.  Chriftopher  and  Nevis ; to 
face  p.  421. 

XI.  A Map  of  the  Ifland  of  Antigua ; to  face  p.  437. 

XII.  A Map  of  the  Virgin  Blands ; to  face  p.  457, 
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I.  Frontlfpiece,  Columbus  and  his  Two  Sonsj  to  face 

the  Title  Page.  See  the'  Account  and  Illuflration  of 
it  annexed. 

II.  The  Voyage  of  the  Sable  Venus  from  Angola  to  the 

Weft  Indies ; to  face  p.  27. 

III.  A Negro  Feftival;  to  be  placed  at  the  End  of  Book 

IV. 

IV.  Plan  and  Elevation  of  an  improved  Sugar  Mill,  de- 

figned  by  Edward  Woollery,  Efq.  of  Jamaica s 
to  face  p.  223. 
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Illujlrathn  of  the  Front  fpiece  to  Vol.  I. 

An  Indian  Cacique,  of  the  Ifland  of  Cuba,  addreffing  Columbus 
concerning  a future  State  of  Reward  and  Punifhment. 


rr H I s remarkable  circumftance,  which  is  related  in  p.  7 j, 
of  the  firft  edition  of  this  work,  and  p.  75  of  the  fecond  edition, 
happened  on  the  7 th  of  July,  1494.  It  is  attefted  by  Pet.  Martyr  and 
Herrera ; but  as  the  dodlrine  of  a future  ftate  of  retribution  feems  to 
argue  a degree  of  civilization,  which  the  natives  of  the  Weft  Indies  had 
not  attained,  doubts  have  been  fuggefted  concerning  the  fad  : I have 
therefore  thought  it  neceflary  to  quote  the  authorities  on  which  it  ii 
founded  at  large,  premifing  that  the  perfon  who  ferved  on  this  occafibn 
as  interpreter  was  a native  of  Guanahani.  Having  accompanied 
Columbus  to  Spain,  on  his  return  from  his  firft  voyage,  and  remained 
with  him  from  Odtober  1492,  he  had  acquired  the  Spanilh  language, 
which  he  fpoke  with  great  facility.  Martyr’s  account  is  in  thefe  words : 

Dum  in  llttore  rem  divinam  prasfedus  audiret,  ecce  primariuirt 
quendam  odogenarium,  virum  gravem,  nec  eo  minus  nudum,  multis 
ilium  comitantibus.  Hie,  donee  facra  peragerentur  admiratus,  ore 
oculifque  intentus  adfiftit:  dehinc  Pr^fedo  caniftrum,  quern  manu 
gerebat  plenum  patri^  frudibus,  dono  dedit:  fedenfque  apud  eum 
per  interpretem  Didacum  colonum,  qui  id  idioma  cum  proprius  accelTif- 
fent  intelligebat,  orationem  habuit  hujufeemodi : 


I 


Terras 


( lii  ) 


Terras  omnes  iftas  haflenus  tibi  ignotas,  manu  potenti  te  percurrifle, 
renunciatum  nobis  fuit,  populifque  incolis  mecum  non  mediocrem 
intulifle.  Quare  te  hortor  moneoque,  ut  itinera  duo,  cum  e corpore 
profiliunt  animas  habere  fcias : tenebrofum  unum  ac  tetrum,  his 
paratum,  qui  generi  humano  molefti  infenfique  funt ; jucundum  aliud 
et  deleftabile  illis  ftatutum,  qui  pacem  et  quietem  gentium  viventes 
amarunt.  Si  igitur  te  mortalem  effe,  et  unicuique  pro  prasfentlbus 
operibus  futura  merita  obfignata  memineris,  neminem  infeftabis.” 

Pet.  Martyr,  decad.  i.  lib.  tertius.  Ed.  1574. 

Herrera,  the  celebrated  hiftoriographer  of  Spain,  gives  the  Oacique’* 
Ipeech  in  the  words  following : 

Tu  has  venido  a eftas  tierras,  que  nunca  antes  vifto,  con  gran  poder, 
y has  puefto  gran  temor : fabe  que  fegun  lo  que  aca  fentimos,  ay  dos 
lugares  cn  la  otra  vida,  adonde  van  las  aimas : uno  malo  y lleno  de 
tinieblas,  guardado  para  los  que  hazen  mal,  Otro  es  a legre  y bueno 
adonde  fe  han  de  apofentar  los  que  aman  la  paz  de  las  gentes,  y por 
tanto  fi  tu  ficntes  que  has  de  morir,  y que  a cada  uno  fegun  lo  que  aca 
hiziere,  alia  le  ha  de  refponder  el  premio,  no  haras  mal  a quien  no  te  le 

hizi^re*  

Herrera  Hill,  de  las  Indias  Ocid.  Decada  i.  libro  2. 
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lllufiration  of  the  Frontifpiece  to  Vol.  II. 

COLUMBUS  and  his  Sons  Diego  and  Ferdinand.  From  an 
ancient  Spaniih  Pidlure  in  the  PofTeffion  of  Edward  Horne, 
Efq;  of  Be  vis  Mount,  near  Southampton, 


*T  H E PIfture  from  which  this  Engraving  is  made,  bears 
the  marks  of  great  antiquity,  and  from  the  words  Mar  del  Sur  on  the 
chart  reprefented  in  it,  is  known  to  be  Spanifh.  The  principal  figure  is 
certainly  Columbus,  and  the  two  young  men  are  believed  to  be  his  fons, 
Diego  and  Ferdinand,  to  whom  Columbus  feems  to  point  out  the 
courfe  of  the  voyages  he  had  made.  The  globe,  the  charts,  and  aftrono- 
mical  inftruments,  fupport  this  conjeflure,  and  the  figure  of  Hope,  in  the 
back  ground,  alludes  probably  to  the  great  expedlations  which  were 
formed,  throughout  all  Europe,  of  ftill  greater  difcoveries.  From  the 
mention  of  a Southern  Ocean,  imperfedlly  and  dubioufly  reprefented,  (as 
an  object  at  that  time  rather  of  fearch  than  of  certainty)  there  is  reafon 
to  believe  that  the  piflure  was  painted  immediately  on  Columbus’s 
return  from  his  fourth  voyage,  in  1504,  becaufe  it  is  related  by  Lopez 
de  Gomera,  a cotemporary  hiftorian  *,  that  the  admiral,  when  at  Porto 
Bello,  in  1 502,  had  received  information  that  there  was  a great  ocean  on 
the  other  ftde  of  the  continent  extending  Jouthwards  ■,  and  it  is  well  known, 
that  all  his  labours  afterwards,  in  the  fourth  voyage,  were  diredled 
to  find  out  an  entrance  into  the  Southern  Ocean  from  the  Atlantick  j 
for  which  purpofe  he  explored  more  than  300  leagues  of  coafi,  from 
Cape  Gracios  a Dios  to  the  Gulph  of  Darien ; but  the  adtual  difcovery 

• F.  L.  de  Gomara  Hiftoria  de  las  Indias,  cap.  60. 
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of  the  South  Sea  was  refcrved  for  Vafco  Nunez  de  Balboa.  The  age 
of  Columbus’s  Sons,  at  the  time  of  his  return  from  his  fourth  voyage, 
correfponds  with  their  appearance  in  the  picture.  The  youngefl;  of  them, 
fome  years  afterwards,  compiled  a fhort  hiftory  of  his  Father’s  life,  in  the 
third  chapter  of  which  I find  the  following  very  curious  defeription  of 
Columbus’s  perfon  and  manners,  with  which  the  pidlure,  as  far  as  it 
goes,  is  found  alfo  to  correfpond  : 

Fue  el  almirante  hombre  de  bien  formada,  i ihas  que  mediana 
eftatura  j la  cara  larga,  las  megilias  un  poco  altas,  fin  declinar  a'gordo 
6 macilento ; la  nariz  aquilina,  los  ojos  blancos  i de  bianco  de  color 
encendido  ■,  en  fu  mocedad  tuvo  el  cabello  blondo  j pero  de  treinta  ahos 
ia  le  tenia  bianco ; en  el  comer,  ,i  beber,  i en  el  adorno  de  fu  perfona  er 
a mui  modeflo  i continente  ; =afa,b1e  en  la  converfation  con  los  eftranos 
i con  los  de  cafa  mui  agradable,  con  modeftia  i gravidad:  fue  tan 
obfervante  de  las  cofas  de  la  religion,  que  en  los  ayunos,  i en  re^ar  el 
oficio  divino,  pudiera  ftr  tenido  por  profefTo  en  religion  ; tan  enemigo 
de  juramento,  i blasfemia,  que  yo  juro,  que  jamas  le  vi  echar  otro 
juramento  que  por  fan  Fernando ; y quando  fe  hallaba  mas  irritado  con 
alguno,  era  fu  reprehenfion  decir  le  : os  doi  a dios  porque  hie  ifteis  efto 
6 dijifteis  aqueillo : fi  alguna  vcz  tenia  que  cfcrivir,  no  probaba  la 
pluma,  fin  eferivir  eftas  palabras  J^us  cum  Maria  fit  nebis  in  via  j y 
contan  buena  letra  que  baflara  para  ganar  de  comer/’ 

La  Hift.  del  Almirante  Don  Chrift.  Colon.  C.  3. 
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s 

A GENERAL  VIEW  OF  THEIR  A'NCIENT  STATE 
AND  INHABITANTS. 


CHAP.  I. 

Geographical  arrangement. — Name. — Climate. — Sea-breezCt  and 
Land-wind. — Beauty  and Jingularity  of  the  vegetable  and  ani- 
mal creation. — Magnificence  and  fublimity  of  the  mountains  : 
reflexions  concerning  the  origin  of  thefe  ifiandsy  Gfc. 

Geographers,  following  the  dlftributlon  of  Nature,  CHAP, 
divide  the  vaft  Continent  of  America  into  two  great  I. 
parts.  North  and  South;  the  narrow  but  mountainous  Ifthmus 
of  Darien  ferving  as  a link  to  connedt  them  together,  and 
forming  a rampart  again  ft  the  encroachments  ‘of  the  Atlantick 
on  the  one  fide,  and  of  the  Pacifick  Ocean  on  th’e  other.  Thele  ’ 
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•BOOK  great  Oceans  were  anciently  diftinguilhed  alfo,  from  their  rela- 
I-  tive  fituation,  by  the  names  of  the  North  and  South  Seas  (a), 

Name  prodigious  chain  of  Iflands  which  extend  in  a curve 

from  the  Florida  Shore  on  the  Northern  Peninfula,  to  the 
Gulph  of  Venezuela  in  the  Southern,  is  given  the  denomina- 
tion of  Weft  Indies,  from  the  name  of  India  originally  affigned 
to  them  by  Columbus.  This  illuRrious  Navigator  planned  his 
expedition,  not,  as  Raynal  and  others  have  fuppofed,  under 
the  idea  of  introducing  a New  World  to  the  knowledge  of 
the  Old;  but,  principally,  in  the  view  of  finding  a route  to 
India  by  a Weftern  navigation ; which  he  was  led  to  think 
would  prove  lefs  tedious  than  by  the  Coafi:  of  Africa:  * and  this 
conclufion  would  have  been  j uft,  if  the  geography  of  the  An- 
cients, on  which  it  was  founded,  had  been  accurate Indeed, , 

fo 

[a)  The  appellation  of  North,  applied  to  that  part  of  the  Atlantick  which  flows 
into  the  Gulph  of  Darien,  feems  now  to  be  entirely  difufed ; but  the  Pacifick  is 
‘ilill  commonly  called  South  Sea.  • It  was  difeovered  in  1513?  and  having  been 
flrft  entered  towards  the  South,  might,  perhaps,  have  derived  its  name  from  that 
•circumftance. 

(h ) “ The  fpherical  figure  of  the  earth  was  known  to  the  ancient  geographers. 
They  invented  the  method  ftill  in  ufe,  of  computing  the  longitude  and  latitude  of 
•different  places.*  According  to  their  doftrine,  the  equator  contained  360  degrees; 
thefe  they  divided  into  twenty-four  parts,  or  hours,  each  equal  to  fifteen  degrees. 
The  country  of  the  Seres  or  Sina  being  the  fartheft  part  of  India  known  to  the 
Ancients,  was  fuppofed,  by  Marinus  Tyrius,  the  rfiofl:  eminent  of  the  ancient  geo- 
graphers before  Ptolemy,  to  be  fifteen  hours,  or  225  degrees  to  the  eaft  of  the  firfl: 
meridian,  paffing  through  the  F ortunate  Iflands.  If  this  fuppofition  was  well  found- 
ed, the  country  of  the  Seres,  or  China,  was  only  nine  hours,  or  135  degrees  weft 
from  the  Fortunate  or  Canary  Iflands;  and  the  navigation  in  that  direction  was 
■wmch  lliorter  than  by  the  courfe  which  the  Portuguefe  V7ere  purfying,”  From 
. this 
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fo  firmly  perfuaded  was  Columbus  of  its  truth  and  certainty,  CHAP, 
that  he  continued  to  aflert  his  belief  of  it  after  the  difcovery  of 
Cuba  and  Hilpaniola;  not  doubting  that  thofe  ifiands  confli-  ' ^ 

tuted  fome  part  of  the  Eaftern  extremity  of  Afia:  and  the 
nations  of  Europe,  fatisfied  with  fuch  authority,  concurred  in 
the  fame  idea.  Even  when  the  difcovery  of  the  Pacifick  Ocean 
had  demonftrated  his  miftake,  all  the  countries  which  Colum- 
bus had  vifited  hill  retained  the  name  of  the  Indies;  and  in 
contradiftindion  to  thofe  at  which  the  Portuguefe,  after  palling 
the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  had  at  length  arrived  by  an  Eaftern 
courfe,  they  were  now  denotninated  the  Indies  of  the  Wef  fcj. 

Among  the  Geographers  of  thofe  days,  however,  there  were 
fome,  who  envying  the  glory  of  Columbus,  or  giving  more 
credit  to  ancient  fable  than  to  the  achievements  of  their  cotem- 
poraries, perfilled  in  afiigning  to  the  newly-difcovered  Ifiands 
the  appellation  of  Antilia  or  Antiles:  the  name  (according  to 
Charlevoix)  of  an  imaginary  country,  placed  in  ancient  charts 
about  two  hundred  leagues  to  the  Weflward  of  the  Azores ; and 
it  is  a name  hill  very  generally  ufed  by  foreign  Navigators,  al- 

this  account,  for  which  the  reader  is  indebted  to  the  learned  Dr.  Robertfon,  it  is 
evident  that  the  fcheme  of  Columbus  was  founded  on  rational  fyllematical  prin- 
ciples, according  to  the  light  which  his  age  afforded ; whereas  if  he  had  propofed, 
without  any  fuch  fupport,  to  difeover  a new  hemifphere  by  failing  weftward ; 
he  would  have  been  juftly  confidered  as  an  arrogant  and  chimerical  projeAor, 
and  fuccefs  itfelf  would  not  have  reconciled  his  temerity  to  the  fober  didlates  of 
reafon. 

(r)  Columbus  failed  on  his  firft  voyage  the  3d  of  Auguft,  1492,  In  1494 
Bartholemus  Dias  difeovered  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope ; but  it  was  not  doubled 
till  the  year  1497,  when  Vafquez  de  Gama  fucceeded  (for  the  firft  time  in  mo- 
dern navigation)  in  this,  as  it  was  then  fuppofed,  formidable  attempt. 
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though  the  etymology  of  the  word  is  as  uncertain  as  the  appli- 
cation of  it  is  unjufl.  To  the  Britifh  nation  the  name  bellowed 
by  Columbus  is  abundantly  more  familiar : and  thus  the  whole 
of  the  New  Hemifphere  is,  with  us,  commonly  comprifed  under 
three  great  divifions;  North  America,  South  America,  and 
the  V/eft  Indies/^ d), 

^OT,  fubordinate  to  this  comprehenhve  and  fimple  arrange- 
ment, neceffity  or  convenience  has  introduced  more  minute 
and  local  dillindlions.  That  portion  of  the  Atlantick,  which 
is  feparated  from  the  main  Ocean  to  the  North  and  to  the 
Eaft,  by  the  Iflands  I have  mentioned,  although  commonly 
known  by  the  general  appellation  of  the  Mexican  Gulph,  is 
itfelf  properly  fubdivided  into  three  diflin(fl  Bafins : the  Gulph 

{d)  The  term  Antiles  is  applied  by  HofFman  to  the  Windward  or  Charaibean 
Iflands  only,  and  is  by  him  thus  accounted  for : “ Dicuntur  Antilae  Americae 
quafi  ante  Infulas  Americae,-  nempe  ante  majores  Infulas  Sinus  Mexicani'’  ( Hoff-- 
man  Lexic,  TJniv.)  Rochfort  and  Du  Tertre  explain  the  word  nearly  in  the  fame 
manner,  while  Monf.  D’Anvillc  applies  the  name  to  thofe  Iflands  only,  which  are 
more  immediately  oppofed  to.,  or  fituated  againji,  the  Continent;  thus  He  terms 
Cuba,  Hifpaniola,  Jamaica,  and  Porto  Rico,  the  Great  Antiks,  and  the  fmall 
Iflands  of  Aruba,  Cura^oa,  Bonair,  Magaritta,  and  fome  others  near  the  coaft  of 
Caraccas  on  the  Southern  Peninfula,  the  Lefs\  excluding  the  Charaibean  Iflands 
altogether.  A recurrence  to  the  early  Spanifh  Hiflorians  would  have  demonftrat- 
ed  to  all  thefe  writers,  that  the  word  Antilia  was  applied  to  Hifpaniola  and  Cuba,, 
before  the  difeovery  either  of  the  Windward  Iflands,  or  any  part  of  the  American 
Continent.  This  appears  from  the  following  paflage  in  the  Firft  Book  of  the 
Firft  Decad  of  Peter  Martyr,  which  bears  date  from  the  Court  of  Spain,  Novem- 
ber 14.93,  eight  months  only  after  Columbus’s  return  from  his  firft  expedition  ; 
“ Ophiram  Infulain  fefe  reperifl'e  refert:  fed  Coflnographorum  traClu  diligenter 
confiderato,  Antilia  Lifalae  funt  illse  et  adjacentes  aliae;  hanc  Hifpaniolam  appella- 
vit,  &c.’* 
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of  Mexico,  the  Bay  of  Honduras,  and  the  Gharaibean  Sea  ( e).  CHAP, 

The  latter  takes  its  name  from  that  clafs  of  I Hands  which 

bound  this  part  of  the  Ocean  to  the  Eaft.  Moft  of  thefe 

were  anciently  poHelTed  by  a nation  of  Cannibals,  the  fcourge 

and  terror  of  the  mild  and  inolfenlive  natives  of  Hifpaniola,. 

who  frequently  expreffed  to  Columbus  their  dread  of  thofe 

fierce  and  warlike  invaders,  ftiling  them  Charaibes,  or  Carib- 

bees  (f).  And  it  was  in  confequence  of  this  information,  that 

the  rflands  to  which  thefe  favages  belonged,  when  difcovered 

afterwards  by  Columbus,  were  by  him  denominatea  generally 

the  Charaibean  Elands. . 

Of  this  clafs,  however,  a group  nearly  adjoining  to  the 
Eaftern  fide  of  St.  John  de  Porto  Rico,  is  likewife  called  the 
Virgin  Hies ; a dillindion  of  which  the  origin  will  be  explained 
in  its  place 

Neither  muH  it  pafs  unobferved,  that  the  name  of  Ba- 
hama is  commonly  applied  by  the  Englifli  to  that  clufter  of 

(ej  Vide  Introdudion  to  the  Weft  Indian  Atlas,  by  Jefferies. 

(yj  Herrera,  lib.  i.  Fer.  Columbus,  chap,  xxxiii. 

(g)  It  may  be  proper  to  obferve,  that  the  old  Spanifti  Navigators,  in  fpeaking  of’ 
the  Weft  Indian  Iflands  in  general,  frequently  diftinguifh  them  alfo  into  two 
clafles,  by  the  terms  and  from  whence  our  Windward  zrA 

Leeivard  Iflands ; the  Charaibean  conftituting  in  ftridt  propriety  the  former  clafs 
(and  as  fuch  I fhall  fpeak  of  them  in  the  courfe  of  this  work),  and  the  four  large 
Iflands  of  Cuba,  Jamaica,  Hifpaniola,  and  Porto  Rico,  the  latter.  But  our  Eng- 
klh  mariners  appropriate  both  terms  to  the  Charaibean  Iflands  only,  fubdividing 
them  according  to  their  fituation  in  the  courfe  of  the  trade  wind ; the  Windward 
Iflands  b)'  their  arrangement  terminating,  I believe,  with  Martinico,  and  the  Lee- 
ward commencing  at  Dominica,  and  extending  to  Porto  Rico. 
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Imall  iilands,  rocks,  and  reefs  of  fand,  which  ftretch  in  a 
North-wefterly  direftion  for  the  fpace  of  near  three  hundred 
leagues,  from  the  Northern  coaft  of  Hifpaniola  to  the  Bahama 
Strait,  oppofite  the  Florida  Shore.  Whether  this  appellation  is 
of  Indian  origin,  as  commonly  fuppofed,  is  a quellion  I cannot 
anfwer;  neither  does  it  merit  very  anxious  inveiligation : yet 
thefe  little  iilands  have  defervedly  a claim  to  particular  notice ; 
for  it  was  one  of  th^m  fhj  that  had  the  honour  of  lirft  receiv- 
ing Columbus,  after  a voyage  the  moll  bold  and  magnificent 
in  delign,  and  the  moll  important  in  its  confequences,  of  any 
that  the  mind  of  man  has  conceived,  or  national  adventure  un- 
dertaken, from  the  beginning  of  the  world  to  the  prefent  hour. 

Most  of  the  countries  of  which  I propofe  to  treat  being 
fituated  beneath  the  tropick  of  Cancer,  the  circumllances  of 
climate,  as  well  in  regard  to  general  heat,  as  to  the  periodical 
rains  and  confequent  variation  of  feafons,  are  nearly  the  fame 
throughout  the  whole.  The  temperature  of  the  air  varies  in- 
deed confiderably  according  to  the  elevation  of  the  land ; but, 
with  this  exception,  the  medium  degree  of  heat  is  much  the 
fame  in  all  the  countries  of  this  part  of  the  globe. 

A TROPICAL  year  feems  properly  to  comprehend  but  two 
dillindl  feafons ; the  wei  and  the  dry  3 but  as  the  rains  in  thefe 
climates  conllitute  two  great  periods,  I lliall  defcribe  it,  like 
the  European  year,  under  four  diviiions. 

(h)  Called  by  the  Indians  Guanahani,  by  the  Spaniards  St.  Salvadore,  and  is 
knowa  to  Englifli  feamen  by  the  nanie  of  Cat  Ifland,  The  whole  group  is 
called  by  the  Spaniards  Lucayos. 
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The  vernal  feafon,  or  Spring,  may- be  faid  to  commence  CHAP, 
with  the  month  of  May,  when  the  foliage  of  the  trees  evidently 
becomes  more  vivid,  and  the  parched  favannas  begin  to  change  ^ 

their  ruffet  hue,  even  previous  to  the  firft  periodical  rains, 
which  are  now  daily  expedled,  and  generally  fet  in  about  the 
middle  of  the  month.  Thefe,  compared  with  the  Autumnal 
rains,  may  be  faid  to  be  gentle  fhowers.  They  come  from 
the  South,  and  commonly  fall  every  day  about  noon,  and  break 
•up  with  thunder-ftorms ; creating  a bright  and  beautiful  ver- 
dure, and  a rapid  and  luxuriant  vegetation.  The  thermometer 
at  this  feafon  varies  confiderably;  commonly  falling  fix  or  eight 
degrees  immediately  after  the  diurnal  rains  : its  medium  height 
may  be  ftated  at  75°, 

After  thefe  rains  have  continued  about  a fortnight,  the 
weather  becomes  dry,  fettled,  and  falutary ; and  the  tropical 
-Summer  reigns  in  full  glory.  Not  a cloud  is  to  be  perceived ; 
and  the  fky  blazes  with  irrefiftible  fiercenefs.  For  fome  hours, 
commonly  between  feven  and  ten  in  the  morning,  before  the 
fetting  in  of  the  fea-breeze  or  trade-wind,  which  at  this  fea- 
fon blows  from  the  fouth-eafi:  with  great  force  and  regularity 
until  late  in  the  evening,  the  heat  is  Icarcely  fupportable ; but, 
no  fooner  is  the  influence  felt  of  this  refrefhing  wind,  than  all 
Nature  revives,  and  the  climate,  in  the  fhade,  becomes  not 
only  very  tolerable,  but  pleafant.  The  thermometer  now  va- 
ries but  little  in  the  whole  twenty-four  hours.:  its  medium, 
near  the  coaft,  may  be  flated  at  about  80°.  I have  feldom 
obferved  it  higher  than  85°  at  noon^  nor  much  below  75°  at 
fun-rife. 
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The  nights  at  thisfeafon  are  tranfcendently  beautiful.  The 
clearnefs  and  brilliancy  of  the  heavens,  the  ferenlty  'of  the  air, 
and  the  foft  tranquillity  in  which  all  Nature  repofes,  contribute 
to  harmonize  the  mind,  and  produce  the  moil;  calm  and  de- 
lightful fenfations.  The  moon  too  in  thefe  climates  difplays  far 
greater  radiance  than  in  Europe:  the  fmalleft  print  is  legible 
by  her  light ; and  in  the  moon’s  abfence  her  fundlion  is  not  ill 
fupplied  by  the  brightnefs  of  the  milky- way,  and  by  that  glo- 
rious planet  Venus,  which*  appears  here  like  a little  moon,  and 
glitters  with  fo  refulgent  a beam  as  to  call  a lhade  from,  trees, 
buildings,  and  other  obje<Jl:s,  making  full  amends  for  the  H-jort 
Hay  and  abrupt  departure  of  the  crepufculum’or  twilight  fij. 

This. flate  of  the  weather  commonly  continues,  with  lit- 
tle variation,  from  the  beginning  of  June  until  the  middle 
of  Augoft,  when  the  diurnal  breeze  begins  to  intermit,  and 
the  atmofphere  becomes  fultry,  incommodious,  and  fuffo- 
catlng.  In  the  .latter  end  of  this  month,  and  moft  part  of 
Septe^nber,  we  look  about  in  vain  for  coolnefs  and  comfort. 
The  thermometer  occafionally  exceeds  90°,  and  inftead  of 
a fteady  and  refrelhing  wind  from  the  fea,  there  are  ufually 
faint  breezes  and  .calms  alternately.  Thefe  are  preludes  to 
the  fecond  periodical  or  Autumnal  feafon.  Large  towering 

( I)  In  the  mountainous  and  interior  parts  of  the  larger  iflands,  innumerable  fire- 
files  abound  at  night,  which  have  a furprifmg  appearance  to  a ftranger.  They 
conftft  of  different  fpecies,  fome  of  which  emit  a light,  refembling  a ipark  of  fire, 
from  a globular  prominence  near  each  eye ; and  others  from  their  fides  in  the  a£l 
of  refpiration.  ^’hey  are  far  more  luminous  than  the  glow-worm,  and  fill  the 
"air  on  all  fides,  like  fo  many  living  ftars,  to  tlie  great  aftonifhment  and  admiration 
of  a traveller  unaccuftomed  to  the  country. — In  the  day-time  they  difappear. 
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clouds,  fleecy,  and  of  a reddifli  hue,  are  now  feen,  in  the  morn-  CHAP, 
ing,  in  the  quarters  of  the  fouth,  and  fouth-eafl:  j the  tops  of  I. 
the  ihountains  at  the  fame  time  appear  clear  of  clouds,  and  the  ' 

cbjedts  upon  them  wear  a blueifli  call,  and  feem  much  nearer 
to  the  fpediator  than  ufual.  When  thefe  vaft  accumulations 
of  vapour  have  rifen  to  a confiderable  height  in  the  atmofphere, 
they  commonly  move  horizontally  towards  the  mountains,  pro- 
claiming their  progrefs  in  deep  and  rolling  thunder,  which, 
reverberated  from  peak  to  peak,  and  anfwered  by  the  diflant 
roaring  of  the  fea,  heightens  the  majelly  of  the  fcene,  and  irre- 
fiftibly  lifts  up  the  mind  of  the  fpedtator  to  the  great  Author 
of  all  fublimity. 

The  waters,  however,  with  which  thefe  congregated  va- 
pours load  the  atmofphere,  feldom  fall  with  great  and  general 
force  until* the  beginning  of  October.  It  is  then  that  the 
heavens  pour  down  cataradls.  An  European  who  has  not  vi- 
fited  thefe  climates,  can  form  no  jiifl;  conception  of  the  quan- 
tity of  water  which  deluges  the  earth  at  this  feafon : by  an 
exadt  account  which  was  kept  of  the  perpendicular  height  of 
the  water  which  fell  in  one  year  in  Barbadoes  (and  that  no 
ways  remarkable)  it  appeared  to  have  been  equal  to  fixty-feven. 
cubical  inches.. 

It  is  now,  in-,  the  interval  between  the  beginning  of  Au- 
gufl:  and  the  latter  end  of  Odtober,  that  hurricanes,  thofe 
dreadful  vifitations  of  the  Almighty,  are  apprehended.  The 
prognoflics  of  thefe  elementary  conflidts,  have  been  minutely 
defcribed  by  various  writers,  and  their  effedts  are  known  by, 
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BOOK  late  mournful  experience  to  every  inhabitant  of  every  ifland 
I-  within  the  tropicks,  but  their  immediate  caufe  feems  to  lie  far 
' beyond  the  limits  of  our  circumfcribed  knowledge. 

Towards  the  end  of  November,  or  fometimes  not  till  the 
middle  of  December,  a confiderable  change  in  the  temperature 
of  the  air  is  perceivable.  The  coafts  to  the  northward  are  now 
beaten  by  a rough  and  heavy  fea,  roaring  with  inceifant  noife ; 
the  wind  varies  from  the  eaft  to  the  north-eaft  and  north,  fome- 
tirnes  driving  before  it,  acrofs  the  higheft  mountains,  not  only 
heavy  rains  but  hail ; till  at  length,  the  north  wind  haying 
acquired  fufficient  force,  the  atmofphere  is  cleared ; and  now 
comes  on  a fucceffion  of  ferene  and  pleafant  weather,  the  north- 
eaft  and  northerly  winds  fpreading  coolnefs  and  delight 
throughout  the  whole  of  this  burning  region. 

If  this  interval,  therefore,  from  tlie  beginning  of  December 
to  the  end  of  April,  be  called  winter,  it  is  certainly  the  fined: 
winter  on  the  globe.  To  valetudinarians  and  perfons  advanced 
in  life,  it  is  the  climate  of  Paradife. 

The  account  wliich  I have  thus  given  is,  however,  to  be 
received  not  as  uniformly  exadl  and  minutely  particular ; but 
as  a general  reprefentation  only,  fubjedt  to  many  variations  and 
exceptions.  In  the  large  iflands  of  Cuba,  Hifpaniola,  and 
Jamaica,  whofe  lofty  mountains  are  clothed  with  forefis  per- 
haps as  old  as  the  deluge,  the  rains  are  much  more  frequent 
and  violent  than  in  the  fmall  iflands  to  windward ; fome  of 
which  are  without  mountains,  and  others  without  wood;  both 
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powerful  agents  on  the  atmofphere.  In  the  interior  and  ele-  CHAP, 
vated  didrid:s  of  the  three  former  iflands,  I believe  there  are  I. 
(howers  in  every  month  of  the  year  j and  on  the  northern  ‘ 
coafls  of  thofe  iflands,  confiderable  rains  are  expelled  in  De- 
cember or  January,  foon  after  the  fetting  in  of  the  north 
winds. 

Concerning  the  trade-wind,  or  diurnal  fea-breeze,  which  Windi, 
blows  in  thefe  climates  from  the  eaft,  and  its  collateral  points, 
with  little  intermiffion  or  variation  nine  months  in  the  year,, 
the  caufes  of  it  having  been  traced  and  difplayed  by  numerous 
writers,  it  is  unnecelTary  for  me  to  treat ; but  the  peculiarity 
of  the  land-wind  by  night  (than  which  nothing  can  be  more 
grateful  and  refrefliing)  has  been  lefs  generally  noticed.  This 
is  an  advantage,  among  others,  which  the  larger  iflands  of  the 
Weft  Indies  derive  from  the  great  inequality  of  their  furface ; 
for  as  foon  as  the  fea-breeze  dies  away,  the  hot  air  of  the  plains 
being  rarefied,  afeends  towards  the  tops  of  the  mountains,  and  is 
there  condenfed  by  the  cold^  which  making  it  fpecifically 
heavier  than  it  was  before,  it  defeends  back  to  the  plains  on 
both  fides  of  the  ridge.  Hence  a night- wind  is  felt  in  all  the 
mountainous  countries  under  the  torrid  zone,  blowing  on  all 
Tides  from  the  land  towards  the  fliore,  fo  that  on  a north  Ihore 
the  wind  Ihall  come  from  the  fouth,  and  on  the  fouth  fliore 
from  the  north.  Agreeably  to  this  hypothefis,  it  is  obferv- 
able  that  in  the  iflands  to  windward,  where  they  have  no  moun- 
tains, they  have  ho  land-breeze  (kj. 

Of  , 

(k)  The  account  thus  given  of  the  land-wind,  is  chiefly  in  the  words  of  Dr- 
Franklin,  whofe  defeription  is  fo  precife  and  accurate  as  to  admit  of  no  irnprove- 
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BOOK  the  general  appearance  of  a diftant  country,  and  the 

I.  feenery  with  which  it  is  clothed,  it  is  difficult,  by  mere  verbal 
^ defeription,  to  convey  an  idea.  To  the  firft  difeoverers,  the  prof- 
pedt  of  thefe  iflands  muff  have  been  interefling  beyond  all  that 
imagination  can  at  prefent  conceive  of  it.  Even  at  this  day, 
when  the  mind  is  prepared  by  anticipation,  they  are  beheld  by' 
the  voyager  for  the  firft  time,  with  ffrong  emotions  of  admira- 
tion and  pleafure ; arifing  not  only  from  the  novelty  of  the 
feene,  but  alfo  from  the  beauty  of  the  fmaller  iflands,  and  the 
fublimity  of  the  larger,  vvhofe  lofty  mountains  form  a ftupen- 
dous  and  awful  pi<fture ; the  fubjed:  both  of  wonder  and  con- 
templation f'/y. 

, Noft 

ment.  In  Barbadoes,  and  moft  of  the  fmall  iflands  to  windward,  the  fea-breeze 
blov7s  as  well  by  night  as  by  day.  It  is  fometimes  the  cafe  in  Jamaica  in  the 
months  of  June  and  July,  the  land  at  that  time  being  heated  to  fuch  a degree, 

. that  the  cold  air  of  the  mountains  is  not  fufficiently  denfe  to  check  the  current 
which  flows  from  the  fea. 

(!)  To  the  firft  voyagers  to  the  Weft  Indies  many  mufthave  been  the  objeefts. 
of  aftoniftiment,  and  in  fome  refpefts  of  terror,  even  before  the  appearance  of  land? 
fuch  as  the  variation  of  the  compafs,  the  regularity  of  the  winds,  the  water  fpout, 
and  other  phaenomena ; of  the  exiftence  of  which  they  were  previoufly  unap- 
prized. It  is  in  fuch  cafes  that  terror  exerts  its  power  over  the  mind  with  uncon- 
troulable  afcendancy ; for  reafon  and  refleiftion  can  furnifti  no  argument  to  op- 
pofe  to  its  progrefs.  Columbus  in  truth  found  himfelf  amidft  a new  creation. 
What,  for  inftance,  could  have  more  ftrongly  excited  curiofity  than  the  firft  fight 
of  that  wonderful  little  animal  the  flying  fijh  ? Who  would  have  believed  that  the 
natives  of  the  deep  had  power  to  quit  their  watery  element,  and  fly  aloft  with  the 
birds  of  the  air ! It  was  an  aera  of  miracles,  and  confidering  the  propenfity  of 
mankind  to  magnify  what  truly  is  ftrange,  the  modefty  difplayed  by  Columbus  in 
/peaking  of  his  enterprifes  and  difeoveries,  and  the  ftrift  adherence  to  truth  which 
he  appears  on  all  occafions  to  have  manifefted,  form  a very  diftinguiftied  feature 
in  his  charadler.  In  general  the  travellers  of  thofe  days  not  only  reported  won- 
derful 
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Nor  did  thefe  promifing  territories  difappoint  expedlation 
on  a nearer  fearch  and  more  accurate  infpedtion.  Columbus, 
whole  veracity  has  never  been  fufpedted,  fpeaks  of  their  beauty 
and  fertility  in  terms  of  the  higheft  admiration  : “ There  is  a 
“ river  (he  obferves  in  one  of  his  letters  to  King  Ferdinand 
“ written  from  Cuba)  which  difcharges  itfelf  into  the  harbour 
“ that  I have  named  Porto  Santo,  of  fufficient  depth  to  be  navi- 
gable.  I had  the  cur|ofity  to  found  it,  and  found  eight  fa- 
“ thorn.  Yet  the  water  is  fo  limpid,  that  I can  eafily  difcern 
**  the  fand  at  the  bottom.  The  banks  of  this  river  are  embel- 
“ lifhed  with  lofty  palm-trees,  whofe  fliade  gives  a delicious 
**  freflinefs  to  the  air;  and  the  birds  and  the  flowers  are  un- 
common  and  beautiful.  I was  fo  delighted  with  the  fcene, 
“ that  I had  almoft  come  to  the  refolution  of  flaying  here  the 
“ remainder  of  my  days;  for  believe  me.  Sire,  thefe  countries 
**  far  furpafs  all  the  refl:  of  the  world  in  pleafure  and  conveni- 
**  ency ; and  I have  frequently  obferved  to  my  people,  that, 
„ with  all  my  endeavours  to  convey  to  your  Majefly  an  ade- 


derful  things  which  never  exifted,  but  fometimes  even  really  believed  what  they 
reported.  In  1512  John  Ponce  de  Leon,  a Spaniard  of  diftindtion  (as  we  are 
informed  by  Herrera)  actually  took  a voyage  to  Florida  for  the  purpofe  of  bathing 
in  the  River  Bimini^  vyhich  he  had  been  told  and  believed  would  reftore  him  to 
youth,  like  the  cauldron  of  Medea.  If  we  laugh  at  the  credulity  of  this  old  man, 
what  fhall  we  fay  to  our  own  learned  countryman  Sir  Walter  Raleigh,  who  fix- 
ty  years  afterwards,  in  the  hiftory  of  his  voyage  to  Guiana,  gives  an  account  of  a 
nation  who  were  horn  without  heads^and  whofe  eyes  were  placed  in  their  fhouldcrs, 
Raleigh  does  not  indeed  pretend  that  he  had  feen  any  of  thefe  ftrange  people  him- 
I’elf,  but  he  repeats  what  he  had  heard  from  others  with  a gravity  and  folemnity 
vdiich  evince  that  he  ferioufly  believed  their  exiftence.  See  his  account  of 
Guiana  in  Hakluyt’s  Colledllon,  vol.  ii.  * 
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**  quate  idea  of  the  charming  objedls  which  continually  prefent 
**  themfelves  to  our  view,  the  defcription  will  fall  greatly  fhort 
“ of  the  reality.” 

How  ill  informed,  or  prejudiced,  are  thofe  writers,  there- 
fore, who,  affedting  to  dilbelieve,  or  endeavouring  to  palliate, 
the  enormities  of  the  Spanilh  invaders,  reprefent  thefe  once  de- 
lightful fpots,  when  firft  difcovered  by  Columbus,  to  have 
been  fo  many  impenetrable  and  unhealthy  deferts  ! It  is. true, 
that  after  the  Spaniards,  in  the  courfe  of  a few  bloody  years,  had 
exterminated  the  ancient  and  rightful  poflelTors,  the  earth, 
left  to  its  own  natural  fertility,  beneath  the  influence  of  a tro- 
pical fun,  teemed  with  noxious  vegetation.  Then,  indeed, 
the  faireft  of  the  iflands  became  fo  many  frightful  folitudes ; 
impervious  and  unwholefome.  Such  was  the  condition  of 
Jamaica  when  wrefted  from  the  Spanifli  Crown  in  1655,  and 
fuch  is  the  condition  of  great  part  of  Cuba  and  Porto  Rico  at 
this  day ; for  the  infinitely  wife  and  benevolent  Governor  of 
the  univerfe,  to  compel  the  exertion  of  thofe  faculties  which 
he  has  given  us,  has  ordained,  that  by  human  cultivation  alone, 
the  earth  becomes  the  proper  habitation  of  man  f 7n)» 

' (m)  Dr.  Lind,  In  his  “ Eflay  on  the  Difeafes  of  Hot  Climates,”  has  prefervecf 
an  extraft  from  the  Journal  of  an  Officer  who  failed  up  a river  on  the  coaft  of  Gui- 
nea, which  affords  a ftriking  illuflration  of  this  remark:  “ We  were  (fays  the 
“ Officer)  thirty  miles  diftant  from  thefca,  in  a country  altogether  uncultivated, 
“ overflowed  with  water — furrounded  with  thick  impenetrable  v/oods,  and  over- 
run  with  flime.  The  air  was  fo  vitiated,  noifome  and  thick,  that  our  torches  and 
“ candles  burnt  dim^  andfeemed  ready  to  heSxUnguiJhed •,  and  even  the  human  voice 
“ loji  its  natural  toned'  *Part  T.  p.  64, 
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But  as  the  Weft  Indian  Iflands  in  their  ancient  ftate  were 
not  without  culture,  fo  neither  were  they  generally  noxious  to 
health.  The  plains  or  favannas  were  regularly  fown,  twice  in 
the  year,  with  that  fpecies  of  grain  which  is  now  well  known 
in  Europe  by  the  name  of  Turkey  Wheat.  It  was  called  by  the 
Indians  Mahez,  or  Maize,  a name  it  ftill  bears  in  all  the  Iflands, 
and  does  not  require  very  laborious  cultivation.  This  however 
conftituted  but  a part  only,  and  not  the  moft  confiderable  part, 
of  the  vegetable  food  of  the  natives.  As  thefe  countries  were 
at  the  fame  time  extremely  populous,  both  the  hills  and  the 
vallies  (of  the  fmaller  iflands  efpecially)  were  neceflarily  cleared 
of  underwood,  and  the  trees  which  remained  afforded  a fhade 
that  was  cool,  airy,  and  delicious.  Of  thefe,  fome,  as  the 
papawand  the  palmeto  fnj,  are,  without  doubt,  the  moft  grace- 
ful of  all  the  vegetable  creation.  Others  continue  to  bud, 
bloflbm,  and  bear  fruit  throughout  the  year.  Nor  is  it  unde- 
ferving  notice,  that  the  foliage  of  the  moft  part  fpringing  only 
from  the  fummit  of  the  trunk,  and  thence  expanding  into 
wide-fpreading  branches,  clofely  but  elegantly  arranged,  every 
grove  is  an  alTemblage  of  majeftic  columns,  fupporting  a ver- 
dant canopy,  and  excluding  the  fun,  without  impeding  the  cir- 
culation of  the  air.  Thus  the  fhade,  at  all  times  impervious 
to  the  blaze,  and  refreflied  by  the  diurnal  breeze,  affords,  not 

(n)  The  fpecies  here  meant  (for  there  are  feveral)  is  the  palmeto-royal,  or 
mountain-cabbage.  Ligon  mentions  fome,  at  the  firft  fettlement  of  Barbadoes, 
about  200  feet  in  height;  but  Mr.  Hughes  obferves,  that  the  higheft  in  his  time, 
in  that  ifland,  was  134  feet.  I am  inclined  to  believe,  that  I have  feen  them  in 
Jamaica  upwards  of  150  feet  in  height;  but  it  is  impolfible  to  fpeak  witli  cer- 
tainty without  an  aftual  meafurement. 
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BOOK  merely  a refuge  from  occafional  inconveniency,  but  a moft 
b wholefome  and  delightful  retreat  and  habitation. 

• Such  were  thefe  orchards  of  the  Sun,  and  woods  of  peren- 
nial verdure  ; of  a growth  unknown  to  the  frigid  clime  and  ' 
lefs  vigorous  foil  of  Europe ; for  what  is  the  oak  compared  to 
the  cedar  or  mahogany,  of  each  of  which  the  trunk  frequently 
meafures  from  eighty  to  ninety  feet  from  tlie  bafe  to  the 
limbs?  What  European  foreft  has  ever  given  birth  to  a ftem 
equal  to  that  of  the  ceiba  which  alone,  limply  rendered 
concave,  has  been  known  to  produce  a boat  capable  of  con- 
taining one  hundred  perfons  ? or  the  ftill  greater  fig,  the  fove- 
reign  of  the  vegetable  creation, — ^itfelf  a foreil  [p J ? 

(o)  The  wild  cotton  tree. 

(p)  This. monarch  of  the*  woods,. whole  empire  extends  over  Afia  and  Africa,, 
as  well  as  the  tropical  parts  of  America,  is  defcribed  by ’our  divine  Poet  with 
great  exa^lnel's : 

The  fig-tree,  not  that  kind  for  fruit  renown’d. 

But  luch  as  at  this  day  to  Indians  known 
In  Malabar  arwl  Decan,  fpreads  her  armi. 

Branching  fo  broad  and  long,  that  in  the  ground 
The  bearded  twigs  take  root,  and  daughters  grow 
Above  the  mother  tree,  a pillar' d Jhade, 

High  over-arch' dt  and  echoing  walks  between  ! 

Paradife  Loll,  Book  IX.- 

It  is  called  in  the  Eaft  Indies  the  banyan-tree.  Mr.  Marfden  gives  the  following 
Account  of  the  dimenfions  of  one,  near  Manjee,  twenty  miles  weft  of  Patna  in 
Bengal;  Diameter,  363  to  375  feet;  circumference  of  the  fliadow  at  noon,  1116 
feet;  circumference  of  the  feveral  ftems,  in  number  fifty  or  fixty,  921  feet. 
Hift.  Sumatra,  p.  131. 
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The  majeftic  fcenery  of  thefe  gigantic  groves  was  at  the  CHAP, 
fame  time  enlivened  by  the  lingular  forms  of  fome,  and  the  I- 
furprifing  beauty  of  others  of  the  inferior  animals  which  pof- 
felTed  and  peopled  them.  Although  thefe  will  be  more  fully 
defcribed  in  the  fequel,  a few  obfervations  which  at  prefent 
occur  to  me,  will,  I hope,  be  forgiven.  If  it  be  true,  as  it 
hath  been  allerted,  that  in  moll  of  the  regions  of  the  torrid 
zone  the  heat  of  the  fun  is,  as  it  were,  reflected  in  the  untame- 
able  fiercenefs  of  their  wild  beafts,  and  in  the  exalted  rage 
and  venom  of  the  numerous  ferpents  with  which  they  are  in- 
fefted,  the  Sovereign  Difpofer  of  all  things  has  regarded  the 
Iflands  of  the  Weft  Indies  with  peculiar  favour;  inafmuch  as 
their  ferpents  are  wholly  deditute  of  fqj,  and  they  pof- 

fefs 

(ti)  1 fay  this  on  the  authority  of  Brown,  Charlevoix,  and  Hughes  (of  whom 
the  lirft  compiled  the  Hiftory  of  Jamaica,  the  fecond  that  of  Hifpaniola,  and  the 
laft  of  Barbadoes) — on  the  teftimony  of  many  gentlemen  who  have  rcfided  in  fe- 
veral  of  the  Windward  Iflands — and  on  my  own  experience  during  a refidenee  of 
eighteen  years  in  Jamaica.  In  that  time  I neither  knew  nor  heard  of  any  perfo« 
being  hurt  from  the  bite  of  any  one  fpecies  of  the  numerous  fnakes  or  lizards 
known  in  that  ifland.  Some  of  the  fnakes  I have  mylelf  handled  with  perfedl 
fecurity,  I conclude,  therefore,  (notwithftanding  the  contrary  aflertion  of  Du 
Tertre  relpedling  Martinico  and  St.  Lucia)  that  all  the  Ifl:uids  are  providentially 
exempted  from  this  evil.  Neverthelefs  it  muft  be  admitted,  that  the  circum- 
ftance  is  extraordinary;  inafmuch  as  every  part  of  the  continent  of  America, 
but  efprcially  thofc  provinces  which  lie  under  the  Equator,  abound  in  a high  de- 
gree with  ferpents,  whofe  bite  is  mortal. Mr.  Bancroft,  in  his  Account  of 

Guiana,  gives  a dreadful  lift  of  fuch  as  are  found  in  that  extenfive  country;  .and, 
in  fpeaking  of  one,  of  a fpecies  whicn  he  calls  the  fmall  labarra^  makes  mention 
of  a negro  who  was  unfortunately  bit  by  it  in  the  finger.  The  negro  had  but 
juft  time  to  kill  the  fnake,  when  his  limbs  became  unable  to  fupport  him,  and  he 

VoL.  I.  D tell 


HISTORY  OF  THE 


i8 

BOOK  fefs  no  animal  of  prey,  to  defolate  their  vallies.  The  croco- 
h dile,  or  alligator,  is  indeed  fometimes  difcovered  on  the  banki 
of  their  rivers ; but  notwithftanding  all  that  has  been  faid  of 
its  fierce  and  favage  difpolitlon,  I pronounce  it,  from  my  own 
knowledge,  a cautious  and  timid  creature,  avoiding,  with  the 
utmoft  precipitation,  the  approach  of  man.  The  reft  of  the 
lizard  kind  are  perfectly  innocent  and  inoffenfive.  Some  ^f 
them  are  even  fond  of  human  fociety.  They  embellifti  our 
walks  by  their  beauty,  and  court  our  attention  by  gentlenefs 
and  frolic ; but  their  kindnefs,  I know  not  why,  is  returned  by 
averfton  and  difguft.  Anciently  the  woods  of  almoft  all  the 
equatorial  parts  of  America  abounded  with-  various  tribes  of 
the  fmaller  monkey ; a fportive  and  fagacious  little  creature, 
which  the  people  of  Europe  feem  likewife  to  have  regarded 
with  unmerited  deteftation  j for  they  hunted  them  down  with 
^ fuch  barbarous  affiduity,  that  in  feveral  of  the  iflands  every  Ipe- 
cies  of  them  has  been  long  lince  exterminated.  Of  the  feathered , 

fell  to  the  ground,  and  expired  in  lefs  than  five  minutes. Dr.  Dancer,  in  his  ^ 

Hiftory  of  the  Expedition  from  Jamaica  to  Fort  Juan  on  the  Lake  of  Nicaragua, 
in  1780,  which  he  attended  as  phyfician,  relates  the  following  circumftance : A 
fnake  hanging  from  the  bough  of  a tree  bit  one  of  the  foldiers,  as  he  pafled  along, 
j uft  under  the  orbit  of  the  left  eye ; from  whence  the  poor  man  felt  fuch  intents 
pain,  that  he  was  unable  to  proceed : and  when  a meflenger  was  fent  to  him  a 
few  hours  afterwards,  he  was  found  dead,  with  all  the  fymptoms  of  putrefaftion, 
a yellownefs  and  fwelling  over  his  whole  body ; and  the  eye  near  to  which  he  was 
bitten,  wholly  diflblved.  This  circumftance  was  confirmed  to  me  by  Colonel 
Kemble,  who  commanded  in  chief  on  that  expedition.  It  may  not  be  ufelcfs 
to  add,  that  thofe  ferpents  v/hich,  are  venomous  are  furniftied  with  fangs  fome- 
what  refembling  the  tulks  of  a boar ; they  ar€  moveable,  and  inferted  in  the  up- 
per jaw. 
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race  too,  many  tribes  have  now  nearly  deferted  thofe  fhores 
where  polithed  man  delights  in  fpreading  univerfal  and  capri- 
cious deftrudtion.  Among  thefe,  one  of  the  moft  remarkable 
was  the  flamingo,  an  elegant  and  princely  bird,  as  large  as  the 
fwan,  and  arrayed  in  plumage  of  the  brightefl:  fcarlet.  Nume- 
rous, however,  are  the  feathered  kinds,  4efervedly  ditlinguifli- 
ed  by  their  fplendour  and  beauty,  that  ilill  animate  thefe  fylvan 
receflTesi  The  parrot,  and  its  various  affinities,  from  the  mac- 
caw  to  the  perroquet,  fome  of  them  not  larger  than  a fparrow, 
are  too  well  known  to 'require  defeription.  Thefe  are  as  plen- 
tiful in  the  larger  iflands  of  the  Well  Indies  as  the  rook  is  ii^ 
Europe.  But  the  boafl  of  American  groves  is  doubtlefs  the 
colibry,  or  humming  bird;  of  the  brilliance  of  whofe  plumage 
no  combination  of  words,  nor  tints  of  the  pencil,  can  convey 
an  adequate^ idea.  The  confummate  green  of  the  emerald, 
the  rich  purple  of  the  amethyff:,  and  the  vivid  flame  of  th© 
ruby,  all  happily  blended  and  enveloped  beneath  a tranfparenc 
veil  of  waving  gold,  are  diflinguiffiable  in  every  fpecies,  but 
differently  arranged  and  apportioned  in  each.  Nor  is  the  mi- 
nutenefs  of  its  form  lefs  the  objedt  of  admiration,  than  the  luf- 
tre  of  its  plumage  ; the  fmaliefl:  fpecies  not  exceeding  the  fize 
of  a beetle,  and  appearing  the  link  which  connedts  the  bird 
and  infedl  creation. 

It  has  been  obferved,  however,  that  although  nature  is  pro- 
fufe  of  ornament  to  the  birds  of  the  torrid  zone,  the  has  be- 
llowed far  greater  powers  of  melody  on  thofe  of  Europe ; and 
the"  obfervation  is  partly  true.  That  prodigality  and  variety  of 
mufic  which  in  tlie  vernal  feafon  enlivens  the  Britiffa  groves, 
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is  certainly  unknown  to  the  tliades  of  the  tropical  regions ; yet 
are  not  thefe  altogether  filent  or  inharmonious.  The  note  of 
the  mock-bird  is  defervedly  celebrated,  while  the  hum  of  my- 
riads of  bufy  infedls,  and  the  plaintive  melody  of  the  innume- 
rable variety  of  doves  abounding  in  thefe  climates,  form  a con- 
cert, which,  if  it  ferve  not  to  awaken  the  fancy,  contributes  at 
leaf!  to  footh  the  affections,  and,  like  the  murmuring  of  a rivu- 
let, gives  harmony  to  repofe. 

Mountains.  But,  refigning  to  the  naturalifl:  the  tafk  of  minutely  de- 
feribing  the  fplendid  aerial  tribes  of  thefe  regions,  whofe  va- 
riety is  not  lefs  remarkable  than  their  beauty,  I now  return 
from  thefe,  the  fmalleft  and  moft  pleating  forms  of  aCtive  life, 
to  the  largeft  and  moft  awful  objeCls  of  inanimate  nature.  The 
tranfition  is  abrupt  ; but  it  is  in  the  magnitude,  extent,  and 
elevation  of  the  mountains  of  the  New  World,  that  the  Al- 
mighty has  moft  ftrikingly  manifefted  the  wonders  of  his  om- 
nipotence. Thofe  of  South  America  are  fuppofed  to  be  nearly 
twice  the  height  of  the  highefl  in  the  ancient  hemifphere,  and, 
even  under  the  equator,  have  their  tops  involved  in  everlafting 
fnow.  To  thofe  maflive  piles,  the  loftieft  fummits  of  the  moft 
elevated  of  the  Weft  Indian  Iflands  cannot  indeed  be  com- 
pared ; but  fome  of  thefe  rife,  neverthelefs,  in  amazing  gran- 
deur, and  are  among  the  firft  objeCls  that  fix  the  attention  of 
the  voyager.  The  mountains  of  Hifpaniola  in  particular, 
whofe  wavy  ridges  are  deferied  from  fea  at  the  diftance  of 
thirty  leagues,  towering  far  above  the  clouds  in  ftupendous 
magnificence,  and  the  blue  mountains  of  Jamaica,  have  never 
yet,  that  I have  heard,  been  fully  explored.  Neither  curi- 
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-ofity  nor  avarice  has  hitherto  ventured  to  invade  the  topmofb 
of  thofe  lofty  regions.  In  fuch  of  them  as  are  acceflible,  na- 
ture is  found  to  have  put  on  the  appearance  of  a new  crea- 
tion. As  the  climate  changes,  the  trees,  the  birds,  and  the 
infedls  are  feen  alfo  to  differ  from  thofe  which  are  met  with 
below.  To  an  unaccuftomed  fpedlator,  looking  down  from 
thofe  heights,  the  whole  fcene  appears  like  enchantment.  The 
firll  objed;  which  catches  the  eye  at  the  dawn  of  day,  is  a vafl 
expanfe  of  vapour,  covering  the  whole  face  of  the  vallies.  Its 
boundaries  being  perfectly  diftind,  and  vifibly  circumfcribed, 
it  has  the  exad  refemblance  of  an  immenfe  body  of  water, 
while  the  mountains  appear  like  fo  many  iilands  in  the  rnidd: 
of  a beautiful  lake.  As  the  fun  increafes  in  force,  the  profped 
varies  : the  incumbent  vapours  hy  upward,  and  melt  into  air  ; 
difcloling  all  the  beauties  of  nature,  and  the  triumphs  of  in- 
duflry,  heightened  and  embellifhed  by  the  full  blaze  of  a tro- 
jpical  fun.  In  the  equatorial  feafon,  fcenes  of  dill  greater 
magnificence  frequently  prefent  themfelves  j for,  while  all  is 
calm  and  ferene  in  the  higher  regions,  the  clouds  are  feen  be- 
low fweeping  along  the  fides  of  the  mountains  in  vaft  bodies  ; 
till,  growing  more  ponderous  by  accumulation,  they  fall  at 
length  in  torrents  of  water  on  the  plains.  The  found  of  the 
temped  is  diftindly  heard  by  the  fpedator  above ; the  diftant 
lightening  is  feen  to  irradiate  the  gloom  j while  the  thunder, 
reverberated  in  a thoufand  echoes,  rolls  far  beneath  his  feet. 

But  lofty  as  the  tropical  mountains  generally  are,  it  is 
■wonderfully  true,  that  all  the  known  parts  of  their  fummits 
iurnifh  inconteftiblcv evidence  that  the  fea  had  once  dominion 
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over  them.  Even  their  appearance  at  a diftance  affords  an 
argument  in  fupport  of  this  conclufion.  Their  ridges  re- 
femble  billows,  and  their  various,  inequalities,  inflexions,  and 
convexities,  feem  juflly  afcribable  to  the  fluctuations  of  the 
deep.  As  in  other  countries  too,  marine  fliells  are  found  in 
great  abundance  in  various  parts  of  thefe  heights.  I have  feen 
on  a mountain  in  the  interior  parts  of  Jamaica  petrified  oyfliers 
dug  up,  which  perfectly  refembled.  In  the  moft  minute  cireum- 
ftances,  the  large  oyfters  of  the  weftern  coafl:  of  England  ; a 
fpecies  not  to  be-found  at  this  time,  I believe,  in  the  feas  of  the 
Weft  Indies.  Here,  then,  is  an  ample  field  for  conjecture  to  ex- 
patiate in ; and  indeed  few  fubjeCts  haive  afforded  greater  exercife 
to  the  pens  of  phyfical ' writers,  than  the  -appearances  I have 
mentioned.  While  fome  philofophers  aflign  the  origin  of  all 
the  various  inequalities  of  the  earth  to  the  ravages  of  the  de- 
luge, others,  confidering  the  mountains  as  the  parents  of  fprings 
and  fivers,  maintairt  that  they  are  coeval  with  the  world  j and 
that,  firfl;  emerging  from  the  abyfs,  they  were  created  with  it. 
Some  again  afcribe  them  to  the  force  of  volcanoes  and  earth- 
quakes : “ the  Almighty,”  fay  they,  “ while  he  permits  fub- 
terranean  fires  to  fwallow  up  cities  and  plains  in  one  part  of 
the  globe,  caufes  them  to  produce  promontories  and  iflands  in 
. another,  which  afterwards  become  the  fruitful  feats  of  induftry 
and  happinefs  frj.  , ^ 


All  thefe  and  other  theorlfls  concur,  however,  in  the  belief 
that  the  furface  of  the  globe  has  undergone  many  furprifing 
and  violent  convulfions  and  changes  fince  it  firfl:  came  from 
( r)  Goldfraith’s  Hiftory  of  the  Earth,  &c.  vqI.  i. 
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the  hands  of  the  Creator.  Hills  have  funk  into  plains,  and 
vallies  have  been  exalted  into  hills.  Refpedting  the  numerous 
iflands  of  the  Weft  Indies,  they  are  generally  confidered  as  the 
tops  of  lofty  mountains,  the  eminences  of  a great  continent, 
converted  into  iflands  by  a tremendous  concuffion  of  nature, 
which,  increaling  the  natural  courfe  of  the  ocean  from  Eaft  to 
Weft,  has  laid  a vaft  extent  of  level  country  under  water  (J). 

But  notwithftanding  all  that  has  been  written  on  this 
fubjedl,  very  little  feems  to  be  known.  The  advocates  of  this 
lyftem  do  not  fufficiently  conhder,  that  the  fea  could  not  have 
covered  fo  great  a portion  of  land  on  one  lide  of  the  globe, 
without  leaving  an  immenfe  fpace  as  fuddenly  dry  on  the 
other.  We  have  no  record  in  hiftory  of  fo  mighty  a revolu- 
tion, nor  indeed  are  many  of  the  premifes  on  which  this  hy- 
pothefis  is  built,  eftabliftied  in  truth. 

Perhaps,  inftead  of  confidering  thefe  Iflands  as  the  frag- 
ments of  a defolated  continent,  we  ought  rather  to  regard  them 
as  the  rudiments  of  a new  one.  It  is  extremely  probable,  that 
many  of  them,  even  now,  are  but  beginning  to  emerge  from 
the  bolbm  of  the  deep.  Mr.  Buftbn  has  Ihewn,  by  incontro- 
vertible evidence,  that  the  bottom  of  the  fea  bears  an  exa6t  re- 
femblance  to  the  land  which  we  inhabit ; confifting,  like  the 
earth,  of  hills  and  vallies,  plains  and  hollows,  rocks,  fands  and 
foils  of  every  confiftence  and  fpecies.  To  the  motion  of  the 
waves,  and  the  fediments  which  they  have  depofited,  he  im- 
putes too,  with  great  probability,  the  regular  pofltions  of  the 

(J)  See  L’Abbe  Raynal,  L’Abbe  Pluehe,  and  others# 
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BOOK  various  ftrata  or  layers  which  compofe  the  upper  parts  of  the 
earth  : and  he  fhews  that  this  arrangement  cannot  have  been 

t,  — — , 1 ^ 

the  effe<fl  of  a fudden  revolution,  but  of  caufes  flow,  gradual, 
and  fucceflive  in  their  operations.  To  the  flow  of  tides  and 
rivers,  depofiting  materials  which  have  been  accumulating  ever 
flnce  the  creation,  and  the  various  fludtuations  of  the  deep 
operating  thereon,  he  afcribes,  therefore,  mofl:  of  thofe  in- 
equalities in  the  prefent  appearance  of  the  globe  which  in 
fome  parts  embelilh,  and  in  others  (to  our  limited  view  at 
leaft)  deface  it. 

Pursuing  this  train  of  thought,  we  may  be  led  perhaps 
to  confider  many  of  the  mofl:  terrifying  appearances  of  nature, 
as  neceflary  and  propitious  in  the  formation  and  fupport  of  the 
fyflem  of  the  world  ; and  to  trace  even  in  volcanoes  and 
earthquakes  (of  which  mofl:  of  thefe  iflands  bear  evident  me- 
morials) the  flupendous  agency  of  divine  providence,  em- 
ployed, as  mankind  increafe  in  numbers,  in  raiflng  up  from 
the  bottom  of  the  deep  new  portions  of  land  for  their  habita- 
tions and  comfort. 

These  confiderations  are  founded  In  piety,  and  feem  con- 
fonant  to  reafon  ; and  although  in  contemplating  the  tremen- 
dous phenomena  which  the  mountains  of  South  America, 
beyond  all  other  parts  of  the  globe,  prefent  to  our  notice  f'f  J, 

“ Of  all  parts  of  the  earth  America  is  the  place  where  the  dreadful  irregu- 
larities of  nature  are  the  moft  confpicuous,  Vefuvius,  and  Etna  itfelf,  are  but 
mere  fireworks  in  comparifon  to  the  burning  mountains  of  the  Andes,  which,  as 
they  are  the  higheft  mountains  in  the’ world,  fo  alfo  are  they  the  moft  formidable 
for  their  eruptions.”— —Goldlmith’s  Hiftory  of  the  Earth,  &c.  vol.  i.  p.  99. 

and 
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and  reflecting  on  the  devaluations  which  they  fpread,  human  CHAP, 
reafon  will  fometimes  find  itfelf  perplexed  and  difmayed,  may  I. 
we  not  by  analogy  conclude,  that  the  Almighty,  uniform  in 
his  purpofes,  is  equally  wife  and  benevolent  in  all  his  difpen- 
fations,  though  the  fcale  on  which  he  aCts  is  fometimes  too 
large  for  the  fpan  of  our  confined  and  feeble  comprehenfion  ? 

They  who  feem  heft  qualified  to  contemplate  the  works  of  the 
Deity,  will  mofl:  readily  acknowledge  that  it  is  not  for  man  to 
unfold  the  page  of  Omnipotence  ! Happy  if  to  confcious 
ignorance  we  add  humble  adoration  ! 
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Of  the  CharaibeSy  or  aricient  Inhabitants  of  the  Windward  Ijlands* 

‘ — Origin. — Difficulties  attending  an  accurate  invefigation  of 
•'  ■\their  charaSier. — Such  particulars  related  as  are  leaf  difputed, 
concerning  their  manners  and  difpoftionsy  perfons  and  domejlic 
habit Sy  education  off'  their  childreuy  arts,  manufadiures  and  go- 
•vernmenty  religious  ritesy  funeral  ceremoniesy  &c. — Some  reflect 
tions  drawn  ffrom  the  whole. 


BOOK  T T AVING  thus  given  an  account  of  the  climate  and  fea- 
X JL  fons,  and  endeavoured  to  convey  to  the  reader  fome 
faint  idea  of  the  beauty  and  magnificence  with  which  the 
hand  of  Nature  arrayed  the  furface  of  thefe  numerous  Iflands, 
I ihall  now  proceed  to  enquire  after  thofe  inhabitants  to  whofe 
fupport  and  conveniency  they  were  chiefly  found  fubfervient, 
when  they  firfl:  came  to  the  knowledge  of  Europe. 


It  hath  been  obferved  in  the  preceding  chapter  that  Co- 
lumbus, on  his  firft  arrival  at  Hifpaniola,  received  information 
of  a barbarous  and  warlike  people,  a nation  of  Cannibals,  who 
frequently  made  depredations  on  that,  and  the  neighbouring 
Iflands.  They  were  called  Caribbees,  or  Charaibes,  and  were 
reprefented  as  coming  from  the  Eafl.  Columbus,  in  his  fe- 
cond  voyage,  difcovered  that  they  were  the  inhabitants  of 
the  Windward  Iflands. 
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The  great  difference  in  language  and  character  between  thefe  CHAP, 
favages  and  the  inhabitants  of  Cuba,  Hifpaniola,  Jamaica,  and  11. 
Porto-Rico,  hath  given  birth  to  an  opinion  that  their  origin  ' 
aifo,  was  different.  Of  this  there  feems  indeed  to  be  but  little 
doubt;  but  the  queflion  from  whence  each  clafs  of  Iflands  was 
firft  peopled,  is  of  more  difficult  folution.  Rochefort,  who 
publiffied  his  account  of  the  Antilles  in  1658,  pronounces  the 
Charaibes  to  have  been  originally  a nation  of  Florida,  in  North 
America.  — He  fuppofes  that  a colony  of  the  Apalachian 
Indians  having  been  driven  from  that  continent,  arrived  at  the 
Windward  Iflands,  and  exterminating  the  ancient  male  inhabi- 
tants, took  poffeffion  of  their  lands,  and  their  women.  Of  the 
larger  iflands  he  prefumes  that  the  natural  ftrength,  extent 
and  population  affording  fecurity  to  the  natives,  thefe  happily 
efcaped  the  deffrudtion  which  overtook  their  unfortunate  neigh- 
bours ; and  thus  arofe  the  diflindlion  obfervable  between  the 
inhabitants  of  the  larger  and  fmaller  iflands  (a). 

To  this  account  of  the  origin  of  the  Infular  Charaibes,  the 

generality  of  hiflorians  have  given  their  affent ; but  there  are 

doubts  attending  it  that  are  not  eafily  folved.  If  they  migrated 

from  Florida,  the  imperfed;  Rate  and  natural  courfe  of  their 

navigation,  induce  a belief  that  traces  of  them  would  have 

been  found  on  thofe  iflands  which  are  near  to  the  Flojida 

Shore ; yet  the  natives  of  the  Bahamas,  when  difeovered  by 

Columbus,  were  evidently  a fimilar  people  to  thofe  of  Hif- 

/ 

(a)  Rochefort  Hiftoire  des  Ifles  Antilles,  liv.  ii.  c.  vii.  See  alfo,  P.  Labat 
nouv'eau  Voyage  aux  Ifles  de  L’Ainerique,  tom.  iv.  c.  xv. 
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paniola  Befides,  it  is  fufficieiitly  known  that  there 

exifted  anciently  many  numerous  and  powerful  tribes  of  Cha- 
raibes,  on  the  Southern  Peninlula,  extending  from  the  river 
Oronoko  to  Elfequebe,  and  throughout  the  whole  province 
of  Surinam,  even  to  Brafil ; fome  of  which  flill  maintain  their 
independency.  It  was  with  one  of  thofe  tribes  that  our  coun- 
tryman Sir  Walter  Raleigh  formed  an  alliance,  when  that  com- 
mander made  his  romantic  expedition  to  the  coaft  of  Guiana 
in  1*595  and  by  him  we  are  affured  that  the  Charaibes 
of  that  part  of  the  Continent,  fpoke  the  language  of  Do- 
hiinica  I incline  therefore  to  the  opinion  of  Martyr  (e)y 

and  conclude  that  the  iflanders  were  rather  a Colony  from  the 
Charaibes  of  South  America,  than  from  any  nation  of  the 
North.  Rochefort  admits  that  their  own  traditions  referred 
conftantly  to  Guiana  (f).  It  does  not  appear  that  they  enter- 
tained the  moil;  remote  idea  of  a Northern  anceftry. 

It  maybe  thought, perhaps,  that  the  Continental  Charaibes, 
were  themfelves  emigrants  from  the  Northern  to  the  Southern 
Peninfula  : but,  without  attempting  to  controvert  the  pofition, 
to  which  recent  difeoveries  feem  indeed  to  have  given  a full 
confirmation,  namely,  that  the  Afiatic  Continent  firft  fur- 

(h)  Herrera,  lib.  ix.  chap.  ii.  {c)  Bancroft’s  Hiftory  of  Guiana,  p.  259. 

(d)  Hakluyt,  vol.  iii.  p.  668.  {t)  P.  Martyr,  Decad.  2.  lib.  i. 

( f)  Rochefort,  liv.  ii.  c.  vii.  See  alfo,  Note  94  to  Dr.  Robertfon’s  Hiftory 
©f  America.  The  people  called  Galibisy  mentioned  by  Dr.  R.  are  the  Charaibes 
of  the  Continent,  the  term  Galibis  or  Calibis  (as  it  is  written  by  Du  Tertre) 
being,  as  I conceive,  corrupted  from  Caribbee.  Vide  Lafttau,  tom.  i.  p.  297. 
and  Du  Tertre,  tom.  ii.  p.  360. 


n idled 


WEST  INDIES. 


29 


nifTied  inhabitants  to  the  contiguous  North -Weftern  parts  of  CHAP. 
America,  I conceive  the  Charaibes  to  have  been  a diftin(5t  race,  II- 

widely  differing  from  all  the  Nations  of  the  New  Hemifphere  j v— — ^ 

and  I am  even  inclined  to  adopt  the  opinion  of  Hornius  and  other 
writers,  who  afcribe  to  them  an  oriental  anceftry  from  acrofs 
the  Atlantic  fgj. 

Enquiries  however  into  the  origin  of  a remote  and  unlettered 

race,  can  be  profecuted  with  fuccefs  only  by  comparing  their 

ancient  manners,  laws,  language,  and  religious  ceremonies  with 

thofe  of  other  nations.  Unfortunately,  in  all  or  moft  of  thofe 

particulars  refpedting  the  Charaibes,  our  knowledge  is  limited 

within  a narrow  circle.  Of  a people  engaged  in  perpetual 

warfare,  hunted  from  ifland  to  ifland  by  revenge  and  rapacity, 

few  opportunities  could  have  offered,  even  to  thofe  who  might 

have  been  qualified  for  fuch  refearches,  of  inveftigating  the 

natural  difpofitions  and  habitual  cuftoms  with  minutenefs  and 

precifion.  Neither  indeed  could  a juft  eftimate  have  been 

formed  of  their  national  charadier,  from  the  manners  of  fuch 

of  them  as  were  at  length  fubjugated  to  the  European  yoke  5 

for  they  loft,  together  with  their  freedom,  many  of  their  original 

charadferifticks  i and  at  laft  even  the  delire  of  adfing  from  the 

impulfe  of  their  own  minds.  We  difeern,  fays  Rochefort  (hj, 

a wonderful  change  in  the  difpofitions  and  habits  of  the 

Charaibes.  In  fome  relpeds  we  have  enlightened,  in  others  (to 
V 

(g)  Some  arguments  in  fupport  of  this  opinion  are  fubjoined  in  the  Appendix 
to  Book  I. 

(h)  Rochefort,  liv.  ii.  ch.  ix.  p.  436. 
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BOOK  our  fliamc  be  it  fpoken)  \Ve  have  corrupted  them.  An  old 
I.  Charaibe  thu?  addrefled  one  of  our  planters  on  this  fubjedt 

^ Our  people,  he  complained,  are  become  almoft  as  bad  as 

**  yours. — We  are  fo  much  altered  fince  you  came  among  us, 
that  we  hardly  know  ourfelves,  and  we  think  it  is  owing  to 
**  fo  melancholy  a change,  that  hurricanes  are  more  frequent  * 
than  they  were  formerly.  It  is  the  evil  fpirit  who  has  done 
all  this, — who  has  taken  our  bed;  lands  from  us,  and  given 
us  up  to  the  dominion  of  the  Chriftians  f/Jf* 

My  prefent  inveftigation  mud;  therefore  be  necedarily  de~ 
fedlive.  Neverthelefs,  by  feledting  and  combining  fuch  memo- 
rials as  are  lead:  controverted,  I diall  hope  to  exhibit  a few 
llriking  particulars  in  the  charadler  of  this  ill-fated  people, 
which,  if  I miftake  not,  will  lead  to  fome  important  concludons 
in  the  d:udy  of  human  nature. 

Their  fierce  fpirit  and  warlike  difpofition  have  already  been 
mentioned.  Hidorians  have  not  failed  to  notice  thefe,  among 

\ 

fij  This  extradi  from  Rochefort  Is  furely  a fufficient  anfwer  to  the  obferva- 
tions  of  Monf.  de  Chanvalon,  who  wrote  fo  late  as  1751,  and,  judging  of  all 
, the  Charaibes  from  the  few  with  whom  he  had  any  communication,  reprcfents 

them  as  not  poflefling  any  fagacity  or  forefight  beyond  mere  animal  inftindl. 
He  makes  no  allowance  for  their  degradation  in  a ftate  of  captivity  and  fcrvi- 
tude,  although  in  another  part  of  his  book,  fpeaking  of  the  African  blacks  in 
the  Weft  Indies,  he  dwells  ftrongly  on  this  circumftance  refpedting  the  latter, 

“ Peut  on  connoitre  (he  obferves)  le  vrai  genie  d’un  peuple  opprime,  qui  voit 
fans  cefte  les  chatimens  leves  fur  fa  tete,  et.  la  violence  toujours  prete  a etre 
“ foutenue  par  la  politique  et  la  furete  publique  ? Peut  on  jugcr  de  la  valeur, 

“ quand  cUe  eft  enchainee,  et  fans  armes  ?” — Voyage  a la  Martinique,  p.  58. 
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the  moft  diftinguifhable  of  their  qualities  fkj. — Reftlefs,  enter- 
prizing  and  ardent,  it  would  feem  they  confidered  war  as  the 
chief  end  of  their  creation,  and  the  reft  of  the  human  race  as 
their  natural  prey;  for  they  devoured  without  remorfe  the 
bodies  of  fuch  of  their  enemies  (the  men  at  leaft)  as  fell  into 
their  hands. — This  cuftom  is  fo  repugnant  to  our  feelings,  that 
for  a century  paft,  until  the  late  difcoverics  of  a fimilar  pradtice 
in  the  countries  of  the  Pacifick  Ocean,  the  philofophers  of 
Europe  had  boldly  impeached  the  veracity  of  the  moft  eminent 
ancient  voyagers  who  had  firft  recorded  the  exiftence  of  it. 
Even  Labat,  who  redded  in  the  Weft  Indies  at  a period  when 
fome  of  the  Iflands  ftill  remained  in  poffeffion  of  the  Charaibes, 
declares  it  to  be  his  opinion  that  inftances  of  this  abominable 
pradtice  among  them,  were  at  all  times  extremely  rare  j — the 
effedl  only  of  a fudden  impulfe  of  revenge  ariling  from  extra- 
ordinary and  unprovoked  injury;  but  that  they  ever  made 
premeditated  excurfions  to  the  larger  iflands  for  the  purpofc 

(i)  Dr.  Robertfon,  in  note  93  to  the  firft  vol.  of  his  Hiftory  of  America, 
quotes  from  a MS.  Hiftory  of  Ferdina,nd  and  Ifabella,  written  by  Andrew 
Bernaldes,  the  cotemporary  and  friend  of  Columbus,  the  following  inftance 
of  the  bravery  of  the  Charaibes.  “ A canoe  with  four  men,  two  women,  and 
“ a boy,  unexpeftedly  fell  in  with  Columbus’s  fleet.  A Spanifh  bark  with  25 
“ men  was  fent  to  take  them,  and  the  fleet  in  the  mean  time  cut  oft'  their 
“ communication  with  the  fliore.  Inftead  of  giving  way  to  defpair,  the 
“ Charaibes  feized  their  arms  with  undaunted  refolution,  and  began  the 
attack,  wounding  feveral  of  the  Spaniards  although  they  had  targets  as  well 
“ as  other  defenlive  armour,  and  even  after  the  canoe  was  overfet,  it  was  with 
“ no  little  difliculty  and  danger  that  fome  of  them  were  fecured,  as  they  con- 
“ tinned  to  defend  themfelves,  and  to  ufe  their  bows  with  great  dexterity  while 
“ fwimming  in  the  fea.” Herrera  has  recorded  the  fame  anecdote, 
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BOOK  of  devouring  any  of  the  inhabitants,  or  of  feizing  them  to  be 
I.  eaten  at  a future  time,  he  very  confidently  denies  (l)„ 

Nevertheless  there  Tis  no  circumftance  in  the  hiftory  of 
mankind  better  attefted  than  the  univerfal  prevalence  of  thefe 
practices  among  them.  Columbus  xvas  not  only  informed  of 
it  by  the  natives  of  Hifpaniola,  as  I have  already  related,  but 
having  landed  himfelf  at  Guadaloupe  on  its  firft  difeovery  (m)t 
he  beheld  in  feveral  cottages  the  head  and  limbs  of  the  hu- 
man body  recently  feparated,  and  evidently  kept  for  occafional 
repafts.  He  releafed,  at  the  fame  time,  feveral  of  the  na- 
tives of  Porto  Rico,  who,  having  been  brought  captives  from 
thence,  were  referved  as  vidims  for  the  fame  horrid  pur- 
pofe  (n). 

Thus  far  it  mufl  be  confefled,  the  dlfpofition  of  the  Cha- 
raibes  leaves  no  very  favourable  impreflion  on  the  mind  of  the 
reader  j by  whom  it  is  probable  they  will  be  confidered  rather 
as  beafts  of  prey,  than  as  human  beings ; and  he  will  think,- 
perhaps,  that  it  was  nearly  as  juftifiable  to  exterminate  them 
from  the  earth,  as  it  would  be  to  deftroy  the  fiercefl  monflers 
of  the  wildernefs ; lince  they  who  fhevv  no  mercy,  are  entitled 
to  no  pity. — 


(1)  Labat.  tom.  iv.  p.  322T  (m)  November  4,  1493. 

(n)  F.  Columbus,  cap.  xlvi.  Peter  Martyr,  Decad.  I,  lib.  ii.  Herrera, 
lib.  ii.  cap.  vii.  See  alfo  Bancroft’s  Hiftory  of  Guiana,  p.  259,  who  is  of 
opinion,  that  no  other  tribe  of  Indians  in  Guiana  eat  human  llefh  but  the  Cha- 
raibes.  Amongft  thefe,  the  proof  that  this  practice  ftill  fubfifts  is  inconteftible. 

But 
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B(JT  among  themfelves  they  were  peaceable,  and  towards 
each  other  faithful,  friendly  and  affedlionate  (o).  They  con- 
fide red  all  fi rangers,  indeed,  as  enemies  j and  of  the  people  of 
Europe  they  formed  a right  efiimation.  The  antipathy  which 
tliey  manifefted  towards  the  unoffending  natives  of  the  larger 
iflands  appears  extraordinary  j but  it  is  faid  to  have  defeended 
to  them  from  their  anceftors  of  Guiana : they  confidered  thofe 
iflanders  as  a colony  of  Arrowauks,  a nation  of  South  America, 
with  wEom  the  Charaibes  of  that  continent  are  continually  at 
. war  fpj.  We  can  aflign  no  caufe  for  fuch  hereditary  and  irre- 
Goncileable  hoflility. — The  cuflom  of  eating  the  bodies  of  thofe 
they  had  flain  in  battle  excites  our  abhorrence,  yet  it  may  be 
doubted  whether  this  abhorrence  does  not  arife  as  much  from 
the  bias  of  our  education,  as  from  the  fpontaneous  and  original 
didlates  of  our  nature.  It  is  allowed  that  with  regard  to  the 
people  of  Europe,  whenever  any  of  them  had  acquired  their 
confidence,  it  was  given  without  referve.  Their  friendfhip 
was  as  warm  as  their  enmity  was  implacable.  The  Charaibes 
of  Guiana  flill  fondly  cherifla  the  tradition  of  Raleigh’s  alli- 
ance, and  to  this  day  preferve  the  Englifh  colours  which  he 
left  with  them  at  parting  fqj. 

Of  the  loftinefs  of  their  fentiments  and  their  abhorrence  of 
flavery,  a writer,  not  very  partial  towards  them,  gives  the  fol- 
lowing illufiration.:  •*  There  is  not  a nation  on  earth  (fays 
**  Labat)  frj  more  jealous  of  their  independency  than  the 
**  Charaibes.  They  are  impatient  under  the  leaft  infringe- 
(o)  Rochefort,  liv.  li.  cap.  xi.  Du  Tertre,  tom.  ii.  p.  359. 

(P)  Rochefort,  liv.  ii.  chap.  x.  p.  449.  (q)  Bancroft,  p.  259. 

(r)  Labat,  tom.  iv.  p.  329, 
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“ ment  of  it ; and  when,  at  any  time,  they  are  witnefTes  to  the 
refpecfl  and  deference  which  the  natives  of  Europe  obferve  to- 
“ wards  their  fuperiors,  they  defpife  us  as  abjedl  flaves ; wonder- 
“ ing  how  any  man  can  be  fo  bafe  as  to  crouch  before  his  equal.’* 
Rochefort,  who  confirms  this  account,  relates  alfo  that  when, 
kidnapped  and  carried  from  their  native  iflands  into  flavery, 
as  they  frequently  were,  the  miferable  captives  commonly  funk 
under  a fenfe  of  their  condition,  and  finding  refiftance  or  efcape 
hopelefs,  fought  refuge  in  death  from  the  calamities  of  it  (s J, 


To  this  principle  of  confeious  equality  and  native  dignity,, 
mufi:  be  imputed  the  contempt  which  they  manifefted  for  the 
inventions  and  improvements  of  civilized  life.  Of  our  fire- 
arms they  foon  learnt  by  fatal  experience,  the  fuperiority  to 
their  own  weapons,  and  thofe  therefore  they  valued : but  our 
arts  and  manufadtures  they  regarded  as  we  regard  the  amufe- 
ments  and  baubles  of  children : — hence  the  propenfity  to  theft, 
fo  common  among  other  favage  nations,  was  altogether  un- 
known to  the  Charaibes. 


The  ardour  which  has  been  noticed  in  them  for  military 
enterprize,  had  a powerful  influence  on  their  whole  condudt. 
Engaged  in  continual  warfare  abroad,  they  feldom  appeared 
chearful  at  home.  Refledtions  on  pafl:  mifearriage,  or  anxious 
fchemes  of  future  achievement,  feemed  to  fill  up  many  of  their 

(s)  Rochefort,  liv.  ii.  cap.  xi.  Labat  relates  that  the  following  fentiment’ 
was  proverbial  among  the  firft  French  fettlers  in  the  Windward  Iflands; — 
“ Rcgarder  de  travers  un  Charatbe^  c^ejl  le  battre^  et  que  de  le  battre  c'ejl  le 
“ on  s’  eoepofer  d en  etre  tu'e.’*  Labat,  tom.  ii.  p.  7:).. 
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hours,  and  rendered  them  habitually  thoughtful,  penfive  and 
lilent  ftj.  Love  itfelf,  -which  exerts  its  influence  in  the  frozen 
defer ts  of  Iceland,  maintained  but  a,  feeble  dominion  over  the 
Charaibes  fuj.  Their  infcnflbility  towards  their  women, 
although  they  allowed  a plurality  of  wives  fxj^  has  been  re- 
marked by-  many  writers ; and  it  muft  have  arifen  from  ex- 
trinflc  caufes  j-^frdm  <the-  predominance  of  paflions  flirong 
enough  to  counteradt  the  effedts  of  a climate  which  powerfully 
difpofes  to  voluptuoufnefs,  and  awakens  the  inftindts  of  nature 
much  fooner  than  colder  regions,  The  prevailing  bias  of  their 
minds  was  diftinguifhable  even  in  their  perfons.  Though  not 
fo  tall  as  the  generality  of  Europeans,  their  frame  was  robufl: 
and  mufcular  ; their  limbs  flexible  and  adlive,'  and  there  was  a 
penetrating  quicknefs,  and  a wildnefs  in  their  eyes,  that  feemed 
an  emanation  from  a fierce  and  martial  fpirit  fy J.  But,  not 
fatisfied  with  the  workmanfliip  of  nature,  they  called  in  the 
afliftance  of  art,  to  make  themfelves  more  formidable.  They 
painted  their  faces  and  bodies  with  arnotto  fo  extravagantly, 
that  it  was  with  difficulty  their  natural  complexion,  v/hich  was 
nearly  that  of  a Spanifii  olive,  was  difcoverable  under  the 
furface  ofi  crimfon  f'zj.  However,  as  this  mode  of  painting 
themfelves  was  pradtifed  by  both  fexes,  perhaps  it  was  at  firfl: 

(t)  DuTertre,  tom.  ii.  (u)  Rochefort,  c.  xi.  (x)  Ibid.  c.  xxii. 

fy)  Oviedo,  lib.  iii.  This  agrees  likewife  with  the  Chevalier  Pinto’s  account 
of  the  Brafilians  in  note  42  to  vol.  i.  of  Dr.  Robertfon’s  Hiftory.  “ At  the 
“ firft  afpedl  a Southern  American  appears  to  be  mild  and  innocent,  but,  on 
“ a more  attentive  view,  one  difcovers  in  his  countenance  fomething  wildj 
' “ diftruftful  and  fullen.” 

(z)  Rochefort,  liv,  ii.  c.  ix.  Hakluyt,  vol.  iii.  p.  539. 
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BOOK  introduced  as  a defence  againfl  the  venomous  infects  fo  com— 
!•  mon  in  tropical  climates,  or  poffibly  they  conlidered  the  brilli- 
ancy of  the  colour  as  highly  ornamental ; but  the  men  had 
other,  methods  of  deforming  their  perfons,  which  mere  per- 
verlion  of  tafte  alone,  would  not,  I think,  have  induced  them 
to  adopt.  They  disfigured  their  cheeks  , with  deep  incifions 
and  hideous  fears,  which  they  ftained  with  black,  and  they^ 
painted  white  and  black  circles  round  their  eyes.  Some  of 
them  perforated  the  cartilage  of  the  noftrils,  and  infer  ted  the 
bone  of  fome  fifh,  a parrot’s  feather,  or  a fragment  of  tortoife- 
£hell  f a Jy — a frightful  cuftom,  pradlifed  alfo  by  the  natives  of  ’ 
New  Holland and  they  ftrung  together  the  teeth  of  fuch 
of  their  enemies  as  they  had  flain  in  battle,  and  wore  them  on. 
their  legs  and  arms,  as  trophies  of  fuccefsful  cruelty/ c), 

T o draw  the  bow  with  unerring  fkill,  to  wieU  the  club  with ; 
dexterity  and  ftrength,  to  fwim  with  agility  and  boldnefs,  to. 
catch  fifli  and  to  build  a cottage,  were  acquirements  of  indif- 
penfible  necelTity,  and  the  education  of  their  children  was  well 
fuited  to  the  attainment  of  them.  One  method  of  making 
their- hoys  fkilful,  even  in  infancy,  in  the  exercife  of  the  bow, 
was  to  fufpend  their  food  on  the  branch  of  a tree,  compelling 
the  hardy  urchins  to  pierce  it  with  their  arrows,  before  they, 

' (a)  Rochefort,  liv.  ii.  c.  ix.  Purchas,  vol.  iv.  p.  1157.  Tertre,  tom.  »♦. 
P-  39  393' 

(b)  Hawkefworth’s  Voyages,  vol.  iii.  p.  I"] I* 

(c)  Gumilla,  tom.  i.  p.  193.  - 
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could  obtain  permiffion  to  e3.t  fdj.  But  thefe  were  fubordlnate 
objedls : — The  Charaibes  inftrudted  their  youth,  at  the  fame 
time,  in  leffons  of  patience  and  fortitude ; they  endeavoured 
to  infpire  them  with  courage  in  war,  and  a contempt  of  danger 
and  death; — above  all  things,  to  inftil  into  their  minds  an  here- 
ditary hatred,  and  implacable  thirfl  of  revenge  towards  the 
Arrowauks.  The  means  which  they  adopted  for  thefe  pur- 
pofes  were  in  feme  refped;s  fuperftitious ; in  others  cruel  and. 
deteftable. 

As  fbon  as  a male  child  was  brought  into  the  world,  he  was.^ 
fprinkled  with  fome  drops  of  his  father’s  blood.  The  cere- 
monies ufed  on  this  - occafion  were  fufficiently  painful  to  the 
father,  but  he  fubmitted  without  emotion  or  complaint ; fondly 
Believing,  that  the  fame  degree  of  courage  which  he  had  him- 
felf  difplayed,  was  by  thefe  means  tranfmitted  to  his  {on  fej. 

(d)  See  Rochefort,  c.  xxviii.  pi  555>  Gurtiilla,  tom.  ii,  p.  283.  Their 
arrows  were  commonly  poifoned,  except  when  they  made  their  military  excur- 
fions  by  night.  On  thofe  occafions  they  converted  them  into  inftruments  of 
ftill  greater  mifehief;  for  by  arming  the  points  with  pledgets  of  cotton  dipt  inter 
oil,  and  fet  on  flame,  they  fired  'whole  villages  of  their  enemies  at  a diftance 
The  poifon  which  they  ufed,  was  a concodlion  of  noxious  gums  and  vegetable 
juices  f , and  had  the  property  of  being  perfeilly  innocent  when  received  into 
the  ftomach,  but  if  communicated  immediately  to  the  blood,  through  the 
flighteft  wound,  it  was  generally  mortal.  The  Indians  of<  Guiana  ftill  prepare 
a fimilar  poifon.  It  is  fuppofed  however  that  fugar . fpeedily  admlniftered  in 
large  quantities,  is  an  antidote.  (See  Relation  Abregee  d’un  Foyage^  ^ar 
Monf.  de  la  Condamine^  and  Bancroft’s  Hift.  of  Guiana.) 

* Rochefort,  ch,  xx.  p.  559.  •)-  Oviedo,  lib.  iii. 

(e)  Rochefort,  liv,  ii,  c.  xxv.  p.  552. 
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BOOK  As  the  boy  grew,  he  was  foon  made  familiar  with  fcenes  of 
I-  barbarity  j he  partook  of  the  horrid  repafts  of  his  nation,  and 
^ he  was  frequently  anointed  with  the  fat  of  a flaughtered  Arrow- 
auk;  but  he  was  not  allowed  to  participate  in  the  toils  of 
the  warrior,  and  to  fhare  the  glories  of  conquell,  until  his  for- 
titude had  been  brought  to  the  teft.  The  dawn  of  manhood 
ulliered  in  the  hour  of  fevere  trial.  He  was  now  to  exchange 
the  name  he  had  received  in  his  infancy,  for  one  more  found- 
ing and  lignificant ; — a ceremony  of  high  importance  in  the  life 
of-  a Charaibe,  but  always  accompanied  by  a fcene  of  ferocious 
feftivity  and  unnatural  cruelty  (f). 

The  feverities  inflidled  on  fuch  occafions  by  the  hands  of 
fathers  on  their  own  children,  exhibit  a mdancholy  p^oof  of 
the  influence  of  fuperftition  in  fupprefling  the  mofl;  powerful 
feelings  of  nature  ; but  the  practice  was  not  without  example. 
Plutarch  records  the  prevalence  of  a fimilar  cuftom  among 
the  Lacedemonians.  “ At  Sparta,”  fays  the  Hiflorian,  boys 
“ are  whipped  for  a whole  day,  oftentimes  to  death,  before 
“ the  altar  of  Diana,  and  there  is  a wonderful  emulation 
among  them  who  befl;  can  fuftain  the  greateft  number  of 
“ ftripes.”  Nor  did  the  Charaibe  youth,  yield  in  fortitude  to 
the  Spartan.  If  the  feverities  he  fuftained  extorted  the  leafl: 
fymptom  of  weaknefs  from  the  young  fufferer,  he  was  difgraced 
for  ever;  but  if  herofe  fuperior  to  pain,  and  baffled  the  rage  of 
his  perfecutors,  by  perfeverance  and  ferenity,  he  received  the 

If)  Rochefort,  llv.  ii.  c.  xxiil.  p.  556.  Du  Tertre,  vol.  ii.  p.  377. 
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higheft  applaufe.  He  was  thenceforth  numbered  among  the 
defenders  of  his  country,  and  it  was  pronounced  by  his  rela- 
tions and  countrymen,  that  he  was  now  a man  like  one  of  them^ 

A PFNANCE  ilill  more  fevere,  and  torments  more  excru- 
ciating; ftripes,  burning  and  fuffocation,  conftituted  a teft  for 
him  who  afpired  to  the  honour  of  leading  forth  his  country- 
men to  wa.r.f gj  ; for  in  times  of  peace  the  Charaibes  admitted 
of  no  fupremacy  but  that  of  nature.  Having  no  laws,  they 
needed  no  magiftrates.  To  their  old  men  indeed  they  allowed 
fome  kind  of  authority,  but  it  was  at  bell  ill-dwfined,  and  mufl 
at  all  times  have  been  infufficient  to  protcd;  the  weak  againft 
the  llrong. — In  war,  however,  experience  had  taught  them 
that  fubordination  was  as  requilite  as  courage ; they  therefore 
ele<fl;ed  their  captains  in  their  general  affemblies  with  great  fo- 
lemnity  (h)  but,  as  hath  been  obferved,  they  put  their  pre- 
tentions to  the  proof  with  circumftances  of  outrageous  barba- 
rity : — of  which  the  recital  however  is  difguifling,  and  may  well 
be  fuppreifed. 

If  it  appears  flrange  that  where  fo  little  was  to  be  gained  by 
preheminence,  fo  much  fhould  be  endured  to  obtain  it,  it  muft 
be  conhdered  that,  in  the  eftimation  of  the  candidate,  the  re- 
ward was  doubtlefs  more  than  .adequate  to  the  coil  of  the 

(g)  Rochefort,  liv.  ii.  cap.  xix.  p.  519.  Purchas,  vol.  iv.  p.  1262,  Gumilla, 
tom.  ii.  p.  286.  Lafitau,  tom.  i.  p.  297,  et  feq. 

(h)  Rochefort,  ch.  xxLii.  p.  553. 
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purchafe.  If  fuccefs  attended  his  meafurcs,  the  feaft  and  the 
triumph  awaited  his  return.  He  exchanged  his  name  a fecond 
time ; afluming  in  future  that  of  the  moft  formidable  Arrowauk 
that  had  fallen  by  his  hand  fij.  He  was  permitted  to  appro- 
priate to  himfelf,  as  many  of  the  captives  as  he  thought  fit, 
and  his  countrymen  prefented  to  his  choice  the  moft  beautiful 
of  their  daughters  in  reward  of  his'  valour  f k). 

It  was  probably  this  laft  mentioned  teftimony  of  public 
efteem  and  gratitude  that  gave  rife  in  thefe  Iflands  to  the  in- 
ftitution  of  polygamy,  which,  as  hath  been  already  obferved, 
prevailed  univerfally  among  them,  and  ftill  prevails  among  the 
Charaibes  of  South  America  an  inftitution  the  more 

excufable,  as  their  women,  from  religious  motives,  carefully 
avoided  the  nuptial  intercourfe  after  pregnancy  (m),  I am 
forry  to  add,  that  the  condition  of  thefe  poor  creatures  was  at 
the  fame  time  truly  wretched.  Though  frequently  bellowed 
as  the  prize  of  fuccefsful  courage,  the  wife,  thus  honourably 
obtained,  was  foon  confidered  of  as  little  value  as  the  captive. 
Deficient  in  thofe  qualities  which  alone  were  eftimable  among 
the  Charaibes,  the  females  were  treated  rather  as  Haves  than 
companions.  They  fuftained  every  fpecies  of  drudgery:  they 
ground  the  maize,  prepared  the  caflavi,  gathered  in  the  cotton 
and  wove  the  hamack  (n)  nor  were  they  allowed  even  the 

('/j  Rochefort,  ch,  xxlii.  p.  553.  (i)  Rochefort,  ch,  xxli.  p.  546* 

(l)  Bancroft,  p.  254. 

(m)  Rochefort,  ch.  xxii.  p,  548.  Du  Tertre,  tom.  ii,  p.  37^}. 

(»)  Purchas,  vol.  iv.  p.  1272.  Labat,  tom,  ii.  p.  40. 
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privilege  of  eating  in  prefence  of  their  hufbands  ( o')  : Under 
all  thefe  cruel  circumftances,  it  is  not  wonderful  that  they  were 
far  lefs  prolific  than  the  women  of  Europe/^ p).  But  brutality 
towards  their  wives  was  not  peculiar  to  the  Charaibes.  It  has 
prevailed  in  all  ages  and  countries  among  the  uncivilized  part 
of  mankind;  and  the  firft  vifible  proof  that  a people  is  emerg- 
ing from  favage  manners,  is  a difplay  of  tendcrnefs  towards  the 
female 

Perhaps  a more  intimate  knowledge  (not  now  to  be  ob- 
tained) would  have  foftened,  many  of  the  lliades  which  thus 
darken  the  chara<3:er  of  thefe  iflanders,  and  have  difcovered 

(o)  LaW,  tom.  ii.  p.  15  and  95.  (p)  Lafitau,  tom.  i.  p.  590. 

(q)  Father  Jofeph  Gumilla,  in  his  account  of  the  nations  bordering  on  the 
Oronoko,  relates  (tom.  i.  p.  207.  Fr.  tranflation)  that  the  Charaibes  of  the 
Continent  punifti  their  women  caught  in  adultery,  like  the  ancient  Ifraelites, 
‘‘  by  ftoning  them  to  death  before  an  aflembly  of  the  people;”  but  I do  not  find 
this  fadl  recorded  by  any  other  writer ; and  as  it  is  evidently  brought  forward 
to  fupport  the  author’s  hypothefis  that  the  Americans  are  originally  defeended 
from  the  Jews,  I fufpe6l  that  it  is  not  well  founded : — at  lead  tliere  is  no  trace 
that  fuch  a cuftom  exifted  among  the  infular  Charaibes.  Rochefort,  fpeaking  of 
the  latter,  obferves,  that  before  they  had  any  intercourfe  with  the  Chriftians  they 
had  no  eftablifhed  punifliment  for  aduhery,  becaufe  (fays  he)  “ the  crime  itfdf 
« was  unknown.” — He  adds,  that  when  this,  with  other  European  vices,  was 
introduced  among  them,  the  injured  hulband  became  his  own  avenger. — Rabat’s 
reafouing  on  this  head  is  too  curious  to  be  omitted : “ II  n’y  a que  les  femmes 
« qui  folent  obligees  a I’obdlTance,  et  dont  les  hommes  foient  abfolument  les 
“ maitres.  Ils  portent  cette  fuperiorlte  jufqu’  a I’exces,  et  lesi  tuent  pour  des  fu- 
“ jets  tres  legers.  Un  foup^on  d’infidelite,  bien  ou  mal  fonde,  fuflit,  fans  autre 
“ formalite,  pour  les  mettre  en  droit  de  leur  cafler  li  tete.  Cela  ejl  un  peu  fouvage 
**•  a la  verit'e ; mais  ce'Jl  un  frehi  bien  propre  poui  retenir  les  femrnts  dans  leur  de- 
« Tom.  iv.  ^>.  327.  , 
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fome  latent  properties  in  their  principles  and  conduct,  tending 
to  lelTen,  though  not  wholly  to  remove,  the  difguft  we  natural- 
ly feel  in  beholding  human  nature  fo  debafed  and  degraded  j but 
of  many  particulars,  wherein  curiofity  would  delire  to  be  gra- 
tified, we  have  no  account.  We  know  but  little,  for  inltance, 
concerning  their  domeltic  oeconomy,  their  arts,  manufactures 
and  agriculture ; their  fenfe  of  filial  and  paternal  obligations,, 
or  their  religious  rites  and  funeral  ceremonies.  Such  further 
information  however,  in  thefe  and  other  refpeCts,  as  authorities 
the  lealt  difputable  afford,  I have  abridged  in  the  following 
detached  obfervations. 

Besides  the  ornaments  which  we  have  noticed  to  have  beea 
worn  by  both  lexes,  the  women,  on  arriving  at  the  age  of 
puberty,  were  difhinguilhed  alio  by  a fort  of  bulkin  or  half 
boot,  made  of  cotton,  which  furrounded  the  fmall  of  each 
leg  (r).  A diftinCtion,  however,  which  fuch  of  their  females 
as  had  been  taken  in  the  chance  of  war,  dared  not  afpire  to  fsj^ 
In  other  refpeCls  both  male  and  female  appeared  as  naked  as 
our  firft  parents  before  the  fall  ft J.  Like  them,  as  they  knew 
no  guilt,,  they  knew  no  lhame  5 nor  was  clothing  thought 
necelTary  to  perfonal  comfort,  where  the  chill  blall  of  winter 
was  never  felt. 

^ t 

(r)  Rochefort,  liv.  ii.  c.  ix.  p.  446.  Purchas,  vo?.  iv.  p.  1159.  Labat, 
tom.  ii.  p.  12.  The  fame  fort  of  brodequirij  or  bulkin,  is  worn  by  the  female  Hot- 
tentots, and  other  nations  of  Africa. 

(5)  DuTertre,  tom.  ii.  p.  394. 

(i)  Rochefort,  liv.  ii,  c.  ix.  p.  441.  Purchas,  vol,  iv.  p.  1157. 
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Their  hair  was  uniformly  of  a lliining  black,  ftrait  and 
coarfej  but  they  drefled  it  with  daily  care,  and  adorned  it 
with  great  art;  the  men,  in  particular,  decorating  their  heads 
with  feathers  of  various  colours.  As  their  hair  thus  con- 
ftituted  their  chief  pride,  it  was  an  unequivocal  proof  of  the 
lincerity  of  their  forrow,  when,  on  the  death  of  a relation  or 
friend,  they  cut  it  fliort  (u)  like  their  (laves  and  captives ; to 
whom  the  privilege  of  wearing  long  hair  was  rigoroufly 
denied  (x).  Like  moft  other  nations  of  the  New  Hemifphere, 
they  eradicated,  with  great  nicety,  the  incipient  beard  (y J,  and 
all  fuperfluous  hairs  on  their  bodies ; — a circumftance  which 
has  given  rife  to  a notion  that  all  the  Aborigines  of  America 
were  naturally  beardlefs.  This  opinion  is  indeed  counte- 
nanced by  many  refpedlable  writers,  but  after  much  enquiry, 
and  fome  inftances  of  ocular  infpettion,  I am  fatisfieJ  that  it  is 
groundlefs. 

, i 

The  circumftance  the  moft  remarkable  concerning  their 
perfons,  was  their  ftrange  pra(ftice  of  altering  the  natural  con- 
figuration of  the  head.  On  the  birth  of  a child,  its  tender  and 
flexible  (kuU  was  confined  between  two  fmall  pieces  of  wood, 
which,  applied  before  and  behind,  and  firmly  bound  together 
on  each  fide,  elevated  the  forehead,  and  occalioned  it,  and  the 
back  part  of  the  fkull,  to  refembk  two  (ides  of  a fquare  {'zj  ^ an 
uncouth  and  frightful  cuftom  ftill  obferved,  if  I am  rightly 


(u)  Rochefort,  liv.  ii.  c.  ix.  p.  439.  Du  Tertre,  tom.  ii^  p.412. 

(x)  Du  Tertre,  tom.  ii.  p.  405.  (y)  Du  Tertre,  tom.  ii.  p.  392. 

(z)  Oviedo,  lib.  iii.  Rochefort,  liv.  ii.  c.  ix. 
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K informed,  by  the  miferable  remnant  of  Charaibes  in  the  Ifland 
of  St.  Vincent  fa 

They  refided  in  villages  which  refembled  an  European 
encampment ; for  their  cabins  were  built  of  poles  fixed  cir- 
cularly in  the  ground,  and  drawn  to  a point  at  the  top  (b)» 
They  were  then  covered  with  leaves  of  the  palm-tree.  In  the 
centre  of  each  village  was  a building  of  fuperior  magnitude  io 
the  reft.  It  was  formed  with  great  labour,  and  ferved  as  a 
public  hall  or  ftate  houfe  (c),  wherein  we  are  aflured  that  the 
men  (excluding  the  women)  had  their  meals  in  common ; **  ob- 

ferving  that  law”  (faith  the  Earl  of  Cumberland,  who  vifited 
thefe  Illands  in  1596)  “ which  in  Lycurgus’s  mouth  was 
“ thought  ftrange  and  nt^dXtkfdJ.”  Thefe  halls  were  alfo 
the  theatres  where  their  youth  were  animated  to  emulation, 
and  trained  to  martial  enterprize  by  the  renown  of  their  war- 
riors, and  the  harangues  of  their  orators. 

* Their  arts  and  manufadures,  though  few,  difplayed  a 
degree  of  ingenuity,  which  one  would  have  fcarcely  expeded 
to  find  amongft  a people  fo  little  removed  from  a ftate  of 

(a)  I have  been  told  by  anatomifts,  that  the  coronal  future  of  new-born 
children  in  the  Weft  Indies  is  commonly  more  open  than  that  of  infants  born  in 
colder  climates,  and  the  brain  more  liable  to  external  injury.  J’erhaps,  therefore, 
the  Indian  cuftom  of  deprefling  the  es  frontis  and  the  occiput,  was  originally 
meant  to  affift  the  operation  of  nature  in  clofing  the  Ikull. 

(b)  ?.  Martyr,  decad.  i.  lib.  ii. 

(c)  Ibid.  Rochefort,  liv.  ii.  c.  xvi.  Lafitau,  tom.  ii,  p.  8. 

(d)  Purchas,  vol.  iv.  p.  1159. 
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mere  animal  nature,  as  to  reje<ft  all  drefs  as  fuperfluous.  Co- 
lumbus obferved  an  abundance  of  fubftantial  cotton  cloth  in 
all  the  iflands  which  he  vifited,  and  the  natives  poffeffed  the 
art  of  ftaining  it  with  various  colours,  though  the  Charaibes 
delighted  chiefly  in  vtdfej.  Of  this  cloth  they  made  ham- 
mocks, or  hanging  beds,  fuch  as  are  now  ufed  at  fea ; — for 
Europe  has  not  only  copied  the  pattern,  but  preferved  alfo  the 
original  name  (f). 

They  pofTefled  likewife  the  art  of  making  vefTels  of  clay  for 
domeftic  ufes,  which  they  baked  in  kilns  like  the  potters  of 
Europe.  The  ruins  of  many  of  thefe  kilns  were  vilible  not  long, 
lince  in  Barbadoes,  where  fpecimens  of  the  manufadture  arc 
Bill  frequently  dug  up  j and  Mr,  Hughes,  the  hiftorian  of  that 
ifland,  obferves,  that  they  far  furpafs  the  earthen  ware  made 
by  the  negroes,  in  thinnefs,  fmoothnefs  and  beauty  (g).  Be- 
fides  thofe,  they  invented  various  other  utenfils  for  economical 
purpofes,  which  are  enumerated  by  Labat.  The  bafkets  which 
they  compofed  of  the  fibres  of  the  palmeto  leaves,  were  fin- 
gularly  elegant,  and  we  are  told  that  their  bows  and  arrows, 
•and  other  weapons,  difplayed  a neatnefs  and  polifh,  which  the 

(e)  Labat,  tom.  ii.  p.  40. 

(f)  All  the  early  Spanilh  and  French  writers  exprefsly  afiert,  that  the  original 
Indian  name  for  their  Twinging  beds  was  amack^  or  hamack  ; — but  Dr.  Johnfon- 
derives  the  Englifh  word  hammock  from  the  Saxon. 

(g)  Nat.  Hift.  of  Barbadoes,  p.  8.  Ligon,  who  vifited  this  ifland  in  1647, 
declares  that  fome  of  thefe  veflels,  which  he  faw,  even  furpafled  any  earthern- 
ware  made  in  England  “ both”  (to  ufe  his  own  words)  “in  finelTe  of  mettle, 
“ and  curiofity  of  turninge.” 
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BOOK  moft  fkilful  European  artift  would  have  found  it  difficult  to 
have  excelled,  even  with  European  tools. 

Of  the  nature  and  extent  of  their  agriculture,  the  accounts 
are  flender  and  unfatisfadlory.  We  are  told,  on  good  authority, 
that  among  the  Charaibes  of  the  Continent,  there  was  no 
diviiion  of  land,  every  one  cultivating  in  proportion  to  his 
exigencies  (h).  Where  no  criminal  jurifdidlion  is  eftabliffied, 
the  idea  of  private  property  muft  neceflarily  be  unknown  or 
imperfefl  j and  in  thefe  iflands  where  land  is  fcarce,  it  feems 
probable  that,  as  among  fome  of  the  tribes  of  South  Ainerica  ( ij, 
cultivation  was  carried  on  by  the  joint  labour  of  each  feparate 
community,  and  their  harvcfts  depofited  in  public  granaries, 
whence  each  family  received  its  proportion  of-  the  public 
llock. — Rochefort  indeed  obferves,  that  all  their  interefts 
were  in  common. 

Their  food,  both  vegetable  and  animal,  excepting  in  the 
circumftance  of  their  eating  human  flefh,  feems  to  have  been 
the  fame,  in  moft  rcfpefts,  as  that  of  the  natives  of  the  larger 
iflands,  which  ffiall  be  defcribed  hereafter.  .But  although 
their  appetites  were  voracious  they  rejected  many  of  the 
befl  bounties  of  nature.  Of  fome  animals  they  held  the  flefh 
in  abhorrence ; thefe  were,  the  pecary,  or  Mexican  hog,  the 
manati,  or  fea  cow,  and  the  turtle  f /J.  Labat  obferves,  that  they 

. ■ (h)  Bancroft,  p.  254.  (i)  Gumilla,  tom.  i.  p.  265. 

(J^)  Gumilla,  tom.  ii.  p.  12,  70,  237.  Lafitau,  tom.  !.  p.  515. 

(I)  Rochefort,  liv.  ii.  c.  16. 
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fcruple.d  likewife  to  eat  the  eel,  which  the  rivers  in  leveral 
of  the  iflands,  fupply  in  great  plenty  fmj, 

/ 

The  ftriking  conformity  of  thefe,  and  fome  other  of  their 
prejudices  and  cuftoms,  to  the  practices  of  the  Jews,  has  not 
• efcaped  the  notice  of  hiftorians  fnj. — But  whether  the  Cha- 
raibes  were  adtuated  by  religious  motives,  in  thus  abflaining 
from  thofe  things  which  many  nations  account  very  wholefome 
affid  delicious  food,  we  are  no  where  fufficiently  informed.. 

It  moft  probably  was,  however,  the  influence  of  fuperftition 
that  gave  rife  to  thefe  and  other  ceremonies  equally  repugnant 
to  the  didlates  of  nature  and  common  fenfc  3 — one  of  which 
appears  at  firft  extraordinary  and  incredible,  but  it  is  too  well 
attefted  to  be  denied.  On  the  birth  of  his  firfl:  fon  the 
father  retired  to  his  bed,  and  faffed  with  a ftridtnefs  that  often 
endangered  life  foj.  Lafitau,  obferving  that  the  fame  cuflom 
was  pradlifed  by  the  Tybarenians  of  Alia,  and  the  Iberians 
or  ancient  inhabitants  of  Spain,  and  is,  ffill  in  ufe  among 
the  people  of  Japan,  not  only  urges  this  circumilance  as  a 
proof,  among  others,  that  the  new  world  was  peopled  from 
the  old,  but  pretends  to  difcover  in  it  alfb  fome  traces  of  the 
dodtrine  of  original  fln : he  fuppofes  that  the  fevere  penance 

(m)  Labat,  tom.  iv.  p.  304. 

(n)  Gumilla,  Adair,  Du  Tertre,  and  others. 

(0)  Du  Tertre,  tom.  ii.  371,  373.  Rochefort,  liv.  ii.  c.  xxili.  p.  550. 
Labat,  tom.  iv.  p 368.  Lafitau,  tom.  i.  p.  49.  NieuhofF  relates,  that  this 
pradtice  prevails  likewife  among  the  natives  of  Brafil.  Churchill’s  Voyages, 
vol.  iii  p.  133. 


CHAP. 

II. 

' ' 


§ 


thus 


43 


HISTORY  OF. THE 


BOOK  thus  voluntarily  fubmitted  to  by  the  father,  was  at  firft  in- 
flituted  in  the  pious  view  of  protecting  his  ilTue  from  the 
contagion  of  hereditary  guilt,  averting  the  wrath  of  offended 
omnipotence  at  the  crime  of  our  firff  parents,  and  expiating 
/J?eir  guilt  by  /jis  fufferings  fpj. 

The  ancient  Thracians,  as  we  are  informed  by  Herodotus, 
when  a male  child  was  brought  into  the  world,  lamented  over 
him  in  fad  vaticination  of  his  deftiny,  and]  they  rejoiced  when 
he  was  releafed  by  death  from  thofe  miferies  which  they  con- 
fidered  as  his  inevitable  portion  in  life  : but,  whatever  might 
have  been  the  motives  that  firft  induced  the  Charaibes  to  do 
penance  on  fuch  occaflons,  it  would  feem  that  grief  and  de- 
jeCtion  had  no  great  ihare  in  it ; for  the  ceremony  of  falling 
was  immediately  fucceeded  by  rejoicing  and  triumph,  by 
drunkennefs  and  debauchery.  Their  lamentations  for  the 
dead,  feem  to  have  arifen  from  the  more  laudable  dictates  of 
genuine  nature ; for,  unlike  the  Thracians  on  thefe  folemnities, 
they  not  only  defpoiled  their  hair,  as  we  have  before  related, 
but  when  the  mailer  of  the  family  died,  the  furviving  re- 
lations, after  burying  the  corpfe  in  the  centre  of  his  own 
dwelling,  with  many  demonllrations  of  unaffeCled  grief, 
quitted  the  houfe  altogether,  and  ereCled  another  in  a dillant 
fituation  fq). 

(p ) Lafitau,  tom.  i.  p.  257. 

(y)  Labat,  tom.  iv.  p.  367.  They  placed  the  dead  body  Ln  the  grave  in  a 
fitting  pofture,  with  the  knees  to  the  chin.  Lafitau,  tom.  ii.  p.  407.  Du 
Tertre,  tom  ii.  p.  402. 
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Unfortunately,  however,  if  now  and  then  we  difllnguiOi 
among  them  fome  faint  traces  of  rational  piety,  our  fatisfadtion 
is  of  fhort  continuance } 

No  light,  but  rather  darknefs  vlfible. 

Serves  only  to  difeover  fights  of  woe : Milton. 

or  it  is  a light  that  glimmers  for  a moment,  and  then  fets  in, 
blood. 

It  is  afferted,  and  I believe  with  truth,  that  the  expeda- 
tion  of  a future  ftate  has  prevailed  amongft  all  mankind,  in  all 
ages  and  countries  of  the  world.  It  is  certain,  that  it  prevailed 
among  the  Charaibes  /"rj;  who  not  only  believed  that  death  was 
not  the  final  extindion  of  their  being,  but  pleafed  themfelves 
alfo  with  the  fond  conceit  that  their  departed  relations  were 
lecret  fpedators  of  their  condud } — that  they  dill  fympathized 
in  their  fufferings,  and  participated  in  their  welfare.  To  thefe 
notions,  fo  flattering  to  our  wifhes, — perhaps  congenial  to  our 
nature, — they  added  others  of  a dreadful  tendency  j for,  con- 
fidering  the  foul  as  fufceptible  of  the  fame  impreflions,  and 
obnoxious  to  the  fame  paflions,  as  when  allied  to  the  body,  it 
was  thought  a religious  duty  to  their  deceafed  heroes,  to  facri- 
fice  at  their  funerals  fome  of  the  captives  which  had  been 
taken  in  battle  Immortality  feemed  a curfe  without  mili- 
tary glory-:  they  allotted  to  the  virtuous  and  the  brave  tjie 
enjoyment  of  fupreme  felicity,  with  their  wives  and  their  cap- 

frj  Rochefort,  liv.  ii.  c.  14.  485.  Du  Tertre,  tom.  ii.  p.  372. 

(sj  Rochefort,  c.  xix.  p.  484.  Du  Tertre,  c.  ii.  p.  412.  Purchas,  rol.  iv. 
p.  1274.. 
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BOOK  tives,  in  a fort  of  Mahometan  paradife.  To  the  degenerate  and 
I-  the  cowardly  they  afligned  a far  different  portion  : thefe  they 
doomed  to  everlaffing  banifoment  beyond  the  mountains  ; — 
to  unremitting  labour  in  employments  that  difgrace  manhood  j 
— ^and  this  difgrace  they  fuppofed  would  be  heightened  by 
the  gTeatefl  of  all  afflictions,  captivity  and  fervitude  among 
the  Arrowauks 

One  would  Imagine  that  this  idea  of  a ftate  of  retribution 
after  death,  neceffarily  flowed  from  a well-founded  belief  in 
the  exiftence  of  an  all- wife  and  almighty  Governor  and  Judge 
of  the  Univerfej  but  we  are  told,  notwithftanding,  that  the 
minds  of  the  Charaibes  were  not  elevated^  to  this  height. 

They  admitted,”  fays  Rochefort,-  that  the  earth  was  their 
“ boimtiful  parent,  which  yielded  them  all  the  good  things  of 
“ life,  but  they  were  fo  lamentably  funk  in  darknefs  and  bru- 
tality,  as  to  have  formed  no  conception  of  its  beneficent 
“ Creator,  through  the  continual  energy  of  whofe"  divine 
“ influence  alone  it  yields  any  thing.  They- had  not  even  a 
**  name  for  the  Deity  fuj.'*  Other  writers,  however,  of  equal 
authority  fxjy  and  even  the  fame  writer  elfewhere  fy ),  prefent 
us  with  a different  reprefentation  in  this  refpedt,  and  allow 
that  the  Charaibes  entertained  an  awful  fenfe  (perplexed 
indeed  and  indiflinCt)  of  one  great  univerfal  caufe, — of  a fupe- 
rior,  wife,  and  inviflble  Being,  of  abfolute  and  irrefiftible 

(t)  Rochefort,  c.  xiv.  p.  485. 

. (u)  Rochefort,  c.  xiii.  p.  469. 

(x)  Du  Tertre,  tom.  ii.  p.  364. 

^(y)  Rochefort,  c.  xiv. 
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power  ( z y.-— Like  the  ancient  heatliens,  they  adnutted  alio  the 
agency  of  fubordinate  divinities. — They  even  fuppofed,  that 
each  individual  perfon  had  his  peculiar  proteftor  or  tutelary 
dtity  fa J.  Nor  is  it  true,  as  affirmed  by  fome  authors,  that 
they  had  no  notion  of  practical  worlliip ; for,  be  Tides  the 
funeral  ceremonies  above-mentioned,  which  arofe  furely  from 
a fenfe  of  miftaken  piety,  they  had  their  lares  and  penates, 
gods  of  their  own  creating,  intended  as  fymbols  probably  of 
their  invifible  deities,  to  whom  they  offered  facrilices,  fimilar 
to  thofe  of  the  ancient  Romans  in  their  days  of  fimplicity  and 
virtue  f If J.  It  was  their  cullom  to  eredl  in  every  cottage  a 
ruftic  altar,  compofed  of  banana  leaves  and  ruflies,  whereon 
they  occafionally  placed  the  earlieft  of  their  fruits,  and  the 
choiceff  of  their  viands,  as  humble  peace-offerings  through 
the  mediation  of  their  inferior  deities  to  incenfed  Omnipo- 

( z)  The  Galibis  Indians,  or  Charaibes  of  South  America,  from  whom  I have 
fuppofed  the  Infular  Charaibes  to  have  been  immediately  defcended,  named  the 
Supreme  Being  Tamoujfty  or  Univerfal  Father. — Barrcre. 

(a)  Rochefort,  c.  xiii,  p.  471. 

(b)  Mr.  Hughes,  in  his  Hiilory  of  Barbadoes,  makes  mention  of  many  frag- 
ments of  Indian  idols  dug  up  in  that  illand,  which  were  compofed  of  the  firae 
materials  as  their  earthen  velTels  above-mentioned. — “ I faw  the  head  of  one’* 
(continues  he)  “ which  alone  weighed  above  fixty  pounds.  This,  before  i.t 
“ was  broken  ofF,  flood  upon  an  oval  pcdeflal  about  three  feet  in  height. 

The  heads  of  all  the  others  were  very  fmall.  Thefe  Idler  idols  were  in  all 
“ probability  their  PenateSy  made  fmall  for  the  eafe  and  conveniency  of  being 
“ carried  with  them  in  their  feveral  journeys,  as  the  larger  fort  were  perhaps 
“ defigned  for  fome  flated  places  of  worlhip.” — 

Natural  Hiftory  of  Barbadoes,  p.  y, 
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BOOK  tencc ; for  it  is  admitted,  that  their  devotions  confifled 
^ Icfs  in  the  effufions  of  thankfulnefs,  than  in  deprecations  of 
wrath  ; — but  herein  neither  were  they  diftinguifhable  from 
the  rcR  of  mankind,  either  in  the  old  world  or  the  new.  We 
can  all  forget  benefits  though  vve  implore  mercy.  Strange 
however  it  is,  that  the  fame  authors  who  accufe  them  of 
atheifin,  fhould  accufe  them  likewife,  in  the  fame  moment,  of 
polytheifm  and  idolatry. 

Atheists  they  certainly  were  not;  and  though  they  did 
not  maintain  the  dodtrine  of  pure  Theifm,  yet  their  idolatry 
was  probably  founded  on  circumftances,  the  moral  influence 
of  which  has  not  hitherto,  I think,  been  fufiiciently  noticed. 
If  their  devotion,  as  we  have  feen,  was  the  offspring,  not  of 
gratitude,  but  of  fear  ; — if  they  were  lefs  fenfible  of  the  good- 
nefs,  than  terrified  at  the  judgments  of  the  Almighty ; it 
lliould  alfo  be  remembered,  that  in  thefe  climates  the  tremen- 
dous irregularities  of  nature  are  dreadfully  frequent ; — the  hur- 
ricane that  fweeps  nations  to  the  deep,  and  the  earthquake 
that  fwallows  continents  in  his  bofom. — Let  us  not  then  haftily 
affix  the  charge  of  impiety  on  thefe  Ample  people,  if,  when 
they  beheld  the  elem«nts  combine  for  their  deftrudlion,  they 
coniidered  the  Divine  Being  as  infinite  indeed  in  power,  but 
fevere  in  his  jufiice,  and  inexorable  in  his  anger:  Under  this 
impreffion,  it  is  not  wonderful  that  the  mind,. humbled  to  the 
dufl  in  the  confcioufnefs  of  its  own  imbecility,  and  fcarcc 

(c)  Lafitau,  tom.  i.  p.  179.  Rochefort,  c.  xiii.  p.  472.  Du  Tertre, 
tom.  ii.  p.  366. 
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daring  to  lift  up  a thought  to  the  Great  Caufe  of  all  things,  CHAP, 
thould  fondly  with  for  fome  mild  and  gracious  interpreter ; 
fome  amiable  intermediate  agent  in  whom  to  repofe  with  con- 
fidence, as  in  a guardian  and  a friend.  This  defire  encreafing,  is 
at  length  exalted  to  belief.  The  foul,  Peeking  refuge  from  its 
own  apprehenlions,  creates  irjriaginary  beings,  by  whofe  media- 
tion it  hopes  to  render  itfelf  lefs  defpicable  in  the  fight  of  the 
Supreme.  To  thefe  its  devotions  are  intrufted,  and  its  adora- 
tions paid : and  while  wc  lament  the  blindnefs  of  thefe  poor 
favages,  and  exult  in  our  own  fuperiority  in  this  refpect,  let  us 
not  forget,  that  in  the  moft  cultivated  periods  of  the  human 
imderftanding,  (before  the  light  of  revelation  was  gracioufly 
difplayed)  a fimilar  fuperllition  was  pradtifed  by  all  the  various 
nations  of  the  heathen  world  j of  which,  not  one  perhaps  had 
fo  ftrong  an  apology  to  plead  as  the  Charaibes. 

These  obferyations,  however,  extend  only  to  the  fair  fide 
of  their  religion,  the  worfhip  of  benevolent  deities.  A darker 
fuperftition  likewife  prevailed  among  all  the  unenlightened 
inhabitants  of  thefe  climates ; for  they  net  cnly  believed  in 
the  exiftence  of  demons  and  evil  fpirits,  but  offered  to  them 
alfo  by  the  hands  of  their  Boyez,  or  pretended  magicians,  facri- 
fices  a^.worfhip  ; wounding  tliemfelves,  on  fucli  folemnities, 

" with  an  iriftrument  made  of  the  teeth  of  the  agouti;  which  in- 
^ flifted  horrible  gafiies ; conceiving,  perhaps,  that  the  malignant 
powers  delighted  in  groans  and  miiery,  and  were  to  be  appeafed 
4)nly  by  human  blood  (d),  I am  of  opinion,  neverthelefs, 

(d)  Da  Tertfe,  tom.  ii.  p.  365. 
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that  even  this  latter  fpecies  of  idolatry  originated  in  reverential 
piety,  and  an  awful  fenfe  of  almighty  power  and  infinite  per- 
fedlion.  That  we  receive  hoth  good  and  evil  at  the  hands  of 
God,  and  that  the  Supreme  Being  is  equally  wife  and  benevo- 
lent In  the  difpenfation  of  both,  are  truths  which  we  are 
taught,  as  well  by  cultivated  reafon,  as  by  holy  writ ; but  they 
are  truths,  to  the  right  apprehenfion  of  which  uncivilized  man 
was  perhaps  at  all  times  unequal.  The  favage,  indeed,  amidft 
the  deftrudtive  terrors  of  the  hurricane  and  the  earthquake, 
might  eafily  conclude  that  nothing  lefs  than  Omnipotence  it- 
felf,  ‘‘  vifiting  the  nations  in  his  wrath,”  could  thus  harrow  up 
the  world ; but  the  lefler  calamities  of  daily  occurrence, — the 
various  appearances  of  phyfical  and  moral  evil  which  hourly 
embitter  life,  he  dared  not  afcribe  to  an  all-perfedt  and  mer- 
ciful  Being.  To  his  limited  conception,  fuch  a conclufion  was 
derogatory  from  divine  jufiiice,  and  irreconcileable  with  infinite 
wifdom.  To  what  then  would  he  impute  thefe  terrifying  and 
inexplicable  phenomena,  but  to  the  malignant  influence  of 
impure  fpirits  and  aereal  demons  ? The  profanations  built  on 
fuch  notions  certainly  throw  a light  on  the  Chriftian  religion, 
if  they  ferve  not  as  a collateral  evidence  of  its  divine  origin, 

A MINUTE  detail  of  the  rites  and  ceremonies  which  thefe, 
and  other  religious  tenets,  gave  birth  to  among  the  Charaibes, 
moft  of  them  unamiable,  many  of  them  cruel,  together  with  an 
illuftration  of  their  conformity  to  the  fuperftitions  of  the  Pagan 
theology,  would  lead  me  too  far ; nor  is  fuch  a difquifition 
iieceffary.  It  is  fufficient  for  me  to  have  fhewn,  that  the 
foundations  of  true  religion,  the  belief  of  a Deity,  and  the  ex- 
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pedatlon  of  a future  ftate,  (to  borrow  the  expreffioh  of  an 
eloquent  prelate)  “ are  no  lefs  conformable  to  the  firft  natural 
“ apprehenfions  of  the  untutored  mind,  than  to  the  founded: 
“ principles  of  philofophy 

I HAVE  thus  feledled  and  combined,  from  a mafs  of  difcor- 
dant  materials,  a few  ftriking  particulars  in  the  charadler,  man- 
ners and  cuftoms  of  the  ancient  inhabitants  of  the  Charaibean 
Iflands.  The  pidlure  is  not  pleafing  ; but  as  I have  elfewhere 
obferved,  it  may  lead  to  fome  important  conclufions ; for, 
befides  correcting  many  wild  and  extravagant  fancies  which 
are  afloat  in  the  world  refpeCling  the  influence  of  climate  on 
the  powers  of  the  mind,  it  may  tend  to  demonftrate  the  abfur- 
dity  of  that  hypothefls  of  fome  eminent  philofophers,  which 
pronounces  favage  life  the  genuine  fource  of  unpolluted  hap- 
pinefs  i — falfely  deeming  it  a jflate  conformable  to  our  nature, 
and  confliituting  the  perfection  of  it.  It  is  indeed  no  eafy  talk, 
as  RouflTeau  ohferves,  to  difcriminate  properly  between  what 
is  originally  natural,  and  what  is  acquired^  in  the  prefent  con- 
ftitution  of  man^  yet  thus  much  may  be  concluded,  from  the 
account  I have  given  of  the  Charaibes,  that  they  derived  their 
furious  and  fanguinary  difpofition — not  from  the  dictates  of 
nature — but  from  the  perverflon  and  abufe  of  fome  of  her 
■noblelt  endowments.  Civilization  and  fcience  would  not  only 
have  given  them  gentler  manners,  but  probably  have  eradicated 
alfo  many  of  their  barbarous  rites  and  gloomy  fuperftitions, 
-either  by  the  introduction  of  a purer  religion,  or  by  giving 

(^)  Bilhop  ©f  Chefler’s  Sermons. 
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BOOK  energy  and  effe6l  to  thofe  latent  important  principles,  which 
I.  I have  /hewn  had  a foundation  among  them.  But  while  I 
admit  the  nece/Tity  and  benevolent  efficacy  of  improved  man- 
ners and  focial  intercourfe  ; conceiving  that  man  by  the  culti- 
vation of  his  reafon,  and  the  excrcife  of  his  faculties,  alone 
anfwers  the  end  of  his  creati  ni  j I am  far  from  concurring  with 
another  clafs  of  philofcphers,  who,  widely  differing  from  the 
former,  confider  a date  of  pure  nature  as  a ftate  of  unrelent- 
ing ferocity  and  reciprocal  hodility  i maintaining,  that  all  the 
foft  and  tender  affections  are  not  originally  implanted  in  us, 
but  are  fuperinduced  by  education  and  reflection.  A retrofpeCt 
to  what  has  been  related  of  the  Charaibcs  will  fliew  the  fallacy 
of  this  opinion.  Man,  as  he  comes  from  the  hands  of  his 
Creator,  is  every  where  condituted  a mild  and  a merciful  be- 
ing. It  was  by  rigid  difcipline  and  barbarous  example,  that 
the  Charaibe  nation  trained  up  their  youth  to  differ  with  forti- 
tude, and  to  inflict  without  pity  the  utmod  exertions  of  hu- 
man vengeance.  The  dictates  of  nature  were  as  much  violated 
by  thofe  enormities  of  favage  life,  as  they  are  fuppreffed  by  the 
cold  unfeeling  apathy  of  philofophical  refinement.  Still,  how- 
ever, to  the  honour  of  humanity,  it  is  as  certain  that  compaf- 
fion  and  kindnefs  are  among  the  earlied  propenfities  of  our 
nature,  as  that  they  conditute  the  chief  ornament  and  the 
happinefs  of  it.  Of  this  truth  our  next  refearches  will  furnidi 
a pleafing  example. 
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CHAP.  III. 

Of  the  Natives  of  Hifpaniola,  Cuba,  Jamaica,  and  Porto -Rico. — 
Pheir  Origin, — Numbers. — Perfons. — Genius  and  Difpof- 
tions. — Government  and  Religion. — Mifcellaneous  Obfervations 
ref  petting  their  Arts,  ManufaBures  and  Agriculture,  Cruelty 
of  the  Spaniards,  &c. 

* i 

I AM  now  to  give  fome  account  of  a mild  and  comparatively 
-^cultivated  people,  the -ancient  natives  of  Hifpaniola 
Cuba  fbj,  Jamaica,  and  Porto-Rico  fcj  for  there  is  no  doubt 
that  the  inhabitants  of  all  thofe  iflands  were  of  one  common 
origin,— -Ipeaking  the  fame  language, — poffeffing  the  fame  in- 
Ritutions,  and  pradtiling  fimilar  fuperftitions.  Columbus  him- 
felf  treats  of  them  as  fuch  3 and  the  teftimony  of  many  cotem- 
porary hiftorians  confirm  his  opinion.  It  appears  likewifc 
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(a)  Hifpaniola  was  called  by  the  natives  Haiti  or  jlyti,  which  fighifies  moua- 

tainous ; and  I conceive  the  fame  word  has  the  fame  meaning  in  the  iflands  of  the 
fouth  fea.  ' 

(b)  Cuba  was  the  Indian  name.  It  was  sot  dlfcovered  to  be  an  ifland  until’ 
the  year  1508,  when  a captain,  named  Sebaftian,  failed  round  it  by  order  of  Ni- 
cholas Ovando.  It  was  firft  planted  by  the  Spaniards  in  151 1 ; in  that  year  Jago 
Velafquez  went  thither  with  300  men,  and  fettled  on  the  fouth  coaft,  near  to  a 
port  which  he  called  by  his  own  name,  (a  name  it  ftill  bears)  artd  which  for  extent 
and  fecurity  may  be  reckoned  one  of  the  fineft  in  the  world. 

(c)  The  Indian  name  of  Porto-Rico  was  Boriquea.  It  was  difcovered  by 
Columbus,  in  his  fecond  voyage,  but  firft  explored  by  Juan  Ponce  de  Leon, 
in  1508. 
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from  the  information  of  Las  Cafas,  the  Bifhop  of  Chiapa,  to 
the  Emperor  Charles  V.  that  moft  of  the  natives  of  Trinidad 
(d)  were  of  the  fame  nation ; the  extent  and  natural  ftrength 
of  that  ifland,  as  of  the  others  above-mentioned,  having  pro- 
tected them,  in  a great  meafure,  from  the  depredations  of  the 
Charaibes, 

I HAVE  elfewhere  related  that  they  were  confidered  by  thefe 
Barbarians  as  defcendcd  from  a Colony -of  Arrowauks,  a people 
of  Guiana  j and  there  can  be  no  good  reafon  to  fuppofe  that 
the  Charaibes  were  mifinformed  in  this  particular. — The  evi- 
dence of  Raleigh,  and  others  who  vifited  both  Guiana  and  Tri- 
nidad two  centuries  ago,  might  be  adduced  in  fupport  of  their 
opinion.  Thefe  voyagers  pronounce  the  ancient  inhabitants 
of  Trinidad  to  belong  precifely  to  the  Arwacks  or  Arrowauk 
nation  of  the  Continent ; a race  of  Indians  to  whofe  noble  qua- 
lities the  mod;  honourable  teftimony  is  borne  by  every  traveller 
that  has  vifited  themi  and  recorded  his  obfervations.  And 

\ I 

here,  all  enquiry  concerning  the  origin  of  our  iflanders  feems 
to  terminate.  It  is  indeed  extremely  probable  that  all  the  va- 
rious nations  of  this  part  of  the  new  world,  except  only  the 
Charaibes,  emigrated  anciently  from  the  great  hive  of  the 
Mexican  empire.  Juan  de  Grijalva,  one  of  the  adventurers 
from  Cuba  in  1518,  found  a people  who  fpoke  the  language 

(d)  Trinidad  was  difcovered  by  Columbus  in  his  third  voyage,  and  was  named- 
by  him  after  the  Holy-Trinity,  becaufe,  fays  Herrera,  having  been  in  great  dan- 
ger, in  a violent  ftorm,^he  made  a vow  to  give  that  name  to  the  firft  land  he 
fhould  find;  foon  after  which  a failor,  in  the  main-top,  faw  three  points  of  land, 
whereby  the  name  fitted,  every  way  to  his  vow. 
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of  that  ifland,  on  the  coaft  of  Jucatan  fej  y but  at  what  period 
fuch  emigrations  were  made;  whether  the  Charaibes  were 
previoufly  poffefTed  of  the  widely  ex-tended  coaft  that  bounds 
the  Atlantic,  or,  in  pofterior  ages,  accidentally  found  their  way 
thither  by  fea,  from  the  ancient  Continent — (perhaps  by  their 
invalion  giving  birth  to  that  hereditary  and  unconquerable 
hatred  which  ftill  prevails  between  them  and  the  other  Indian 
nations)— thefe  are  points  concerning  which,  as  it  is  impoffible 
to  determine,  it  is  in  vain  to  enquire. 

In  eftimating  the  number  of  our  iflanders,  when  firft  dif- 
covered  by  Columbus,  hiftorians  widely  differ.  Las  Cafas 
computes  them  at  fix  millions  in  the  whole ; but  the  natives 
of  Hifpaniola  were  reckoned  by  Oviedo  at  one  million  only, 
and  by  Martyr,  who  wrote  on  the  authority  of  Columbus,  at 
1,200,000,  and  this  laft  account  is  probably  the  moft  corre<fl. 

Judging  of  the  other  iflands  by  that,  and  fuppofing  the  popu- 
lation of  each  to  be  nearly  the  fame  in  proportion  to  its  extent, 
the  whole  number  will  fall  greatly  fliort  of  the  computation 
of  Las  Cafas.  Perhaps  if  we  fix  on  three  millions,  inflead  of 
fix,  as  the  total,  we  fhall  approach  as  near  the  truth  as  poffiblc, 
on  a queftion  that  admits  not  of  minute  accuracy.  Indeed 
fuch  are  the  accounts  of  the  horrible  carnage  of  thefe  poor 
people  by  the  Spaniards,  that  we  are  naturally  led  to  hope  their  » 
original  numbers  muff  have  been  greatly  exaggerated ; firff  by 
the  affociates  of  Columbus,  from  a fond  and  excufable  pro- 
penfity  to  magnify  the  merit  and  importance  of  their  difco- 
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BOOK  veries,  as  undoubtedly  they  were  afterwards  by  the  worthy  prc- 
E late  I have  quoted,  in  the  warmth  of  his  honefk  indignation  -at 
the  bloody  proceedings  of  his  countrymen  : with  whom,  indeed,, 
every  man  of  a humane  and  refiedling  mind,  muff  blulli  to. 
confefs  himfelf  of  the  fame  nature  and  fpecies  !' 

But,  not  to  anticipate  obfervations  that  will  more  properly.^ 
appear  hereafter,  I lhall  now  proceed  to  the  coniideration, — 
I.  Of  their  perfons  and  perfonal  endowments II.  Their  in- 
telledlual  faculties  and  difpofitions  : III.' Their  political  infti- 
tutioiis  : IV.  Their  religious  rites.  Such  fubordinate  particu- 
lars as  are  not  eafily  reducible  to  either  of  thofe  heads,  will; 
conclude  the  prefent  chapter., 

I.  Both  men  and' women  wore  nothing  more  than  a flight 
covering  of  cotton  cloth  round  the  waifl: but  in  the  women  it 
extended  to  the  knees  t the  children  of  both  fexes  appeared  en- 
tirely naked.  In  ftature  they  were  taller  but  lefs  robufl;  than 
the  CharaibesY)^.  Their  colour  was  a clear  brown  not  deep- 
er,' in  general,  accoixling  to  Columbus,  than  that  of  a Spanifli 
peafant  who  has  been  much  expofed  to  the  wind  and  the* 
fun  fgj.  Like  the  Charaibes  they  altered  the  natural.configu— 
ration  of  the  head  in  infancy  y but  after  a different  mode  (.h ) 
and  by  this  pradlice,  fays  Herrera,  the  crown  was  fo  ftrength- 
ened  that  a Spanifli  broad-fword,  inftead  of  cleaving  the  fkulh 

(f)  Oviedo,  Som.,  (^)  F.  Col.  c.  xxiii. 

{h)  The  findputyor  fore-p*rt  of  the  head  from  the  eye-hrows  to  the  coronal; 
fiiture,  was  depreffed,  which  gave  an  unnatural  thicknefs  and  elevation  to  the- 
fcciput)  or  hinder  part  of  the  fkull. 

at 
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at  a ilroke,  would  frequently  break  fhort  upon  it  ^ an 
flluftration  which  gives  an  admirable  idea  of  the  clemency  of 
their  conquerors  ! Their  hair  was  uniformly  black,  without 
any  tendency  to  curl j their  features  were  hard  and  unlightly; 
the  face  broad,  and  the  nofe  flat ; but  their  eyes  ftreamed  with 
good  nature,,  and  altogether  there  was  fomething  pleafing  and 
irtviting  in  the  countenances  of  moll  of  them,  which  proclaim- 
ed a frank  and  gejitle'difpolition.  It  was  an  honefl:  face,  coarfe, 
but  not  gloomy ; for  it  was  enlivened  by  confidence,  and  foft- 
ened  by  compaflion^ 

Much  has  been  fuggefted  by  modern  philofophers,  concern- 
ing a fuppofed  feeblenefs  in  their  perfons  and  conftitutions. 
They  are  reprefented  to  have  been  incapable  of  the  fmallell 
degree  of  labour,  incurably  indolent,  and  infenfible  even  to  the 
attrad:ions  of  beauty,  and  the  influence  of  love  f^J.  This  won- 
derful debility  and  coldnefs  have  been  attributed  by  Ibme  writers 
tO‘ a vegetable  diet:  by  others,  it  is  pretended  that  they  de- 
rived from  nature  lefs  appetite  for  food  than  tHe  natives  of 
Europe  ; but  nothing  can  more  ftrongly  demonftrate  the  indo- 
lent inattention  of  hiflorians,  than  their  combining  thefe.cir- 
eumftances  in  one  and  the  fame  charadter.  An  infenfibility, 
or  contemptuous  difregard,  towards  the  female  fex,  was  a 
feature  peculiar  to  the  Charaibes;  who  however,  as  we  have 
feen,  were  robufl:  and' vigorous  in  their  perfons,  and  infatiably 
voracious  of  food.  It  conflituted  no  part  of  the  difpofition 

(f)  Herrera,  lib.  i.  c.  xvi.  who  copies  this  circumftance  from  Oviedo, 

(i)  Robertfon,  BufFon,  De  Pauw,  and  others. 
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BOOK  of  our  iflanders  j amongft  whom  an  attachment  to  the  fex  was 
I-  remarkably  confpicuous.  Love,  with  this  happy  people,  was 
not  a tranfient  and  youthful  ardour  only ; but  the  fource  of 
‘ all  their  pleafures,  and  the  chief  bufinefs  of  life  : for  not  being, 
like  the  Charaibes,  oppreffed  by  the  weight  of  perpetual  folici- 
tude,  and  tormented  by  an  unquenchable  third;  of  revenge, 
they  gave  full  indulgence  to  the  inftindts  of  nature,  while  the 
influence  of  the  climate  heightened  the  fenfibility  of  the 
paffions  (IJ,  ' 

In  truth,  an  exceffive  fenfuality  was  am^ong  the  greatefl 
defeats  in  their  character : and  to  this  caufe  alone  is  imputed, 
by  fome  writers,  the  origin  of  that  dreadful  difeafe,  with  the 
infliction  of  which  they  have  almoft  revenged  the  calamities 
brought  upon  them  by  the  avarice  of  Europe  — if  indeed  the 
venereal  contagion  was  firfl  introduced  into  Spain  from  thsfe 
iflands;  a conclufion  to  which,  notwithftanding  all  that  has 
been  written  in  fupport  of  it,  an  attentive  - enquirer  will  flill 
hefitate  to  fubfcribe  (ni)» 

That 

(l)  See  Oviedo,  lib.  v.  c.  lii.  We  have  nearly  the  fame  account  at  this  day 
of  the  Arrowauks  of  Guiana.  “ In  their  natural  difpofition”  (fays  Bancroft) 
“ they  are  amorous  and  wanton;”  and  Barrere  obferves,  “ ih  font  lub’riques 
“ ail  fupreme  degre?'  It  is  related  by  Herrera,  that  a deity  fimilar  to  the  Venus 
of  antiquity,  was  one  of  the  Divinities  of  the  Tlafcalansy  a people  of  Mexico. 

(m)  “ The  venereal  difeafe”  (fays  Oviedo)  “ was  certainly  introduced  Into 

Europe  from  thefe  iflands,  where  the  beft  medicine  for  the  cure  of  it,  the 

“ Guaiacum-,  is  alfo  found;  the  Almighty  fo  remembering  mercy  in  judgment 
“ that,  when  our  fms  provoke  punilhment,  he  fends  likewife  a remedy. — I was 
“ acquainted  with  many  perfons  who  accompanied  Columbus  in  his  firft  and 
*’■  fecond  voyages,  and  fufFered  of  this  difeafe;  one  of  whom  was  Pedro  Marga- 

“ rite. 
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Th  at  a people  who  pofTelTed  the  means  of  gratifying  every 
inclination  without  labour,  fhould  fometimes  incline  to  be  indo- 
lent, is  a circumftance  not  very  extraordinary.  As  the  wants 

“ rite,  a man  much  refpeiled  of  the  King  and  Queen.  In  the  year  1496  it 
“ began  to  fpread  in  Europe,  and  the  phyficians  were  wholly  at  a lofs  in  what 
“ manner  to  treat  it. — When,  after  this,  Gonzales  Fernandes  de  Cordova  was 
“ fent  with  an  army  by  his  Catholic  Majefty  on  behalf  of  Ferdinand  the 
“ Second  King  of  Naples,  fome  infedted  perfons  accompanied  that  army,  and 
“ by  intercourfe  with  the  women,  fpread  the  difeafe  among  the  Italians  and 
the  French  j both  which  nations  had  fuccellively  the  honour  of  giving  it  a 
name ; but  in  truth  it  came  originally  from  Hifpaniola,  where  it  was  very 
“ common,  as  was  likewife  the  remedy.*'^' 


This  account  is  fufficiently  particular ; neverthelefs  there  is  reafon  to  believe 
that  the  venereal  infedfion  was  known  in  Europe  many , centuries  before  the 
difcovery  of  America;  although  it  is  poffible  it  might  have  broke  out  with 
renewed  violence  about  the  time  of  Columbus’s  return  from  his  firft  expedi- 
tion.— This  was  the  era  of  wonder,  and  probably  the  infrequency  of  the  con- 
tagion before  that  period,  gave  colour  to  a report,  perhaps  at  firft  malicioufiy 
propagated  by  fome  who  envied  the  fuccefs  of  Columbus,  that  this  difeafe  was 
one  of  the  fruits  of  his  celebrated  enterprizc* . It  is  impoflible,  in  the  fpace  of  a 
marginal  note,  to  enter  deeply  into  this  fubjedl;  neither  does  the  full  invefti- 
gation  of  it  come  within  the  defign  of  my  work.  I therefore  refer  fuch  of  my 
readers  as  are  defirous  of  forming  a decided  opinion  on  the  queftion,  to  the 
Philof.  Tranfadlions,  vol.  xxvii.  and  vol.  xxxi.  (No.  365  and  No.  i r ) alfo  to  two 
learned  treatifes  on  the  fubjedl  by  Mr.  Sanches,  publilhed  at  Paris  1772  and 
1774,  and  to  the  authorities  referred  to  by  Mr.  Forfter  in  his  “ Obfervations 
made  during  a Voyage  round  the  World,”  p.  492.  In  S tow’s  Survey 
of  London,  vol.  ii. . p.  7.  is  preferved  a copy  of  the  rules  or  regulations 
eftablilhed  by  Parliament  in  the  eighth  year  of  Henry  the  Second,  .for  the 
government  of  the  licenfed  ftews  in  Southwark,  among  v/hich  I find  the  fol- 
lowing, “ No  ftewholder  to  keep  any  woman  that  hath  the  perilous  infirmity 
of  burning.”  . This  was  330  years  before  the  voyage  of  Columbus. 
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BOOK  of  nature  were  fupplied  almoft  fpontaneoufly,  and  no  coVer- 
ing  was  abfolutely  requifite  but  the  fhade,  that  neceffity  which 
urges  iiien  to  adtion,  and,  by  exercife,  invigorates  the  fibres, 
was  here  wholly  unknown.  It  is  probable  therefore  that  in 
niufcular  ftrength  the  natives  were  inferior  to  their  invaders, 
and  being  lefs  accuHomed  to  labour,  they  might  alfo  require 
lefs  nourifliment.  Thefe  conclulions  may  be  admitted  with- 
out fuppofmg  any  degradation  of  their  nature,  and  with  no 
very  unfavourable  impreffion  of  the  climate.  Their  limbs 
however  were  pliant  and  adtive,  and  in  their  motions  they 
difplayed  both  graCefulnefs  and  eafe.  Their  agility  was  emi- 
nently confpicuous  in  their  dances  j wherein  they  delighted 
and  excelled  j devoting  the  cool  hours  of  night  to  this  employ- 
ment (« J,  It  was  their  cuftom,  fays  Herrera,  to  dance  from 
evening  to  the  dawn  j and  although  fifty  thoufand  men  and 
women  v/ere  frequently  affembled  together  on  thefe  occafions, 
they  feemed  adluated  by  one  common  impulfe,  keeping  time  by  ' 
refponfive  motions  of  their  hands,  feet,  and  bodies,  with  an 
exadtnefs  that  was  wonderful  (oj.  Thefe  public  dances  (for 
they  had  others  highly  licentious)  were  appropriated  to  parti- 
cular folemnities,  and  being  accompanied  with  hiftorical  fongs, 
were  called  Arietoes ; a lingular  feature  in  their  political  infli- 
tutions,  of  which  I lhall  prefently  fpeak. 

Besides  the  exercife  of  dancing,  another  diverfion  was 
prevalent  among  them  which  they  called  Bato  j and  it  appears 

(n)  V.  Martyr,  Decad.  iii,  c.  vii. 

{o)  Herrera,  lib.  ix.  c.  ii. 
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from  the  account  given  of  it  by  the  Spanifh  hiftorlans  fpj,  c H A P. 
that  it  had  a diftant  refemblance  to  the  Englifh  game  of  III. 
cricket  j for  the  players  were  divided  into  two  parties,  which  - 
alternately  changed  places,  and  the  fport  coniifted  in  dexte- 
roufly  throwing  and  returning  from  one  party  to  the  other,  an 
elaftic  ball ; which  however  was  not  caught  in  the  hand, 
or  returned  with  an  inftrument ; but  received  on  the  head> 
the  elbow,  or  the  foot,  and  the  dexterity  and  force  with 
which  it  was  thence  repelled,  was  aftonilhing  and  inimita- 
ble.— Such  exertions  belong  not  to  a people  incurably  enervated 
and  llothful. 

II.  They  are,  neverthelefs,  pronounced  by  many  writers, 
to  have  been  naturally  inferior  to  the  natives  of  Europe,  not 
only  in  bodily  ftrength,  but  likewife  in  genius  and  natural  en- 
dowments. This  affertlon  has  I think  been  advanced  with 
more  confidence  than  proof.  That  the  mind,  like  the  body, 
acquires  ftrength  by  employment,  is  indeed  a truth  which  we 
all  acknowledge,  becaufe  we  all  experience  it  and  it  requires 
no  great  fagacity  to  difcover,  that  ingenuity  is  feldom  very 
powerfully  exerted  to  gratify  appetites  which  do  not  exift,  or 
to  guard  againfi:  inconveniences  which  are  not  felt.  If  our 
ifianders  therefore  rofe  in  fome  refpedts  to  a degree  of  refine- 
ment not  often  obfervable  in  favage  life,  it  may  juftly  be  pre- 
fumed that  in  a ftate  of  fociety  produdtive  of  new  defires  and 
artificial  necefli ties,  their  capacities  ^vould  have  been  fufceptiblc 

(p ) Oviedo,  lib.  vi,  c.  ii,  Herrera,  lib,  iii,  c.  iv. 
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BOOK  of  flill  further  improvement.  Their  fituation  alone,  without 
recurring  to  the  various  other  caufes  affigned  by  philofophers, 
fufficiently  accounts  for  the  paucity  of  their  ideas.  Men, 
without  anxiety  for  the  future,  have  little  reflecftion  on  the  paft. 
What  they  w'anted  in  excited  energy  of  mind,  was  however 
abundantly  fupplied  by  the  fofter  affections  j by  fweetnefs  of 
temper,  and  native  goodnefs  of  difpofition.  All  writers  who 
have  treated  of  their  character,  agree  that  they  were  unqueflion- 
ably  the  moft  gentle  and  benevolent  of  the  human  race. 
Though  not  bleffed  with  the  light  of  revelation,  they  praCtifed 
one  of  the  noblefl  precepts  of  Chriflianity,  forgivenefs  of  their 
cnetpies  : laying  all  that  they  pofTeffed  at  the  feet  of  their  op- 
preffors ; courting  their  notice,  and  preventing  their  withes, 
with  fuch  fondnefs  and  affiduity,  as  one  would  have  thought 
might  have  difarmed  habitual  cruelty,  and  melted  bigotry 
into  tendernefs  (q)» 

Among  other  inftances  of  their  generous  and  compafhonate 
turn  of  mind,  the  following  is  not  the  lead;  remarkable.  Soon 
after  Columbus’s  firft  arrival  at  Hifpaniola,  one  of  his  fhips 
was  wrecked  on  the  coaft.  The  natives,  fcorning  to  derive 
advantage  to  themfelves  from  the  diftrefs  of  the  ftrangers'  (un- 
confcious  indeed  of  the  calamities  which  their  arrival  was  foon 
to  bring  upon  them)  beheld  the  accident  with  the  liveliefl; 
emotions  of  forrow,  and  haftened  to  their  relief.  A thoufand 
canoes  were  inftantly  in  motion,  bufily  employed  in  conveying 
the  feamen  and  cargo  afhore  ; by  w'hich  timely  aflidance, 

{(l)^  Martyr.  Herrera,  F.  Columbus,  c.  xxvii.  xxxii.  &c. 
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not  a life  was  loft ; and  of  the  goods  and  proviftons  that  were 
faved  from  the  wreck,  not  the  fmalleft  article  was  embezzled. 
Such  was  their  celerity  and  good  will  on  this  occafion,  fays 
Martyr,  that  no  friend  for  friend,  or  brother  for  brother,  in 
diftrefs,  could  have  manifefted  ftronger  tokens  of  fympathy 
and  pity  frj.  Other  hiftorians  ftill  heighten  the  picture; 
for  they  relate  that  Guacanahari,  the  fovereign  of  that  part  of 
the  country,  perceiving  that,  notwithftanding  the  .ciforts  of 
his  people,  the  fliip  itfelf,  and  great  part  of  the  cargo  were 
irrecoverably  funk,  w^aited  on  Columbus  to  condole  with  him 
on  the  occalion  j and  while  this  poor  Indian  lamented  his 
misfortune  in  terms  which  excited  furprize  and  admiration,  he 
offered  the  Admiral  (the  tears  flowing  copioully  down  his 
cheeks  as  he  fpoke)  all  that  he  himfelf  pofTeffed,  in  reparation 
of  his  lofs 

This  benevolence,^  unexam  pled  in  the  hiftory  of  civilized  na- 
tions, was  foon  bafely  requited  by  the  condiuft  of  a band  of 
robbers,  whom  Columbus,  with  no  ill  intention,  left  inthe  ifland, 
on  his  departure  for  Europe.  Guacanahari  however  was  co- 
vered with  wounds  in  defending  them  from  his  injured  country- 
men f tj;  to  whofejuft  refentment  the  Spanifh  ruffians  at  length 
fell  a facrifice ; but  their  anger  was  of  ftiort  duration.  On 
Columbus's  return,  in  his  fecond  voyage,  their  fondnefs  revived ; 
and  for  a confiderable  time  the  Spaniards  lived  among  them  in 


(r)  Martyr,  Decad.  i.  lib.  i. 

(s)  Fer.  Col.  c.  xxxii.  Herrera,  Decad.  i.  lib.  i.  c.  xvlli. 

(t)  Herrera,  Decad.  1.  lib.  li.  c.  ix.  Fer.  Col.  c,  xl. 
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BOOK  perfedt  fecurity,  exploring  the  interior  parts  of  the  country,  both 
I*  in  companies  and  individually,  not  only  without  moleftation,  but 
invited  thereto  by  the  natives.  When  any  of  the  Spaniards  came 
near  to  a village,  the  moft  ancient  and  venerable  of  the  Indians, 
or  the  Cacique  himfelf,  if  prefent,  came  out  to  meet  them, 
and  gently  conducted  them  into  their  habitations,  feated 
them  on  ftools  of  ebony  curioufly  ornamented.  Thefe  benches 
. feem  to  have  been  feats  of  honour  referved  for  their  guefts ; — for 
the  Indians  threw  themfelves  on  the  ground,  and  killing  the 
hands  and  feet  of  the  Spaniards,  offered  them  fruits  and  the 
choicefl  of  their  viands  ; entreating  them  to  prolong  their  flay, 
with  fuch  folicitude  and  reverence  as  demonftrated  that  they 
confidered-  them  as  beings  of  a fuperior  nature,  whofe  pre-' 
fence  confecrated  their  dwellings,  and  brought  a bleffing 
with  it  fuj.  > 

The  reception  which  Bartholomew  Columbus,  who  was  ap- 
pointed Lieutenant,  or  Deputy  Governor,  in  the  abfence  of  the 
Admiral,  afterwards  met  with,  in  his  progrefs  through  the  ifland 
to  levy  tributes  from  the  feveral  Caciques  or  Princes,  manifefted' 
not  only  kindnefs  and  fubmiffion,  but  on  many  occafions  muni- 
ficence, and  even  a high  degree  of  politenefs.  Thefe  Caciques 
had  all  heard  of  the  wonderful  eagernefs  of  die  ftrangers  for  gold^ 
and  fuch  of  them  as  poffeffed  any  of  this  precious  metal,  willingly 
prefented  all  that  they  had  to  the  Deputy  Governor.  Others, 
who  hadnot  the  means  of  obtaining  gold,  brought  provifions  and 

(u)  Herrera,  Decad.  i.  lib.  i,  c.  xiv.-  F.  Col.  c.  xxvii. 
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cotton  in  great  abundance  {x J. — Among  the  latter,  was  Behechio, 
a powerful  Cacique,  who  invited  the  Lieutenant  and  his  at- 
tendants to  his  dominions  ; and  the  entertainment  which  they 
received  from  this  hofpitable  chief  is  thus  defcribed  by  Martyr. 
As  they  approached  the  king’s  dwelling,  they  were  met  by  his 
wives,  to  the  number  of  thirty,  carrying  branches. of  the  palm- 
tree  in  their  hands ; who  firft  faluted  the  Spaniards  with  a folemn 
dance,  accompanied  with  a general  fong.  Thefe  matrons  were 
fucceeded  by  a train  of  virgins,  diftinguifhed  as  fuch  by  their 
appearance;  the  former  wearing  apronsof  cotton  cloth, while  the 
latter  were  arrayed  only  in  the  innocence  of  pqre  nature.  Their 
hair  was  tied  fimply  with  a fillet  over  their  foreheads,  or  fuffered 
to  flow  gracefully  on  their  Ihoulders  and  bofoms.  Their  limbs 
were  finely  proportioned,  and  their  complexions,  though 
brown,  w'ere  fmooth,  fhining  and  lovely.  The  Spaniards  were 
flruck  with  admiration,  believing  that  they  beheld  the  dryads 
of  the  woods,  and  the  nymphs  of  the  fountains,  realizing  anci- 
ent fable.  The  branches  which  they  bore  in  their  hands,  they 
now  delivered  with  lowly  obeifance  to  the  Lieutenant,  who, 
entering  the  palace,  found  a plentiful,  and,  according  to  the  In- 
dian mode  of  diving,  a fplendid  repaft  already  provided.  As 
night  approached,  the  Spaniards  were  condudted  to  feparate 
cottages,  wherein  each  of  them  was  accommodated  wdth  a cot- 
ton hammock ; and  the  next  morning  they  were  again  enter- 
tained with  dancing  and  finging.  This  was  followed  by 
Biatches  of  wreftling  and  running  for  prizes;  after  which  two* 

(x)  V.  Martyr,  Pecad.  i.  lib.  r. 
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great  bodies  of  armed  Indians  unexpedtedly  appeared,  and  a 
mock  engagement  enfued  j exhibiting  their  modes  of  attack  and 
defence  in  their  wars  with  the  Charaibes.  For  three  days  were 
the  Spaniards  thus  royally  entertained,  and  on  the  fourth,  the 
affedtionate  Indians  regretted  their  departure. 

III.  The  fubmlflive  and  refpedtful  deportment  of  thefe  placid 
people  towards  their  fuperiors,  and  thofe  they  confidered  as  fuch, 
was  derived  probably,  in  fome  degree,  from  the  nature  of  their 
government ; which,  contrary  to  that  of  the  Charaibes  under  a 
fimilar  climate,  was  monarchical  and  even  abfolute.  The  regal 
authority  however,  though  not  circumferibed  by  pofitive  infti- 
^ tutions,  was  tempered  into  great  mildnefs,  by  that  conftitutional 
benevolence  which  predominated  throughout  every  part  of  their 
conduct,  from  the  higheft  to  the  loweft.  The  fympathy  which 
they  manifefted  towards  the  diftrefs  of  others,  proves,  that 
they  were  not  wretched  themfelves ; for  in  a ftate  of  abfolute 
ilavery  and  mifery,  men  are  commonly  devoid  both  of  virtue 
and  pity. 

Their  Kings,  as  we  have  feen,  were  called  Caciques,  and  their 
power  was  hereditary : — But  there  were  alfo  fubordinate  Chief- 
tains, or  Princes,  who  were  tributaries  to  the  Sovereign  of  each 
diftridl.  Thus  the  territory  in  Hifpaniola,  anciently  called  Xara- 
guay,  extending  from  the  plain  of  Leogane  to  the  Weftermoft 
part  of  the  ifland,  was  the  kingdom  of  the  Cacique  Behechio, 
whom  I have  mentioned  above ; but  it  appears  from  Martyr, 
that  no  lefs  than  thirty-two  inferior  chieftains  or  nobles  had 
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jurirdidllon  within  that  fpace  of  country,  who  w'ere  account- 
able to  the  fupreme  authority  of  Behechio  (y ),  They  feem 
to  have  fomewhat  refembled  the  ancient  barons  or  feudatories 
of  Europe  j holding  their  poffeffions  by  the  tenure  of  fervice. 
Oviedo  relates,  that  they  were  under  the  obligation  of  perfon- 
ally  attending  the  Sovereign,  both  in  peace  and  war,  whenever 
commanded  fo  to  (z)»  It  is  to  be  lamented,  that  the  Spa-^ 
nifh  hiftorlans  afford  very  little  information  concerning  this 
order  of  nobles,  or  the  nature  and  extent  of  their  fubordinate 
jurifdidion. 

The  whole  ifland  of  Hlfpaniola  wsls  divided  into  five  great 
kingdoms  (a)  ^ of  two  of  which,  when  Columbus  firfi:  landed, 
Guacanahari  and  Behechio  were  abfolute  fovereigns. — A third 
principal  Cacique  w^as  Cuanaboa,  whofe  hiftory  is  remarkable  : 
He  had  been  originally  a War  Captain  among  a body  of  Cha- 
raibes,  who  had  invaded  the  dominions  of  Behechio,  and,  on 
condition  of  preventing  the  further  incurfions  of  his  country- 
men, had  received  his  fifter,  the  beautiful  Anacoana,  in  marriage; 
together  with  an  extent  of  country,  which  he  had  converted 
into  a feparate  kingdom.  The  efiabllfiiment  of  this  leader  and 
his  followers  in  Hifpaniola,  had  Introduced  into  this  part  of 
the  ifland  the  Charaibean  language,  and  alfo  the  ufe  of  the  bow 
and  arrow  ; a v^eapon  with  the  practice  of  which  the  na- 
tives of  the  larger  ifiands  were  generally  unacquainted.  Cuana- 
boa however  ftill  retained  his  ferocious  difpofition,  and  having 
been  accufed  by  Guacanahari  before  Chriftopher  Columbus^ 

(y)  P.  Martyr,  Decad.  i.  lib.  v>.  (z\.  Oviedo,  lib.  iii,  c.  iv, 

(a)  Oviedo,  lib.  iii.  c,  iv.  ^ (h)  Oviedo,  lib.,  iii. 
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of  murdering  fome  of  the  Spaniards,  was  ordered,  by  that  com- 
mander to  be  fent  to  Spain : but  the  ihip  periflied  at  fea.  The 
fad  fate  of  his  unfortunate  widow,  the  innocent  Anacoana,  who 
was  moft  atrocioufly  murdered  in  1505,  by  Ovando,  the  Go- 
vernor of  Hifpaniola,  for  no  caufe,  that  I can  difcover,  but  her 
fond  attachment  to  Bartholomew  Columbus,  having  been  re- 
lated at  large  in  the  late  American  hiftory,  need  not  be  repeated 
here. 

The  iflands  of  Cuba  and  Jamaica  were  divided,  like  Hilpa- 
niola,  into  many  principalities  or  kingdoms ; but  we  are  told 
that  the  whole  extent  of  Porto  Rico  was  fubjed;  to  one  Ca- 
cique on\yf  cj.  It  has  been  remarked,  that  the  dignity  of  thefe 
Chieftains  was  hereditary  ^ but,  if  Martyr  is  to  be  credited,  the 
law  of  fucceflion  among  them,  was  different  from  that  of  all 
other  people  ; for  he  obferves  fdj,  that  the  Caciques  bequeath- 
ed the  fupreme  authority  to  the  children  of  their  lifters,  accord- 
ing to  feniority,  difinheriting  their  own  offspring  j “ being  cer- 
tain,  adds  Martyr,  that,  by  this  policy,  they  preferred  the 
blood  royal;  which  might  not  happen  to  be  the  cafe,  in 
advancing  any  of  the  children  of  thpir  numerous  wives.” 
The  relation  of  Oviedo  is  fomewhat  different,  and  feems  more 
probable : he  remarks,  that  one  of  the  wives  of  each  Cacique 
was  particularly  diftinguifhed  above  the  reft,  and  appears  to 
have  been  confidered  by  the  people  at  large  as  the  reigning 
Queen  fej  ; that  the  children  of.  this  lady,  according  to  priority 

(c)  P.  Martyr,  Decad.  u lib.  ii.  ( d)  Decad.  iii.  c,  ix. 

(e)  Oviedo,  lib.  v.  ^c.  iii. 
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of  birth,  fucceeded  to  the  father’s  honours  j but,  in  default  of  CHAP, 
ifl'ue  by  the  favourite  Princefs,  the  fillers  of  the  Cacique,  if  there 
were  no  furviving  brothers,  took  place  of  the  Cacique’s  own 
children  by  his  other  wives.  Thus  Anacoana,  on  the  death  of 
Behechio  her  brother,  became  Queen  of  Xaraguay  It  is 

obvious  that  this  regulation  was  intended  to  prevent  the  mif- 
chiefs  of  a difputed  fucceffion,  among  children  whofe  preten- 
lions  were  equal. 

The  principal  Cacique  was  diflinguilhed  by  regal  ornaments, 
and  numerou/ attendants.  In  travelling  through  his  dominions, 
he  was  commonly  borne  on  men’s  llioulders,  after  a manner 
very  much  refembling  the  ufe  of  the  palanqueen  in  the  Ball 
Indies  fgj^  According  to  Martyr/^ h ),  he  was  regarded  by  all  his' 
fubjedls  with  fuch  reverence,  as  even  exceeded  the  bounds  of 
nature  and  reafon  j for  if  he  ordered  any  of  them  to  call  them- 
felves  headlong  from  a high  rock,  or  to  drown  themfelves  in 
the  fea,  alledging  no  caufe  but  his  fovereign  pleafure,  he  was 
obeyed  without  a murmur:  oppofition  to  the  fupreme  autho- 
rity, being  coniidered,  not  only  as  unavailing,  but  impious. 

Nor  did  their  veneration  terminate  with  the  life  of  the 
Prince  j it  was  extended  to  his  memory  after  death  ; a proof 
that  his  authority,  however  extravagant,  was  feldom  abufed. 

When  a Cacique  died,  his  body  was  embowelled,  and  dried  in 
an  oven,  moderately  heated ; fo  that  the  bones  and  even  the 

(f)  Herrera,  lib.  vi.  c.  ii.  (g)  Herrera,  lib.  i,  c.  xvi. 

(h)  Martyr,  Decad.  i.  c.  i. 
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BOOK  ikin  were  preferved  entire  fij.  The  corpfe  was  then  placed  in 
a cave  with  thofe  of  his  anceflors,  this  being  (obferves  Oviedo) 
among  thefe  Ample  people  the  only  fyftem  of  heraldry ; where- 
by they  intended  to  render,  not  the  name  alone,  but  the  perfons 
alfo,  of  their  worthies  immortal.  If  a Cacique  was  ilain  in 
battle,  and  the  body  could  not  be  recovered,  they  compofed 
fongs  in  his  praife,  which  they  taught  to  their  children ; a bet- 
ter and  nobler  teftimony  furely,  than  heaps  of  dry  bones  or 
even  monuments  of  marble ; fince  memorials  to  the  deceafed 
are,  or  ought  to  be,  intended  lefs  in  honour  of  the  dead,  than  as 
incitements  to  the  living 

These  heroic  effuAons  conftituted  a branch  of  thofe  folem- 
iiities,  which,  as  hath  been  obferved,  were  called  Arietoes ; con- 
fining of  hymns  and  public  dances,  accompanied  with  mufical 
inllruments  made  of  fiiells,  and  a fort  of  drum,  the  found  of 
which  was  heard  at  a vafi;  drftance  (1).  Thefe  hymns,  reciting 

('/)  Herrera,  lib.  iii.  c.  ili.  F.  Columbus,  c.  Ixi. 

(' k)  It  is  related  by  Martyr,  that  on  the  death  of  a Cacique,  the  moft  beloved 
of  his  wives  was  immolated  at  his  funeral.  Thus  he  obferves  that  Anacaona, 
on  the  death  of  her  brother  King  Behechio,  ordered  a very  beautiful  woman, 
whofe  name  was  Guanahata  Benechina,  to  be  buried  alive  in  the  cave  where  his 
body  (after  being  dried  as  above  mentioned)  was  depofited*.  But  Oviedo, 
though  by  no  means  partial  towards  the  Indian  charadler,  denies  that  this  cuftom 
was  general  among  them  f . Anacaona,  who  had  been  married  to  a Charaibe, 
probably  adopted  the  practice  from  the  account  ihe  had  received  from  her  huf- 
band  of  his  national  cuftoms.  And  it  is  not  impoffible,  under  a female  admini- 
ftration, — amovg  favages^ — but  that  the  extraordinary  beauty  of  the  unfortunate 
vi£lim,  contributed  to  her  deftruftion. 

* Martyr,  Dscad.  iii.  lib.  ix.  f Oviedo,  lib.  r.  c.  iii. 

(1)  Herrera,  lib.  iii,  c.  iv.  P.  Martyr,  Decad.  iii,  c.vii.  F,  Columbus. 
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the  great  adions  of  the  departed  Cacique ; his  fame  in  war,  and  CHAP, 
his  gentlenefs  in  peace,  formed  a national  hiftory  f m ),  which  IIL 
was  at  once  a tribute  of  gratitude  to  the  deceafed  monarch, 
and  a lefTon  to  the  living.  Nor  could  any  thing  have  been 
more  inftrudtive  to  the  riling  generation  than  this  inflitution, 
fince  it  comprehended  alfo  the  antiquities  of  their  country, 
and  the  traditions  of  their  ancefhors.  Expreffions  of  national 
triumph  for  vi<!lory  in  war,  lamentations  in  times  of  publick  ca- 
lamity, the  voice  of  feflivity,  and  the  language  of  love,  were 
likewife  the  fubjedls  of  thefc  exhibitions  j the  dances,  lb  eifen- 
tial  a part  of  them,  being  grave  or  gay  as  the  occalion  requir- 
ed. It  is  pretended  that  among  the  traditions  thus  publickly 
recited,  there  was  one  of  a prophetick  nature,  denouncing  ruin 
and  defolation  by  the  arrival  of  llrangers  compleatly  clad,  and 
armed  with  the  lightning  of  heaven.  The  ceremonies  which 
were  obferved  when  this  awful  prediction  was  repeated,  we 
may  well  believe  were  Itrongly  expreflive  of  lamentation  and 
horror  (nj. 


IV.  Like  all  other  unenlightened  nations,  thefe  poor  Indians 
were  indeed  the  Haves  of  fuperllition.  Their  general  theology 
(for  they  had  an  ellablilhed  fyllem,  and  a priefthood  to  fupport 
it)  was  a medley  of  grofs  folly  and  childilh  traditions,  the  pro- 
geny of  ignorance  and  terror.  Yet  we  are  fometimes  dazzled 
with  a llrong  ray  of  funlliine  in  the  midft  of  furrounding  dark- 
nefs.  Hiltorians  have  preferved  a remarkable  fpeech  of  a ve- 
nerable old  man,  a native  of  Cuba,  who,  approaching  Chrillopher 
Columbus  with  great  reverence,  and  prefenting  a balket  of 

(m)  Oviedo,  lib.  v.  c.  iii. 

(n)  Martyr,  ut  fupra.  Herrera,  lib.  ii.  c.  iv. 
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BOOK  fruit,  addreffed  him  as  follows.  ‘‘  Whether  you  aro  divini- 
I.  “ ties,”  (he  obferved)  “ or  mortal  men,  we  know  not.  You  arc 
' « come  into  thefe  countries  with  a force,  againft  which,  were 

“ we  inclined  to  refifl  it,  reliftance  would  be  folly.  V/e  arc 
“ all  therefore  at  your  mercy;  but  if  you  are  men,  fubjeft  to 
“ mortality  like  ourfelves,  you  cannot  be  unapprized,  that  after 
this  life  there  is  another,  wherein  a very  different  portion  is 
“ allotted  to  good  and  bad  men.  If  therefore  you  expedl  to 
“ die,  and  believe,  with  us,  that  every  one  is  to  be  rewarded  in 
a future  ftate,  according  to  his  condudl  in  the  prefent,  you 
“ will  do  no  hurt  to  thofe,  who  do  none  to  you  foj.” 

Their  notions  of  future  happinefs  feem  however  to  have 
been  narrow  and  fenfual.  They  fuppofed  that  the  fpirits  of 
good  men  were  conveyed  to  a pleafant  valley,  which  they  called 
Coy  aba ; a place  of  indolent  tranquillity,  abounding  with  guavas 
and  other  delicious  fruits,  cool  fliades,  and  murmuring  rivu- 
lets (p)  in  a country  where  drought  never  rages,  and  the  hur- 
ricane is  never  felt.  In  this  feat  of  blifs  (the  Elyfium  of  anti- 
quity) they  believed  that  their  greateft  enjoyment  would  arife 
from  the  company  of  their  departed  anceftors,  and  of  thofe 
perfons  who  were  dear  to  them  in  life  fqj  ; — a proof  at  leafl  of 

(0)  This  remarkable  circumftance  happened  on  the  7th  of  July  1494,  and  is 
attefted  by  Pet.  Martyr,  Decad.  i.  lib.  iii.  and  by  Herrera,  lib.  ii.  c.  xiv.  If  it 
be  afked  how  Columbus  underftood  the  Cacique,  the  anfwer  is,  that  he  had  carried 
with  him  to  Spain,  in  his  former  voyage,  feveral  of  the  Indians;  one  of  whom, 
a native  of  Guanahani,  who  had  remained  with  him  from  October  1492,  had  ac- 
quired the  Spanilh  language.  This  man,  whofe  name  was  Dldacus,  ferved  him 
on  this  and  other  occafions,  both  as  a guide  and  interpreter 

(p ) Fer.  Col.  c.  Ixi. 

(q)  Herrera,  lib.  iii.  c.  iii. 
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their  filial  piety,  and  of  the  warmth  apd  tendernefs  of  their 
affections  and  dlfpolitions. 

The  confcioufnefs  in  our  Indians  that  they  "were  accountable 
beings.  Teems  to  indicate  a greater  degree  of  improvement  than 
we  are  willing  to  allow  to  any  of  the  natives  of  the  New  Ke- 
mifphere.  Although,  like  the  Charaibes,  our  iflanders  acknow- 
ledged a plurality  of  Gods,  like  them  too,  they  believed  in  the 
exiftence  of  one  fupreme,  invifible,  immortal,  and  omnipotent 
Creator;  whom  they  Jocahuna  fr).  But  unhappily, 

with  thefe  important  truths,  thefe  poor  people  blended  the 
mofi:  puerile  and  extravagant  fancies,  which  were  neither 
founded  in  rational  piety,  nor  productive  of  moral  obligation. 
They  affigned  to  the  fupreme  Being,  a father  and  mother, 
whom  they  diftinguilhed  by  a variety  of  names,  and  they 
fuppofed  the  fun  and  moon  to  be  the  chief  feats  of  their  refi- 
dence  |Cj-y.  Their  fyftem  of  idol-worfhip  was,  at  the  fame  time, 
more  lamentable  than  that  of  the  Charaibes  ; for  it  would  feem 
that  they  paid  divine  honours  to  flocks  and  flones  converted  into 
images,  which  they  called  Zemi ; not  regarding  thefe  idols  as 
fymbolical  reprefentations  only  of  their  fubordinate  divinities, 
and  ufeful  as  fenfible  objeCls,  to  awaken  the  memory  and  ani- 
m.ate  devotion,  but  aferibing  divinity  to  the  material  itfelf,  and 
actually  worff  ipping  the  rude  Hone  or  block  which  their  own 
hands  had  fafhioned.  It  may  be  obferved,  however,  that  an 
equal  degree  of  folly  prevailed  among  people  much  more  en- 
lightened. The  Egyptians  themfelves,  the  m.oft  ancient  of 

(r)  Martyr,  Decad.  i.  lib.  ix.  F.  Columbus, 

( s)  F.  Columbus.  P.  Martyr.  Benzoni. 
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civilized  nations,  wordiipped  various  kinds  of  animals,  and 
reprefentations  of  animals  ; fome  of  them  the  moR  noxious  in 
nature  j and  even  the  accomplifhed  philofophers  of  Greece  and 
Rome,  paid  divine  honours  to  men  to  whom  they  had  them- 
felves  given  an  apothcolis. — So  nearly  allied,  in  religious  re- 
fearches,  is  the  bliiidnefs  of  untutored  nature,  to  the  infuffici- 
ency  of  mere  cultivated  reafon  ! 

It  has  indeed  been  alTerted  (whether  juftly  or  not)  that  “ the 
fuperftitions  of  Paganifm  always  wore  the  appearance  of 
pleafure,  and  often  of  virtue  f't J j”  but  the  theology  of  our 
poor  iflanders  bore  a different  afpefl.  By  a lamentable  incon- 
liflency  in  the  human  mind,  they  confidered  the  Creator  of  all 
things  as  wholly  regardlefs  of  the  work  of  his  hands ; and  as 
having  transferred  the  government  of  the  world  to  fubordinate 
and  malignant  beings,  who  delighted  in  converting  into  evil 
that  which  he  pronounced  to  be  good.  The  effufions  of  gra- 
titude, the  warmth  of  affedlion,  the  confidence  of  hope,  formed 
no  part  of  their  devotions.  Their  idols  were  univerfally 
hideous  and  frightful,  fometimes  reprefenting  toads  and  other 
odious  reptiles ; but  more  frequently  the  human  face  horribly 
diftorted; — a proof  that  they  confidered  them,  not  as  benevo- 
lent, but  evil,  powers  3 — as  objedts  of  terror, — not  of  admira- 
tion and  love. 

To  keep  alive  this  facred  and  awful  prejudice  in  the  minds 
of  the  multitude,  and  heighten  its  influence,  their  Bohitos  or 


(t)  Gibbon. 
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Priefls,  appropriated  a confecrated  houfe  in  each  village,  where- 
in the  Zemi  was  invoked  and  worlhipped.  Nor  was  it  per- 
mitted to  the  people  at  large,  at  all  times,  to  enter,  and  on 
unimportant  occalions  approach  the  dread  object  of  their 
adoration.  The  Bohitos  undertook  to  be  their  meffengers  and 
interpreters,  and  by  the  efficacy  of  their  prayers  to  avert  the 
dangers  which  they  dreaded.  The  ceremonies  exhibited  on 
thelc  folemnities,  though  grofsly  ridiculous,  were  well  calcu- 
lated however  to  extend  the  prieftly  dominion,  and  confirm 
the  popular  fubjedtion.  In  the  fame  view,  the  Bohitos  added 
to  their  holy  profeffion,  the  practice  of  phyfick,  and  they  claim- 
ed likewife  the  privilege  of  educating  the  children  of  the  firfi: 
rank  of  people  (u)  j — a combination  of  influence  which,  ex- 
tending to  the  nearefl:  and  dearefl;  concerns  both  of  this  life 
and  the  next,  rendered  their  authority  irrefiflible. 

With  fuch  power  in  the  priefthood,  it  may  well  be  fup- 
pofed,  that  the  alliance  between  church  and  ftate,  was  not  lefs 
intimate  in  thefe  iflands,  than  in  the  kingdoms  of  Europe.  As 
in  many  other  nations,  religion  was  here  made  the  inftrument 
of  civil  defpotifm,  and  the  will  of  the  Cacique,  if  confirmed 
by  the  Prieft,  was  impioufly  pronounced  the  decree  of  heaven. 
Columbus  relates  that  fome  of  his  people  entering  unexped;edly 
into  one  of  their  houfes  of  worffiip,  found  the  Cacique  employ- 
ed in  obtaining  refponfes  from  the  Zemi.  By  the  found  of 
the  voice  which  came  from  the  idol,  they  knew  that  it  was 
hollow,  and  daffiing  it  to  the  ground  to  expofe  the  impofture. 


(^i)  Martyr. 
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B O O,  K they  difcovered  a tube,  which  was  before  covered  with  leaves, 
I.  that  communicated  from  the  back  part  of  the  image  to  an  inner 
^ ^ apartment,  whence  the  Prieft  ifilied  his  precepts  as  through  a 
fpeaking  trumpet ; — but  the  Cacique  earneftly  entreated  them 
to  fay  nothing  of  what  they  had  feen  declaring  that  by  means 
of  fuch  pious  frauds,  he  colledled  tributes,  and  kept  his  king- 
dom in  fubjedlion. 

The  reader,  I believe,  will  readily  acquit  me  for  declining  to 
enter  into  any  further  detail  of  the  various  wild  notions,  and 
fantaftical  rites  which  were  founded  on  fuch  arts  and  im- 
poftures.  Happily  for  our  iflanders,  however,  the  general  fydem 
of  their  fuperftition,  though  not  amiable,  was  not  cruel.  We 
find  among  them  but  few  of  thofe  barbarous  ceremonies 
which  filled  the  Mexican  temples  with  pollution,  and  the 
fpeftators  with  horror.  They  were  even  more  fortunate  in  this 
refpedt  than  the  otherwife  happy  inhabitants  of  the  lately  dif- 
covered  iflands  in  the  Southern  Pacific  Ocean  j amongfl  whom 
the  pradlice  of  offering  human  facrifices  to  their  deities,  is  flill 
as  dreadfully  prevalent,  as  it  anciently  was  amongfl  mofl  of 
the  nations  of  the  earth. 

Having  thus  mentioned  the  natives  of  the  South-Sea  Iflands, 
I cannot  but  advert  to  the  wonderful  fimilarity  obfervable  in 
many  refpedts,  between  our  ill-fated  Well  Indians  and  that 
placid  people.  The  fame  frank  and  affedlionate  temper,  the 
fame  chearful  fimplicity,  gentlenefs  and  candour  ^ — a behaviour, 
devoid  of  meannefs  and  treachery,  of  cruelty  and  revenge,  are  ap- 
parent 
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parent  in  the  charafter  of  both ; — and  although  placed  at  fo 
great  a diftance  from  each  other,  and  divided  by  the  interven- 
tion of  the  American  Continent,  we  may  trace  a refemblance 
even  in  many  of  their  cuftoms  and  inftitutions ; fuch  as  their 
national  fongs  and  dances,  their  domeftic  oeconomy,  their  fyftein 
of  government,  and  their  funeral  ceremonies.  I pretend  not, 
however,  to  affirm  that  this  refemblance  is  fo  exadt,  as  to 
create  the  prefumption  of  a common  origin.  The  affinity  per- 
ceivable in  the  difpolitions  and  virtues  of  thefe  widely  feparated 
tribes,  arofe  probably  from  a fimilarity  in  their  circumftances 
and  lituation,  operating  on  the  general  principles  of  human 
nature.  Placed  alike  in  a happy  medium  between  favage  life, 
properly  fo  called,  and  the  refinements  of  polifhed  fociety,  they 
are  found  equally  exempt  from  the  fordid  corporeal  diftrelTes 
ahd  fanguinary  paffions  of  the  former  ftate,  and  from  the  arti- 
^cial  neceffities,  the  refiraints  and  folicitudes  of  the  latter.  To 
a fpeculative  mind,  fuch  a fituation  may  appear,  for  a moment, 
even  fuperior  to  our  own ; **  but  if  we  admit”  (fays  the  elegant 
hiftorfan  ef  the  amiable  Otaheiteans)  **  that  they  are  upon  the 
whole  happier  than  we,  we  mufi;  admit  that  the  child  is 
**  happier  than  the  man,  and  that  we  are  lofers  by  the  per- 
fedtion  of  our  nature,  the  increafe  of  our  knowledge,  and 
**  the  enlargement  of  our  views  fxj”  . 

In  thofe  inventions  and  arts  which,  varying  the  enjoyments, 
add  confiderably  to  the  value  of  life,  I believe  the  Otaheiteans 
were  in  general  fomewhat  behind  our  iflanders  : in  agriculture 

(x)  Hawkefworth’s  Voyages,  yoI.  ii.  p.  105. 
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BOOK  they  were  particularly  fo  (yj.  The  great  fupport  of  the  infulaf^ 
I-  territories  of  the  South- Sea  confifts  of  the  bread-fruit,  and  the 
plantain  j both  which  flourifb  there  fpontaneoufly ; and  although 
the  inhabitants  have  likewife  plantations  of  yams  and  other  efeu- 
lent  roots,  yet  the  cultivation  of  none  of  them  appears  to  be  as 
extenfive,  as  was  that  of  the  maize  in  the  Weft  Indies,  or  to  dif- 
play  equal  Ikill  with  the  preparation  of  the  caflavi-bread  from 
the  maniock  fzj.  The  Weft  Indians,  notwithftanding  that  they 

poflefted 

(y)  Dr.  Robertfon,  in  bis  Hiftory  of  America,  vol.  i.  p.  obferves,  that 
as  the  natives  of  the  Nevv^  World  had  no  tame  animals,  nor  the  ufe  of  the  metals, 
their  agriculture  muft  neceflarily  have  been  imperfe£tl  It  fhould  however  be 
remembered,  that  as  every  family  raifed  corn  for  their  own  fupport,  and  the  iflands 
being  (to  ufe  the  expreffion  of  Las  Cafas)  “ abounding  with  inhabitants  as  an 
ant-hill  with  ants”  a very  fmall  portion  of  ground  allotted  to  the  maintenance 
of  each  family,  would  comprehend  in  the  aggregate  an  immenfe  fpace  of  cultivated 
country.  I'hus  we  find  Bartholomew  Columbus  obferving,  that  the  fields  about 
Zabraba,  a country  In  the  Gulph  of  Darien,  which  he  viewed  in  1503,  “ were  all 
**  covered  with  maize,  like  the  corn  fields  of  Europe,  for  above  fix  leagues  to- 
gether.”  Unacquainted  with  the  foil  of  the  Weft  Indies,  Dr.  Robertfon  fhould 
have  delivered  his  fentiments  on  this  fubjeft  with  diffidence.  That  foil  which  is 
known  in  thefe  iflands  by  the  name  of  brick-mould.,  is  not  only  fuperior  to  moft 
others  in  fertility,  but  requires  very  little  trouble  in  cultivation.  Among  our 
iflanders,  to  whom  the  ufe  of  iron  was  unknown,  inftruments  were  ingenioufly 
formed  of  ftone,  and  of  a certain  fpecies  of  durable  wood,  which  were  endued  with 
nearly  equal  folidity  and  fharpnefs.  We  find  them  felling  large  trees,  building 
canoes  and  houfes,  and  forming  domeftic  utenfils  of  exquifite  workmanfhip. 
Pofieffing  the  tools  and  materials  neceffary  for  thefe  purpofes,  they  could  not  be 
deftitute  of  proper  implements  for  the  ruder  operations  of  hufbandry,  on  a foil 
incapable  of  much  refiftance. 

(7,)  L’Abbe  Raynal,  in  oppofitlon  to  the  teftimony  of  all  the  early  Spanifh 
hiftorians  who  have  treated  of  the  difeovery  and  produdfions  of  America  (none 
of  whom  indeed  does  he  appear  to  have  confulted)  aflerts  that  the  maniock 
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poflefTed  almoft  every  variety  of  vegetable  nature  which  grew 
in  the  countries  I have  mentioned,  the  bread  fruit  excepted, 
raifed  alfo  both  the  maize  and  the  maniock  in  great  abun- 
dance ; and  they  had  acquired  the  {kill  of  watering  their  lands 
from  diftant  rivers,  in  time  of  drought  faj.  It  may  likewifc 
be  obferved,  that  although  the  Otaheiteans  pofTefs  the  fhrub 
which  produces  cotton,  they  neither  improve  it  by  culture, 
nor  have  the  knowledge  of  converting  its  wool  into  cloth  i 
but  content  themfelves  with  a far  meaner  production  as  a 
fubftitute.  Our  iflanders  had  not  only  the  {kill  of  making 
excellent  cloth  from  their  cotton,  but  they  praClifed  alfo  the 
art  of  dying  it  with  a variety  of  colours ; fome  of  them  of  the 
utmoft  brilliancy  and  beauty  fcj. 


CHAP. 

III. 


In  the  fcience  of  fhip-building  (if  the  conftruCtion  of  fuck 
veifels  as  either  people  ufed,  may  be  diflinguiflred  with  that 

plant  was  originally  Introduced  Into  the  Weft  Indies  from  Africa,  and  that  the 
Indians  were  firft  inftrudted  by  the  negroes  in  the  art  of  converting  the  poifon- 
ous  root  into  wholefome  food.  For  the  fatIsfa£tion  of  fuch  of  my  readers  as 
are  not  intimately  acquainted  with  the  American  Hiftory,  I think  it  neceftary 
to  obferve,  that  P.  Martyr,  in  his  firft  Decad,  which  bears  date  November, 
1493,  feven  months  only  after  the  return  of  Columbus  from  his  firft  voyage, 
particularly  mentions  the  maniock,  or  jucca^  as  furnifhing  great  part  of  the  food 
of  the  iflanders,  and  he  defcribes  their  manner  of  making  the  cajfavi  bread 
from  it;  obferving  that  the  raw  juice  is  as  ftrong  a poifon  as  aconite.  Ne- 
groes were  not  imported  into  the  iflands  till  many  years  after  this  account  was 
publifhed. 

(a)  Martyr.  Decad.  iii. 

(b)  Forfter’s  Obfervations. 

{c)  Oviedo.  Pufchas,  vol.  iii.  p.  9,85. 
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appellation)  the  fuperiority  k on  the  fide  of  Otaheite ; yet  the 
Piraguas  of  the  Weft  Indians  were  fully  fufficient  for  the 
navigation  they  were  employed  in,  and  indeed  were  by  no 
means  contemptible  fea-boats.  We  are  told  that  fome  of 
thefe  veflels  were  navigated  with  forty  oars  (d ) ; and  Herrera 
relates,  that  Bartholomew 'Columbus,  in  pafling  through  the 
Gulph  of  Honduras,  fell  in  with  one  that  was  eight  feet  in 
breadth,  and  in  length  equal  to  a Spanifh  galley.  Over  the 
middle  was  an  awning,  compofed  of  mats  and  palm-tree 
leaves;  underneath  which  were  difpofed  the  women  and 
children,  fecured  both  from  rain  and  the  fpray  of  the  fea. — It 
was  laden  with  commodities  from  Jucatan  (e)» 

On  the  other  hand,  our  iflanders  far  furpalTed  the  people  of 
Otaheite,  in  the  elegance  and  variety  of  their  domeftic  utenfils 
and  furniture ; their  earthenware,  curioufly  woven  beds,  and 
implements  of  hufbandry.  Martyr  fpeaks  with  admiration 
of  the  workmanfliip  of  fome  of  the  former  of  thefe.  In  the 
account  he  gives  of  a magnificent  donation  from  Anacoana  to 
Bartholomew  Columbus,  on  his  firft  vifit  to  that  Princefs,  he 
obferves  that,  among  other  valuables,  fhe  prefented  him  with 
fourteen  chairs  of  ebony  beautifully  wrought,  and  no  lefs  than 
fixty  velTels  of  different  forts,  for  the  ufe  of  his  kitchen  and 
table,  all  of  which  were  ornamented  "with  figures  of  various 
kinds,  fantaftic  forms,  and  accurate  reprefentations  of  living 


(il)  Martyr,  Decad.  i. 

(e)  Herrera,  Decad,  i.  lib.  y. 

animals. 


WEST  INDIES. 


85 


animals  (f).  The  induftry  and  ingenuity  of  our  Indians  there- 
fore muft  have  greatly  exceeded  the  meafure  of  their  wants. 
Having  provided  for  the  neceffities  of  their  condition,  they 
proceeded  to  improve  and  adorn  it.  ^ 

But  I muft  now  leave  them  to  the  miferable  fate  in  which 
it  pleafed  infinite,  but  infcrutable,  wifdom  to  permit  their 
mercilefs  invaders  to  involve  them  for  ever  ! — It  may,  I think, 
be  fafely  affirmed,  that  the  whole  ftory  of  mankind  affords  no 
fcene  of  barbarity  -equal  to  that  of  the  cruelties  exercifed  on 
thefe  innocent  and  inoffenfive  people.  All  the  murders 
and  defolations  of  the  moft  pitilefs  tyrants  that  ever  diverted 
themfelves  with  the  pangs  and  convulfions  of  their  fellow- 
creatures,  fall  infinitely  ffiort  of  the  bloody  enormities  com- 
mitted by  the  Spanifh  nation  in  the  conqueft  of  the  New 
World ; — a conqueff,  on  a low  eftimate,  effedled  by  the 
murder  of  ten  millions  of  the  fpecies  ! But  although  the  ac-. 
counts  which  are  tranfmitted  down  to  us  of  this  dreadful  car- 
nage, are  authenticated  beyond  the  poffibillty  of  difpute,  the 
mind,  ffirinking  from  the  contemplation,  wiihes  to  refid;  con-u 
vidtion,  and  to  relieve  itfelf  by  incredulity. — Such  at  leaft  is, 
the  apology  which  I would  frame  for  the  author  of  the  Ameri-. 
can  Hiilory,  when  I find  him  attempting,  in  contradid^ion  to 
the  voice  and  feelings  of  all  mankind,  to  palliate  fuch  horrible 
xyickednefs  (g).  Yet  the  fame  author  admits,  that  in  the 

fliort 

(f)  P.  Martyr,  Decad.  i. 

{g)  Introdudtion  to  the  Hrftory  of  America,  by  Ih'.  Robcrtfon,  voT.  I,  p.  IQ.. 
“ It  is  to  be  hoped”  (fays  this  author)  “ tliat  the  Spaniards  will  at  laft  dif- 

“ covey 
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BOOK,  iliort  intei'val  of  iifteen  years  fubfequent  to  the  difcovery  of  the 
I*  Weft  Indies,  the  Spaniards  had  reduced  the- natives  of  Hifpa- 
niola  “ from  a million  to  ftxty  thoufand  fhj”  It  is  in  vain 
that  he  remarks  on  the  bodily  feeblenefs  of  thefe  poor  Indians, 
and  their  natural  incapacity  for  labour.  Such  a conftitutional 
defedl,  if  it  exifted,  entitled  them  to  greater  lenity ; but  the 
Spaniards  diftributed  them  into  lots,  and  compelled  them  to  dig 
in  the  mines,  without  reft  or  intermiffion,  until  death,  their 
only  refuge,  put  a period  to  their  fufferings.  Such  as  attempt- 
ed refiftance  or  efcape,  their  mercilefs  tyrants  hunted  down 
with  dogs,  which  were  fed  on  their  flefh.  They  difregarded 
fex  and  age,  and  with  impious  and  frantic  bigotry  even  called 
in  religion  to  fan£tify  their  cruelties  ! Some,  more  zealous  than 
the  reft,  forced  their  miferable  captives  into  the  water,  and 
after  adminiftering  to  them  the  rite  of  baptifm,  cut  their  throats 
the  next  moment,  to  prevent  their  apoftacy  ! Others  made  a 
vow  to  hang  or  burn  thirteen  every  morning,  in  honour  of  our 
Saviour  and  the  twelve  Apoftles  ! Nor  were  thefe  the  ex- 
cefles  only  of  a blind  and  remorfelefs  fanaticifm,  which  ex- 
citing our  abhorrence,  excites  alfo  our  pity  : The  Spaniards 
were  actuated  in  many  inftances  by  fuch  wantonnefs  of  malice, 

“ cover  this  fyftem  of  concealment  to  be  no  lefs  impolitlck  than  illiberal. 
From  what  I have  experienced  in  tlie  courfe  of  my  enquiries,  I am  fatisfied, 
th'ht  upon  a more  minute  ferutiny  into  their  early  operations  in  the  New 
« World,  however  reprehensible”  (a  tender  expreflion)  “ the  adlions  of 
“ individuals  may  appear,  the  conduf*-  of  the  nation  will  be  placed  in  a more 
“ favourable  light.”  This  opinion,  however,  needs  no  other  refutation  than 
that  which  is  to  be  found  in  the  fubfequent  pages  of  the  learned  Author’s 
Hiftory. 

(h)  Hiflory  of  America,  vol.  i,  book  iii,  p.  185. 

as 
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as  is  wholly  unexampled  in  the  wide  hiftory  of  human  ds-  CHAP, 
pravity. — Martyr  relates,  that  it  was  a frequent  pradice  among  HI. 
them  to  murder  the  Indians  of  Hifpaniola  in  fport,  or  merely,  ' 
he  obferves,  to  keep  their  hands  in  ufe.  They  had  an  emulation 
• which  of  them  could  moft  dexteroufly  ilrike  off  the  head  of  a 
man  at  a blow ; and  wagers  frequently  depended  on  this  hellifli 
cxercife  (i)k  To  fill  up  the  meafure  of  this  iniquity,  and  demon- 
ftrate  to  the  world,  that  the  nation  at  large  participated  in  the 
guilt  of  individuals,  the  Court  of  Spain  not  only  negleded  to 
punifhthefe  enormities  in  its  fubjeds,  but  when  rapacity  and  ava- 
rice had  nearly  defeated  their  own  purpofes,by  the  utter  extirpation 
of  the  natives  of  Hifpaniola,  the  King  gave  permiffion  to  feize  on 
the  unfufpeding  inhabitants  of  the  neighbouring  iflands,  and 
tranfport  them  to  perifli  in  the  mines  of  St.  Domingo.  “ Several 
**  veffels”  (fays  Dr.  Robertfon)  “ were  fitted  out  for  the  Lu- 
cayos,  the  commanders  of  which  informed  the  natives,  wdth' 

**  whofe  language  they  were  now  well  acquainted,  that  they 
came  from  a delicious  country,  in  which  their  departed  an- 
cefiors  refided,  by  whom  they  were  fent  to  invite  them  to. 

“ refort  thither,  topartakeof  the  blifs  which  they  enjoyed.  That 
“ fimple  people  lifiened  with  wonder  and  credulity,  and  fond  of 
“ vifiting  their  relations  and  friends  in  that  happy  region,  fol- 
“ lowed  the  Spaniards  with  eagernefs.  By  this  artifice,  above 
“ 40,000  were  decoyed  into  Hifpaniola,  to  fhare  in  the  fufferings 
“ which  were  the  lot  of  the  inhabitants  of  that  ifland,  and  to 
“ mingle  their  groans  and  tears  with  thofe  of  that  wretched 

% 

(i)  P.  Martyr,  Decad.,  i.  lib.  viL. 


race: 


HISTORY  OF.  THE 


book  “ of  nien  (k)."  After  reading  thefe  accounts,  who  can 


help  forming  an  indignant  w'ifh  that  the  handof  Heaven,  bylbme 


I. 


miraculous  interpofition,  had  fwept  thefe  European  tyrants  from 
" the  face  of  the  earth,  who,  like  fo  many  hearts  of  prey,  roamed 


round  the  world  only  to  defolate  and  dertroy ; and,  more  re- 
morfelefs  than  the  fiercert thirrtcd  for  human  blood. 


(k)  Hiftory  of  America,  book  ili.  p.  i86.  See  likewlfe  P,  Martyr,  Decad.  vii. 


This  author  relates  the  following  affefting  particulars  of  the  poor  Lucayans  thus 


fraudulently  decoyed  from  their  native  countries.  “ Many  of  them  in  the  anguilh 
“ of  defpair,  obftinately  refufe  all  manner  of  fuftenance,  and  retiring  to  defert 
« caves  and  unfrequented  woods,  filently  give  up  the  ghoft.  Others,  repairing 
“ to  the  fea-coaft  on  the  northern  fide  of  Hifpaniola,  caft  many  a longing  look 
“ towards  that  part  of  the  ocean  where  they  fuppofe  their  own  iflands  to  be 
' “ fituated ; and  as  the  fea-breeze  rifes,  they  eagerly  inhale  it ; fondly  believing, 
“ that  it  has  lately  vifited  their  own  happy  vallies,  and  comes  fraught  with  the 
“ breath  of  thofe  they  love,  their  wives  and  their  children.  With  this  idea,  they 
“ continue  for  hours  on  the  coaft,  until  nature  becomes  utterly  exhaufted  j when 
. “ firetching  out  their  arms  towards  the  ocean,  as  if  to  take  a laft  embrace  of  their 

“ diftant  country  and  relations,  they  fink  down,  and  expire  without  a groan.”— 
“ One  of  the  Lucayans”  (continues  the  fame  author)  “ who  was  more  dc- 
“ firous  of  life,  or  had  greater  courage  than  moft  of  his  countrymen,  took  upon 
“ him  a bold  and  difficult  piece  of  work.  Having  been  ufcd  to  build  cottages  in 
**  his  native  country,  he  procured  inftruments  of  flo«ie,  and  cut  down  a large 


“ fpongy  tree  called  jaruma  the  body  of  which  he  dexteroufly  fcooped  into  a 


“ canoe.  He  then  provided  himfelf  with  oars,  fome  Indian  corn,  and  a few 
“ gourds  of  water,  and  prevailed  on  another  man  and  a woman  to  embark  with 
“ him  on  a voyage  to  the  Lucayos  Iflands.  Their  navigation  was  profperous  for 


near  200  miles,  and  they  were  almoft  within  fight  of  their  own  long-loft  fhores, 


“ when  unfortunately  they  were  met  by  a Spanifh  fhip,  which  brought  them 
“ back  to  flavery  and  forrow.  The  canoe  is  ftill  preferved  in  Hifpaniola  as  a fin- 
gular  curiofity,  confidering  the  circumftances  under  which  it  was  made.” 


•The  bombax,  »r  wild  cotton  tree. 
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without  having  the  impulfe  of  natural  appetite  to  plead  in  their 
defence  ! 

On  the  whole,  if  we  confider  of  how  little  benefit  the  acqui- 
fition  of  thefe  iflands  has  fince  proved  to  the'  Spanifli  nation,  and 
count  over  the  cofi;  of  the  conqueft,  we  muft  find  it  extremely 
difficult  to  include  fuch  an  event  as  the  maflacre  of  ten  millions 
of  innocent  people  (comprehending  the  butcheries  in  Mexico  and 
Peru)amongfi;  the  number  of  thofe  partial  evils  which  ultimately 
terminate  in  general  good:  Nor  can  we  poffibly  reconcile  its  per- 
miflion  to  our  lirnited  ideas  of  infinite  wifdom  and  goodnefs  1 
Divines  therefore  juftly  conclude,  that  no  ftronger  proof  than 
that  which  arifes  from  hence  need  be  given  of  the  exigence  of 
a future  and  better  ftate,  wherein  the  unequal  difiribution  of 
mifery  and-happinefs  in  this  life  fhall  be  adjufted ; “ when  the 
crooked  JJjall  be  made  Jlraight,  and  the  rough  places  plain  (1)1" 

(1)  In  1585  Sir  Francis  Drake  made  a defeent  on  Hifpaniola,  and  in  his  ac- 
count of  that  ifland,  which  is  preferved  in  Hakluyt,  vol.  iii.  he  relates  that  the 
Spaniards,  having  utterly  exterminated  the  ancient  Indians,  (not  a fingle  defeen- 
dant  being,  I doubt,  at  that  time  living)  had  neverthelcfs  derived  fo  little  advan- 
tage from  their  cruelty,  as  to  be  obliged  to  convert  pieces  of  leather  into  money, — 
all  the  filver,  in  the  attainment  of  which  from  the  bowels  of  the  earth  fo  many 
thoufands  of  poor  wretches  had  perifhed,  having  long  fince  found  its  way  to  Eu- 
rope, and  the  inhabitants  had  no  means  of  getting  a frefh  fupply. 

It  may  be  proper  in  this  place  to  obferve,  that  fome  of  the  circumftances 
which  I have  related  above,  refpedling  the  cruelties  of  the  Spaniards,  are  cx-‘ 
traiSled  from  the  writings  of  Bartholomew  De  Las  Cafas,  who  is  acemed 
by  Dr.  Robertfon  of  exaggeration  ; — but  Oviedo  himfelf,  who  endeavours  to 
palliate  the  monftrous  barbarities  of  his  countrymen  towards  the  natives,  by 
averting  that  they  were  addifted  to  unnatural  vices,  which  rendered  them  pro- 
perly obnoxious  to  punilhment  (a  charge,  by  the  way,  which  Herrera  admits  to 
be  groundlefs)— Oviedo,  I fay,  confefi'es  that  in  1535,  only  forty-three  years 
Vol.  I.  N polterior 
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O K pofterior  to  the  difcovery  of  Hifpaniola,  and  when  he  was  himfelf  on  the  fpot, 
there  were  not  left  alive  in  that  ifland  above  five  hundred  of  the  original  natives, 

■ - ' old  and  young  j for  he  adds,  that  all  the  other  Indians  at  that  time  there,  had  been 

forced  or  decoyed  into  flavery,  from  the  neighbouring  iflands  Las  Cafas,  it  is 
true,  when  he  fpeaks  of  numbers  in  the  grofs,  certainly  over-rates  the  original 
inhabitants.  But  it  does  not  appear  that  he  meant  to  deceive;  nor  is  there  any 
juft  reafon  to  fufpedl  his  veracity  when  he  treats  of  matters  fufceptive  of  precifion  ; 
more  efpecially  in  circumftances  of  which  he  declares  himfelf  to  have  been  an  eye- 
witnefs.  Let  the  reader  judge  of  Las  Cafas  from  the  following  narrative,  in 
which  his  falftiood  (if  the  ftory  were  falfe)  could  have  been  very  eafily  detedted. 
“ I once  beheld”  (fays  he)  “ four  or  five  principal  Indians  roafted  alive  at  a flow 
“ fire  ; and  as  the  miferable  vidtims  poured  forth  dreadful  fcreams,  which  difturb- 
ed  the  commanding  officer  in  his  afternoon  flumbers,  he  fent  word  that  they 
“ Ihouldbe  ftrangled;  but  the  officer  on  guard(I  knowhis  name,  and  I know 
“ HIS  RELATIONS  IN  SEVILLE)  would  not  fuffer  it;  but  caufing  their  mouths  to 
“ be  gagged,  that  their  Cries  might  not  be  heard,  he  ftirred  up  the  fire  with  his 
“ own  hands,  and  roafted  them  deliberately  till  they  all  expired. — I saw  it  my- 

“ SELF.”  ! ! ! 

It  may  be  neceflary  perhaps,  on  my  own  account,  to  add,  that  I have  no  other 
edition  of  Las  Cafas,  than  that  which  was  publiftied  at  Antwerp,  in  1579.  From 
a copy  of  that  edition  I have  extradted  the  foregoing  horrid  relation;  my  hand 
trembling  as  I write,  and  my  heart  devoutly  wiftiing  it  could  be  proved  to  bo 
falfe. 

* Oviedo,  lib.  Hi.  «.  4i. 
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Land  animals  ufed  as  food, — Fifes  and  ’wild  fowl. — Indian 
Tnethod  of  fif  ing  and  fowling. — Efciilcnt  vegetabksy  &c. — Con- 
clufon. 


IN  tracing  the  feveral  tribes  of  quadrupeds,  properly  fo  called, 
which  anciently  exifted  in  the  Weft  Indies,  it  will  be  found 
that  the  Windward  or  Charalbean  Iflands,  poficfted  all  that 
were  pofiefted  by  the  larger  iflands,  and  fome  fpecies  which 
the  latter  were  without.  It  is  likewife  obfervable,  that  all  the 
animals  of  the  former  are  ftill  fourid  in  Guiana,  and  few  or 
none  of  them  in  Nofth  America  : Thefe  are  additional  proofs 
that  the  Windward  Iflands  were  anciently  peopled  from  the 
South.  The ‘enumeration  of  them  follows : 

I .  The  Agouti, 

2.  The  Pecary, 

3.  The  Armadillo, 

4.  The  Opuflhm, 

, ^ • 5.  The  Racoon, 

6.  The  Mufk  Rat, 

7.  The  Alco, 

8.  The  fmaller  Monkey  of  feveral  varieties. 


CHAP. 

IV. 


These  I think  are  their  moft  general  appellations;  but,  from 
the  variety  of  Indian  languages,  or  dialedts  rather  of  the  fame 
language,  which  anciently  prevailed  in  the  Iflands  and  on  the 

, N .2  neighbouring 
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neighbouring  Continent,  fome  of  thefe  animals  have  been  dif- 
tlnguiflied  by  fo  many  different  names,  that,  in  reading  the  ac- 
counts of  them  tranfmitted  by  the  French  and  Spanifh  hiRo- 
rians,  it  is  often  difficult  to  underfland  of  which  in  particular 
they  mean  to  fpeak. 

The  x^gouti  isfometimes  called  coutf,  and  coati.  It  was  cor- 
rupted into  uti  and  iitia,  by  the  Spaniards ; and  at  prefent  it  is^ 
known  in  fome  parts  of  the  Weft  Indies  by  the  terms  pucarara 
and  Indian  coney.  It  is  the  mus  aguti  of  Liiinasus,  and  the  cavy 
of  Pennant  and  Buffon^ 

To  thefe  writers  it  is  fufticient  to  refer,  for  a defcription  of 
its  nature  and  properties. — I fhall  briefly  obferve  that,  in  com- 
paring it  with  the  quadrupeds  of  Europe,  it  feems  to  conftitute 
an  intermediate  fpecies  between  the  rabbit  and  the  rat  j.  and  of 
the  animals  which  I have  enumerated  above,  this  and  the  laft 
are,  I fear,  the  only  ones  that  have  efcaped  the  common  fate  of 
all  the  nobler  inhabitants  of  thefe  » unfortunate  iflands,  man- 
himfelf  (as  we  have  feen)  not  excepted  1 The  agouti  is  ftill  fre- 
quently found  in  Porto-Rico,  Cuba  and  Hifpaniola,  and  Ibme- 
times  in  the  mountains  of  Jamaica.  In  moft  of  the  iflands  to 
Windward,  the  race,  though  once  common  to  them  all,  is  now 
I believe  utterly  extind:. 

The  Pecary,  which  was  known  in  the  Windward  Iflands 
only,  and  the  Continent,  has  been  honoured  with  no  lefs  variety 
of  names  than  the  agouti.  According  to  Rochefort  it  was  alfo 
javari  2Sidip acquire.  By  Dampier  it  is  named  By 
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Acofta  faino  and  zaino.  ft  is  the  Jus  tajacu  of  Linnaeus,  and  the  CHAP. 
peca'ry  and  Mexican~mujk  hog  of  our  Englidi  naturalifts.  IV'. 

Of  this  animal,  a very  full  and  particular  account  has  been 
given  by  Monf.  Bulfon  in  his  Natural  Hiftory,  and  by  Dr. 

Tyfon  in  the  Philofophical  Tranfaftions.  I have  heard  that  it. 
ftill  abounds  in  many  of  the  provinces  of  Mexico ; but  in  the 
Weft  Indian  iflands  I believe  the  breed  has  been  long  fince  ex- 
terminated. Thofe  that  I have  feen  were  carried  thither  from 
the  Continent  as  objects  of  curiofity  j and  they  appeared  to  me 
to  differ  from  the  European  hog  principally  in  the  fingular  but 
well-known  circumftance  of  their  having  a mulley  difeharge 
from  an  aperture  or  gland  on  the  back,  erroneoully  fuppofed  to 
be  the  navel ; and  in  the  colour  of  their  bridles  > the  pecary 
being  indeed  highly  ornamented ; for  the  briftles  of  thofe  that  I 
beheld,  were  of  pale  blue,  tipt  with  white.  It  is  alfo  related  of 
this  animal,  that  it  pofteffes  far  greater  courage  than  the  hog  of 
Europe  j and  when  hunted  by  dogs,  will  frequently  turn  and 
compel  its  enemy  to  retreat.  Thus  its  native  bravery  bringing 
it  within  the  reach  of  fire-arms,  contributed  doubtlefs  to  its  final 
deftrudtion  in  the  Iflands. 

Of  the  Armadillo,  the  fpecles  anciently  known  in  thefe  iflands 
was  I think  that  which  is  called  by  fyftematical  writers  the  nine 
banded.  It  is  covered  with  a jointed  fhell  or  fcaly  armour,  and 
has  the  faculty  of  rolling  itfelf  up,  like  the  hedge-hog.  As  food 
it  is  faid  to  be  very  wholefome  and  delicate.  It  was  once  found 
in  all  parts  of  the  Weft  Indies. 


The 
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The  Opuflum  (or  rnanitm)  is  diftinguifliable.from  all  other 
animals,  by  a wonderful  property.  Under  the  belly  of  the  fe- 
male there  is  a pouch,  wherein  flie  receives  and  fhelters  her 
young. — Both  this  and  the  former  animal  are  too  well  known 
to  the  curious  in  natural  refearches,  to  render  it  neceffary  for  me 
to  be  more  particular.  I believe  the  opuffum>  like  the  pecary, 
was  unknown  to  the  larger  Iflands. 

) r •» 

The  Racoon  was  common  in  Jamaica  in  the  time  ofSloane, 
who  obferves  that  it  was  eaten  by  all  forts  of  people.  Its  abode 
was  chiefly  in  hollow  trees,  from  whence,  fays  Sloane,  it  makes 
paths  to  the  cane-fields,  where  it  chiefly  fubfifts ; a circumflance 
which,  while  it  indicates  that  its  number  was  confiderable,  eafily 
accounts  for  its  deifrudtion. 

The  Mufle  Rat  is  the  piloris  of  naturalifis  : it  burrows  in  the 
earth,  and  fmells  fo  ftrongly  of  mulk,  that  its  retreat  is  eafily 
difcovered.  According  to  the  French  writers,  thefe  abounded 
anciently  in  Martinico  and  the  other  Windward  Iflands  to  a 
great  degree  (m)  ^ and  its  refemblance  to  the  common  rat  of 
Europe,  though  four  times  as  large,  probably  proved  fatal  to 
the  whole  race.  I am  inclined  to  fufpedl  that  this  animal  is 
the  agouti  of  the  larger  Iflands. 

The  Alco  was  the  native  dog  of  the  New  Hemifphere,  nor 
does  it  feem  to  have  differed  greatly  from  that  of  the  Old  ; ex- 
cept that  it  poffeffed  not  the  power  of  barking  ( n ).  The  natives 

' ('?«)  P.  Labat,  tom.  ii.  p.  302.  (n)  F.  Col.  c.  xxiv. 
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of  Hifpanlola,  like  thofe  of  Otaheite,  fattened  them  with  care,  CHAP, 
and  accounted  their  fle£h  a great  delicacy.  “ In  St.  Domingo” 

(fays  Acofla)  the  dogs  of  Europe  have  multiplied  fo  exceed- 
“ ingly,  that  at  this  time  (1587)  they  are  a nuifance  and  a ter- 
ror  to  the  inhabitants,  and  a price  is  fet  on  their  heads  as  on 
“ v^’’olves  in  Old  Spain.  At  firft  there  were  no  dogs  in  this 
“ idand,  but  a fmall  mute  creature  refembling  a dog,  with  a 
nofe  like  that  of  a fox;  which  the  natives  called  alco.  The 
“ Indians  were  fo  fond  of  thefe  little  animals,  that  they  carried 
**  them  on  their  flioulders  wherever  they  went,  or  nourillied 
“ them  in  their  bofoms.” 

The  Monkey  and  its  varieties  require  no  defeription.- 

Thus  it  appears  that  out  of  eight  diiferent  fpecles  of  edi- 
ble quadrupeds,  one  only  was  domeftick  and  fequacious.  Few 
indeed  are  the  animals  that  own  allegiance  to  man  In  his  favage 
date.  Of  the  beads  of  the  foreft,  the  ftronged  difpute  his 
fuperiority  and  the  weaked  avoid  his  approach.  To  his  con- 
veniency  therefore  they  contribute  nothing,  and  towards  hiS' 
nourdhment,  the  fupplies  that  they  afford  are  cafual  and  uncer- 
tain. Nature  however  feems  to  have  difplayed  towards  the  in- 
habitants of  thefe  iflands,  a bounty  that  almod  rendered  fuper- 
fiuous  the  labours  of  art  in  procuring  them  fudenance ; for, 
befides  the  animals  that  I have  mentioned,  and  thofe  that  are 
furnilhed  by  the  rivers  and  the  fea,  the  woods  were  peopled 
with  two  very  extraordinary  creatures ; both  of  which  anciently 
were,  and  dill  are,  not  only  ufed  as  food,  but  accounted  fuperlor 
delicacies. 

These 
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'These  are  the  Iguana  and  the  Mountain-crab.  The  Iguana 
(or,  as  it  is  more  commonly  written,  the  guana y is  a fpecics  of 
Lizard: — a clafs  of  animals,  about  which  naturalifts  are  not 
agreed  whether  to  rank  them  with  quadrupeds,  or  to  degrade 
them  to  ferpents. — They  feem  therefore  to  ftand  aloof  from  all 
eflabliilied  fy hems,  and  indeed  juhly  claim  a very  diflinguiOied 
place  by  themfeives.  From  the  alligator,  the  moil;  formidable 
of  the  family,  meafuring  fometimes  twenty  feet  in  length,  the 
gradation  is  regular  in  diminution  of  fize  to  the  fmall  lizard  of 
three  inches  j the  fame  figure  and  conformation  nearly  (though 
not  wholly)  prevailing  in  each.  The  iguana  is  one  of  the 
intermediate  fpecies,  and  is  commonly  about  three  feet  long, 
and  proportionably  bulky.  It  lives  chiefly  among  fruit  trees, 
and  is  perfectly  gentle  and  innoxious.  Europeans  doubtlefs 
learnt  to  make  food  of  them  from  the  example  of  the  ancient 
Indians,  amongfi  whom  the  praftice  of  hunting  them  was  a 
favourite  diverfion  (o)  \ and  they  are  now  become  generally 
fcarce,  except  in  the  iflands  of  the  Windward-pafiage,  and  fuch 
other  places  between  the  tropicks  as  are  feldom  vifited  by  man. 
I believe  indeed  the  Englifli,  even  when  they  were  more  plen- 
tiful, did  not  often  ferve  them  at  elegant  tables ; but  their 
French  and  Spanilh  neighbours,  lefs  fqueamifli,  ftill  devour 
them  with  exquifite  relifli;  I imagine  too  they  have  good  rea- 
£bn ; for  I have  been  aflured  by  a lady  of  great  beauty  and 
elegance,  who  fpoke  from  experience,  that  the  iguana  is 

(a)  F.  Col.  c.  XXV, 
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equal  in  flavour  and  wholefomenefs*  to  the  finefl  green 
turtle  fpj. 


CHAP. 
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Respecxing  the  Mountain  Crab,  which  fliill  furvives  in  the 
larger  of  thefe  Iflands,  though  its  final  extindion  is  probably 
at  hand,  its  hiftory  is  fo  wonderful,  that  I choofe  rather  to  give 
it  in  the  language  of  others,  than  in  any  recital  of  my  own. 
The  authors  from  whom  I tranferibe,  are  Du  Tertre  and 
Brown.  They  both  wrote  from  their  own  knowledge  and 


[p)  P.  Labat  likewife  fpeaks  of  a fricaiTeed  guana  with  high  approbation. 
He  compares  it  to  chicken,  for  the  whitenefs  of  its  flelh  and  the  delicacy  of  its 
flavour. — Tom.  iii.  p.  315*  In  a fubfequent  page,  he  gives  a minute  account 
of  the  manner  of  catching  this  animal,  aad  if  the  reader  has  no  objeftion  to 
accompany  the  good  Father  a la  chajjif  he  may  participate  in  the  diverfion  as 
follows:  “We  were  attended”  (fays  he)  “by  a negro,  who  carried  a long 
“ rod;  at  one  end  of  which  was  a piece  of  whipcord  with  a running  knot, 
“ After  beating  the  bufhes  for  fome  time,  the  negro  difeovered  our  game 
balking  in  the  fun  on  the  dry  limb  of  a tree.  Hereupon  he  began  whiftling 
“ with  all  his  might,  to  which  the  guana  was  wonderfully  attentive,  ftretching 
“ out  his  neck  and  turning  his  head,  as  if  to  enjoy  it  more  fully.  The  negro 
“ now  approached,  ftill  whiftling,  and  advancing  his  rod  gently,  began  tick- 
“ ling  with  the  end  of  it  the  Tides  and  throat  of  the  guana,  who  feemed 
“ mightily  pleafed  with  the  operation ; for  he  turned  on  his  back,  and  ftretched 
“ himfelf  out  like  a cat  before  a fire,  and  at  length  fairly  fell  afleep;  which 
“ the  negro  perceiving,  dexteroufly  flipt  the  noofe  over  his  head,  and  with  a 
jerk  brought  him  to  the  ground:  and  good  fport  it  afforded”  (continues 
the  reverend  hiftorian)  “ to  fee  the  creature  fwell  like  a turkey  cock,  at  find- 
“ ing  himfelf  entrapped.  We  caught  others  in  the  fame  way,  and  kept  one 
“ of  them  alive  feven  or  eight  days,  but  it  grieved  me  to  the  heart  to  find 
“ that  he  thereby  loft  much  delicious  fat.”  Thefe  animals  are  likewile  know.i 
in  the  Eaft  Indies.  Sir  Jofeph  Banks  flaot  one  of  tliem  at  Batavia,  and  found 
'it  good  food. 
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perfonal  obfervation,  and  the  faOs  which  they  relate  have  been 
repeated  to  me  a thoufand  times  in  the  Weft  Indies,  by  perfons, 
who  I am  fure  never  knew  what  has  been  publiftied  on  the 
fubjedl  by  any  author  whatever.  “ Thefe  animals  ” (fays  Du 
Tertre)  “ live  not  only  in  a kind  of  orderly  fociety  in  their 
“ retreats  in  the  mountains,  but  regularly  once  a year  march 
“ down  to  the  fea-fide  in  a body  of  fome  millions  at  a time. 
'‘As  they  multiply  in  great  numbers,  they  chufe  the  months 
“ of  April  or  May  to  begin  their  expedition  ; and  then  fally  out 
“ from  the  ftumips  of  hollow  trees,  from  the  clefts  of  rocks, 
“ and  from  the  holes  v/hich  they  dig  for  themfelves  under 
“ the  furface  of  the  earth.  At  that  time  the  whole  ground 
‘‘  is  covered  with  this  band  of  adventurers ; there  is  no  fetting 
“ down  one’s  foot  without  treading  upon  them.  The  fea  is 
“ their  place  of  deftination,  and  to  that  they  dired:  their  march 
“ with  right-lined  precilion.  No  geometrician  could  fend 
" them  to-  their  deftined  ftation  by  a ftiorter  courfe ; they 
“ neither  turn  to  the  right  nor  to  the  left  whatever  obftacles 
“ intervene ; and  even  if  they  meet  with  a houfe,  they  will 
“ attempt  to  fcale  the  walls  to  keep  the  unbroken  tenor  of 
“ their  way.  But  though  this  be  the  general  order  of  their 
“ route,  they,  upon  other  occafions,  are  compelled  to  conform 
“ to  the  face  of  the  country,  and  if  it  be  interfeded  by  rivers, 
“ they  are  feen  to  wind  along  the  courfc  of  tlie  ftream.  The 
“ proceffion  fets  forward  from  the  mountains  with  the  regu- 
“ larity  of  an  army  under  the  guidance  of  an  experienced  com- 
“ mander.  They  are  commonly  divided  into  battalions,  of 
“ which  the  firft  confifts  of  tlie  ftrongeft  and  boldeft  males, 
“ that,  like  pioneers,  march  forward  to  clear  the  route  and 
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face  the  greateft  dangers.  The  night  is  their  chief  time  CHAP. 
**  of  proceeding,  but  if  it  rains  by  day  they  do  not  fail  to  profit 
“ by  the  occafion,  and  they  continue  to  move  forward  in  their 
“ flow  uniform  manner.  When  the  fun  fliines  and  is  hot  upon 
**  the  furface  of  the  ground,  they  make  an  univerfal  halt,  and 
wait  till  the  cool  of  the  evening.  When  they  are  terrified,  • 

“ they  march  back  in  a confufed  diforderly  manner,  holding  up 
“ their  nippers,  with  which  they  fometimes  tear  off  a piece  of 
the  fkin,  and  leave  the  weapon  where  they  inflicted  the 
wound. 

“ When,  after  a fatiguing  march,  and  efcaping  a thoufand 
**  dangers,  for  they  are  fometimes  three  months  in  getting  to 
“ the  Ihore,  they  have  arriv'ed  at  their  deftined  port,  they  pre- 
“ pare  to  call:  their  fpawn.  For  this  purpofe  the  crab  has  no 
fooner  reached  the  fliore,  than  it  eagerly  goes  to  the  edge 
“ of  the  water,  and  lets  the  waves  walli  over  its  body  two  or 
three  times  fo  wafli  oft'  the  fpawn.  The  eggs  are  hatched 
“ under  the  fand ; and  foon  after,  millions  at  a time  of  the 
new-born  crabs,  are  feen  quitting  the  Ihore,  and  flowly  tra- 
“ veiling  up  to  the  mountains.” 

So  far  Du  Tertre,  as  copied  by  Goldfmith.  What  follows, 
is  from  Brown’s  Hiftory  of  Jamaica.  “ The  old  crabs  having 
**  difburthened  themlelves”  (as  above)  ‘‘ generally  regain  their 
“ habitations  in  the  mountains  by  the  latter  end  of  June. — In 
Auguft  they  begin  to  fatten,  and  prepare  for  moulting  filling 
up  their  burrows  with  dry  grafs,  leaves,  and  abundance  of 
“ other  materials. — When  the  proper  period  conies,  each’ 
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“ retires  to  his  hole,  {huts  up  the  paiTage,  and  remains  quite 
“ unadive  until  he  gets  rid  of  his  old  ihell,  and  is  fully  provi- 
ded  with  a new  one.  How  long  they  continue  in  this  flate 
“ is  uncertain,  but  the  {hell  is  firft  obferved  to  burft  at  the 
back  and  the  fides,  to  give  a palTage  to  the  body,  and  the 
“ animal  extrafts  its  limbs  from  all  the  other  parts  gradually 
“ afterwards.  At  this  time  the  flelh  is  in  the  richeft  {late, 
“ and  covered  only  with  a tender  membranous  fkin,  variegated 
with  a multitude  of  reddifh  veins,  but  this  hardens  gradually, 
**  and  foon  becomes  a perfedl  {hell  like  the  former.  It  is 
however  remarkable  that,  during  this  change,  there  are  fomc 
“ {lony  concretions  always  formed  in  the  bag,  which  walle 
“ and  dilTolve  as  the  creature  forms  and  perfedls  its  new  crull.’* 


To  thefe  full  and  particular  accounts  I will  add,  of  my  own 
knowledge,  that  many  people,  in  order  to  eat  of  this  fingular 
animal  in  the  higheil  perfection,  caufe  them  to  be  dug  out  of 
the  earth  in  the  moulting  {late;  but  they  are  ufually  taken 
from  the  time  they  begin  to  move  of  themfelves,  till  they 
reach  the  fea  as  already  related.  During  all  this  time  they  are 
in  fpawn,  and  if  my  telllmony  can  add  weight  to  that  of  all 
who  have  written,  and  all  who  have  fealled,  on  the  fubjeCl,  I 
pronounce  them,  without  doubt,  one  of  the  cholcell  morfels  in 
nature.  The  obfervation  therefore  of  Du  Tertre,  is  neither 
hyperbolical,  nor  extravagant.  Speaking  of  the  various  fpecles 
of  this  animal,  he  terms  them  “ a living  and  perpetual  fupply 
“ of  manna  in  the  wildernefs  j equalled  only  by  the  miraculous 
bounty  of  Providence  to  the  children  of  Ifrael  when  wander- 
ing  in  the  defert.  They  are  a refource,”  continues  he,  ‘‘  to 
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**  which  the  Indians  have  at  all  times  refort ; for  when  all 
“ other  proviftons  are  fcarce,  this  never  fails  them.” 

Such  plenty  of  animal  food,  had  the  lavilh  hand  of  nature 
enabled  the  groves  and  the  forefts  of  thefe  highly  favoured 
illands,  to  furnilh  for  the  ufe  of  man.  The  regions  of  water 
and  of  air  were  ftill  more  copioufly  gifted.  Happily  the  in- 
habitants of  thofe  elements,  lefs  obnoxious  to  the  arts  of  de- 
ftrudtion  than  the  races  that  I have  defcribed,  are  yet  fufficiently 
numerous  to  bear  witnefs  themfelves  to  the  inexhauftible  libe- 
rality of  their  almighty  Creator. — We ‘may  fay  in  the  language 
of  Milton, 

- — ■ Each  creek  and  bay 

With  fry  innumerable  fwarm,  and  fhoals 

Of  fifli  glide  under  the  green  wave. 

■ ' Part  fingle,  or  with  mate, 

Graze  the  fea-weed  their  pafture;  and  thro’  groves 
Of  coral  ftray,  or  fporting  with  quick  glance, 

. Show  to  the  fun  their  wav’d  coats  dropt  with  gold. 

While  the  woods  and  the  marlhes  equally  abound  with  wild 
fowl  of  infinite  variety,  and  exquifite  flavour  (qj.  But  of  the 

tribes 

(q)  TTie  moft  delicious  bird  in  the  Weft  Indies  is  the  Ortolan^  or  O£lober~btrd. 
It  is  the  emberiza  oryzivora  ofLinrueus,  or  rice- bird  of  South  Carolina;  of  which 
a dcfcription  is  given  by  Catefby. — Yet  it  is  remarkable,  that  they  are  reckoned 
birds  of  paftage  in  North  America  as  well  as  in  the  Weft  Indies.  Catefby  ob- 
ferves,  that  they  arrive  in  Carolina  in  infinite  numbers  in  the  month  of  Septem- 
ber, to  devour  the  rice : they  continue  there  about  three  weeks,  and  retire  when 
the  rice  begin?  to  grow  hard. — He  fuppofes  their  route  to  be  from  Cuba  to  Caro- 
lina; but  1 believe  they  are  not  in  the  iflands  till  the  month  of  October. — At 
Leaft  it  is  in  that  month  that  they  vifit  Jamaica  in  prodigious  flights,  to  feed  on 
• the 
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tribes  which  thefe  iflands  flill  abundantly  furnifli,  and  from 
whofe  nature  and  properties  there  is  no  reafon  to  apprehend 
an  extindlion  of  the  race,  it  is  not  within  my  province  to  treat. 
The  enum.eration  that  I have  made  has  chiefly  extended  to  fuch, 
as  from  their  fcarcity  are  feldom  noticed  by  modern  naturalifls 
and  voyagers,  or  of  which  the  knowledge  and  even  the  names 
are  loft  to  the  prefent  inhabitants : — for  it  has  been  juftly  ob- 
ferved,  that  what  from  its  antiquity  is  but  little  known,  has 
from  that  circumftance  alone  the  recommendation  of  novelty. 
I fliall  therefore  clofe  my  account  of  the  animal  creation  with 
a defcription  of  two  very  curious  methods,  known  to  the  antient 
Indians,  of  catching  fifh  and  wild  fowl,  with  which  I believe 
the  reader  will  be  amufed. 

‘‘  The  Indians  of  Jamaica  and  Cuba  ” (fays  Oviedo)  go  a 
“ filliing  with  the  remora^  or  fucking-fifh,  which  they  employ 
“ as  falconers  employ  hawks.  This  fifh,  which  is  not  above 
“ a fpan  long,  is  kept  for  the  purpofe  and  regularly  fed.  The 
owner  on  a calm  morning  carries  it  out  to  fea,  fecured  to 
**  his  canoe  by  a flnall  but  ftrong  line-,  many  fathoms  in  length; 
“ and  the  moment  the  creature  fees  a fifli  in  the  water,  though 

the  feeds  of  the  Guinea  grafs, — According  to  Catefby,  the  hens  only  arrive  in 
Carolina  in  September.  The  hen  is  about  the  bignefs  of  a lark,  and  coloured  not 
unlike  it  in  the  back  ; the  breaft  and  belly  pale  yellow,  the  bill  ftrong  and  tharp- 
pointed,  and  ftiaped  like  moft  others  of  the  granivorous  kind.— The  cock’s  bill  is 
lead  colour,  the  fore  part  of  the  head  black,  the  hinder  part  and  the  neck  of  a 
reddifii  yellow,  the  upper  part  of  the  wing  white,  the  back  next  the  head  black  } 
lower  down  grey,  the  rump  white,  the  greateift  part  of  the  wing  and  the  whole 
tail  black  ; the  legs  and  feet  brown  in  both  fexes.— Vide  the  Telhxv  Fly-catcher 
of  Edwards,  p.  5. 
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at  a great  diftance,  it  ftarts  away  with  the  fwiftnefs  of  an 
" arrow,  and  foon  faftens  upon  it.  The  Indian,  in  the  mean 
“ time,  loofens  and  lets  go  the  line,  which  is  provided  with  a 
“ buoy  that  keeps  on  the  furface  of  the  fea,  and  ferves  to 
“ mark  the  courfe  which  the  remora  has  taken,  and  he  purfues 
“ it  in  his  canoe,  until  he  conceives  his  game  to  be  nearly 
“ exhaufted  and  run  down.— He  then,  taking  up  the  buoy, 
**  gradually  draws  the  line  towards  the  diore ; the  remora  ftill 
**  adhering  with  inflexible  tenacity  to  its  prey,  and  it  is  with 
-great  difficulty  that  he  is  made  to  quit  his  hold.  By  this 
“ method  ” (adds  Oviedo)  “ I have  known  a turtle  caught,  of 
“ a bulk  and  weight  which  no  Angle  man  could  fupport  (r)” 
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Their  contrivance  for  catching  wild  fowl  was  equally  inge- 
nious, though  praftifed  I believe  by  other  nations,  particularly 
the  Chinefe,  even  at  this  day.  In  the  ponds  to  which  thefe 
birds  refort,  they  ufed  to  throw  calabaffies  (a  fpecics  of  gourd) 


(r)  Herrera  confirms  this  account.  See  aJfo  P.  Martyr,  Decad.  i.  lib.  ii.-— • 
Befides  the  turtle,  it  is  faid,  that  the  Indians  (the  reader  may  believe  it  or  not), 
frequently  caught  the  Manati  in  the  fame  manner.  This  fingular  animal  is  now 
become  very  fcarce  onthefliores  of  the  V/eft  India  Ifiands,  but  is  Hill  fometimes 
caught  there,  as  I myfelf  can  witnefs.  It  is  the  fame  which  the  French  call 
Lamentin. — By  the  Britilh  feamien  it  has  been  named  (from  a fuppofed  refem- 
blance  in  the  head)  the  Sea-Cow,  and  its  flefb,  which  taftes  fomewhat  like  pork,, 
is  thought  to  be  very  good,  both  frefh  and  falted. — The  animal  itfelf  is  a fort  of 
amphibious  creature,  neither  a quadrupede  nor  a filh.— It  has  two  legs,  and  is 
covered  with  hair,  and  fuckles  its  young ; yet  it  never  leaves  the  water,  but  feeds 
on  grafs  which  grows  at  the  bottom  of  the  fea.  It  is  commonly  from  ten  to 
fifteen  feet  long,  huge  and  unwieldy,  and  weighs  from  twelve  to  fifteen  hundred 
weieht. 


which 
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which  float  about  the  water,  and  which,  when  accuftomed  to 
them,  the  fowl  would  approach  without  fear.  Having  fuc- 
ceeded  thus  far,  the  fportfman  puts  one  of  thefe  gourds  on  his 
head  (firfl:  making  apertures  for  the  fight  and  the  breath)  and 
very  cautioufly  creeps  into  the  water,  either  gently  fwimming, 
or  walking  where  the  ftream  is  lhallow,  with  his  head  only 
above  the  water,  until  he  gets  among  the  fowl,  when  feizing 
one  at  a time  by  the  feet,  and  dragging  it  by  a hidden  jerk 
under  the  furface,  he  fallens  it  to  his  girdle,  and  thus  loads 
himfelf  with  as  many  as  he  can  carry  away,  without  creating 
the  lead;  alarm  or  difturbance  among  the  reft. 

A 

I MIGHT  now  proceed  to  an  enumeration  and  account  of  the 
cfculent  vegetables  originally  produced  in  thefe  Iflands ; efpe- 
cially  thofe  moft  valuable  ones,  the  Maize,  the  maniock  (s),  and 
the  different  fpecies  of  the  diofcorea  or  Yam ; of  which,  and 
the  many  delicious  fruits,  the  growth  of  thefe  climates,  the 
natives  without  doubt  compofed  the  chief  part  of  their  daily 
fupport : but  I am  here  happily  anticipated  by  the  voluminous 
collections  of  fyftematical  writers  ; particularly  thofe  of  Sloane, 
Brown,  and  Hughes.  Neverthelefs  it  were  to  be  wilhed,  that 
thofe  authors  had  more  frequently  difcriminated  than  they  ap- 
pear to  have  done,  fuch  vegetables  as  are  indigenous,  from  thofe 
which  have  been  tranfplanted  from  foreign  countries.  Nature, 

('ij  A late  Ingenious  writer  (Dr.  Darwin)  has  given  it  as  his  opinion,  that  the 
maniock,  or  caflava,  when  made  into  bread,  is  rendered  mild  by  the  heat  it 
undergoes,  rather  than  by  exprefling  its  fuperfluous  juice;  and  I believe  the 
obfervation  to  be  juft  ; for  Sir  Hans  Sloane  relates,' that  the  juice  itfelf,  however 
acrimonious  in  its  raw  ftate,  becomes,  when  boiled,  as  innocent  and  wholefome 
as  whey. 

with 


WEST  INDIES. 

with  moil  beneficent  intention,  has  beftowed  on  difiant 
climates  and  regions  many  fpecies  peculiar  to  each.  This 
variety  in  her  works,  is  one  of  the  greatefl  incitements  to 
human  induftry ; and  the  progrefs  of  men  in  fpreading  abroad 
the  bleflings  of  Providence,  adorning  and  enriching  the  widely 
feparated  regions  of  the  globe  with  their  reciprocal  productions, 
as  it  is  one  of  the  mofi:  ufeful  employments  of  our  faculties, 
fo  it  is  a fubjeCl  which  well  deferves  the  notice  of  the  hiftorian, 
and  the  contemplation  of  the  philofopher 

But  it  is  now  time  to  quit  general  defcription  for  particular 
hifiory.  Many  objeCts  indeed  are  hereafter  to  be  confidered, 
which,  being  common  to  all  our  Weft  Indian  pofteflions,  will 
be  comprehenfively  difcufled ; — but  in  previoufly  treating  of  the 
origin  and  progrefs  of  our  national  eftablilhments  in  them,  it 
feems  proper  to  difcourfe  of  each  Bland  feparately ; — and,  as 
the  moft  important,  I begin  with  Jamaica. 

(t)  The  Weft  Indies  are  much  indebted,  on  this  account,  to  the  Eaft,  but  V 
believe  that  the  firft  of  all  fruits,  the  anana  or  pine-apple,  was  carried  from  the' 
Weft  to  the  Eaft.  It  was  found  by  Columbus  in  all  the  W eft  India  Iflands,  and 
P.  Martyr,  whole  Decades  were  chiefly  compiled  out  of  Columbus’s  Letters  to 
King  Ferdinand,  writes  of  it  as  follows  : fruSIum  fe  inviiiijftmus  rex  Fer~ 

dlnandus  comedijje  fatetur,  ah  iifdem  terris  adveSlum^  fquammofum^  pinus  nucamn^ 
turn  adfpedlu.,  forma  colore  amulatur^  Jed  mollitie  par  melopeponiy  fapore  omnenc 
fuperat  hortenfem  frudlum : non  enim  arbor  ejl^  fed  herba,  carduo  perfmilis^  aut 
acantho,  Huie  et  rex  ipfe  palmam  tribuit.  Ex  its  ego  potnls  minime  comedi ; quia 
unum  tantum  e paucis  allatls  reperere  incorruptum^  cceteris  ex  longa  navigatione 
putrefadiis.  ^i  in  nativo  foie  recentia  ederunt  illorum  cum  admiratione  fuavitatent 
extollunt.  Who  does  not  lament  that  King  Ferdinand  did  not  leave  a flice  for 
^ his  honeft  Hiftoriographer  ? The  term  Anana  is,  I believe,  eaftern : The  Weft 
Indian  name  of  this  fruit  was  fan-polo-mle. 
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Containing  fojne  additional  obfervations  concerning  the  origin  of 

the  Charaibes. 

BOOK  ITT  ^ I N G ventured,  in  the  fecond  chapter  of  this  book, 
I-  X JL  to  adopt  the  opinion  of  Hornius  (a)  and  other  writers, 
who  affign  to  fome  of  the  natives  of  America  an  oriental  origin, 
and  fuppofe  that  they  anciently  crolfed  the  Atlantick  Ocean,  I 
beg  the  reader’s  indulgence  while  I briefly  ftate  the  evidence 
whereon  I attempt  to  rebuild  a fyflem,  which  it  has  become 
faihionable,  among  fome  late  philofophcrs,  to  rejedt  and 
deride. 

So  many  volumes  have  indeed  already  been  written,  and  la 
much  ufelefs  learning  exhaufted,  on  the  fubjedt  of  the  firlt 
peopling  America,  that  I doubt  the  reader  will  Oirink  with  dif- 
gufl;  from  an  inveftigation,  which  perhaps  has  given  rife  to  as 
great  a number  of  idle  books,  as  any  queftion  (fome  difputed 
points  in  divinity  excepted)  that  ever  diftradled  the  attention, 
of  mankind. 

It  may  be  neceflary  therefore  to  premife,  that  I mean  to 
apply  my  argument  to  the  Charaibe  Nation  only  j a people 
v^'hofe  manners  and  charadterillick  features  denote,  as  I con- 

(a)  De  originibus  Americanis,  lib.  ii,  c.  vi.^ 
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ceive,  a different  anceftry  from  that  of  the  generality  of  the 
American  nations. 

It  is  not  wonderful  that  the  notion  of  their  tranfatlantick - 
origin  fliould  have  been  treated  with  deriiion. — The  advocates 
for  this  opinion,  like  the  framers  of  moft  other  fyffems,  by  at- 
tempting to  prove  too  much,  have  gained  even  lefs  credit  than 
they  deferve.  In  contending  that  the  New  World  was  firff 
planted  by  adventurers  from  the  Old,  they  univerfally  take  for 
granted,  that  fome  of  thofe  adventurers  returned,  and  gave 
accounts  of  their  difeoveries ; for  they  fuppofe  that  America 
was  well  known  to  the  Ancients  j that  not  only  the  Phenicians 
made  repeated  voyages  thither ; but  that  the  Egyptians  and 
Carthaginians  alfo,  voluntarily  eroded  the  Atlantick,  and  planted 
Colonies,  at  different  periods,  in  various  parts  of  the  New 
Ilemifphere. 

In  fupport  of  thefe  opinions,  quotations  have  been  made 
from  poets,  philofophers  and  hiftorians  : But  if  we  reflect  on 
the  limited  extent  of  navigation  before  the  difeovery  of  the 
compafs ; the  prevailing  direction  of  the  winds  between  the- 
tropicks ; and  various  other  obilrudlions,  we  may  I think  very 
confidently  determine  (notwithffanding  the  traditions  preferved 
by  Plato  } the  poetical  reveries  of  Seneca  the  tragedian,  and 
mar.y  other  pafiages  in  ancient  writers,  which  admit  of  various 
interpretations,  and  therefore  prove  nothing)  that  no  vefj'el  ever 
returned from  any  part  of  America  before  that  of  Columbus. — This 
conclufion  however  does  by  no  means  warrant  us  in  pronoun- 
cing that  no  veflel  ever  failed  thither  from  the  ancient  conti- 
nent, either  by  accident  or  defign,  anterior  to  that  period.  That 
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BOOK  fuch  inflances  did  actually  happen,  and  by  what  means,  I thall 
now  endeavour  briefly  to  point  out. 

Vw  II 

There  is  no  circumftance  in  hillory  better  attefled,  than 
that  frequent  voyages  from  the  Mediterranean  along  the  African 
coafl:,  on  the  Atlantick  Ocean,  were  made,  both  by  the  Pheni- 
cians  and  Egyptians,  many  hundred  years  before  the  Chrifliian 
era.  It  is  true,  that  almofl;  all  the  accounts  which  have  been 
tranfmitted  to  us,  in  profane  hiilory,  of  thofe  expeditions,  are 
involved  in  obfeurity,  and  intermixed  with  abfurdity  and  fable; 
—but  it  is  the  bufinefs  of  philofophy  to  feparate,  as  much  as 
polTible,  truth  from  falfehood;  and  not  haftily  to  conclude, 
becaufe  fome  circumflances  are  extravagant,  that  all  are  with- 
out foundation.  We  know  from  indifputable  authority,  that 
the  Phenicians  difeovered  the  Azores,  and  viflted  even  our  own 
Ifland  before  the  Trojan  (b).  That  their  fucceflbrs  the 
Carthaginians,  were  not  lefs  difliinguiflied  for  the  fpirit  of  naval 
enterprize,  we  may  conclude  from  the  celebrated  expedition 
of  Hanno ; who,  about  250  years  before  the  birth  of  our 
Saviour,  failed  along  the  African  coafl:,  until  he  came  within 

{h)  Procopius,  Secretary  to  Bel ifarius  in  the  time  of  Juftinian,  mentions  in 
his  Vandalica,  book  ii.  that  there  were  then  ftanding  in  Africa  Tingitana, 
(Tangier)  two  columns  ere£led  by  the  Chananites  that  fled  from  Jofhua,  the 
fon  of  Nun.  Eufebius  alfo  writes,  that  thofe  Chananites  which  were  driven 
^ out  by  the  Ifraelites  conduced  Colonies  to  Tripoli,  in  Africa.  (Bochart  in 

Canaan.^  cap.  xxiv.) — that  they  navigated  the  Weftern  Ocean  {cap.  xxxvi.) 
and  were  in  Gaul  and  Britain  (cap.xYn.)  See  alfo  Sammes’s  Phaj.iician  Hif- 
tory  of  Britain. 

(c)  This  was  publilhed  with  Stephanus  de  Urbibus,  by  Berkley,  in  1688,  and 
in  the  minor  geographers  at  Oxford.  I believe  it  v/as  firfl:  publiilicd  in  Greek, 
by  Sigifmund  Gelcnius,  who  died  in  1554. 
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five  degrees  of  the  line.  It  was  the  Carthaginians  who  dif- 
covered  the  Canary  Illands,  and  it  appears  from  the  teftimony 
of  Pliny  (d)y  that  they  found  in  thofe  illands,  the  ruins  of  great 
buildings,  ( vejHgia  Edijiciorwn ) a proof  that  they  had  been  well 
inhabited  in  periods  of  which  hiftory  is  filent. 

So  far,  we  have  clear  hifiorical  evidence  to  guide  us  in  our 
r%fearches.  Not  lefs  clear  and  certain  (though  lefs  numerous) 
are  the  accounts  of  the  Phenician  navigation,  down  the  Arabian 
Gulph,  or  Red  Sea,  to  difiant  parts  of  Afia  and  Africa,  in  ages 
fiill  more  remote  than  thofe  that  have  been  mentioned.  In  the 
voyages  undertaken  by  King  Solomon,  he  employed  the  fliips 
and  mariners  of  that  adventurous  and  commercial  people.  With 
their  afliftance  he  fitted  out  fleets  from  Ezion-geber,  a port  of 
the  Red  fea,  fuppofed  to  be  the  Berenice  of  the  Greeks.  Of 
thofe  lliips,  fome  were  bound  for  the  weftern  coaft  of  the 
great  Indian  continent;  others,  there  is  reafon  to  believe,  turn- 
ing towards  Africa,  palTed  the  fouthern  promontory,  and  re- 
turned home  by  the  Mediterranean  to  the  port  of  Joppa. 

In  fupport  of  this  account  of  the  flourilhing  Rate  of  ancient 
navigation  in  the  Arabian  Gulph,  we  have,  firfl:  of  all,  the  highefl; 
authority  to  refer  to  ; that  of  the  fcriptures.  Next  to  which, 
we  may  rank  the  tellimony  of  Herodotus,  the  father  of  pro- 
fine  hiftory : the  truth  of  whofe  well-known  relation  of  a 
Phenician  fleet  doubling  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope  fix  hundred 
years  before  the  birth  of  Chrifl;,  was  never  difputed,  I believe, 
until  our  learned  countryman,  the  author  of  the  late  American 

(d)  Lib.  vi.  c,  xxxii.  de  Fortunatls  IrQdis. 
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BOOK  hiftory,  delivered  it  as  his  opinion,  that  “ all  the  information 
!•  we  have  received  from  the  Greek  and  Roman  authors,  of 

“ the  Phenician  and  Carthaginian  voyages,  excepting  only  the 
ihort  narrative  of  Han  no’s  expedition  before  mentioned,  is 
“ of  fufpicious  authority  fej.” 

1 SHALL  quote  from  Herodotus  the  paffage  alluded  to,  that 
the  reader  may  judge  for  himfelfof  the  veracity  of  the  venerable 
old  Grecian.  It  is  as  follows.  “ Lybia  is  every  where  encir- 
“ cled  by  the  fea,  except  on  that  fide  where  it  adjoins  to  Afia. 
“ Pharaoh  Neco,  King  of  Egypt  (f)y  made  this  manifeR. 
“ After  he  had  defifted  from  his  projeeft  of  digging  a canal  from 
the  Nile  to  the  Arabian  Gulph,  he  furnifiied  a body  of  Phe- 
“ nicians  with  fliips,  commanding  them  to  enter  the  Northern 
“ Sea  by  the  Pillars  of  Hercules  ; and  fail  back  by  that  route 
“ to  Egypt.  The  Phenicians  therefore  failing  from  the  Red 
“ Sea  navigated  the  Southern  Ocean : At  the  end  of  autumn 
“ they  anchored,  and  going  afbore  fowed  the  ground,  as  thofe 
“ who  make  a Lybiait  voyage  always  do,  and  Raid  the  harveR:. 
Having  cut  the  corn,  they  failed.  Thus  two  years  having 
elapfed,  they  returned  to  Egypt,  pafling  by  the  pillars  of 
“ Hercules  5 and  they  reported  a circumR:ance  which  I can 

(e ) Robertfon’s  Hiftory  of  America,  vol.  i.  p.  9. 

(f)  There  were  two  kings  of  Egypt  of  this  name.  The  fecond,  who  is 
generally  fuppofed  to  have  ordered  the  circumnavigation  of  Africa,  was  flain 
in  battle  by  the  AJIyrlans,  I think  under  the  command  of  Nebuchadnezzar; 
but  an  ambiguous  phrafe  in  Herodotus,  Teems  rather  to  point  out  the  elder 
Neco,  wh'j  was  contemporary  with  Solomon. 

“ fcarcely 
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fcarcely  credit,  though  it  may  gain  belief  from  others,  that  APPEN- 
“ failing  round  hybia  the  fun  rofe  on  the  right  hand  fgjl‘  D I X. 

Notwithstanding  the  doubts  entertained  by  Dr.  Robert- 
fon  refpedting  this  account,  I perceive  in  it  fuch  evidence  of  truth, 
as  to  my  own  mind  affords  entire  convidlion. — How  could  it 
have  been  known,  unlefs  from  adtual  obfervation,  that  Africa, 
towards  the  South,  was  encompalled  by  the  fea  ? The  caution 
with  which  the  venerable  hiftorian  expreffes  himfelf,  is  remark- 
able ; and  the  circumftance  that  the  fun  rofe  on  the  right,  is 
decifive  of  the  main  fadt ; — for  it  demonftrates  that  they  had 
then  adtually  doubled  the  fouthern  promontory,  and  were 
fleering  in  a northerly  diredtion ; the  courfe  they  would 
neceflarily  purfue. 

Dr.  Robertfon  has  fhewn,  it  is  true,  that  many  hiflorians 
and  geographers  of  antiquity,  who  lived  long  after  the  days  of 
Herodotus,  knew  nothing  concerning  the  form  and  date  of  the 
fouthern  parts  of  Africa. — He  obferves  particularly  that 
Ptolemy,  the  aftronomer,  fuppofed  that  this  great  continent 
flretched  without  interruption  to  the  South  Pole.  All  this 
however  only  demonftrates  that  navigation,  like  many  other 
branches  of  fcience,  flourifhed  in  one  age,  and  declined  in 
another.  Herodotus  lived  400  years  before  the  birth  of  our 
Saviour,  and  Ptolemy  140  years  after.  Ancient  hidory  abun- 
dantly proves  that  the  Phenicians,  and  their  fuccedbrs  the 

(g)  Herod.  Melpomene  42.  It  was  alfo  the  opinion  of  Eratofhenes  that  the 
outer  fea  flowed  round  the  earth,  and  that  the  Weftern,  or  Atlantick,  and  Red 
Seas,  were  but  one  ocean.  Strabo.  B.  i.  p.  38.  See  alfo  the  fame  author 

B.  I.  p.  28.  where  it  is  alTerted,  that  Homer’s  Menelaus  circumnavigated  Africa 
from  Gades  to  India. 


Cartha- 
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Carthaginians,  poflefTed  far  greater  fkill  in  naval  affairs  than 
the  Greeks,  Romans,  or  any  other  nation  that  came  after 
them,  until  the  fpirit  of  naval  difcovery  revived,  and  fhonc 
with  greater  luftre  than  ever,  in  the  fifteenth  century. 


From  this  recapitulation  which  I have  thought  neceflary- 
to  make,  though  the  fubflance  of  it  may  be  found  in  a thoufand 
different  authors,  (commonly  blended  indeed  with  much  learn- 
ed abfurdity  and  frivolous  conjecture)  the  reader  will  clearly 
perceive  that  the  navigation  of  the  Atlantick  Ocean,  along  the 
coafl  of  Africa,  both  from  the  North  and  the  South,  and  even 
at  a confiderable  diftance  from  the  land,  was  well  underftood 
and  prevailed  in  very  remote  ages.  Now  if  we  enquire  into 
the  nature  of  the  winds  and  currents  on  the  African  coaft,  and 
reflect  on  the  various  cafualties  to  which  fhips  at  fea  are  liable, 
even  in  the  moft  favourable  feafon  of  the  year  ; we  muft  admits 
that  it  not  only  probably  happened  in  fome  of  thofe  ancient 
expeditions,  but  even  that  it  was  fcarce  pojjiblc  not  to  happeny 
that  veffels  would  be  driven  by  fudden  gufts,  or  carried  by  ad- 
verfe  currents,  within  the  verge  of  the  trade-wind ; in  which 
cafe,  if  they  happened  to  lofe  their  mafts,  they  muft  neceffarily 
run  before  the  wind,  towards  Brafil,  or  the  Wefl  Indies, 


Two  remarkable  accidents  of  this  nature,  precifely  in  point, 
arc  recorded  by  writers  of  credit,  and  doubtlefs  there  are  many 
other  inflances  equally  well  authenticated,  that  have  efcaped 
my  refearch.  The  firfl  is  related  by  Glafs,  in  his  hiflory  of 
the  Canary  Iflands,  who  obferves  that  a fmall  bark,  bound 
from  Lancerota  to  Teneriffe,  was  thus  forced  out  of  her  courfe, 
and  obliged  to  run  before  the  wind,  until  fhe  came  within  two 

days 
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days  fail  of  the  coaft  of  Caraccas ; where  die  fortunately  met  A P P E N- 
with  an  Englidi  cruifer  which  relieved  her  diftreffes,  and  di-  ^ X. 
reded  her  to  the  Port  of  La  Guaira  on  that  coaft.  The  other 
is  told  by  Gumilla,  as  follows.  “ In  December  1731/’  fays 
this  author,  “ while  I was  at  the  town  of  St  Jofeph,  in 
“ Trinidad,  a fmall  veftel  belonging  to  Teneriffe,  with  fix  fea- 
“ men,  was  driven  into  that  ifland,  by  ftrefs  of  weather.  She  was 
“ laden  with  wine ; and  being  bound  to  one  other  of  the  Canary 
lilands,  had  provifions  for  a few  days  only,  which,  with  their 
**  utmoft  care,  had  been  expended  a confiderable  time ; fo  that 
“ the  crew  lived  entirely  on  wine.  They  were  reduced  to  the 
“ laft  extremity,  and  expeded  death  every  moment,  when  they 
“ difcovered  Trinidad,  and  foon  afterwards  came  to  an  anchor 
**  in  that  ifland,  to  the  great  aftoniflunent  of  the  inhabitants ; 

“ who  ran  in  crowds  to  behold  the  poor  feamen ; whofe  ema- 
dated  appearance,  would  have  fufiiciently  confirmed  the 
truth  of  their  relation, even  if  the  papers  and  documents  which 
they  produced,  had  not  put  the  matter  out  of  all  pofiible 
doubt.” 


To  the  preceding  inftances  it  may  be  added,  that  Columbus 
himfelf,  in  his  fecond  expedition  to  the  Weft  Indies,  found  the 
ftern-poft  of  a veftel  lying  on  the  fhore  at  Guadaloupe  ; — a cir- 
cumftance  which  affords  a ftrong  prcfumption  that  a ftiip  had 
been  in  the  New  World  before  him. 

Under  this  head  of  fortuitous  vifits  to  the  American  con- 
tinent prior  to  that  of  Columbus,  may  likewife  be  included  the 
circumftance  mentioned  by  Martyr,  that  at  -a  place  called 
Quarequa,  in  the  Gulph  of  Darien,  Vafcho  Nunez  met  with 
VoL.  I.  a colony 
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BOO  K a colony  of  7iegroes  (d).  The  enquiry  (if  any  was  made)  by 
I-  what  means  they  came  into  that  region,  or  how  long  they  had 
relided  in  it,  and  the  anfwers  to  fuch  queftions,  are  not  record- 
ed by  the  Spanidi  hiftorians  ; but  from  the  feiallnefs  of  their 
number,  it  was  fuppofed  they  had  not  been  long  arrived  upon 
that  coaft.  There  can  be  no  doubt  but  that  fome  accidental 
caufe  had  condiidted  them  thither  from  Africa,  and  in  open 
canoes,  of  no  better  conflrudiion  than  thofe  of  the  American 
Indians  (e), 

, The  reader  will  now  perhaps  conclude,  that  Dr.  Robertibn 
pronounced  too  haflily,  when  he  obferved  that  fuch  events,”' 
(as  thofe  that  I have  mentioned)  “ are  barely  poffible,  and  may 

(d)  Mancipla  ibi  nigra  repererunt  ex  regione  diftante  a Quarequa,  dlerum 

fpatio  tantum  duorum  quae  folos  gignit  nigritas  et  eos  feroces  atque  admodum 
truces. P.  Martyr,  Decad.  iii.  c.  i. 

(e)  Such  accidents  in  truth  are  common  in  all  parts  of  the  world.  The  in- 
habitants of  Java  report  their  origin  to  have  been  from  China;  the  traditioa 
among  them  being  that,  850  years  ago,  their  progenitors  were  driven  by  a tempeft 
npoit  that  iftand  in  a Chinefe  junk : And  we  owe  the  European  difeovery  of 
Japan  to  three  Portuguefe  exiles  who  were  fliipwrecked  there  in  1542.  I be- 
lieve that  Ihips  bound  from  Europe  to  the  Eaft  Indies,  at  a certain  feafon  of  the 
year  generally  make  for  the  fouthern  coaft  of  Brafil,  in  order  to  fall  in  with 
the  wefterly  monfoon,  which  enables  them  either  to  reach  the  Cape  of  Good 
Hope,  or  purfue  their  route  by  Madagafcar;  for  while  the  eaftern  monfoon 
prevails,  they  are  conftantly  baffled  in  their  attempts  to  double  the  Cape,  and 
are  driven  to  leeward  towards  the  coaft  of  South  America.  In  the  year  1626, 
when  Sir  Dodmore  Cotton  was  fent  on  an  embafly  to  the  Perfian  Court,  the 
fleet  in  which  he  failed  was  forced  by  contrary  winds  within  a few  leagues  of 
the  ifland  of  Trinidad,  in  the  Weft  Indies.  Sir  Thomas  Herbert  in  his  ac- 
count of  this  voyage,  relates  that  “ on  the  firft  of  June,  when  they  were  by 
“ obfervation  in  24*  42'  fouth  latitude,  they  met  with  many  fudden  gufts  and 
“ ftorms  which  rendered  them  unable  to  purfue  their  courfe,  and  drove  them 
^ to  leeward  100  leagues  upon  the  coaft  of  Brafil.’’ 
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have  happened;  but  that  they  ever  did  happen,  we  have  no 
**  evidence,  either  from  the  clear  teftimony  of  hiftory,  or  the 
obfcure  intimations  of  tradition.”  This  declaration  is  ftrange, 
and  the  more  unexpected,  as  the  learned  author  had  a little 
before  related  the  circumftance  of  the  accidental  difcovery  of 
Brafil  by  the  Portuguefe,  in  the  year  1500.  “ The  fuccefsful 
‘‘  voyage  of  Gama  to  the  Eaft  Indies”  (obferves  the  hiftorian) 
**  having  encouraged  the  King  of  Portugal  to  fit  out  a fleet,  fo 
powerful,  as  not  only  to  carry  on  trade,  but  to  attempt  con- 
quefl:,  he  gave  the  command  of  it  to  Pedro  Alvarez  Cabral. 
“ In  order  to  avoid  the  coaft  of  Africa,  where  he  was  certain  of 
■“  meeting  with  variable  breezes,  or  frequent  calms,  to  retard  his 
“ voyage,  Cabral  ftood  out  to  fea,  and  kept  fo  far  to  the  Weft, 
**  that,  to  his  furprife,  he  found  himfelf  upon  the  fliore  of  an 
unknown  country,  in  the  tenth  degree  beyond  the  line.  He 
imagined,  at  firft,  that  it  was  fome  ifland  in  the  Atlantick 
**  Ocean  hitherto  unobferved ; but,  proceeding  along  its  coafts 
“ for  feveral  days,  he  was  led  gradually  to  believe  that  a coun- 
**  try  fo  extenfive  formed  a part  of  fome  great  continent.  This 
**  latter  opinion  was  well  founded.  The  country  with  which  he 
fell  in  belongs  to  that  province  in  South  America  now  known 
“ by  the  name  of  Brafil.  He  landed ; and  having  formed  a very 
**  high  idea  of  the  fertility  of  the  foil  and  agreeablenefs  of  the 
“ climate,  he  took  pofleffion  of  it  for  the  Crown  of  Portugal, 
“ and  difpatched  a fhip  to  Lilbon  with  an  account  of  this  event, 
**  which  appeared  to  be  no  lefs  important  than  it  was  unex- 
“ pedled.  Columbus’s  difcovery  of  the  New  World  was  the 
“ elfort  of  an  atftive  genius,  enlightened  by  fcience,  guided  by 
**  experience,  and  adling  upon  a regular  plan,  executed  with  no 
**  lefs  courage  than  perfeverance.  But  from  this  adventure  of 
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BOOK  “ the  Portuguefe,  it  appears  that  chance  might  have  accom- 
I.  “ pliOied  that  great  delign,  which  it  is  now  the  pride  of  human 
“ reafon  to  have  formed  and  perfecffed.  If  the  fagacity  of 
Columbus  had  not  conducted  mankind  to  America,  Cabral, 
“ by  a fortunate  accident,  might  have  led  them,  a few  years 
“ later,  to  the  knowledge  of  that  extenfive  continent  ffj>" 

, And  certainly,  by  fome  fuch  accident,  in  ages  long  palTed, 

might  the  ancient  Hemifphere  have  given  a beginning  to  po- 
pulation in  theNewj  or  at  leafl  have  fent  thither  the  progeni- 
tors of  that  feparate  race  of  people  of  which  I now  treat.  It 
remains  for  me  however  to  affign  my  reafons  for  particularly 
applying  this  conclufion  to  the  Charaibes,  inftead  of  any  other 
of  the  numerous  tribes  which  inhabit  the  eaftern  fide  of  the  im- 
menfe  continent  of  South-America. 

The  migration  of  any  people  is  beft  traced  by  their  lan- 
guage; but  there  is  this  inconveniency  attending  this  fpecies 
of  evidence,  that  in  reducing  a language,  merely  oral,  to  writ- 
ing, different  perfons  even  of  the  fame  nation,  would  fometimes 
reprefent  the  fame  found  by  a very  different  combination  of  let- 
ters ; — much  more  frequently  would  this  happen,  fhould  the 
writers  be  of  diftant  countries,  and  confequently  habituated  to 
various  modes  of  pronunciation  and  orthography ; — but  al- 
though I am  of  opinion  therefore  that  vocabularies  preferved  by 
voyagers  feldom  afford  much  certainty  of  information  on  a 
comparifon  with  each  other;  there  are,  neverthelefs,  in  every 
language,  many  words  of  which  the  found  is  too  fimple  to  be 
eafily  mifunderfiood  or  grofsly  mifreprefented. 

(f)  Hift.  America,  vol.  i.  p.  I5X» 
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Thus,  on  comparing  the  Charalbe  vocabulary,  prefervcd  by  A PPE  N- 
Rochefort,  with  the  ancient  oriental  dialedls /ffA  it  is  fcarce  D I X. 
poilible  to  doubt  that  the  following  words  ufed  by  the  Charaibes, 
had  their  origin  in  the  Old  Plemiiphere,  and  we  may  readily 
believe  that  many  inftances  of  a fimilar  nature  might  be  addu- 
ced, but  for  the  caufc  I have  affigned,  namely,  the  different 
modes  which  different  perfons  would  necelfarily  adopt,  each 
according  to  his  own  perception  of  the  found,  of  reducing  the 
fame  words  to  writing ; thus  creating  a perplexity  which  it  is 
now  too  late  to  difen  tangle.  To 


Chjraiht,  Meaning  in  Frenchyoccord-  fVords  having  the  fame  meaning  in  the  Meaning  in  Eng- 

ing  to  Rochefort,  Oriental  diahhls-  Ifh. 


LianI 

Sa  femme 

run  [Li  Hene]  His  ■■wife 

Yene-neri 

Ma  femme 

n mn  run  [Hene  Hera  ni]  My  vjife 

Hac  yete 

Venez  ici 

Sam.  fffAA'  [Aca  ati]  Come  hitbet^ 

no  'I’pr*  Qir  1 ,,  , 

Karbet 

Maifon  publique 

I ( RVt  bValledhoufe 

r ^ ] Afetnbly  houfe 

no  Kipl—  J 

Encka 

Collier 

pjj;  [Onq]  Necklace  or  col- 
{lur 

Yene  kali 

Mon  Collier 

’Vh  pJrn  [E’Onq  ali]  My  necklace 

Hue-Hue 

Du  bois 

Cald  : sy  [Oa]  Wood 

Nora 

Ma  peau 

’J  mj?  [Our  ni]  My  Jkin 

Nane-guaete 

Je  fuis  malade 

[Nanecheti]  I am  fick 

Halea  tibou 

Sois  le  blen  venu 

U'tin  ’b  «n’  [Yeha  li  e tliibou]  Good  be  to  you 

Phoubae 

Souffle 

ma  [Phouhe]  To  blotu 

I'oubana  ora 

Couverture  de  Maifon 

*lir?  nja  n [Di  Bne  Qiir]  Roof  of  a boufe 

Bayou  boukaa  Va  t’en 

qKU  [Boua  Bouak]  Go  thyvjay 

Baika 

Mange 

Cald.  nji  [Bge]  Eat 

Aika 

Manger 

[Akl]  To  eat 

Nichiri 

Mon  nez 

“inj  [Ncheri]  The  nofe 

Natoni  boman  Donne  mol  a boire 

[DW  2 UnJ  [Natoni  bamen]  Gi-ve  me  nourijh- 

[^nent, 

(g)  For  this  illuftration,  and  other  afliftance  in  the  courfe  of  this  enquiry,  I am 
indebted  to  a learned  friend)  by  whom  I am  informed  (being  myfelf unacquainted 

with 
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BOOK  To  the  proofs  arifing  from  language,  I fliall  add  another. — 


We  have  feen  from  Herodotus,  that  the  Phenicians  in  their 
African  voyages  were  accuftamed  to  land  on  the  Arabian  and 
Lybian  coafts,  and  taking  pohedion  of  a fpot  of  ground  fit  for 
their  purpofe,  they  proceeded  to  plough  up  and  fow  it  with  corn, 
and  waited  until  it  came  to  maturity ; — thus  providing  them- 
felves  with  food  for  a long  navigation.  'This  practice  muft 
doubtlefs  have  given  rife  to  difputes  and  conflicts  between  the 
intruders  and  the  inhabitants.  Now  it  is  remarkable  that  the 
word  Charaibct  in  the  Arabic  language,  fignihes,  as  I am  in- 
formed, a robber  or  deflroyer,  an  appellation  which  we  may  be- 
' lieve  was  frequently  bellowed  by  the  natives  on  the  invaders  of 
their  country 

with  the  oriental  languages)  that  the  Samaritan,  and  old  Phenician,  the  Syriac, 
Chaldee  and  Hebrew,  are  all  dialefts  of  one  language ; differing  but  little  from 
each  other,  except  in  their  letters.  The  Hebrew  agrees  Icfs  with  the  other  diale£ls 
than  the  reft,  but  is  now  printed  in  the  fame  character  with  the  Chaldee.  They 
all  form  a noun  in  the  fame  manner  except  the  Hebrew,  which  prefixes  ly  (S)  to 
form  the  genitive  cafe,  and  /iK  (at)  to  form  the  accufativei  all  the  others  ufc 
“T  (D)  and  /T'  (it). 

(h ) Leri,  and  fome  others,  fpeak  of  the  Charaibes  as  priefts  or  prophets  found 
in  Brafil.  Rochefort  makes  Charaibe  a national  name.  Thefe  words  arc 
oriental,  founding  alike,  but  fpelt  differently;  and  of  a different  meaning: 
The  priefts  may  be  called  D"lp  as  men  who  offer  pip  wfoa  an  offering, 
is  the  Greek  word  for  a prieft  of  Cybele,  unde  Corybantes. 
mri'’’?  P"lp  D30  ^np'  Leviticus  i.  2,  But  if  the  national  name  be  derived 
from  their  warlike  and  predatory  way  of  life,  then  we  may  derive  it  from 
the  verb  Chaldee.  Syr.  Arab,  to  lay  luajie.  The  noun  fignifies  a fword  or  fpear 
and  n2“in  Sam.  War.  This  explanation  was  given  me  by  the  friend  mentioned 
in  the  precedbg  note. 
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The  teftimony  arifing  from  a fimilarity  of  manners,  though  ap  PE  N- 
far  lefs  concluhve  than  the  evidence  of  language,  is  furely,  in  the  D I X. 

prefent  cafe,  not  without  its  force.  That  many  of  the  cuftoms  ' v— 

of  the  eaftern  nations  prevailed  among  the  Charaibes,  I have,  I 
think,  fufficiently  demonftrated,  to  thofe  at  leafl  who  are  ac- 
quainted with  oriental  hiftory,  in  the  fccond  chapter  of  this 
work.  Of  fomeof  thofe  cuftoms,  the  refemblance  was  probably 
fortuitous,  and  a limilarity  of  climate  and  fituation,  might  have 
given  rife  to  others } but  when  very  lingular  pradtices  prevail 
between  diHant  nations,  which  are  neither  founded  in  nature 
nor  climate,  nor  proceed  from  fituation  and  rank  in  the  fcale  of 
refinement,  the  coincidence  can  fcarcely  be  deemed  accidental. 

Thus,  among  other  cuftoms  equally  remarkable,  it  has  been  re- 
lated that  the  Charaibes  buried  their  dead  in  a cowering  pofture, 
with  the  knees  to  the  chin.  That  this  was  an  ancient  practice 
of  fome  of  the  ealtern  nations  appears  from  the  authorities  of 
Herodotus  and  Cicero ; the  former  recording  the  exiftence  of  it 
among  the  Nafamones,  a people  who  inhabited  the  countries 
between  Egypt  and  Carthage  ; and  the  latter  relating  the  fame 
circumftance  ol  the  ancient  Perfians.  I am  inclined  to  believe 
that  this  pradtice  prevailed  alfo  in  the  country  and  age  of  the 
patriarchs ; — for  how  otherwife  are  we  to  underfland  the  fcrip- 
ture  phrafe  of  gathering  up  the  feet  of  the  dying? 

“ Jacob  had  made  an  end  of  commanding  his  fonsy 

HE  GATHERED  UP  HIS  FEET  INTO  THE  BED,  and 

**  yielded  up  the  ghoft/^/y.” 

(t)  Gen.  c,  xlix,  V.  33, 

Equally 
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BOOK  Equally  prevalent  among  the  Charaibes,  and  many  of  the 
ancient  nations  of  the  Old  Hemifpher^,  were  the  fuperftitious 
rites  of  fhortening  the  hair  and  wounding  the  flefh,  in  religious 
ceremonies  and  lamentations  for  the  dead.  That  thefe  praftices 
were  ufual  among  the  heathens,  fo  early  as  the  days  of  Mofes, 
is  evident  from  the  injundlion  which  the  Lord  laid  on  the  chil- 
dren of  Ifrael  to  avoid  them.  “ Te  Jhall  not  round  the  corners  of 
**  your  heady  neither  Jl:>alt  thou  mar  the  corners  of  thy  beard.  Ye 

“ fimll  not  make  any  cuttings  in  your  feJJo  for  the  dead,  nor  print 
“ any  marks  upon  youfk),"  Again, — Ye  are  the  children  of 
**  the  hordy  your  God : Ye  Jhall  not  cut  yourfehesy  nor  tnake  any 
baldnejs  between  your  eyes  for  the  deadflj."  Among  the  hea- 
thens however  the  fame  ceremonies  were  Hill  continued;  for 
V in  Samaria,  in  the  days  of  Ahab,  King  of  Ifrael,  it  is  recorded 

of  the  prophets  of  Baal  that,  in  worfhipping  their  idol,  “ they 
“ cried  aloud  and  cut  t hen f elves  after  their  manner  with  knives 
**  and  lances  till  the  blood  gufed  out  upon  them ( m).” 


But  perhaps  the  inftance  the  moft  appofite  and  illuftrativc, 
was  the  habit  among  the  Charaibes  of  chewing  the  betelcy  pre- 
paring it  with  calcined  fhells  precifely  after  the  manner  of  the 
Indians  in  the  Eaft ; — a circumftance,  which,  though  recorded 
by  P.  Martyr  fnjy  had  efcaped  my  refearches,  until  it  was 
pointed  out  to  me  by  Mr.  Long.  Some  other  refemblances 
almoll  equally  Rrlking,  might  be  colledled  j but  the  reader  will 
probably  think  that  more  than  enough  has  already  been  faid  on 


(k)  Levit.  c.  xlx.  V.  27. 

( m)  I Kings,  c.  xvUi.  v.  28. 

§ 


a fubjedt. 


(1)  Deut.  c.  xiv.  V.  1. 
(n)  Decad.  viii.  c.  vi. 
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a fubjed,  the  Inveftigation  of  which  he  may  perhaps  deem  a A P P E N- 
mere  matter  of  idle  curiofity,  neither  contributing  to  the  im-  D I X, 
provemcnt  of  fciwice,  nor  the  comfort  of  life.  v— v— -j 

Here  then  I conclude : An  attempt  to  trace  back  the  Cha- 
raibes  of  the  Weft  Indies  to  their  progenitors^  the  firft  emigrants 
from  the  ancient  hemifphere,  in  order  to  point  out,  with  any 
degree  of  precilion  or  probability,  the  era  of  their  migration, 
were  (like  the  voyages  I have  been  defcribmg)  to  venture  on  a 
vaft  and  unknown  ocean  without  a compafs; — and  even  without 
®ne  friendly  ftar  to  guide  us  through  the  night  of  conjecture. 
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OF 

The  Britifti  Colonies  in  the  Weft  Indies. 


BOOK  II. 

JAMAICA  faj. 


C H A P.  I. 

T^ifcovery  of  famaica  by  Columbus. — His  return  in  1303.—, 
Spirited  proceedings  of  his  fon  DiegOy  after  Columbus's  death. — 
^akes  poffejjion  of  Jamaica  in  1509. — Humane  condudt  of 
Juan  de  Efquively  the  firft  Governor. — EJiablifoment  and 
^efertion  of  the  town  of  Sevilla  Nueva. — Heftrutlion  of  the 
Indians. — St.  Jago  de  la  Vega  founded. — Gives  the  title  of 

Marquis 

(a)  It  may  be  proper  to  obferve,  that  the  governor  of  Jamaica  is  filled  in 
his  commifiiorjCaptain-generalj&c.  of  Jamaica  and  the  territories  thereon  depending 
ia  America,  By  thefe  d£PEND£NCIES  were  meant  the  Britilh  fettlemeats  on 

R 2 -the 
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Marquis  to  Diego's  fon  Lewis,  to  whom  the  IJland  is  granted 
in  perpetual  fovereignty. — Defcends  to  his  JiJier  IJabella,  who 
conveys  her  rights  by  marriage  to  the  Houfe  of  Braganza.-^ 
Reverts  to  the  crown  of  Spain,  in  1640. — Sir  Anthony  Shirley 
invades  the  If  and  in  i^g6,  aiid  Col.  Jackfon  in  1638. 

BOOK  'FAMAICA  had  the  honour  of  being  diicovered by  Chrif- 
topher  Columbus,  in  his  fecond  expedition  to  the  New 
World.  In  his  former  voyage  he  had  explored  the  north- 
eaitern  part  of  Cuba,  proceeding  from  thence  to  Hifpaniola ; 
but  he  had  returned  to  Europe  in  doubt  whether  Cuba  was 
an  ifland  only,  or  part  of  fome  great  continent,  of  which  he 
had  received  obfcure  accounts  from  the  natives.  To  fatisfy 
himfelf  in  this  particular,  he  determined,  foon  after  his  arrival 
a fecond  time  at  Hifpaniola,  on  another  voyage  to  Cuba,  by 
a fouth-wefterly  courfe,  and,  in  purfuance  of  this  refolution, 
on  the  24th  of  April,  1494,  Columbus  failed  from  the  Port 

the  Mufqulto  fhore,  and  in  the  "bay  of  Honduras : But  his  jurifdiition  over 
thofe  fettlements  having  been  imperfedtly  defined,  was  feldom  acknowledged 
by  the  fettlers ; except  when  they  wifhed  to  plead  it  in  bar  of  the  authority- 
claimed  by  their  refpeiSlive  fuperintendants.  On  fuch  occafions  they  admitted 
fuperior  jurifdi£lion  in  the  governor  of  Jamaica,  and  applied  to  him  for  commif- 
fions  civil  and  military.  As  both  the  fettlements  Were  furrendered  to  the  crown 
of  Spain  by  the  Spanifti  convention  figned  at  London  on  the  14th  of  July  1786, 
it  comes  not  within  the  plan  of  my  work  to  enter  on  a difplay  of  their  paftror 
prefent  ftate.  I formerly  drew  up  a memorial  concerning  the  fettlement  on  the 
Mufquito-fhore,  wherein  an  account  was  given  of  the  country,  its  inhabitants  and 
productions,  and  the  queftion  between  Great  Britain  and  Spain,  as  to  the  territo- 
torial  right,  pr«tty  fully  difcufled.  This  memorial  having  been  laid  before  the 
Houfe  of  jCommons  in  1777  (^7  Governor  Johnftone}  was  foon  afterwards 
publiflied  in  Almon’s  Parliamentary  Regifter,  Vol.  V, 

9 cf 
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of  Ifabella,  with  one  fblp  and  two  fhallops.  On  Tuefday  the 
29th,  he  anchored  in  the  harbour  of  St.  Nicholas,  From 
thence  he  croffed  over  to  Cuba,  and  coafted  along  the  fouthern 
iide  of  that  Ifland,  furrounded  by  many  thoufand  canoes  filled 
with  Indians,  whom  curiofity  and  admiration  had  brought 
together.  In  this  navigation,  on  Saturday  the  3d  of  May,  he 
4ifcovered,  for  the  firfi:  time,  the  high  lands  of  Jamaica  on 
the  left,  and  probably  learnt  its  name  (the  name  which  it  ftill 
retains  (b)  from  fome  of  the  Indians  that  followed  him.  As 
this  was  a new  difcovery,  and  many  of  the  feamen  were  willing 
to  believe  that  it  was  the  place  to  which  they  had  been  for- 
merly directed  by  the  Indians  of  the  Bahama  Illands,  as  the 
country  moft  abounding  in  gold,  Columbus  was  eafily  perfuad- 
ed  to  turn  his  courfe  towards  it.  He  approached  it  the  next 
day,  and,  after  a flight  contefl:  with  the  natives,  which  ended 
however  in  a cordial  reconciliation,  he  took  polTeflion  of  the 
country,  with  the  ufual  formalities. 

But  it  was  not  until  the  fourth  and  lafl;  voyage  of  Columbus, 
2.  voyage'  undertaken  by  this  great  navigator,  after  he  had 
fuffered  a feverer  trial  from  the  bafe  ingratitude  of  the  Country 
and  Prince  in  whofe  fervice  he  laboured,  than  from  all  his  pafl: 
toils,_  dangers  and  inquietudes,  that  he  learnt  more  of  Jamaica  ; 
which,  as  it  had  the  honour  of  being  firfl:  difcovered  by  him,  nine 
years  before,  had  now  the  ilill  greater  honour  of  alfording  him 

P.  Martyr.  F.  Columbus.  The  early  Spanilh  hiftorians  wrote  the  word 
JCaymaca.  It  is  faid  to  have  fignified,  in  the  language  of  the  natives,  a country 
-.abounding  in  fpfings.  Columbus  having  at  firft  named  the  ifland  St.  Jago^  Old- 
imixon,  and  fome  other  writers,  erroneoufly  fuppofe  that  Jamaica  was  the  Aug- 
mentative of  James* 


CHAP. 
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BOOK  iLelter  from  fliipwreck.  For,  on  the  24th  of  June  1503,  being 
on  his  return  to  Hifpaniola  from  V eragua,  he  met  with  fuch 
tempefluous  weather  as  compelled  him,  after  lofing  two  of  his 
fliips,  to  bear  away  in  the  utmofc  diilrefs  for  this  ifland.  With 
great  difficulty,  he  reached  a little  harbour  on  the  north  fide  fcj 
where  he  was  forced  to  run  aground  the  two  veffels  that  were 
left  him,  to  prevent  their  foundering.  By  this  difafter,  his  fhips 
were  damaged  beyond  the  poffibility  of  repair,  and  he  had  now 
the  melancholy  reflcdlion  that. his  miferies  and  his  life  would 
probably  terminate  together.  During  the  fpace  of  twelve  months 
and  four  days,  that  he  remained  in  this  wretched  fituation,  he 
had  new  dangers  to  furmount,  and  unaccudomed  trials  for  the 
exercife  of  his  fortitude.  His  people  revolted,  the  Indians 
deferted  him,  and  the  Governor  of  Hifpaniola  not  only  refufed 
to  relieve,  but  with  monftrous  and  unexampled  barbarity, 
aggravated  his  misfortunes  by  outrage  and  mockery.  All  thefe 
occurrences  however,  together  with  the  dexterity  with  which 
he  availed  himfelf  of  the  fuperflition  of  the  Indians,  by  the  cir- 
cumftance  of  an  eclipfe,  and  the  means  whereby  his  deliverance 
. was  at  length  effected,  having  been  recounted  by  a thoufand  dif- 

ferent biflorians,  need  not  be  repeated  by  me.  The  hardffiips 
he  fuffered  on  this  occafion,  and  his  Sovereign’s  ingratitude  to- 
gether, proved  too  mighty  for  his  generous  fpirit:  he  funk 
under  them,  foon  after  his  return  to  Spain  ; leaving  however  a 
name  not  to  be  extinguiffied,  but  with  that  world  whofe  boun- 
daries he  had  extended  fdj. 

I After 

(c)  Called  to  this  day,  Don  Chri/lopher' s Cove. 

(d)  There  is  preferved  among  the  Journals  of  the  Hon.  Council  in 
Jamaica,  a very  old  volume  in  MS.  confifting  of  diaries  and  reports  of  Go- 
vernors, 
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After,  the  death  of  its  ilhiftrious  difcoverer,  the  tranf-  CHAP, 
ad-ions  of  the  Spaniards,  during  a century  and  a half,  in  I- 
the  fettlement  of  Jamaida,  have  fcarcely  obtained  the  notice  ' '•v—— > 

of  hiflory.  Happy  indeed  it  u^ould  have  been  for  their  na- 
tional charader,  if  the  records  of  many  of  their  more  exten- 
hve  enterprifes,  during  the  fame  period,  Vv'ere  veiled  in  equal 

darknefs, 

vernors,  which  relate  chiefly  to  the  proceedings  of  the  army  and  other  tranfaftions 
in  the  firlt  fettlement  of  the  colony.  In  this  book  is  to  be  found  the  tranflation 
of  a letter  to  the  King  of  Spain,  faid  to  be  written  by  Columbus  during  his  con- 
finement on  this  Ifland.  As  it  appears  to  me  to  bear  marks  of  authenticity,  I 
fliall  prefent  it  to  my  readers.  It  was  written  probably  about  eight  months  after 
the  departure  of  his  meffenger  Diego  Mendez,  who  had  attempted  to  reach  Hif- 
panioia  in  an  Indian  canoe.  Hearing  nothing  from  him  in  that  interval,  Columbus 
fcems  to  have  relinquished  every  hope  of  relief,  and  to  have  written  this  letter  in 
an  hour  of  defpondency,  not  as  having  any  probable  means  of  rending  it  to  Spain, 
but  on  the  idea  that  it  would  be  found  after  his  death. — It  is  as  follows  : 

A Letter  from  Chriftopher  Columbus,  in  Jamaica,  to  King  Ferdinand. 

“ Jamaica,  1504. 

“ Diego  Mendes,  and  the  papers  I fent  by  him,  will  fliew  your  Highnefs  what 
rich  mines  of  gold  I have  difcovered  in  Veragua,  and  how  I intended  to  have 
left  my  brother  at  the  river  Belin,  if  the  judgments  of  Heaven  and  the  greatefl: 
misfortunes  in  the  world  had  not  prevented  it.  However  it  is  fufficient  that  your 
Highnefs  and  your  fuccefl'ors  w’ill  have  the  glory  and  advantage  of  all,  and  that 
the  full  difeovery  and  fettlement  are  referved  for  happier  perfons  than  the  unfortu- 
nate Columbus.  If  God  be  fo  merciful  to  me  as  to  condudl;  Mendes  to  Spain, 

I doubt  not  but  he  will  convince  your  Highnefs  and  my  great  miftrefs  that  this 
will  not  only  be  a Cqftile  and  Leon,  but  a difeovery  of  a world  of  fubjedl?,  lands 
' and  wealth,  greater  than  man’s  unbounded  fancy  could  ever  comprehend,  or 
avai'ice  itfelf  covet ; but  neither  he,  this  paper,  nor  the  tongue  of  mortal  man  can 
exprefs  the  anguilh  and  afflidiions  of  my  body  and  mind ; nor  the  mifery  and 
dangers  of  my  fon,  brother  and  friends  ! Already  have  we  been  confined  ten 
§ months 
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II. 


darknefs,  or  configned  to  everlafting  oblivion : happier 
if  their  fplendour  had  been  tranfmitted  to  pofterity  through  a 

purer 


months  In  this  place,  lodged  on  the  open  decks  of  our  fliips,  that  are  run  on  fliore 
and  laftied  together;  thofe  of  my  men  that  were  in  health  have  mutined  under  the 
Porras’s  of  Seville,  my  friends  that  were  faithful  are  meftly  fick  and  dying,  wc 
have  confumed  the  Indians'  proviflons,  fo  that  they  abandon  us ; all  therefore  are 
like  to  perifli  by  hunger,  and  thefe  miferies  are  accompanied  with  fo  many  aggra- 
vating circumftances,  that  render  me  the  moft  wretched  objedl  of  misfortune, 
this  world  Ihall  ever  fee  ; as  if  the  difpleafure  of  Heaven  feconded  the  envy  of 
Spain,  and  would  punifh  as  criminal  thofe  undertakings  and  difcoverles  which 
former  ages  would  have  acknowledged  as  great  and  meritorious  adlions  ! Good 
Heaven,  and  you  holy  faints  that  dwell  in  it,  let  the  King  Don  Ferdinand  and  my 
illuftrious  miftrefs  Donna  Ifabclla  know,  that  my  zeal  for  their  fervice  and  intereft 
hath  brought  me  thus  low;  for  It  is  impoffible  to  live  and  have  afflictions  equal  to 
mine.  I fee,  and  with  horror  apprehend,  my  own,  and,  for  my  fake,  my  unfortu- 
nate and  deferving  peoples’  deftrudlion.  Alas,  piety  and  juftice  have  retired  to 
their  habitations  above,  and  it  is  a crime  to  have  undertaken  and  performed  too 
much  ! As  my  mifery  makes  my  life  a burthen  to  myfelf,  fo  1 fear  the  empty  titles 
of  Vice-Roy  and  Admiral,  render  me  obnoxious  to  the  hatred  of  the  Spanilh  nation. 
It  is  vifible  that  all  methods  are  adopted  to  cut  the  thread  that  is  breaking  ; for  I 
am  in  my  old  age,  opprelTed  with  infupportable  pains  of  the  gout,  and  am  now 
languilhing  and  expiring  with  that  and  other  infirmities,  among  favages,  where  I 
have  neither  medicines  nor  provifions  for  the  body,  prieft  nor  facrament  for  the 
foul.  My  men  in  a Hate  of  revolt;  my  brother,  my  fon,and  thofe  that  are  faithful, 
fick,  ftarving  and  dying ; the  Indians  have  abandoned  us,  and  the  Governor  of 
Saint  Domingo,  has  fent  rather  to  fee  if  I am  dead,  than  to  fuccour  us,  or  carry 
me  alive  from  hence  ; for  his  boat  neither  delivered  a letter,  nor  fpoke  with,  nor 
would  receive  any  letter  from  us ; fo  I conclude  your  Highnefs’s  officers  intend  that 
here  my  voyages  and  life  fhoiild  terminate.  O blefied  mother  of  God,  that  com- 
paffionates  the  miferable  and  opprefled,  why  did  not  cruel  Bovadilla  kill  me  when 
he  robbed  me  and  my  brother  of  our  dearly  purchafed  gold,  and  fent  us  to  Spain 
in  chains  without  trial,  crime  or  fliadow  of  mifcondudf  ? Thefe  chains  are  all 
the  treafurcs  I have,  and  they  fhall  be  buried  with  me,  if  I chance  to  have  a coffin 
or  grave ; for  I would  have  the  remembrance  of  fo  unjuft  an  adfion  perifli  with  me, 

and. 
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purer  medium,  and  not,  as  now,  ferving  chiefly  to  render  vilible  C 
the  vices  and  enormities  that  furround  and  debafe  them  ! 


The  few  particulars  of  their  progrefs  which,  by  diligent 
feledlion,  aided  by  traditionary  memorials,  I have  been  able  to 
colleft,  I fliall  now  prefen t to  my  readers. 

and,  for  the  glory  of  the  Spanifli  name,  be  eternally  forgotten.  Let  it  not  bring  a 
further  infamy  on  the  Caftillian  name,  nor  let  ages  to  come  know,  there  were 
wretches  fo  vile  in  this,  that  think  to  recommend  themfelves  to  your  majefty  by 
deftroying  the  unfortunate  and  niiferable  Chriftopher  Columbus;  not  for  his 
crimes,  but  for  his  fervices  in  difeovering  and  giving  Spain  a new  world.  As  it 
was  Heaven  itfelf  that  infpired  and  condudfed  me  to  it,  the  Heavens  will  weep  for 
me,  and  (hew  pity  ! I>et  the  earth,  and  every  foul  in  it,  that  loves  juftice  and 
merev,  weep  for  me  ! And  you,  O glorified  Saints  of  God,  that  know  my  inno- 
cency  and  fee  my  fuflferings  here,  have  mercy  ! for  though  this  prefent  age  is  en- 
vious or  obdurate,  furely  thofc  that  are  to  come  will  pity  me,  when  they  are  told 
that  Chriftopher  Columbus,  with  his  own  fortune,  ran  the  hazard  of  his  own  and 
bis  brother’s  lives,  and,  with  little  or  no  expcnce  to  the  Crown  of  Spain,  in  ten 
years',  and  four  voyages,  rendered  greater  fervices  than  ever  mortal  man  did  to 
prince  or  kingdom,  yet  was  left  to  perilh,  without  being  charged  with  the  leaft 
crime,  in  poverty  and  mifery ; all  but  his  chains  being  taken  from  him  ; fo  that 
be  who  gave  Spain  another  world,  had  neither  fafety  in  it,  nor  yet  a cottage  for 
himfelf,  nor  his  wretched  family  : but,  ftiould  Heaven  ftill  perfecute  me,  and  feem 
difpleafed  with  what  I have  done,  as  if  the  difeovery  of  this  new  world  may  be  fatal 
to  the  old,  and  as  a puniftiment  bring  my  life  to  a period  in  this  miferable  place, 
yet  do  you,  good  angels,  you  that  fuccour  the  opprefted  and  innocent,  bring  this 
paper  to  my  great  miftrefs.  She  knows  how  much  I have  done,  and  will  believe 
what  I have  fuft'ered  for  her  glory  and  fervice,  and  will  be  fo  juft  and  pious  as  not 
to  let  the  children  of  him  that  has  brought  to  Spain  fuch  immenfe  riches,  and  added 
to  it  vaft  and  unknown  kingdoms  and  empires,  want  bread,  or  fubfift  only  on 
^ms.  She,  if  flie  lives,  will  confider  that  cruelty  and  ingratitude  will  bring  down 
the  wrath  of  Heaven,  fo  that  the  wealth  I have  difcovered,  fhall  be  the  means  of 
ftirring  up  all  mankind  to  revenge  and  rapine,  and  the  Spanilh  nation  fuffer  here- 
after, for  what  e^vlops,  maJ.iciQu?  ajid  ungrateful  people,  do  now- 
VoL.  I.  S 
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About  feventeen  years  had  elapfed  after  the  Spaniards  had 
hrft  fixed  themfelves  in  Hifpaniola,  before  they  feem  to  have 
entertained  any  ferious  defign  of  fending  forth  a colony  to  pof- 
fefs  itfelf  of  Jamaica.  As  this  ifland  produced  neither  gold  nor 
filver,  it  feems  to  have  been  neglected  as  unworthy  further 
notice ; and  perhaps  it  might  have  continued  a few  years 
longer  the  peaceful  feat  of  innocent  fimplicity,  but  for  the  bafe 
ingratitude  of  King  Ferdinand,  towards  the  family  of  Colum- 
bus. This  great  man,  after  his  return  to  Spain  in  1504,  was 
compelled  to  employ  the  clofe  of  his  days  in  fruitlefs  and  irk- 
fome  folicitation  at  the  court  of  an  unthankful  and  unfeeling 
monareh ; who  meanly  fufifered  him  to  be  cruelly  defrauded 
of  the  rights  and  privileges  originally  granted  to  him  ; and 
which  he  had  fo  dearly  and  fo  nobly  earned.  His  fon  Diego, 
- the  heir  of  his  fortunes,  fucceeded  to  the  fame  debafing  ne- 
cefiity,  till,  at  length,  wearied  out  with  frivolous  and  unprincely 
excufes,  he  inftituted  a memorable  procefs  againft  his  fovereign 
before  the  council  of  the  Indies  at  Seville ; and  this  court, 
with  a firmnefs  and  virtue  that  cannot  be  fufficiently  ap- 
plauded, decided  in  favour  of  his  pretenfions.  After  a mi- 
nute and  folemn  invelligation  of  his  claims,  the  council  pro- 
nounced him  hereditary  viceroy  and  high  admiral  of  all  the 
countries  and  iflands  difcovered  by  his  father.  They  decreed, 
that  he  was  invefted  with  a jurifdidlion  over  them  fimilar  to 
that  of  the  high  admiral  of  Caftille  ; that  he  was  entitled  to  a 
tenth  part  of  all  the  gold  and  filver  that  might  thereafter  be 
found  in  thofe  territories  j and  they  adjudged  him  various 
other  privileges  and  immunities,  of  vad  extent  and  autho- 
rity. But  the  king,  notwithftanding  this  diftinguifhed  and 
9 competent 
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competent  recognition  of  his  rights,  confirmed  to  him  only  the 
title  and  authority  of  governor  and  admiral  of  Hifpaniola  ; and 
even  of  this  diminillied  command,  it  is  probable  he  would  have 
been  deprived,  if  he  had  not  fortunately  flrengthened  his  in- 
tereft  by  an  illuftrious  marriage  fej.  The'gallant  youth,  ne- 
verthelefs,  ftill  boldly  perfifted  in  his  claim  to  the  full  exercife 
of  all  the  rights  and  authority,  which  had  been  fo  recently  de- 
creed to  belong  to  him ; and  fhortly  afterwards,  accompanied 
by  a numerous  and  fplendid  retinue,  embarked  for  his  govern- 
ment, refolved  to  enforce  his  pretentions. 

He  arrived  in  hifpaniola  in  the  month  of  July  1508,  but 
had  very  foon  the  mortification  to  difeover  that  the  king  had 
adlually  inverted  in  two  other  perfons  (Alonzo  de  Ojeda  and 
Diego  de  Nicuefla)  not  only  two  feparate  and  dirtindl  go- 
vernments, which  comprehended  all  the  continent  as  fir  as  it 
had  been  difeovered  by  Chrirtopher  Columbus,  but  had  alfo 
included  the  illand  of  Jamaica,  as  a joint  appendage  to,  and 
place  of  refrethment  within,  thejurifdiftion  of  each.  Thefe  ap- 
pointments Diego  Columbus  confidered  as  a manifert  violation 
of  his  own  rights,  and  rtrenuourty  contended  for  the  exclu- 
rtve  privilege  of  nominating,  in  particular,  to  the  governments 
of  Veragua  and  Jamaica,  the  prior  difeovery  of  both  thofe 
countries  by  his  father  being  a circumrtance  of  univerfal  no- 
toriety. To  fecure  his  claim  to  Jamaica,  in  tlie  month  of 
November  i 509,  he  fent  thither  Juan  de  Efquivel,  with  about 
feventy  men.  Efquivel  had  acquired  the  reputation  of  a 

(e)  He  married  Mary  de  daughter  to  Ferdinand  de  grand  com- 

mander of  Leon,  who  was  brother  to  Frederuk  duke  of  Alva, 

S 2 gallant 


CHAP. 

I. 


1.32 


BOOK 

II. 


HISTORY-  OF  THE 

gallant  foldier,  and  it  is  flill  more  to  his  honour,  that  he  was 
one  of  the  very  few  Caftiilians,  who,  ainidit  all  the  horrors  of 
bloodfhed  and  infedlious  rapine,  were  diftinguilhed  for  gcne- 
rolity  and  humanity.  An  eminent  inflance  of  his  greatnefs  of 
mind  is  thus  recorded  by  Herrera. — About  the  time  that  he 
failed  from  Hifpaniola  to  take  pofleffion  of  his  new  govern- 
ment of  Jamaica,  his  competitor  Ojeda  was  on  his  departure 
to  the  continent.  Ojeda  violently  oppofed  the  intended  ex- 
pedition of  Efquivel,  and  publiekly  threatened  that  if  he  Ihould 
find  him  at  Jamaica,  on  his  return  from  the  continent,  he 
would  hang  him  up  as  a rebel.  It  happened  that  Ojeda’s 
voyage  was  unfortunate  in  the  higheft  degree ; for,  after  fuf- 
taining  a feries'of  calamities  altogether  without  example,  he 
was  Iliipwrecked  on  the  Coaft  of  Cuba,  and  was  in  danger  of 
miferably  perilliing  for  want  of  food.  In  his  diflrefs  he  called 
to  mind  that  Efquivel  was  in  Jamaica,  and  he  was  now  re- 
duced to  the  fad  extremity  of  imploring  fuccour  from  the- 
very  man  whofe  deftrudion  he  had  meditated  ; but  the  mag- 
nanimous Efquivel  was  no  fooner  made  acquainted  with  the 
fufferings  of  his  enemy,  than  he  forgot  all  his  refentment. 
He  immediately  fent  over  to  Cuba,  Pedro  de.  Narvez,  an  officer 
of  rank,  to  conduct  Ojeda  to  Jamaica.  Efquivel  received 
him  with  the  tendered:  fympathy,  treated  him  during  his 
ftay  with  every  poffible  mark  of  difiiindtion  and  refpeil,  and 
provided  him  with  the  means  of  a fpeedy  and  fafe  convey- 
ance to  Hifpaniola.  It  is  pleafing  to  add,  that  Ojeda  was  not 
ungrateful  to  his  benefadtor. 

Under  fuch  a man,  it  is  realbnable  to  fuppofe  that  the 
yoke  of  fubjedion  fat  light  and  eafy  on  the  natives  of  Ja- 
maica, 
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maica,  and  that  the  ravages  of  conquefl  were  reftralned  within 
the  limits  of  humanity.  Accordingly,  the  Spanifh  hiflorians 
bear  the  moft  honourable  teftimony  to  his  virtuous  aud  gentle 
adminiftratlon. — “ The  affairs  of  Jamaica  (fays  Herrera)  went 
**  on  profperoufly,  becaufe  Juan  de  Efquivel  having  brought 
**  the  natives  to  fubmiffion  %inthout  any  e^^ujion  of  bloody  they 
laboured  in  planting  cotton,  and  railing  other  commo- 
dities  which  yielded  great  profit.”  This  praife  is  the 
more  valuable  becaufe  it  is  almofl  peculiar  to  Efquivel, 
who  alone  feems'  to  have  been  fenfible  of  the  abominable 
wickednefs  of  vifiting  diftant  lands  only  to  defolate  them; 
and  of  converting  the  Indians  to  Chriftianity  by  cutting 
their  throats.  How  many  noble  qualities,  in  fome  of  his 
cotemporaries,  were  tarniflied  by  cruelty  and  rapine,  or  un- 
happily blended  with  a mifgulded  and  frantic  zeal  for  re- 
ligion, that  rendered  their  pollelTors  Hill  more  remorfelefs 
and  favage  1 

Esquivel  continued  In  his  office  but  a few  years.  He 
died  in  his  government,  and  was  buried  at  Sevilla  Nueva,  a 
town  which  he  had  founded.  He  was  probably  fucceeded  by 
governors  of  a far  different  charadler,  who,  it  is  to  be  feared, 
foon  began  to  fpread  among  the  wretched  natives  the  fame 
horrible  carnage  that  was  now  defolating  Hifpaniola.  It  ap- 
pears that  Francis  de  Garay  held  the,  chief  command  in  1523,  ' 
lince  in  that  year  he  fitted  out  an  expedition  from  this  ifland 
for  the  conquefi;  of  Panuco,  a territory  which  Cortes,  un- 
known to  Gjray,  had  already  annexed  to  the  Spanilh  domi- 
nion. In  this  expedition  were  employed  nine  ffiips  and  two 
I brigantines^. 
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brigantines,  and  there  were  embarked  in  it  850  Spaniards,  and 
a confiderable  body  of  Jamaica  Indians,  and  144  horfes.  Such 
a force,  if  collefted  chiefly  within  the  ifland,  proves  that  a 
great  progrefs  had  been  made  in  its  fettlement  and  po- 
pulation during  the  thirteen  years  that  the  Spaniards  had  been 
in  poflTeflion  of  it.  As  Efquivel  had  eflabliflhed  the  feat  of 
government  near  to  the  fpot  which  had  been  lionoured  by  the 
refldence  of  Columbus  after  his  diipwreck  in  1503,  it  may 
be  prefumed  that  the  town  of  Sevilla  Nueva  was  now  become 
of  fome  confi deration.  This  town,  as  we  are  informed  by  Her- 
rera, was  founded  on  the  fcite  of  an  ancient  Indian  village, 
called  Maima  ff)y  and  near  to  the  port  named  by  Columbus 
Santa  Gloria  (now  St.  Ann’s  Harbour)  and  the  daily  accef- 
fion  of  new  inhabitants  would  naturally  extend  the  bounda- 
ries of  the  capital,  till  the  rude  village,  confiding  at  firfl  of 
a few  temporary  huts,  mud  have  increafed  to  a place  of  im- 
portance. Religion  too,  in  all  the  Spanilh  territories,  very 
foon  forced  architecture  into  her  fervice  ; for,  by  a lamentable 
inconfidency  in  the  human  mind,  thefe  dedroycrs  of  their  fel- 
low creatures  were  wonderfully  exaCt  in  the  obfervance  of  all 
the  outward  ceremonies  of  divine  worihip.  With  hands  yet 
reeking  in  the  blood  of  murdered  innocence,  they  could  ereCt 
temples  to  the  Almighty,  and  implore  that  mercy  from  Hea- 
ven, w hich  they  had  jud  denied  to  the  miferable  victims  0/ 

(f)  Mam  EE.  There  is  a bay  a little  to  the  eaftward,  which  is  called 

at  this  l.our  Maniee  Bay.  The  ground  on  which  Sevilla  Nueva  was  built,  is 
now  chiefly  the  property  of  Mr.  Heming,  who  has  a large  fugar  plantation 
the;c.  n.  It  is  called  Seville  Planfation  j and  the  ruins  of  the  ancient  town  are 
ftill  vi.-ble  in  foir.e  of  the  cane-fitids.  It  defcended  to  him  from  his  anceftor 
Gapmn  Heming,  an  oaxcer  in  Crorr.Wvil’s  army. 
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tlieir  cruelty  and  rapine.  Among  other  coftly  buildings  a ca-  C H A P. 
thedral  and  monaflery  were  defigned,  and  the  foundations  of 
both  were  vilible  not  long  ago,  as  many  of  the  ruins  are  at 
this  day.  Peter  Martyr  of  Angleria,  the  author  of  the  De- 
cades, being  appointed  abbot  and  chief  miffionary  of  the 
ifland.  A fort  was  alfo  erected,  tlie  remains  of  which,  as 
well  as  of  the  cathedral,  were  infpedted  by  Sloane  in  1688, 
who  relates,  that  a pavement  was  difcovered  at  the  diftance  of 
two  miles  from  the  church ; a circumftance  that  may  give  us 
fome  idea  of  the  extent  of  the  city  in  the  days  of  its  profpe- 
rity.  The  weft  gate  of  the  cathedral  ftood  entire  in  1688,  ' 
and  difplayed,  in  the  judgment  of  Sloane,  very  excellent  work- 
manfhip ; but  it  was  his  opinion  that  the  building  was  never 
compleated ; for  he  obferved  feveral  arched  ftones  that  muft 
have  been  defigned  for  it,  which  apparently  had  never  beqn 
put  up  fgj.  He  likewife  difcovered,  in  the  fame  condition, 
materials  for  a capital  manlion,  probably  intended  for  the  pa- 
lace of  the  governor.  From  thefe  circumftances,  the  tradi- 
tion which  ftill  prevails  in  the  ifland,  that  the  Spanifli  inha- 

(i)  Over  the  door  (of  the  weft  gate)  was  a carving  of  our  Saviour’s  head 
with  a crown  of  thorns  between  two  angels ; on  the  right  fide  a frnall  round 
figure  of  forhe  feint,  with  a knife  Jiuck  into  his  head.  On  the  left  a Virgin  Mary 
or  Madona,  her  arm  tied  in  three  places,  Spanifli  faftiion.  Over  the  gate,  under 
a coat  of  arms,  this  infcription : 

Petrus.  Martir.  Ab.  Angleria.  Italus.  Civis  Mediolanen.  Prothon.  Apos.  Hujus. 

Infule.  Abbas.  Senatus.  Indici.  Confiliarius.  Ligneam.  Primus.  Aidem. 

Hanc.  Bis.'  Igne.  Confumptam.  Latericio.  Et,  Quadrato.  Lapide.  Primus. 

A.  Fundafnentis.  Etriixit.” 

Sloane. 
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bitants  of  Seville  were  at  fome  period,  in  their  wars  with  the  .'J 
natives,  entirely  and  fuddenly  cut  off,  is  probably  founded  in 
truth.  Sloane,  indeed,  relates  that  fome  of  the  SnaniOi 
planters,  who’ had  retired  to  Cuba,  affigned  veiy  different  rea- 
fons  for  the  defertion  of  this  part  of  the  country,  alledging, 
that  a vilitation  of  innumerable  ants  had  deftroyed  all  their 
provifion  grounds,  and  that  the  fituation  of  the  capital  was  ill 
adapted  for  the  purpofes  of  their  commerce.  Thefe  reafons 
might  poffibly  have  operated  againft  the  re-eflablifhment  of 
the  place  ; but  were  not,  I think,  of  fufficient  efficacy  to  induce 
a whole  body  of  people,  the  inhabitants  of  a growing  capital, 
fuddenly  to  remove  their  families  and  effedls,  and  voluntarily 
fubmit  to  the  labour  of  building  an  entire  new  town,  in  a 
very  difiant  and  wholly  uncultivated  part  of  the  country.  It 
is  certain,  that  the  town  of  Seville  was  not  fuffered  to  fall 
gradually  to  decay ; but  was  depopulated  while  it  was  yet 
in  an  unfiniflied  Rate,  many  years  before  the  conqueft  of 
the  Ifland  by  the  Englifh  (h).  Neither  (if  this  tradition  of 
its  cataflrophe  were  true)  could  a juft  account  be  expedled 
from  the  defeendants  of  men,  who  defervcdly  brought  deftruc- 
tion  on  themfelves ; fince  the  recital  of  their  fate  would  again 
have  brought  the  deeds  alfo  of  their  anceftors  to  remembrance, 
and  they  were  deeds  of  darknefs,  too  mournful  to  contemplate ; 
too*  dreadful  to  be  told  ! 1 

{h)  See  fhe  account  of  Jamaica  tranfmitted  to  Cromwell  by  general  V enables, 
preferred  in  Thurloe’s  ftate  papers,  vol.  ill.  p.  545,  wherein  he  fpeaks  of  Seville 
as  a town  that  had  exifted  in  times  paJJ.  And  Sloane  relates  that  when  the 
Englilh  took  the  ifland,  the  ruins  of  this  city  were  overgrown  with  wood  and  » 

turned  black  with  age.  He  faw  timber-trees  growing  within  the  walls  of  the 
cathedral,  upwards  of  lixty  feet  in  height.  Sloane  Hift.  Jamaica,  vol.  i.  p.  66. 

Both 
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Both  ancient  tradition,  and  recent  difcoveries,  give  too  CHAP, 
much  room  to  believe  that  the  work  of  deftruflion  proceeded  f 
not  lefs  rapidly  in  this  Ifland,  after  Efquivel’s  death,  than  in  ' 
Hifpaniola  for  to  this  day  caves  are  frequently  difcovered  in 
the  mountains,  wherein  the  ground  is  covered,  almoft  en- 
tirely, with  human  bones ; the  miferable  remains,  without 
all  doubt,  of  forne  of  the  unfortunate  aborigines,  who,  immured 
in  thofe  recelTes,  were  probably  reduced  to  the  fad  alternative 
of  perhhing  with  hunger,  or  of  bleeding  under  the  fwords 
of  their  mercilefs  invaders  fgj  f When  therefore  we  are  told 
of  the  fate  of  the  Spanifli  inhabitants  of  Seville,  it  is  impoflible' 
to  feel  any  other  emotion  than  an  indignant  widi  that  the  flory 
were  better  authenticated,  and  that  Heaven  in  mercy  had  per- 
mitted the  poor  Indians  in  the  fame  moment  to  have  extirpated 
their  oppreflbi'S  altogether  ! But  unhappily  this  faint  glimmer- 
ing of  returning  light  to  the  wretched  natives,  was  foon  loll  in 
everlafting  darknefs,  lince  it  pleafed  the  Almighty,  for  reafons 
infcrutable  to  finite  wifdom,  to  permit  the  total  deflrudlion 
of  this  devoted  people ; who,  to  the  number  of  60,000,  on  the 
moft  moderate  eftimate,  were  at  length  wholly  cut  off  and 
exterminated  by  the  Spaniards,  not  a fingle  defeendant  of  either 
fex,  being  alive  when  the  Englifli  took  the  ifland  in  1655, 
nor,  I believe,  for  a century  before 

(g)  It  is  difcovered  by  the  fkulls,  which  are  preternaturally  comprefTed,  that 
thefe  are  the  flceletons  of  the  Indians. 

(h)  There  is  faid  to  exift  on  the  fouth  fide  of  the  ifland  of  Cuba,  at  this 
day,  a fmall  remnant  of  the  ancient  Indians.  They  refide  in  a little  town  near 
St.  Jago  de  Cuba,  called  Iwanee^  and  have  adopted  the  mahwers  and  language  of 
the  Spaniards. 
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T H E lofs  of  Seville  was  followed  by  that  of  Melilla,  a fmall 
village  fituated  about  eleven  leagues  to  the  eaftward,  (at  the 
harbour  now  called  Port'  Maria)  and  the  cataftrophe  which  at- 
tended thefe  places  is  fuppofed  to  have  caufed  the  eflablilh- 
ment  of  the  capital  of  St^Jago  de  la  Vega^  or,  as  it  is  now 
called,  Spanilh  Town. 

Of  the  precife  asra  of  thefe  events,  it  is  now  perhaps  ufe- 
lefs  to  inquire ; but  if  conjecture  may  be  allowed,  I fhould  fix 
on  the  year  i5?-3,  immediately  after  the  departure  of  the  force 
under  Garay  j and  if  the  new  capital  was  really  founded  by  Diego 
Columbus,  as  tradition  reports,  and  which  there  feems  no  good 
reafon  to  difpute,  the  conjecture  is  ftrongly  confirmed  j for  he 
embarked  for  Spain  in  difcontent  in  1517,  returned  to  his  go- 
vernment with  fuller  powers  in  1520,  and  died  in  his  native 
country  in  the  latter  end  of  1525,  or  the  beginning  of  1526; 
and  it  was  certainly  after  his  arrival  the  lafi:  time  in  Hifpaniola, 
that  he  laid,  or  caufed  to  be  laid,  the  foundation  of  St.  Jago  de 
la  Vega  (ij. 

The  new  city  encreafed  rapidly,  and  in  1545  (twenty  years 
after  the  death  of  its  founder)  it  had  the  honour  of  giving  the 
title  of  Marquis  to  his  fon  and  heir,  who  received  at  the  fame 
time  from  the  emperor  Charles  V.  a grant  of  the  whole  ifland 

(/)  Since  this  was  written  I have  difcovered,  by  a re-perufal  of  Oviedo,  that 
there  was  a general  revolt  of  the  Indians  of  St.  Domingo  in  December  1522, 
which  Diego  Columbus  fupprelTed,  and  immediately  afterwards  repaired  to  Ja- 
maica to  take  on  himfelf  the  government  in  the  room  of  Garay.  It  feems  probable, 
from  hence,  that  the  revolt  extended  to  both  iflaiids. 
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in  perpetual  fovereignty,  as  an  hereditaiy  fief  of  the  crown  of 
Cafiile. 

As  this  is  an  important  circumftance  in  tke  hifiory  of  this 
illand,  and  feems  not  to  have  been  perfectly  underftood  by 
any  of  the  Englifh  hiftorians  who  have  treated  of  the  affairs 
of  Jamaica,  I prefume  that  a more  copious  deduction  and  ex- 
planation of  it,  will  not  be  unacceptable. 

D lEGo  Columbus  left  iffue  three  fons  and  two  daughters. 
His  eldefl;  fon,  Don  Lewis,  fucceeded  to  his  father’s  honours 
and  extenfive  claims.  Of  the  daughters,  the  eldeft,  Ifabella, 
afterwards  intermarried  with  the  count  de  Gelvez,  a Portu- 
guefe  nobleman  of  the  houfe  of  Braganza.  Lewis  Columbus 
w^as  an  infant  of  fix  years  of  age  on  the  death  of  his  father  ^ 
but  was  generally  confidered  as  hereditary  vice-roy,  and 
high  admiral  of  the  Weft  Indies.  The  emperor,  however, 
though  he  treated  him  with  fingular  diftindtion,  and  confidera- 
bly  augmented  his  revenues,  as  he  grew  to  manhood,  abfo- 
lutely  refufed  to  admit  his  claim  to  fuch  extenfive  authority, 
and  Lewis,  as  his  minority  expired,  inftituted,  after  his  father’s 
example,  a legal  procefs  for  the  recovery  of  his  birthright. 
It  does  not  appear  that  his  fuit  ever  came  to  a legal  iffue  ; for, 
in  the  year  1545»  he  found  it  prudent  to  accede  to  a compro- 
mife  with  the  emperor,  whereby  he  transferred  all  his  here* 
ditary  rights  to  the  crown,  for  a grant  of  the  province  of 
Veragua  and  the  ifland  of  Jamaica,  with  the  title  of  duke  de 
Veragua  and  marquis  de  la  Vega.  What  might  have  been  the 
precife  extent  and  nature  of  this  grant,  we  have  not  information 
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BOOK  fiifficlent  to  enable  us  to  judge.  Whatever  it  was,  he  left  no- 
ft*  ihiie  to  enjoy  it;  and  his  brothers  alfo  dying  without  male 
^ ifliie,  his  lifter  Ifabella,  wife  of  the  count  de  Gelvez,  became 
foie  heirels  of  the  Columbus  family,  and  conveyed  by  her  mar- 
riage all  her  rights  to  the  houfe  of  Braganza,  where  they  conti- 
nued, I believe,  till  the  year  1 640,  and  then  reverted  back  by 
forfeiture  to  the  crown  of  Spain,  in  confequence  of  the  revolu- 
tion which  placed  John  duke  of  Braganza  on  the  throne  of 
Portugal. 

Sir  Hans  Sloane  therefore,  in  afterting  that  a duke  de  Vera- 
gua  enjoyed  a yearly  revenue  from  Jamaica,  at  the  time  the 
ifland  furrendered  to  the  Englifli  in  1655,  have  been 

milinformed ; as  he  clearly  is  in  fuppoling  that  the  family  of 
Columbus  were  at  that  time  proprietors  of  the  ifland,  and  had 
fo  continued  from  the  days  of  Ferdinand  and  Ifabella. 

But  there  is  a circumftance  recorded  by  Blome,  and  con- 
firmed by  the  ftate  papers  of  Thurloe,  for  which  the  relation 
I have  given  fufliciently  accounts.  I mean  the  eftablilhment  in 
Jamaica  of  many  Portuguefe  families.  The  transfer  of  Ifabella's 
inheritance  to  the  houfe  of  Braganza,  might  have  encouraged 
many  of  the  Portuguefe  to  fix  their  fortunes  in  the  newly-ac- 
quired colony,  and  it  is  equally  probable  that  the  fame  event 
would  excite  jealoufy  in  the  old  Spanifh  fettlers  towards  their 
new  vifitors.  Blome  adds,  tliat  the  Portuguefe  were  abhorred. 

Such  mutual  diftruft,  and  irreconcileable  averfion  among 
the  inhabitants  towards  each  other,  was  perhaps  the  caufe  that 

Sir 
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Sir  Anthony- Shirley  met  with  fo  little  refiflance  when  he  in-  c H A P. 
vaded  the  ifland  in  1 596;  and  plundered  the  capital.  About  forty  I. 
years  afterwards  it  was  again  invaded  by  a force  from  the  '''  * 

Windward  Iflands  under  colonel  Jackfon.  It  is  faid,  however,  that 
on  this  occafion  the  inhabitants  behaved  with  great  gallantry 
in  a pitched  battle  at  PalfageFort;  but  being  overpowered, 

Jackfon,  after  lofing  forty  men,  entered  St.  Jago  de  la  Vega 
fword  in  hand,  and,  having  pillaged  it  of  every  thing  valuable,, 
received  a confiderable  ranfom  for  {paring  the  hcufes.  He' 
then  retreated  to  his  fhips,  and  carried  off  his  booty  without 
interruption. 

From  this  period,  until  the  capture  of  the  ifland  by  the 
Englifh  in  1655,  during  the  ufurpation  of  Cromwell,  I know 
nothing  of  its  concerns,  nor  perhaps  were  they  produdlive  of 
any  event  deferving  remembrance.  I fhall  therefore  proceed, 
in  the  next  chapter,  to  the  conlideration  of  the  Protedtor’s 
motives  for  attacking  the  territories  of  Spain  at  a time  when 
treaties  of  peace  fubfifled  between  the  two  nations ; which 
• I conceive  have  hitherto  beep  greatly  mifunderflood,  or  wil- 
fully mifreprefented,  by  hiftorians  in  general. 
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. Cromwell  vindicated  for  attacking  the  Spaniards  in  1655.^ 

T^heir  cruelties  in  the  Weji  Indies y in  contravention  of  the  treaty 
of  1630. — Propofals  offered  by  Modyford  and  Gage. — Forcible 
arguments  of  the  latter. — Secretary  Fhurloe' s account  of  a con- 
ference with  the  Spanijh  Ambaffador. — Cromwell's  demand  of 
fatisfaBion  rejeBed. — State  of  Jamaica  on  its  capture. 

BOOK  ^ E R E is  no  portion  of  the  Engliih  annals,  in  the 

II.  perufal  of  which  greater  caution  is  requifite,  than  the 

hiftory  of  the  adminiftration  of  the  protestor  Cromwell.  The 
prejudices  of  party,  which  in  common  cafes  are  loft  in  the 
current  of  time,  have  floated  down  to  us  in  full  ftrength  againft 
this  profperous  ufurper ; and  his  adiions,  from  the  period  that 
he  reached  the  fummit  of  power,  are  ftill  ferutinized  with 
induftrioiis  malignity,  as  if  it  were  impoflible  that  authority 
irregularly  acquired,  could  be  exercifed  with  juftice. 

It  is  not  ftrange  therefore  that  the  vigorous  proceedings 
of  the  protestor  againft  the  Spanifh  nation,  in  1655,  Ihould 
have  been  obnoxious  to  cenfure,  or  that  writers  of  very  oppo- 
fite  political  principles  fhould  concur  in  mifreprefenting  his 
condudl  on  that  occafion.  The  celebrated  female  republi- 
can (a)  terms  it  **  difhonourable  and  piratical,”  and  the  courtly 

(a)  Mrs.  Macauley’s  Hiftory  of  England. 
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and  elegant  apologift  of  the- Stewart  family  fb),  pronounces  it 
a moft  unwarrantable  violation  of  treaty. 

The  publication  of  the.]fl;ate  papers  of  Thurloe  (the  Secre- 
tary) ought,  however,  to  have  mitigated  this  weight  of  cenfure. 
In  truth,  it  will  be  found  that  nothing  bat  a moft  difingenuous 
concealment  of  the  hoftile  proceedings  of  the  Spaniards,  too 
grofs  to  be  palliated,  towards  the  fubje<5ls  of  England,  can 
give  even  the  colour  of  plaufibility  to  the  charge  which  has 
been  brought  againft  Cromwell,  of  having  commenced  an  un- 
juft and  ruinous  war,  againft  a friend  and  ally,  contrary  to  the 
intereft  of  the  nation,  and  in  violation  of  the  faith  of  treaties. 
If  the  power  which  is  vefted  in  the  executive  magiftrate, 
by  whatever  name  he  be  diftinguifhed,  be  held  for  the  protec- 
tion and  fecurity  of  the  religion,  liberties  and  properties  of 
the  people  under  his  government,  the  meafures  adopted  by 
the  Protedtor  on  that  occafion  were  not  merely  juftifiable ; 
they  were  highly  neceftary,  and  even  meritorious  j for  the  con- 
dudt  of  Spain,  efpecially  in  America,  was  the  declaration  and 
exercife  of  v/ar  againft  the  whole  human  race.  I fhall  adduce 
a few  remarkable  fadls  to  fupport  this  affertion.  The  fiibjedt 
is  curious  in  itfelf,  and,  in  fome  refpedts,  will  be  new  to  the 
reader. 

The  lateft  treaty  which  had  been  made  between  Eng- 
land and  Spain,  previous  to  the  aftiimption  of  the  protedlorate 
by  Cromwell,  was  concluded  in  the  year  16305  by  the  ftrft 
article  of  which  it  was  ftipulated,  that  there  Ihould  be  peace, 
amity,  and  friendftiip  between  the  two  crowns  and  their  re- 

(b)  David  Hume— Hiftory  of  Great  Britain. 
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fpedive  fubjedls  in  all  parts  of  the  'world.  Before  this  period, 
the  fovereigns  of  Spain  had  not  only  encouraged,  but  openly 
avowed,  the  exercife  of  perpetual  hoftility  on  the  Blips  and 
•fubjefts  of  all  the  nations  of  Europe,  that  were  or  might  be 
found  in  any  part  of  the  new  hemifphere ; arrogantly  afiuming 
to  tbemfelves  a right  not  only  to  all  the  territories  which  their 
own  fubjedls  had  difeovered  there,  but  claiming  alfo  the  foie 
and  exclulive  privilege  of  navigating  the  American  feas  fc J. 

Pretensions  fo  exorbitant,  which  violated  alike  the  laws 
of  nature  and  nations,  were  refided  by  ev^ery  maritime  Bate 

(c)  In  the  reign  of  James  I.  within  two  years  after  the  conclufion  of  a 
peace  between  England  and  Spain,  which  faved  the  Spanifh  monarchy  from 
abfolute  deftrudlion,  Sir  Charles  Cornwallis,  in  a letter  dated  from  Madrid  in 
May  1606,  informs  the  Earl  of  Salilbury,  that  Don  Lewis  Firardo,  a Spanilh 
admiral,  having  met  with  certain  Englifh  fliips  laden  with  corn  and  bound  to 
Seville,  “ took  the  matters,  and  firft  fet  their  necks  in  the  ttocks.  He  afterwards 
removed  them  into  his  own  fhip,  and  there,  with  his  own  hands,  did  as  much 
to  their  legs ; reviling  them,  and  calling  them  heretics,  Lutheran  dogs,  and  ene- 
mies of  Chritt,  threatening  to  hang  them  ; and  in  conclufion  robbed  them  of 

what  he  thought  fit.”  See  Winwood,  vol.  ii.  p.  143 It  appears  by  fubfequent 

letters  preferved  in  the  fame  collection,  that  Cornwallis,  complaining  to  the 
Duke  of  Lerma,  the  mlnitter  of  Spain,  of  Firardo’s  conduCl,  particularly  in 
fending  to  the  gallies  fome  Englifh  mariners  whom  he  had  made  prifoners  in 
the  Wett  Indies,  was  told  by  that  minitter  “ that  Firardo  fliould  be  called  to  ac- 
count, not  (adds  the  Duke)  for  fending  the  men  to  the  gallies,  but  ftmot  having 
hanged  them  up^  as  he  ought  to  have  done."  Sir  Walter  Raleigh,  fome  time 
afterwards,  in  a letter  to  King  James,  fpeaks  of  it  as  a well-known  faCl,  that 
the  Spaniards,  in  another  inttance,  had  murdered  twenty-fix  Englifhmen,  tying 
them  back  to  b.ack  and  then  cutting  their  throats,  even  after  they  had  traded 
with  them  a whole  month,  and  when  the  Englifli  went  afhore  in  full  con- 
fidence, and  without  fo  much  as  one  fword  among  them.  See  Raleigh’s  Works 
by  Birchj  'vol.  ii.  p.  376. 
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that  felt  Itfelf  concerned  in  the  ilTue : by  the  Englilh  parti- 
cularly, who  had  already  planted  colonies  in  Virginia,  Bermu- 
das, St.  Chridopher’s  and  Barbadoes  j territories  fome  of  which 
Spain  had  not  even  difcovered,  and  none  of  which  had  (he  ever 
occupied.  Thus  adtual  war,  and  war  in  all  its  horrors,  pre- 
vailed between  the  fubjedts  of  Spain  in  the  new  world,  and 
thofe  of  the  feveral  other  nations  who  ventured  thither,  while, 
at  the  fame  time,  peace  apparently  fublifted  between  the  parent 
ftates  in  Europe. 

To  fecure  to  the  Englifli  an  uninterrupted  intercourfe  with 
their  fettlements  above  mentioned,  was  one  great  objedl  of 
the  treaty  of  1630.  It  feems  indeed  to  have  been  more  im- 
mediately founded  on  a remarkable  inftance  of  Spanifh  perfidy, 
which  had  recently  happened  in  the  ifland  of  St.  Chriftopher; 
for  the  court  of  Spain  having,  towards  the  latter  end  of  the 
year  1629,  fitted  out  a fleet  of  twenty-four  fliips  of  force,  and 
fifteen  frigates,  under  the  command  of  Don  Frederic  de  Toledo, 
oftenfibly  to  attack  the  Dutch  fettlement  in  Brafil,  fecretly 
ordered  the  admiral  to  proceed  in  the  firft  place  to  the  ifland 
I have  mentioned  (which,  although  the  Spaniards  had  indeed 
firfl:  difcovered  it  130  years  before,  they  had  never  once  occu- 
pied) and  rout  out  from  thence  both  the  Englifli  and  French, 
w’ho  at  that  time  held  a joint  and  peaceable  pofleflion. 

Neither  the  French,  nor  Englifli,  nor  both  together, 
were  flrong  enough  to  oppofe  fuch  an  enemy.  The  French 
planters  took  refuge  in  the  neighbouring  ifland  of  Antego, 
and  the  Englifli  fled  to  the  mountains ; from  whence  they  fe'nt. 
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deputies  to  treat  for  a furrender ; but  tbe  haughty  Spaniard 
required  and  obtained  unconditional  fubmiffion ; and,  having 
felecfled  out  of  the  Englifh  fettlers  fix  hundred  of  the  ableft 
men,  whom  he  condemned  to  the  mines,  he  ordered  all  the 
reft  (confifling  chiefly  of  women  and  children)  inflantly  to 
quit  the  ifland,  in  fome  Englifh  veffels  which  he  had  feized  at 
Nevis,  under  pain  of  death.  He  then  laid  wafte  all  the  fettle- 
ments  within  his  reach,  and  having  reduced  the  country  to  a 
defart,  proceeded  on  his  voyage. 

It  might  be  fuppofed  that  the  treaty  of  1630,  prevented 
fuch  enormities  in  future ; but,  in  violation  of  all  that  is  folemn 
and  facred  among  Chriflian  dates,  and  to  the  difgrace  of  human 
nature,  the  Spaniards,  eight  years  only  after  the  affair  of  St. 
Chriftopher’s,  attacked  a fmall  Englifli  colony  which  had 
taken  pofleflion  of  the  little  unoccupied  Ifland  of  Tortuga, 
and  put  every  man,  woman,  and  child  to  the  fword : they  even 
hanged  up  fuch  as  came  in  and  furrendered  themfelves,  on  the 
promife  of  mercy,  after  the  firfl:  attack. 

The  unhappy  monarch  at  that  time  on  the  throne  of 
England,  was  too  deeply  engaged  in  contefls  with  his  fubjedls 
at  home,  to  be  able  to  afford  protedlion  to  his  colonifts  abroad ; 
and  thofe  contefls  terminating  at  length  in  a civil  war,  the 
Spaniards  proceeded  in  the  fame  career  with  impunity;  treating 
all  the  Britifh  fubjedts,  whom  they  found  in  the  Weft  Indies, 
as  intruders  and  pirates.  In  the  year  1635,  the  Englifli  and 
Dutch  had  jointly  taken  pofleflion  of  Santa  Cruz,  which  at 
that  time  was  wholly  unpeopled  and  deferted.  Difputes  ariflng 
§ between 
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between  the  new  fettlers,  the  Englifh  took  arms  and  became 
foie  mafters  of  the  Ifland.  In  1650  the  Spaniards  landed  there, 
and,  without  the  fmalleft  provocation,  exterminated  every  in- 
habitant that  fell  into  their  hands,  murdering,  as  at  Tortuga, 
even  the  women  and  children.  As  ufual  with  this  revengeful 
nation,  they  conquered  but  to  defolate  ; for,  having  deflroyed 
all  the  people  they  could  feize,  they  laid  wafte  and  then  deferted 
the  Ifland,  and,  when  fome  of  the  Dutch  nation,  in  confequence 
of  fuch  defertion,  took  pofleflion  a fecond  time,  the  Spaniards 
returned  and  treated  them  as  they  had  treated  the  Englifli. 

Of  their  cruelties  towards  the  fubjedls  of  foreign  Hates,  even 
fuch  as  were  forced  on  their  coafts  in  diftrefs,  the  inftances 
were  without  number.  Their  treatment  of  the  failors  was  as 
barbarous  and  inhuman,  as  their  pretences  for  feizing  them 
were  commonly  groundlefs  and  unjuft.  The  very  mercies  of 
the  Spaniards  were  cruel ; for  if,  in  fome  few  inftances,  they 
forbore  to  inflidt  immediate  death  on  their  prifoners,  they  fen- 
tenced  them  to  a worfe  puniflimentj  condemning  them  to 
work  in  the  mines  of  Mexico  for  life  (d). 

It 

(d)  The  Spaniards,  after  the  death  of  Cromwell,  revived  thefe  pradlices,  and 
continued  them  to  our  own  times.  About  the  year  i68o,  they  landed  on  the  Ifland 
of  Providence,  one  of  the  Bahamas,  and  totally  deftroyed  tlie  Englifli  fettlement 
there.  The  governor  (Mr.  Clark)  they  took  with  them  to  Cuba,  in  irons,  and 
put  him  to  death  by  torture.  Oldmixon,  who  wrote  “ The  Britifli  empire  in 
America,”  was  informed  by  Mr.  Trott,  one  of  Governor  Clark’s  fuccefTors,  that 
the  Spaniards  roafted  Clark  on  a fpit.  The  infolence  and  brutality  of  the  com- 
manders of  the  Spanifti  guarda-coflas,  in  the  days  of  Walpole,  are  remembered  by 
many  perfons  now  living ; and  perhaps  there  are  thofe  alive  who  were  prefent 
v/hen  Captain  Jenkins  gave  that  remarkable  evidence  to  the  houfe  of  commons, 
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It  is  evident,  from  the  fchemes  and  propofals  for  attacking 
the  Spaniards,  which  were  prefented  to  Cromwell  on  his  eleva- 
tion to  the  protectorate,  that  the  Englifli,  in  general,  had  a 
deep  and  juft  fenfe  of  the  wrongs  which  they  fuftained  from 
the  bigotry,  avarice,  and  cruelty  of  t^e  Spanifti  nation. — We 
may  furely  conclude,  that  applications  of  fuch.  a nature  could 
not  have  been  made  to  the  fupreme  executive  magiftrate, 
without  any  pretence  of  injury  received.  To  fuppofe  that  a 
body  of  the  fubjeCts  of  any  civilized  ftate,  or  that  even  any 
individual  of  found  mind,  would  intrude  into  the  national 
councils,  and  prefume  to  folicit  a violation  of  the  public  faith, 
and  the  commencement  of  hoftilities  towards  a powerful  ftate 
and  an  ally,  without  any  provocation,,  is  to  fuppofe  a cafe 
which  I believe  never  did  occur  in  hiftory,  and  which  indeed 
it  feems  next  to  impoffible  ftiould  happen.  Among  other  per.- 
fons  who  prefented  memorials  on  this  occalion,  we  find  the 
names  of  Colonel-  Modyford  and  Thomas.  Gage.  The  former 
was  one  of  the  earlieft  and  moft  enterprifing  planters  of  Bar - 
badoes } and  Gage  had  refided  twelve  years  in  New  Spain  in 
priefFs  orders.  He  was  brother  of  Sir  Henry  Gage,  one  of 

i??hich  it  would  be  thought  might  have  animated  every  Britilb  heart  to  infift  on 
exemplary  vengeance.  I'he  cafe  was  this  ; — A Spanifti  commander,  after  rum- 
maging this  man’s  vefTel  for  what  he  called  contraband  goods,  without  finding 
any,  put  Jenkins  to  the  torture,  and  afterwards,  without  the  fmalleft  provocation, 
cut  ofF  one  of  his  ears,  telling  him  to  carry  it  to  the  king  of  Kngland  his  mafter. 
Jenkins  had  preferved  the  ear  in  a bottle,  which  he  difplayed  to  the  Houfe  of 
Commons.  Being  afked  by  one  of  the  members,  what  he  thought  or  expefted 
while  in  the  bands  of  fuch  a barbarian  ? “ I recommended  (he  replied)-  my  foul 
»o  God,  and  my  caufe  to  my  country.” 

See  Totbuck’s  Parliamentary  Debates*  vol.  ix.  p.4M* 
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the  Generals  under  Charles  fej  and  appears  to  have  been  a CHAP; 
man  of  capacity  and  extenlive  obfervation. . ^ 

In  his  memorial,  which  is  preferved  among  the  date  papers^ 
of  Thurloe,  he  enters  fully  into  a juftification  of  the  meafures 
which  he  recommends.  None  in  confcience  (he  obferves) 
may  better  attempt  fuch  an  expulfion  of  the  Spaniards  from 
thofe  parts,  than  the  Englifli,  who  have  been  often  expelled  by 
them  from  our  plantations  j as  from  St.  Chriftopherfs,  St. 

Martin’s,  from  Providence  and  from  Tortugas,  where  the 
Engliih  were  inhumanly  and  mod:  barbaroully  treated  by  the 
Spaniards,  who  to  this  day  watch  for  their  bed  advantage  to 
cad  us  out  of  all  our  plantations,  and  fay  that  all  the  iflands  as 
well  as  the  main  belong  to  them.  And  in  confcience  it  is  law- 
ful to  cad  that  enemy  or  troublefome  neighbour  out  of  his 
dominions,  that  would,  and  hath  attempted  to  cad  us  out  of 
ours.” — He  then  proceeds  to  demondrate,  that  it  is  not  a work- 
of  difficulty  to  diflodge  the  Spaniards  from  fome  of  their  mod’ 
valuable  poffeffions,  and  recommends  the  fird  attack  to  be- 
made  on  Hifpaniola  or  Cuba ; the  former,  he  obferves,  “ was 
the  Spaniards’  fird  plantation,  and  therefore  it  would  be  to  them 
a bad  omen  to  begin  to  lofe  that,  which  they  fird  enjoyed.” 

**  This  ifland  (he  adds)  is  not  one  quarter  of  it  inhabited,  and  fo 
the  more  eafy  to  take.” — Gage,  fome  years  before,  had  publidied 
a book,  which  is  now  before  me ; entitled  “ A new  furvey  of 
the  Wed  Indias.”  It  contains  much  curious  information  re- 
fpedling  the  date  of  Spaniffi  America,  at  the  time,  that  he 

( e)  This  Sir  Henry  Gage  was  killed  at  the  battle  of  Culham-Bridge,  in  1644. 

He  was  anceftor  of  the  late  General  Gage,  by  whom  I was  favoured  with  this 
account  of  Thomas  Gage, 


redded.; 


HISTORY  OF  THE 


150 

BOOK  refided  there.  In  the  dedication  to  Fairfax,  General  of  the  par- 
II.  liament’s  forces,  he  combats,  with  great  ftrength  of  reafoning, 

' the  pretenfions  of  the  Spanifh  Crown  to  an  exclufive  right 
to  the  countries  of  the  New  World : “ I know  of  no  title,” 
he  obferves,  “ that  the  Spaniard  hath  (the  Pope’s  donation 
“ excepted)  but  force,  which,  by  the  fame  title  may  be  re- 
**  pelled. — And,  as  to  the  Jirji  difcovery,  to  me  it  feems  as  little 
“ reafon,  that  the  failing  of  a Spanifh  fhip  upon  the  coatl:  of 
India,  fhould  entitle  the  king  of  Spain  to  that  country,  as 
the  failing  of  an  Indian  or  Englifli  fliip  upon  the  coaft  of 
**  Spain,  fhould  entitle  either  the  Indians  or  Englifli  unto  the 
**  dominion  thereof.  No  queflion  but  the  jufl:  right  or  title  to 
“ thofe  countries,  appertains  to  the  natives  themfelves  ; who,  if 
they  fhould  willingly  and  freely  invite  the  Englifli  to  their  pro- 
tedtion,  what  title  foever  they  have  in  tliem,  no  doubt  but 
they  may  legally  transfer  to  others.  But,  to  end  all  difputes 
" of  this  nature,  fince  God  hath  given  the  earth  to  tlie  foils  of 
**  men  to  inhabit,  and  that  there  are  many  vaft  countries  in 
thofe  parts  not  yet  inhabited,  either  by  Spaniard  or  Indian, 
why  fhould  my  countrymen,  the  Englifli,  be  debarred  from 
making  ufe  of  that,  which  God,  from  all  beginning,  did 
ordain  for  the  benefit  of  mankind  ?” 

These,  or  fimilar  arguments,  and  a long  lift  of  Spanifh  de- 
predations on  the  fubjedts  of  England,  made  without  doubt  a 
-deep  impreflion  on  the  mind  of  Cromwell.  It  appears  indeed 
that  the  court  of  Spain,  confcious  of  having  merited  the  fevereft 
vengeance,  forefaw  an  impending  ftorni,  and  endeavoured  to 
avert  it.  We  are  told  by  Thurloe,  that  Cardenas  the  am- 
baffador,  in  a private  audience,  congratulated  the  Protedlor  on 

his 
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his  elevation  to  the  government,  alTuring  him  of  the  true  and 
conftant  frienddiip  of  his  mafter,  either  in  the  condition  he 
then  ftood,  or  that  if  he  would  go  a ftep  further,  and  take 
upon  him  the  crown,  his  mader  would  venture  the  crown 
of  Spain  to  defend  him  in  it.”  Thefe  general  difcourfes 
came  afterwards  to  particular  propofitions ; which  Cromwell 
received  with  a coldnefs  that  alarmed  the  ambaflador ; who 
then  defired  that  former  treaties  of  alliance  between  the  two 
kingdoms  might  be  renewed,  as  the  firft  Rep  towards  a nearer 
union.  It  does  not  appear  that  Cromwell  had  any  objection 
to  this  propofition.  That  he  fought  to  involve  the  nation  in 
an  unprovoked  and  unneceffary  war  with  Spain,  or,  as  Ludlow 
expreRes  it,  that  he  meant  to  engage  thofe  men  in  diRant 
fervices,  who  otherwife  were  ready  to  join  in  any  party  againR 
him  at  home,”  though  it  has  been  confidently  aflerted,  has 
been  aRerted  againft  clear  and  fubRantial  evidence.  He  de- 
manded, it  is  true,  fatisfacRion  for  paR,  and  fecurity  againft 
future  injuries ; and  he  appointed  commiRloners  to  treat  with 
the  Spanifti  ambaffador  thereupon  ; with  whom  feveral  con- 
ferences were  held,  chiefly,  fays  Thurloe,  on  the  right  interpre- 
tation of  the  treaty  of  1630. — The  refult  of  thofe  conferences,, 
which  I fliall  give  in  Thurloe’s  own  words,  affords  fo  full  and 
clear  a juftification  of  the  Proteilor’s  fubfequent  proceedings,, 
that  no  excufe  c'an  be  oflered  for  thofe  hiftorians  by  whom  tliis. 
evidence  has  been  wilfully  fupprefl'ed. 

The  chief  difficulties  (obferves  Thurloe)  were  the  follow-- 
ing,  ‘‘  I ft,  touching  the  Weft  Indies,  the  debate  whereof  was 
**  occafioned  upon  tiie  firft  article  of  the  aforefaid  treaty  of  1630, 
« whereby  it  is  agreed,  that  there  fhould  be  peace,  amity,  and. 

**  friendfliip,. 
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BOOK  “ friendfliip  between  the  two  kings  and  their  refpedive  fub- 
^ jeds  in  all  parts  of  the  world,  as  well  in  Europe  as  elfewhere. 
Upon  this  it  was  fliewn,  that  in  contravention  of  this  article, 
**  the  Englilli  were  treated,  by  the  Spaniards  as  enemies,  where- 
“ ever  they  were  met  in  America,  though  failing  to  and  from 
“ their  own  plantations,  and  infilled  that  fatisfadion  was  to  be. 

given  in  this,  and  a good  foundation  of  friendlhip  laid  in 
“ thofe  parts  for  the  future,  between  their  refpedive  fubjeds 
“ (the  Engliili  there  being  very  confiderable,  and  whofe  fafety 
and  intereft  the  government  here  ought  to  provide  for)  or 
elfe  there  could  be  no  folid  and  Jailing  peace  between  the  two 
dates  in  Europe. 

“The  fecond  diiterence  was  touching  the  inquifition,  &c. — 
“ To  thefe  two,  Don  Alonfo  was  pleafed  to  anfwer ; that  to 
“ alk  a liberty  from  the  inquifition,  and  Jree failing  in  the  Weji 
“ IndieSf  was  to  ajk  his  mafers  two  eyes ; and  that  nothing  could  bo 
“ done  dn  thofe  points^  bnt  according  to  the  practice  of  former  times, 
“ Then  it  came  into  debate,  before  Oliver  and  his  council, 
“ with  which  of  thefe  crowns  (France  or  Spain)  an  alliance 
“ was  to  be  chofen.  Oliver  himfelf  was  for  a war  with  Spain, 
“ at  .leaf  in  the  Weft  Indies^  if fatisfaBion  were  not  given  for  the 
**  paft  damages^  and  things  well fettled for  the  future.  And  moft 
“ of  the  .council  went  the  fame  way  I* 

From  the  fads  and  recital  which  I have  thus  given,  it  is 
apparent  that  the  Spaniards  not  only  were  the  fird  aggrclTors, 
but  had  proceeded  to  thofe  hollilities  againd  the  fubjeds 
of  England,  which  are  unjudifiable  even  in  a date  of  adual 
war ; and,  although  the  outrages  complained  ofi  were  fuch 
as  the  mod  iiifignidcant  date  in  the  world  would  not  have 

i.  tamely 
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tamely  Submitted  to,  from  the  moft  powerful  j yet  did  Crom- 
- well,  in  feeking  redrefs,  difplay  his  regard  to  juflice  by 
his  moderation  and  temper.  He  demanded,  it  is  true,  re- 
paration for  paft  injuries,  and  fecurity  againft  future;  but  he 
did  not  order  reprifals  to  be  made,  until  his  demand  was  reject- 
ed, and  until  he  was  plainly  told,  that  the  fame  hoftile  line  of 
conduct  which  the  Spaniards  had  hitherto  purfued  towards  the 
Englilh  in  America  (hould  be  perfifted  in.  Now,  as  Blomc 
well  obferves,  on  this  occaiion,  “ war  muji  needs  be  jujlijiabkf. 
when  peace  is  not  alloivabk." 

The  courfc  of  my  w ork  would  now  bring  me  to  an  illuftra- 
tion  of  the.  ProteCtor’s  meafures  in  confequence  of  his  appeal 
to  force ; the  equipment  of  a pow^erful  armament,  its  mifcarriagc 
at  Hifpaniola,  and  fuccefs  at  Jamaica ; but  of  all  thefe  tranfac- 
tions  a very  accurate  and  circumftantial  narrative  has  already 
been  given  in  the  hiftory  of  Jamaica  by  Mr.  Long ; to  whofe 
account  I cannot  hope  to  add  perfpicuity  or  force.  Referring 
the  reader,  therefore,  to  "that ’'valuable  w^ork,  for  fatisfaCtory 
information  in  thefe  particulars,  I fhalhconclude  this  chapter 
with  an  account  of  the  Rate- of  Tamaica,  its  inhabitants  and 
productions,  as  it  was  found  by  the  Englifli  forces  on  its  cap- 
ture in  May  1655  ; obferving  only,  and  I mention  the  circum- 
ftance  with  a regret  in  which  I am  fure  the  reader  will  partici- 
pate, that  Gage,  who  planned  the  expedition,  embarked  with  and 
periihed  in  it ! 

The  whole  number  of  white  inhabitants  on  the  ifland, 
including  women  and  children,  did  not  exceed  fifteen  hun- 
dred. Penn,  in  his  examination  j-before  the  PrctcClor’s  coun- 
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cil,  on  the  12th  of  September  16 5 5,  dates  them  at  twelve  or 
fourteen  hundred  only,  of  which  he  fays  about  five, hundred 
men  were  in  arms  when  the  Englifii  landed. , It  is  remarkable 
however  that  Blome,  who  compiled  a fhort  account  of  Jamaica 
J(b  early  as  1672,  avers  that  the  town  of  St.  Jago.  de  la  Veg^ 
confided  of  two  thoufand  houfes,  two  churches,  two  chapels 
.and  an  abbey.  There  mud  therefore  have  happened  at.fome 
period  a wonderful  diminution  in  the  number  of  the  white  in^- 
habitants,  and  the  expulfion  of  the  Portuguefe  fettlers,  as  related 
by  this  author,  appears  the  more  probable..  Blome. perhaps  has 
given  an  exaggerated  account  of  the  number  of  the  houfes ; 
but  fudicient  evidence  remained,  till  within-  thefe  few  years, 
of  the  buildings  confecrated  to  divine,  wordiip,  particularly 
of  the,  two  churches  and  the  abbey,. 


Of  the  other  principal'  fettlements,  the  chief,  appears. 
have  been  at  Puerto  de  Caguaya;  fince  named  by  the  Englidi 
Port  Royal ; but  though-  it  was  next  in  confequence  to  St. 
Jago,  it  was  probably  nothing  more  than  an  inconfiderable 
hamlet,  edablidied  for  the  purpofe  of  fome  fmall  traffick  with 
the  fhips  bound  from  Hifpaniola  to  the  continent.  Its  fub- 
fequent  rife  and  extenfive  profperity,  its  deplorable  wickednefs 
ajid  fatal  catadrophe,  are  circumdances  top  well  known  to 
be  repeated- 

To 

ff)  The  following  fingular  infeription  appears  on  a tomb-ftone,  at  Green-Bay, 
adjoining  the  Apoftles’  Battery. 

« D I E U S U R TOUT. 

Here  lies  the  body  of  Lewis  Galdy,  Efq.  who  departed  this  life,  at  Port 
Royal,  the  22d  December  1736,  aged  eighty.  He  was  bom  at  Montpellier,  in 
France,  but  left  that  country  for  his  religion,  _ and  came  to  fettle  in  this  ifland, 

where 
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To  the  weft  ward  of  Caguaya  was  the  port  of  Efquivcl  (Puerta 
de  Efquivella)  fo  called,  I prefume,  in  honour  of  the  governor 
of  that  name.  This  port  feems  indeed  to  have  been  almoft 
deferted  at  the  time  of  the  conqueft  in  1655,  the  Spaniards 
giving  the  preference  to  Caguaya ; but  it  was  ftill  reforted 
to  by  the  galleons,  as  a place  of  ftielter  during  the  hurricane 
months,  and,  from  its  ancient  reputation,  the  Englifli  named 
it  Old  Harbour* 

From  Old  Harbour  to  Punto  Negrillo,  the  weftern  point 
of  the  ifland,  the  fea-coaft  was  chiefly  in  favanna,  abounding 
in  horned  cattle  ; but  there  does  not  appear  to  have  been  any 
fettlement  in  all  that  great  extent  of  country,  except  a fmall 
hamlet  called  Oriftan,  of  which  however  the  accounts  arc 
obfeure  and  contradictory. 

Returning  eaftward,  to  the  north  of  Port  Caguaya  was 
the  Hato  de  Liguany^  prefenting  to  the  harbour  an  extenfive 
plain  or  favanna^  covered  with  cedar  and  other  excellent 
timber.  This  part  of  the  country  was  alfo  abundantly  ftored 
with  horned  cattle  and  horfes,  which  ran  wild  in  great  num- 
bers; and  the  firft  employment  of  the  Englifli  troops  was 
hunting  and  flaughtering  the  cattle,  for  the  fake  of  the  hides 
and  tallow,  which  foon  became  an  article  of  export.  It  was 
fuppofed  by  Sedgewicke,  that  the  foldiers  had  killed  20,000 

where  he  was  fwallowed  up  in  the  great  earthquake,  in  the  year  1692,  and  by 
the  providence  of  God,  was  by  another  fliock  thrown  into  the  fea,  and  miracu- 
loully  faved  by  fwimming,  until  a boat  took  him  up.  He  lived  n;any  years  after, 
in  ^reat  reputation,  beloved  by  all  who  knew  him,  and  much  lamuited  at  his 
death.” 
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BOOK  courfe  of  the  firft  four  months  after  their  arrival ; and 

II.  as  to  horfes,  “ they  were  in  fuch  plenty  (lays  Goodfon)  that 
“ me  accounted  them  the  ’vermin  of  the  country 

Eastward  of  Liguany  was  the  Hato,  by  fome  called 
‘ Ayala^  by  others  Talosy  and  now  wrote  Tallahs  'y  a place,  faith 
Venables  “ which  hath  much  commodity  of  planting  or  erect- 
ing of  fugar  engines  of  water,  by  reafon  of  two  convenient 
rivers  running  through  it  fit  for  that  purpofe.”  Next  to 
Ayala  was  the  Ha.to  called  Morante.  This  Morante  (faith 
Venables)  **  is  a large  and  plentiful  Hato,  being  four  leagues 
in  length,  confifting  of  many  fmali  favannas,  and  has  wild 
cattle  and  hogs  in  very  great  plenty,  and  ends  at  the  Mine, 
which  is  at  the  Cape  or  Point  of  Morante  itfelf,  by  which 
toward  the  north  is  the  port  Antonio.” 

Such  is  the  account  of  Jamaica  as  tranfmitted  in  General 
Venable’s  letter  to  Secretary  Thurloe,  dated  13th  June  1655. 
The  reader  will  perceive  that  no  mention  is  made  of  the 
north  fide  of  the  ifland  j which  gives  room  to  conclude,  as  was 
undoubtedly  the  faCt,  that  it  was  one  entire  defert,  from  call 
to  weft,  totally  uncultivated  and  uninhabited. 

Of  the  inland  parts,  it  appears  from  Sloane,  that  Guanaboa 
was  famous  for  its  cacao-trees,  and  the  low  lands  of  Clarendon 
for  plantations  of  tobacco. 

fg)  **  Colonel  Barry’s  houfe  all  galleried  round  (now  called  Cavaliers)  was 
formerly,  when  the  Spaniards  pofleffed  the  ifland,  the  only  place  in  Liguany 
inhabited ; a rich  widow  had  here  a fugar-work,  and  abundance  of  cattle  in  the 
favannas,  near  40,000.”  (Sloane,  vol.  i.  Introd.  p.  73.) — The  mountains  of 
Liguany  were  fuppofcd  alfo  to  contain  mines  both  of  gold  and  copper. 

Upon 
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Upon  the  whole,  although  the  Spaniards  had  poflhlTed  the  G HA  P. 
ifland  a century  and  a half,  not  one  hundredth  part  of  tne  _ , 

plantable  land  was  in  cultivation  when  the  Englifh  made 
themfelves  mafters  of  it.  Yet  the  Spanidi  fettlers  had  no 
Iboner  exterminated,  in  the  manner  we  have  feen,  the  original 
proprietors,  than  they  had  recourfe,  with  their  neighbours  of 
Hifpaniola,  to  the  introdudion  of  flaves  from  Africa.  \-7c 
are  told  that  the  number  of  negroes  in  the  ifland,  at  the  time 
of  its  capture,  nearly  equalled  that  of  the  Whites.  It  is  not 
eafy  to  difcover  to  what  ufeful  purpofe  the  labour  of  thefe 
Blacks  was  applied.  The  floth  and  penury  of  the  Spanifli 
planters,  when  the  Englifh  landed,  were  extreme.  Of  the  many 
valuable  commodities  which  Jamaica  has  fince  produced  in  lo 
great  abundance,  fome  were  altogether  unknown,  and  of  the 
reft  the  inhabitants  cultivated  no  more  than  were  fufficient 
for  their  own  expenditure.  Their  principal  export,  befides> 
cacoa,  confifled  of  hogs-lard  and  hides.  The  fale  of  thefe- 
articles,  and  fupplying  the  few  flhps  that  touched  at  their  ports 
with  provifions,  in  barter  for  European  manufadures,  confli- 
tuted  the  whole  of  their  commerce ; a commerce  which  the 
favages  of  Madagafcar  condud  with  equal  ability  and  luccefs. 

They  pofTefTed  nothing  of  the  elegancies  of  life,  nor  were  tliey 
acquainted  even  with  many  of  thofe  gratifications  wnich,  in 
civilized  dates,  are  confidered  as  neceflary  to  the  comfort  and 
conveniency  of  it.  They  were  neither  poliflied  by  fbcial  in- 
tercourfe,  nor  improved  by  education  ; but  paiicd  their  daysr 
in  gloomy  languor,  enfeebled  by  floth  and  deprefled  by  pover- 
ty. Having  at  the  fame  time  but  little  or  no  connedion  with. 

Europe,  nor  the  means  of  fending  their  children  thither  for 

educatioui 
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education  (a  circumftance  that  might  have  introduced  among 
them,  from  time  to  time,  fome  portion  of  civility  and  fclence) 
they  had  been  for  many  years  in  a ftate  of  progreflive  degene- 
racy, and  would  probably,  in  a fhort  time,  have  expiated  the 
guilt  of  their  anceftors,  by  falling  vidtims  themfelves  to  the 
vengeance  of  their  Haves.  Time  indeed  had  wrought  a won- 
derful change  in  the  manners  and  difpofitlons  of  all  the  Spanilh 
Americans.  It  muft  however  be  acknowledged,  that 'if  they 
pofTeffed  not  the  abilities  of  their  forefathers,  they  were  unftain- 
cd  with  their  crimes.  If  we  find  among  them  no  traces  of 
that  enterprifing  genius ; that  unconquerable  perfeverance, 
that  contempt  of  toil,  danger,  and  death,  which  fo  wonderfully 
diftinguifhed  the  great  adventurers,  who  firfi:  explored  and 
added  a new  hemifphere  to  the  Spanifh  dominion ; we  muft 
own  at  the  fame  time  that  they  were  happily  free  from  their 
guilty  ambition  j their  remorfelefs  fanaticifm,  and  frantic 
cruelty.  But,  whatever  was  their  charadter,  it  is  impoffible 
to  juftify  the  hard  terms  impofed  by  the  Englifh  commanders 
on  the  poor  fettlers  in  Jamaica,  in  requiring  them  to  deliver 
up  their  flaves  and  effedts,  and  quit  the  country  altogether. 
They  pleaded  that  they  were  born  in  the  ifland,  and  had 
neither  relations,  friends,  nor  country  elfewhere,  and  they 
declared  that  they  were  refolved  to  perifh  in  the  woods,  rather 
than  beg  their  bread  in  a foreign  foil.  This  was  their  final 
anfwer  to  the  propofitions  of  Venables,  the  Englifh  General, 
nor  could  they  be  brought  again  to  enter  Into  any  treaty. 
The  refiftance  they  afterwards  made  againft  the  efforts  of 
our  troops  to  expel  them  from  the  ifland,  may  furnifh  thi$ 
important  leffon  to  conquerors— that  even  vidfory  has  its 
x limits. 
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limits,  and  that  injuftice  and  tyranny  frequently  defeat  their 
own  purpofes  (h). 

(h)  The  articles  of  capitulation  firft  agreed  on,  which  may  be  feen  in  Burchet’s 
N-aval  Hiftory,  are  fufficiently  liberal.  By  thefe  all  the  inhabitants  (fome  few  in- 
dividuals excepted)  had  their  lives  and  efFe£ls  granted  them,  and  permiffion  to  re- 
main in  the  country ; but  on  the  4th  of  June,  Venables  informs  the  Lord  Proteflor, 
that  the  inhabitants  having  broken  their  promifes  and  engagements,  he  had  feized 
the  Governor  and  other  chief  perfons,  and  compelled  them  to  fubfcribe  new  arti- 
cles.— What  thofe  were  he  does  not  fay.  It  appears,  however,  that  it  was  ftipu- 
lated  by  one  of  them,  that  the  Spanifh  part  of  the  inhabitants  fhould  leave  the 
Ifland ; and  it  feems  probable  that  this  meafure  was  promoted  by  the  intrigues  of 
the  Portuguefe ; for,  in  a fubfequent  letter,  V enables  writes  thus : “ The  Portu- 
guefes  we  hope  to  make  good  fubjedls  of.  The  Spaniards  we  fhall  remove.”  The 
particulars  related  in  the  text,  concerning  the  efFedt  of  this  determination  on  the 
minds  of  thofe  poor  people,  are  given  on  the  authority  of  a paper  figned,  J.  Daniel, 
dated  Jamaica  3d  of  June,  and  preferved  among  Thurloe’s  State  Papers,  ^voh  . 
iii.  p.  504. 
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Proceedings  of  the  Englijh  in  'Jamaica  after  its  capture. — Col. 
D'Oyley  declared  p ref  dent. — Difcontents  and  mortality  among 
the  army. — Vigorous  exertions  of  the  Prote^or. — Col.  Bray  fie 
appointed  commander  in  chief. — His  death.-— D'Oy ley  reajfumes 
the  government. — Defeats  the  Spanif  forces ^ 'which  had  invaded 
the  ifand  from  Cuba. — His  wife  and  feady  adminif  ration. — 
Bucaniers. — Conciliating  condudi  of  Charles  II.  on  his  reforation. 
■—Firf  efablifment  of  a regular  government  in  Jamaica. — Lord 
WindfoVs  appointment, — Boy al proclamation. — American  treaty 
in  1670. — Change  of  meafures  on  the  part  of  the  crown. — New 
confitution  dev  fed  for  Jamaica. — Earl  of  Car  life  appointed 
chief  governor  for  the  purpofe  of  enforcing  the  new  fyfem. — 
Siiccefsful  oppoftion  of  the  afembly. — Subfequent  difputes  refpedi- 
ing  the  confrmation  of  their  laws. — terminated  by  the  revenue 
a5i  of  lyzS. 
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After  the  capture  of  the  ifland,  until  the  reftoration 
of  Charles  II.  the  Englifli  in  Jamaica  remained  under 
military  jurifdidlion.  Cromwell  had  nominated  Winllow, 
Serle  and  Butler  to  adl  as  commiffioners,  with  Penn  and  Vena- 
bles, intending,  I prefume,  to  conftitute  by  this  arrangement 
a council  of  Rate,  whofe  authority  might  mitigate  the  rigour 
of  the  law-martial  i but  the  two  generals,  with  commiffioner 
Butler,  returning  to  England  without  leave,  the  foie  command 
of  the  army  devolved  on  Major  General  Fortefeue,  and  of  the 
. Rcet 
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fleet  on  Admiral  Goodfon.  Neverthelefs  it  was  the  intention 
of  Cromwell  to  have  eftablilhed  a civil  government  in  the 
ifland  on  very  liberal  principles.  Soon  after  he  received  the 
account  of  its  capture,  he  ifllied  a proclamation  declaratory 
of  that  purpofe,  and  on  the  return  to  England  of  Com- 
miflioner  Butler,  he  fent  over  Major  Sedgewicke  to  fujiply 
his  place.  Sedgewicke  arrived  in  Jamaica  in  Odlober,  but  Win- 
flow  and  Serle  having  in  the  mean  time  fallen  vidlims  to  the  cli- 
mate, he  was  unwilling  to  a6t  under  the  Protedlor’s  commiflion 
without  further  afliftance.  An  inftrument  of  government  was 
thereupon  framed,  and  fubferibed,  on  the  eighth  of  October 
1655,  by  Sedgewicke  and  the  principal  officers,  who  thereby 
conflituled  themfelves  a fupreme  executive  council  for  managing 
the  general  affairs  of  the  ifland;  of  which  Fortefeue  was  declared 
prefident,  and  he  dying  foon  afterwards.  Colonel  Edward 
D’Oyley,  the  next  in  command,  was  chofen  to  prefide  in  his 
room.  But  the  fituation  of  the  troops  required  martial  array, 
and  fl:ri(5t  difeipline  j for  the  difpoffeffed  Spaniards  and  fugitive 
negroes  continued  to  harafs  the  foldiers  with  perpetual  alarms. 
Men  were  daily  killed  by  enemies  in  ambufli.  The  Spanifh 
blacks  had  feparated  themfelves  from  their  late  maflers, 
and  murdered,  without  mercy,  fuch  of  the  Englifli  as  rambling 
about  the  country  fell  into  their  hands.  They  were  even  fo 
audacious  as  to  venture  by  night  to  attack  the  Englifh  troops 
in  their  quarters,  and  to  fet  fire  to  fome  of  the  houfes  in 
which  they  were  lodged,  in  the  town  of  St.  Jago  de  la  Vega, 
the  capital. 
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But  the  Protedlor  v/as  determined  to  maintain  his  conquefl, 
and  feemed  anxioufly  bent  on  peopling  the  ifland.  While 
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recruits  were  raifing  in  England,  he  dlreded  the  governors  of 
Barbadoes,  and  the  other  Britifh  colonies  to  windward  (which 
at  that  time  were  exceedingly  populous)  to  encourage  fome 
of  their  planters  to  remove  to  Jamaica,  on  the  aflurance  of 
their  having  lands  alTigned  them  there.  He  difpatched  an 
agent  to  New  England  on  a limilar  errand,  as  well  as  to  engage 
the  people  of  the  northern  provinces  to  furnith  provifions  to 
the  newly-acquired  territory.  He  gave  inftruftions  to  his  fon 
Hemy  Cromwell,  who  was  Major  General  of  the  forces  in 
Ireland,  to  engage  two  or  three  thoufand  young  perfons  of  both 
fcxes  from  thence,  to  become  fettlers  in  Jamaica;  and  he  ad- 
vifed  with  the  lord  Broghill,  who  commanded  at  Edinburgh,  on 
the  bed;  means  of  inducing  as  great  a number  to  emigrate  for 
the  fame  purpofe  from  Scotland. 

In  the  mean  while  the  old  foldiers  within  the  Ifland, 
dldiking  their  lituation,  and  conceiving  from  the  preparations 
of  the  government  at  home,  that  the  Protecftor  had  thoughts 
of  confining  them  to  Jamaica  for  life,  became  diflatisfied  and 
feditlous.  Other  caufes  indeed  concurred  to  awaken  among 
them  fuch  a fpirit  of  difcontent  as  approached  nearly  to 
mutiny.  Flaving  at  firfi:  found  in  the  country,  cattle  and  fwine 
in  great  abundance,  they  had  dedroyed  them  with  fuch  impro- 
vidence and  wantonnefs  of  profufion,  as  to  occafion  a fcarcity 
of  frcfli  provifions  in  a place  which  had  been  reprefented  as 
abounding  in  the  higheft  degree.  The  chief  commanders 
apprehending  this  event,  and  finding  that  the  bread  and  Hour 
which  arrived  from  England  were  oftentimes  fpoilt  by  the 
length  of  the  voyage  and  the  heat  of  the  climate,  had  urged 
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raife,  by  their  own  induftry,  Indian  corn,  pnifc  and  call'avi, 

lUiHcient  for  their  maintenance.  They  endeavoured  to  make 

them  fenfible  that  fupplies  from  England  mud:  neceffarily  be 

cafual  and  uncertain ; and,  perfuafion  failing,  they  would  have 

compelled  them  by  force  to  plant  the  ground ; but  the  fubal- 

tern  officers  concurred  with  the  private  men,  abfolutely  refuf- 

ing  to  contribute  in  the  fmalled:  degree  to  their  own  prefer va- 

tion  by  the  means  recommended.  They  v/ere  poffieffied  of  a 

paffionate  longing  to  return  to  England,  and  fondly  imagined 

that  the  continual  great  expence  of  maintaining  fo  large  a 

body  of  troops  at  fo  great  a diftance,  would  induce  the  Pro- 

tedlor  to  relinquiffi  his  conqueft.  They  even  rooted  up  the 

provifions  which  had  been  planted  and  left  by  the  Spaniards. 

“ Our  foldiers  (writes  Sedgewicke)  have  deftroyed  all  forts 
of  provffions  and  cattle.  Nothing  but  ruin  attends  them 
wherefoever  they  go.  Dig  or  plant,  they  neither  will  nor  can, 
but  are  determined  rather  to  ftarve  than  work.”  A fcarcity, 
approaching  to  a famine,  was  at  length  the  confequence  of 
fuch  mifcondudl,  and  it  was  accompanied  with  its  ufual  attend- 
ants, difeafe  and  contagion.  Perhaps  there  are  but  few  deferip- 
tions  in  hlftory  wherein  a greater  variety  of  horrors  are  accumu- 
lated than  in  the  letters  addreffed  on  this  occalion  by  Sedgewicke 
and  the  other  principal  officers,  to  the  government  at  home, 
which  are  preferved  among  Thurloe’s  ftate  papers.  Such  was 
the  want  of  food,  that  fnakes,  lizards  and  other  vermin,  were 
eagerly  eaten,  together  with  unripe  fruits  and  noxious  vegeta- 
bles. This  unwholefome  diet  concurred  with  other  circum- 
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Ranees  to  produce  an  epidemic  dyfenter}^  which  raged  like 
the  pkgue.  For  a corfiderable  time  140  men  died  weekly, 
and  Scdgewicke  himleif  at  length  pcriihed  in  the  general 
carnage. 

The  Prctedlcr,  as  foon  as  he  had  received  information  or 
the  diRracRed  and  calamitous  Rate  of  the  colony,  exerted  him- 
felf,  with  his  ufual  vigour,  to  afford  it  relief.  Provilions  and 
neceffaries  of  all  kinds  were  Ihipped  without  delay;  and  Crom- 
well, diRruRful  it  is  faid  of  D'Oyley’s  attachment,  fupeneded 
him,  by  granting  a commiflion  ot'  commander  in  chief  of 
Jamaica,  to  Col.  Brayne,  governor  of  Lochabar  in  Scotland. 
This  gentleman,  with  a fleet  of  tranfports,  and  a reinforce- 
ment of  one  thoufand  recruits,  failed  from  Port  Patrick,  the 
beginning  of  Odlober  1656,  and  arrived  at  Jamaica  in  De- 
cember following.  Col.  Humphreys  with  his  regiment,  co'n- 
flRing  of  830  men,  had  landed,  fome  time  before,  from  Eng- 
land; and  Stokes,  governor  of  Nevis,  with  1 500  perfons  col- 
lected in  the  Windward  Iflands,  had  reached  Jamaica,  and 
begun  an  eRabliRiment  near  to  the  Port  of  Morant,  where 
fome  of  Stokes’s  defendants,  of  the  fame  name,  poffefs  at 
this  day  confiderable  property.  Another  regiment,  commanded 
by  Col.  Moore,  arrived  in  the  beginning  of  1657  from  Ireland, 
and  fome  induRrious  planters  followed  foon  afterwards  from 
New  England  and  Bermudas. 

Brayne’s  firR  accounts  are  very  difeouraging.  He  com- 
plains that  he  found  all  things  in  the  utmoR  confuflon ; that 
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violent  animofities  fubfifted  among  the  troops ; and,  above  all, 
that  there  was  a great  want  of  men  cordial  to  the  buf.nefs ; fuch 
is  his  expreflion.  He  defires  a remittance  of  5000,  to  ena- 
ble him  to  eredt  fortifications,  and  a further  fuppiy  of  provi- 
fions  for  fix  months ; flrenuoufly  recommending,  at  the  fame 
time,  a general  liberty  of  trade  betv/een  the  illand  and  all  na- 
tions in  amity  with  England  j an  indulgence  which  he  thinks 
would  fpeedily  encourage  planters  enough  to  fettle  in,  and  im- 
prove, the  country. 

But  Brayne,  though  a man  of  fagacity  and  penetration, 
wanted  firmnefs  and  fortitude.  The  troops  fiiill  continued 
unhealthy,  and  ficknefs  fpreading  rapidly  amongfi:  the  new 
comers,  Brayne,  alarmed  for  his  own  fafety,  became  as  little 
cordial  to  the  bulinofs  of  fettling  as  the  reft,  hie  prayed  mioft 
earneftly  for  perrnifiicn  to  return  to  England.  In  the  mean 
whfie,  by  way  (as  he  v/rites)  of  precaution  againft  a fever, 
he  weakened  himfelf  to  a great  degree  by  copious  blood- 
letting ; a pradtic  e which  probably  proved  fatal  to  him ; for 
he  died  at  the  end  of  ten  months  after  his  arrival.  A few 
days  before  his  death,  finding  himfelf  in  imminent  danger, 
he  fent  to  D’Oyley,  and  formally  transferred  his  authority 
to  that  officer.  D’Oyley  happily  pofiTefted  all  tbofe  qualifica-* 
tions  in  which  Brayne  was  deficient  i yet  he  entered  on  his 
charge  with  reludtance ; for,  having  already  been  rougidy  fuper- 
feded  by  the  Proted'or,  he  expedted  perhaps  fuch  another  dif- 
miffion.  In  the  letters  which  he  addrefted  to  Cromwell  and 
Fleetwood,  on  the  event  of  Brayne’s  deceafe,  he  exprefies  him- 
felf with  propriety  and  dignity.  “ Your  highnefs,”  he  obferves 
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to  Cromwell,  is  not  to  be  told  how  difficult  it  is  to  command 
an  army  without  pay,  and  I tremble  to  think  of  the  difcontents 
I am  to  llruggle  withal,  until  the  return  of  your  commands ; 
though  I blefs  God  I have  the  affetflion  of  tlie  .people  here, 
beyond  any  that  ever  yet  commanded  them;  and  a fpirit  of 
my  own  not  to  link  under  the  weight  of  unreafonable  difcon- 
tents.” To  Fleetwood  he  writes,  “ I would  have  refufed 
to  accept  of  this  command,  if  I could  have  quitted  with  ho- 
nour and  faithfulnefs  to  my  country;  but  I am  now  refolved 
to  go  through,  until  I receive  further  orders  from  his  highnefs, 
or  a difcharge  from  him,  which  I humbly  defire  your  lordffiip 
to  effedl  for  me.  Honours  and  riches  are  not  the  things  I 
aim  at.  I blefs  God  I have  a foul  much  above  them.  Pray, 
my  lord,  decline  your  greatnefs,  and  command  your  fecretary 
to  give  me  an  anfwer ; for  if  I were  difrobed  of  all  my  titles 
of  honour  and  great  command,  yet  )X)u  know  that  I am  a gen- 
tleman, and  a faithful  friend  to  my  country.” 

It  was  fortunate  for  his  country  that  his  refignation  was  not 
accepted,  and  that  the  Protedlor,  fenfible  at  length  of  the 
ability  and  merit  of  this  brave  man,  confirmed  him  in  his 
command.  To  the  exertions  of  D’Oyley,  feconded  and  fup- 
ported  by  the  affedlion  which  his  foldiers,  under  all  their 
difficulties  and  difirelfes,  manifefied  on  every  occafiort  towards 
him,  we  ow^e  at  this  day  the  poffeffion  of  Jamaica ; the  recap- 
ture whereof  by  the  Spaniards,  towards  the  end  of  the  year  1 657, 
became  to  them  an  objedl  of  great  national  concern.  Its  defence- 
lefs  Rate,  tlie  diflatisfadtion  of  the  Englilh  troops,  and  the 
exertions  making  by  Cromwell  to  afford  them  relief,  as  well  as 
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to  augment  their  numbers,  led  the  governor  of  Cuba  to  be- 
lieve, that  the  jundure  was  then  arrived  for  retrieving  the 
honour  of  his  country,  by  the  reftoration  of  this  ifland  to  its 
dominion.  Having  communicated  to  the  viceroy  of  Mexico,  a 
fcheme  built  on  this  idea,  and  received  the  fandion  and  fup- 
port  of  that  officer,  he  made  preparations  for  a formidable  in- 
vafion,  and.  appointed  Don  Chriilopher  Safi  Arnoldo,  who  had 
been  governor  of  Jamaica  at  the  time  of  its  capture,  to  take 
the  condud  and  command  of  the  enterprize. 

On  the  eighth  of  May  1658,  thirty  companies  of  Spaniili 
infantry  landed  at  Rio  Nuevo,  a fmall  harbour  on  the  north 
fide  of  the  ifland.  They  were  provided  with  eight  months  pro- 
vilions,  ordnance  and  ammunition  of  all  kinds,  and  they  brought 
engineers  and  artificers  for  eroding  extenfive  fortifications. 
Twelve  days  had  elapfed  before  D’Oyley  knew  of  their  landing, 
and  fix  weeks  more  intervened  by  the  time  that  he  was  able 
to  approach  them  by  fea.  During  this  interval,  the  Spaniards 
had  eflablifhed  themfelves  in  great  force;  but  D’Oyley  at  length 
reaching  Rio  Nuevo,  with  feven  hundred  and  fifty  of  his  befl- 
difciplined  foldiers,  attacked  them  in  their  entrenchments ; 
carried  by  affault  a ftrong  fortrefs  which  they  had  eroded  on 
an  eminence  over  the  harbour;  and  compelled  the  late  unfortu- 
nate governor  to  get  back  as  he  could  to  Cuba,  after  the  lofs 
of  all  his  ftores,  ordnance,  ammunition  and  colours,  and  of  one 
half  the  forces  which  he  bad  brought  with  him.  Few  vidories 
have  been  more  decifiye ; nor  does  hiftory  furnifh  many  in- 
flances  of  greater  military  fkill  and  intrepidity,  than  thofe  which 
were  difplayed  by  the  Englifli  on  this  occafion. 
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BOOK  After  fo  fignal  a defeat,  the  Spaniards  made  no  effort  of 
^ confcqueiice  to  reclaim  Jam.aica.  A party  of  the  ancient  Spa- 
nidi  inhabitants,  however,  ftill  lurked  in  the  woods,  and  Safi, 
their  governor,  had  returned  to  diare  their  fortunes  f but  a 
body  of  their  fugitive  negroes  having  furrendercd  to  D’Oyley 
on  the  promife  of  freedom,  thefe  wretches  informed  him  where 
their  late  mafters  were  fheltered ; and  joined  fome  troops  that 
were  fent  in  purfuit  of  them  : thus  the  poor  Spaniards  were 
entirely  routed,  and  the  few  that  furvived,  by  efcaping  to  Cuba, 
took  their  lad:  farewel  of  a country,  their  fond  attachment  to 
which,  it  is  not  poflible  to  refledt  on,  without  emotions  of 
pity. 


By  the  wife,  d:eady  and  provident  adminiftration  of  D’Oyley, 
the  affairs  of  the  idand  began  at  length  to  wear  a more  promi- 
ling  afpedt.  The  army  was  now  become  tolerably  healthy. 
Some  fuccefsful  efforts  in  railing  Indian  corn,  caffavi,  tobacco, 
and  cacao,  had  given  encouragement  to  a fpirit  of  planting. 
The  arrival  of  feveral  merchant  diips,  for  the  purpofe  of  traffic, 
contributed  Hill  further  to  the  promotion  of  indudry,  and, 
on  the  whole,  the  dawn  of  future  profperity  began  to  be  vilible. 

But,  as  hath  been  truly  obferved  by  a well-informed 
author  f a J,  nothing  contributed  fo  much  to  the  fettlement  and 
opulence  of  this  idand  in  early  times,  as  the  refort  to  it  of 
thofe  men  called  Bucaniers;  the  wealth  which  they  acquiied 
having  been  fpeedily  traiisferrcd  to  people  whofe  indudry 


(a)  European  Settlements. 


was 
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WJis  employed  in  cultivation  or  commerce.  Of*  that  fingular  CHAP, 
aflbeiation  of  adventureis  it  were  to  be  wifhed  that  a more  ac-  HI. 
Curate  account  could  be  obtained  than  has  hitherto  been  given  : ' ^ 

I will  juft  obferve  in  this  place,  that  fuch  of  them  as  belonged 
to  Jamaica  were  not  thofe  piratical  plunderers  and  publick 
robbers  which  they  are  commonly  reprefented.  A Spanifti 
war,  commenced  on  the  jufteft  grounds  on  the  part  of  the 
Englifti,  ftill  prevailing  in  the  Weft  Indies,  they  Were  furniftied 
with  regular  letters  of  marque  and  reprifal.  After  the  reftora- 
tion  of  Charles  II.  the  king  ordered  that  they  fhould  receive 
every  encouragement  and  protection ; nor,  if  we  may  believe 
Sir  William  Beefton,  (b)  did  his  majefty  difdain' to  become 
a partner  in  the  bucaniering  bufinefs.  It  is  indeed  related, 
that  he  continued  to  exaCt  and  receive  a fhare  of  the  booty, 
even  after  he  had  publickly  iftiied  orders  for  the  fuppreffio^ 
of  this  fpecies  of  hoftility  fej. 

People  of  all  profeflions,  and  from  all  parts  of  the  Britilh 
empire,  now  reforted  to  Jamaica.  The  confufions  which 

(b)  MS.  Journal 

(c)  The  favour  extended  by  the  Icing  to  Henry  Morgan,  the  molt  celebrated 
of  the  Englifh  Bucaniers  (a  man  indeed  of  an  elevated  mind  and  invincible 
courage)  arofe  doubtlefs,  in  a great  meafure,  from  the  gsod  underjlanding  that 
prevailed  between  them  in  the  copartnerlhip  that  I have  mentioned.  When  the 
Earl  of  Carlifle  returned  from  Jamaica,  Morgan  was  appointed  deputy-governor 
and  lieutenant-general  in  his  abfence ; and,  proceeding  himfelf,  at  a fubfequent 
period,  to  England,  he  was  received  very  gracioufly,  and  had  the  honour  of 
knighthood  conferred  on  him  by  his  fovereign.  I hope,  therefore,  and  indeed 
have  good  reafon  to  believe,  that  all  or  moft  of  the  heavy  accufations  which 

\have  been  brought  againft  this  gallant  commander,  of  outrageous  cruelty  to- 
wards his  Spajtifh  captives,  had  no  foundation  in  truth. 
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BOOK  ovcrfpread  England  after  the  death  of  Cromwell,  impelled 
1 1.  many  to  feek  for  fafety  and  quiet  in  the  Plantations.  Some  of 
thofc  men  who  had  diftinguiihed  themfelves  by  their  adlivity, 
in  bringing  their  unhappy  monarch  to  the  fcaffold,  conlidered 
this  ifland  as  a fure  place  of  refuge.  Forefeeing,  from  the 
temper  which  began  to  prevail  amongft  all  ranks  of  people 
in  England,  efpecially  towards  the  beginning  of  the  year  1660, 
that  the  nation  was  united  in  its  wilhes  for  the  re-eftablilhment 
of  the  ancient  frame  of  government,  they  hoped  to  find  that 
fafety  in  a colony  compofcd  of  Cromwell’s  adherents,  which 
they  were  apprehenfive  would  fiiortly  be  denied  them  at 
' home  (d). 

But  altho’  men  of  this  ftamp  were  filently  permitted  to.  fix. 
themfelves  in  the  ifland,  the  general  body  both  of  the  army  and 

(^d)  Some  of  thofe  men  who  had  fat  as  judges  at  the  trial  of  Charles  I.  are 
faid  to  have  become  peaceable  fettlers  here,  and  to  have  remained  after  the  Refto- 
ration  unnoticed  and  unmolefted.  Waite  and  Blagrove  are  reckoned  of  the 
number,  and  General  Harrifon  was  earneftly  preffed  to  follow  their  example ; 
but,  fuitably  to  his  charafter,  he  gloried  in  the  ignominious  death  that  awaited 
him.  After  his  execution,  his  children  fixed  their  fortunes  in  this  ifland,  where 
fome  of  his  defcendants,  in  the  female  line,  are  ftill  living,  in  good  credit,  in  the 
parifh  of  St.  Andrew.  It  is  reported  alfo,  that  the  remains  of  Prefident  Bradfhaw 
were  interred  in  Jamaica ; and  I obferve  in  a fplendid  book,  entitled  Memoirs  of 
‘Thomas  Hollis-^  an  epitaph  which  is  faid  to  have  been  infcribed  on  a cannon 
that  was  placed  on  the  Prefident’s  grave ; but  it  is,  to  my  own  knowledge,  a 
modern  compofition.  Prefident  Bradlhaw  died  in  London,  in  November  1659, 
and  had  a magnificent  funeral  in  Weftminfter  abbey.  A fon  of  Scott,  the  Re- 
gicide, fixed  himfclf  in  this  ifland,  and  fettled  the  plantation  called  Y S in  St. 
Elizabeth.  From  a daughter  of  this  man  was-  defccnded  die  late  alderman  Beck- 
ford. 
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people  caught  the  reviving  flame  of  loyalty,  and  flneerely  CHAP, 
participated  in  the  national  triumph  on  the  king’s  return.  in. 
The  reflored  monarch,  on  his  part,  not  only  overlooked  their  ' * 

pafl:  tranfgreflions,  but  prudently  forbore  alfo  to  awaken  their 
jealoufy,  by  enquiring  after  any  of  thofe  obnoxious  charadlers 
to  whom  they  had  aflbrded  proted:ion.  To  conciliate  the 
afle(ftions  of  the  colonifts,  whofe  valour  had  annexed  fo  impor- 
tant an  appendage  to  his  dominions,  the  king  even  confirmed 
their  favourite  General  in  his  command ; appointing  D’Oyley, 
by  a commiflion  which  bore  date  the  thirteenth  of  February 
1 66 1,  chief  governor  of  the  ifland.  He  was  ordered,  at  the 
fame  time,  to  releafe  the  army  from  military  fubordination,  to 
eredt  courts  of  judicature,  and,  with  the  advice  of  a council, 
to  be  eleBed  by  the  inhabitantSy  to  pafs  laws  fuitable  to  the 
exigencies  of  the  colony. 

This  memorable  appointment  of  General  D’Oyley,  with  a 
council  eledted  by  the  people,  may  be  conlidered  as  the  firfl: 
eflablifhment  of  a regular  civil  government  in  Jamaica,  after  the 
Englifli  had  become  mafters  of  it  j but,  in  order  to  create  full 
confidence  of  fecurity  In  the  minds  of  the  inhabitants,  further 
meafures  were  neceffary  on  the  part  of  the  fovereign ; and  they  - 
were  readily  adopted.  D’Oyley  defiring  to  be  recalled,  the 
Lord  Windfor  was  nominated  in  his  room,  and  diredled  to  pub- 
lifh,  on  his  arrival,  a royal  and  gracious  proclamation,  wherein, 
fpr  the  purpofe  of  encouraging  the  fettlement  of  the  country, 
allotments  of  land  were  offered  under  fuch  terms  as  were  ufual  in 
other  plantations,  with  fuch  farther  convenient  and  fuitable 
privileges  and  immunities,  as  the  grantees  flioiild  re^ifonably 
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BOOK  require.  The  proclamation  then  proceeds  in  the  words  foliow- 
ing:. — “ And  we  do  further  publifli  and  declare,  that  all  the 
children  of  our  natural-born  fubjedls  of  England,  to  be  born 
**  in  Jamaica,  shall,  from  their  respective  births, 
**  BE  reputed  to  be,  AND  SHALL  BE,  FREE  DENIZENS  OF 
**  ENGLAND,  AND  SHALL  HAVE  THE  SAME  PRIVILEGES,  TG^ 
ALL  INTENTS  AND  PURPOSES,  AS  OUR  FREE-BORN  SUB- 
**  JECTS  OF  ENGXAND;  and  that  all  free  perfons  fliall  have 
liberty,  without  interruption,  to  tranfport  themfeives  and  their 
families,  and  any  of  their  goods  (except  only  coin  and  bullion) 
" from  any  of  our  dominions  and  territories  to  the  faid  ifland 
of  Jamaica,  &c  fej/’ — — »Thefe  important  declarations  have 

always. 


(e)  'As  the  reader  may  be  defirous  of  feeing  this  proclamation  at  large,  it  is. 
here  inferted  verbatim. 

“ Dechna  Septima  Pars  Patentium  de  Anno  Regni  Regis  Caroli  Secundi  Ttrtia 

decimo.  Car,  ‘idi,  lyiOi 

A-PROGLAMACO  the  encouraging  of  Planters  4n  his-  Majejiy's' 

if  and  of  Jamaica  in  Weft-Indies. . 

We£  being  fully  fatisfied  that  our  iftand  of  Jamaica,  being  a pleafant  and 
moft  fertile  foyle,  and  fcituate  comodioufly  for  trade  and  commerce,  is  likely, 
through  God’s  bleffing,  to  bee  a greate  benefitt  and  advantage  to  this,  and  other 
our  kingdomes  and  dominions,  have  thought  fitt,  for.encourageirig  of  our  fubjecfts. 
as  well  fuch  as  are  already  upon  the  faid  iftand,  as  ^1  others  that  ftiall  tranfport 
themfeives  thither,  gnd  refide  and  .plant  there,  to  declare  and  publifh,  ^nd  wee 
doe  hereby  declare  and  publifii,  that  thirtie  acres  of  improveable  lands  fhall  bee. 
granted  and  allotted,  to  every  fuch  perfon,  male  or  female,  being  twelve  years 
old,  or  upwards,  who  now  refides,  or  within  two  years  next  enfuing,  fhall  refide 
upon  the  faid  iftand,  and  that -the  fame  fhall  bee  afligned  and  fett  out  by  the* 
governor  and  councell,  within  fix  weekes  next  after  notice  fhall  bee  given,  irr, 
writing,  fubfcribcd  by  fuch  planter  or  planters,  or  fome  of  tliem  in  behalfe  of 
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dways  been  juflly  confidered,  by  the  inhabitants  of  Jamaica,  C H A P. 
as  a folemn  recognition  and  confirmation  by  the  crown,  of 
thofe  rights  which  are  inherent  in,  and  unalienable  from,  the  ' ^ 

perfon  of  a fiabjecl  of  England,  and  of  which,  fo  long  as  he  pre- 

ferves 


d. 

o 

u 

c 

CJ 

c 

fX, 

CO 

> 

the  reft,  to  the  governor  or  fuch  officer  as  hee  ftiall  appoint  in  that  behalfe,  fignify- 
ing  their  refolutions  to  plant  there,  and  when  they  intend  to  bee  on  the  place ; 
and  in  cafe  they  doe  not  goe  thither,  with  in  fix  months  then  next  enfuing,  the 
faid  allotment  fhall  be  void,  and  free  to  bee  affigned  to  any  other  planter,  and 
that  every  perfon  and  perfons  to  whom  fuch  affignment  fhall  bee  made,  fhall 
hold  and  enjoy  the  faid  lands,  foe  to  bee  affigned,  and  all  houfes,  edifices,  buildings 
and  inclofures  thereupon  to  bee  built  or  made,  to  them  and  their  heirs  forever, 
by  and  under  fuch  tenures  as  is  ufual  in  other  plantations  fubjecl  to  us.  Never- 
thelefie-they  are  to  bee  obliged  to  ferve  in  armies  up#n  any  infurreiftion,  mutiny, 
or  fonaine  invafion,  and  that  the  faid  affignments  and  allotments  fhall  be  made 
and  confirmed  under  the  publique  fcale  of  the  faid  ifland,  with  power  to  create 
any  manner  or  manners,  and  with  fuch  convenient  and  fuitable  priveledges 
and  imunities  as  the  grantee  fhall  reafonably  defire  and  require,  and  a draught 
of  fuch  affignment  fliall  bee  prepared  by  our  learned  councell  in  the  lawe,  and 
delivered  to  the  governor  to  that  purpofe,  and  that  all  fifhings  and  pifcHaries,  , 
and  all  copper,  lead,  tin,  iron,  coales  and  all  other  mines  (except  gold' and  filver) 
within  fuch  refpeefive  allotments  fhall  bee  enjoyed  by  the  grantees  thereof, , . 
referving  only  a twervtieth  part  of  the  produdt  of  the  faid  mines  to  our  ufc.  . And 
v/ee  doe  further  publifh  and  declare,  that  all  children  of  any  of  our  naturall-borne 
fubjefts  of  England^  to  bee  borne  in  'Jamaica^  fhall  from  their  refpeiftive  births,-, 
bee  reputed  to  bee,  and  fhall  bee,  free  Denizens  of  England',  and  fhall  have  the 
fame  priveledges,  to  all  intents  and  purpofes,  as  our.free-borne  fubjeffs  of  England, 
and  that  all  free  perfons  fhall  have  libertie  witliout  Interruption,  to  tranfport, 
themfelves,  and  their  families  and  any  their  goods  (except  onley  coyne  and  bullion)., 
from  any  our  dominions  and  territories  to  the  faid  ifland  of  'Jamaica.  And  wee 
doo  ftriclly  charge  and  command  all  planters,  foldiers  and,  others,  upon  the  faid 
ifland,  to  yield  obedience  to  the  lawfuil  command's  of  our  right  trufty  and 
welbelqved  Thomas  Lord  Windfor,  now  our  governor  cf  oUr  faid  ifland,  and  to 
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BOOK  ferves  his  allegiance,  emigration  for  the  benefit  of  the  ftate  cannot, 
n*  and  furely  ought  not,  to  divefi:  him.  Purfuant  to,  and  in  the 
fpirit  of  the  proclamation,  the  governor  was  inftrudled  to  call 
an  affembly,  to  be  indifferently  chofen  by  the  people  at  large, 
that  they  might  pafs  laws  for  their  own  internal  regulation 
and  government ; a privilege,  which  being  enjoyed  by  fuch  of 
their  fellow  fubjecls  as  remained  within  the  realm,  it  is  prefumed 
they  had  an  undoubted  right  to  exercife,  with  this  limitation 
only,  that  the  laws  which  they  fhould  pafs,  were  not  fubverfivc 
of  their  dependance  on  the  parent  ffate  (f). 

To  thefe  feveral  teflimonies  of  royal  juftice  and  favour 
towards  the  new  colonift s,  may  be  added  the  additional  fecurity 
obtained  for  them  by  the  American  treaty,  concluded  and  figned 
at  Madrid  in  the  month  of  June  1670.  For,  after  the  refto- 
ration,  doubts  were  raifed  by  die  partizans  of  royalty,  whether, 

fevery  other  governor  thereof  for  the  tyme  being,  under  paine  of  our  diijjleafure 
V and  fuch  penalties  as  may  bee  inflicted  thereupon.  Given  at  our  courte  at 

Whitehall,  the  fourteenth  day  ^December.  P\  ipm'.  Regem. 

This  is  a true  copy  of  the  original  record  remaining  in  the  Chappie  of  the  Rollsj 
having  been  examined  by  me  Henry  Rooke,  CP  of  the  Rolls. 

VERA-COP  U. 

(f)  His  Majefty  was  likewife  pleafed  to  favour  the  ifland  with  a broad  fcal 
with  the  following  arms,  viz.  a crofs  gules  charged  with  five  pine-apples  in  a 
field  argent;  fupporters^  two  Indians  plum’d  and  condaled;  creji-,  an  alligator 
'.viyant.  The  inlcription  in  the  orb, 

Ecce  alium  Ramos  porrexitin  orbentt 
Ncc  fterilis  eft  crux. 
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as  the  elevation  of  Cromwell  was  adjudged  an  ufurpation,  the  CHAP, 
conquefts  which  had  been  made  under  the  fandion  of  his 
authority,  could  be  rightfully  maintained  by  a kingly  govern- 
ment ? Although  nothing  could  well  be  more  futile  than  thefe 
fuggeftions,  it  was  neverthelefs  thought  neceffary  to  guard 
againfl:  the-conclulions  which  Spain  might  deduce  from  them. 

This  precaution  partly  gave  rife  to  the  feventh  article  of  the 
treaty  above  referred  to,  which  is  conceived  in  the  words 
following,  viz.  “ The  King  of  Great  Britain,  his  heirs  and 
**  fucceffors,  fhall  have,  hold  and  poffefs,  for  ever,  with  full 
“ right  of  fovereign  dominion,  property  and  polTeffion,  all  lands, 

“ countries,  iflands,  colonies  and  dominions  whatever,  fituated 
* in  the  Weft  Indies,  or  any  part  of  America,  which  the  faid 

king  of  Great  Britain  and  his  fubjedls,  do,  at  this  prefent, 

hold  and  poffefs ; fo  that  in  regard  thereof,  or  upon  any 
“ colour  or  pretence  whatever,  nothing  may  or  ought  ever 
**  to  be  urged,  nor  any  queftion  or  controverfy  moved  concern- 
“ ing  the  fame  hereafter  fg)»* 

H iTHERTO,  it  muft  be  admitted  that  the  fovereign  au- 
thority was  properly  exerted  in  defence  of  the  juft  rights  of 
the  crown,  and  in  fecuring  to  its  diftant  fubjedts  the  en- 
joyment of  their  poffeftions  j but  unhappily  Charles  II. 
had  neither  fteadinefs  nor  integrity.  About  the  period 

(g)  From  this  recital  may  be  feen  the  folly  of  the  very  prevalent  notion,  that 
the  fovereigns  of  Spain,  or  fome  of  their  fubjeds,  ftill  keep  up  pretenfions 
to  Jamaica,  or  claim  property  therein,  as  not  having  been  formally  ceded  to  the 
crown  of  England. 
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of  the  American  treaty,  a fcheme  having  been  formed 
by  him,  or  his  mlniftry,  for  fabverting  the  liberties  of  the 
people  at  home,  it  is  the  lefs  wonderful,  that  the  pri- 
vileges enjoyed  by  the  colonifts  abroad,  fliould_  have  been 
regarded  by  the  king  with  a jealouf}^  which,  encreafing  with 
the  encreafe  of  their  numbers,  broke  out  at  length  into  adls  of 
open  hoftility  and  violence  towards  them. 

In  the  beginning  of  1678,  the  florm  fell  on  Jamaica.  A 
new  fyftem  of  legiflation  was  adopted  for  this  ifland,  founded 
nearly  on  the  model  of  the  Irith  conflitution  under  Poynings's 
adt ; and  the  Earl  of  Carlifle  was  appointed  chief  governor  for 
the  purpofe  of  enforcing  it.  A body  of  laws  was  prepared 
by  the  privy  council  of  England,  among  the  reft  a bill  for 
fettling  a perpetual  revenue  on  the  crown,  which  his  Icrdfhip 
was  diredled  to  offer  to  the  affembly,  requiring  them  to  adopt 
the  whole  code,  without  amendment  or  alteration.  In  future 
the  heads  of  all  bills  (money  bills  excepted)  were  to  be  fug- 
gefted  in  the  firft  inftance  by  the  governor  and  council,  and 
tranfmitted  to  his  majefty  to  be  approved  or  rejedled  at  home  ; 
on  obtaining  the  royal  confirmation,  they  were  to  be  returned 
under  the  great  feal  in  the  fhape  of  laws,  and  paffed  by  the 
general  affembly  j which  was  to  be  convened  for  no  other 
purpofe  than  that,  and  the  bufinefs  of  voting  the  ufual  fupplies ; 
ujilefs  in  confequence  of  fpecial  orders  from  England. 

If  we  refledt  only  on  the  diflancc  of  Jamaica  from  Great 
Britain,  we  may  pronounce,  without  hefitation,  that  it  was 
impoffible  for  the  colony  to  exifl  under*  fuch  a conflitution 
X and 
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and  fyflem  of  government.  What  mifcondudl  on  the  part  of  CHAP, 
the  inhabitants,  or  what  fecret'  expedtation  on  the  part  of  the  ^ , 

crown,  originally  gave  birth  to  this  project,  it  is  now  difficult 
to  determine.  The  moft  probable  opinion  is  this. — In  the 
year  1663,  the  affembly  of  Barbadoes  were  prevailed  on,  by  very 
unjuftifiable  means,  as  will  hereafter  be  fhewn,  to  grant  an  in- 
ternal revenue  to  the  crown,  of  4f  per  cent,  on  the  grofs  ex- 
ported produce  of  that  ifland  for  ever.  It  is  not  unlikely  that 
the  fteady  refufal  of  the  Jamaica  planters  to  burthen  themfelves 
and  their  pofterity  with  a limilar  impolition,  exciting  the  re- 
fentment  of  the  king,  firft  fuggefled  the  idea  of  depriving  them 
of  thofe  conftitutional  franchifes  which  alone  could  give  fecu- 
rity  and  value  to  their  poffeffions.  Happily  for  the  prefent 
inhabitants,  neither  fecret  intrigue  nor  undifguifed  violence 
were  fuccefsful.  Their  gallant  anceftors  tranfmitted  to  their 
pofterity  their  eftates  unincumbered  with  fuch  a tax,  and  their 
political  rights  unimpaired  by  the  fyftem  of  government  at- 
tempted to  be  forced  on  them.  “ The  affembly  (fays  Mr.  Long) 
rejedted  the  new  conftitution  with  indignation.  No  threats 
could  frighten,  no  bribes  could  corrupt,  nor  arts  nor  arguments 
perfuade  them  to  confent  to  laws  that  would  enflave  their 
pofterity.”  Let  me  add,  as  a tribute  of  juft  acknowledgment 
to  the  noble  efforts  of  this  gentleman’s  great  anceftor,  CoL 
Long,  that  it  was  to  hiniy  Jamaica  was  principally  indebted 
for  its  deliverance.  As  chief  judge  of  the  ifland,  and  member 
of  the  council,  he  exerted,  on  this  important  occafion,  the  • 
powers  with  which  he  was  invefted,  with  fuch  ability  and 
fortitude,  in  defence  of  the  people,  as  to  baffle  and  finally  * 

overpower  every  effort  to  enflave  them.  The  governor,  after 
V©L.  I.  A a difinifflng 
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BOOK  difmiffing  him  from  the  pofls  which  he  had  filled  with  fuch 
honour  to  himfelf,  and  advantage  to  the  publick,  conveyed 
him  a ftate  prifoner  to  England.  Thefe  delpotick  meafures 
were  ultimately  productive  of  good.  Col.  Long,  being  heard 
before  the  king  and  privy  council,  pointed  out  with  fuch  force 
of  argument,  the  evil  tendency  of  the  meafures  which  had  been 
purfued,  that  the  Englifii  miniftry  reluctantly  fubmitted.  The 
afiembly  had  their  deliberative  powers  reftored  to  them,  and 
Sir  Thomas  Lynch,  who  had  prefided  in  the  ifland  as  lieu- 
tenant-governor from  1 670  to  1 674,  very  much  to  the  fatis- 
faCtion  of  the  inhabitants,  was  appointed  captain-general  and 
chief  governor  in  the  room  of  Lord  Carlifle  (h). 

It  might  have  been  hoped  that  all  poflible  caufe  of  future 
contefi:  with  the  crown,  on  the  queftion  of  political  rights, 
was  now  happily  obviated;  but  the  event  proved  that  this 
expectation  was  fallacious.  Although  the  alTembly  had  re- 
covered the  ineftimable  privilege  of  framing  fuch  laws  for  their 
internal  government  as  their  exigencies  might  require,  of 
which  doubtlefs  themfelves  alone  were  competent  to  judge, 
and  although  it  was  not  alledged  that  the  laws  which  they 
had  paired,  as  wdl  before,  as  after  the  re-eftablilhment  of  their 
rights,  were  repugnant  to  thofe  of  the  mother-country,  yet 
the  royal  confirmation  of  a great  part  of  them  had  been  con- 

{h)  1 have  fubjoined,  as  an  appendix  to  this  book,  <<  an  Hiftoricd  Account  of 
“ the  Conftitution  of  Jamaica,”  by  a late  Chief  Governor  of  diftinguifhed  abilities, 
wherein  the  particulars  of  Lord  Carlifle’s  adminiftration  are  detailed  at  large.— 
This  hiftorical  account  is  now  puUifhed  for  the  firft  time,  and  cannot  fail  of 
proving  extremely  acceptable  to  the  reader. 

ftantly 
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(lantly  refufed,  and  ftill  continued  to  be  withheld.  It  was  CHAP, 
indeed  admitted,  that  the  Englifh  who  captured  the  ifland, 
carried  with  them  as  their  birth-right,  the  law  of  England  as 
it  then  flood  j but  much  of  the  Englifli  law  was  inapplicable 
to  the  fituation  and  condition  of  the  new  colonifls ; and  it  was 
contended  that  they  had  no  right  to  any  ftatute  of  the  Britilh 
parliament,  which  had  pafled  fubfequent  to  their  emigration, 
unlefs  its  provifions  were  fpecially  extended  to  the  colony  by 
name.  The  courts  of  judicature  within  the  ifland,  had  how- 
ever, from  necefllty,  admitted  many  fuch  flatutes  to  be  pleaded, 
and  grounded  feveral  judgments  and  important  determinations 
upon  them ; and  the  aflTembly  had  paflfed  bills  adopting  feveral 
of  the  Englifh  flatutes  which  did  not  otherwife  bind  the  ifland ; 
but  feveral  of  thofe  bills,  when  fent  home  for  the  royal  con- 
firmation, and  thofe  judgments  and  determinations  of  the  courts 
of  law,  when  brought  by  appeal  before  the  king  and  council, 
though  not  difallowed,  remained  unconfirmed ; and  in  this 
unfettled  flate,  the  affairs  of  Jamaica  were  fuffered  to  remain 
for  the  fpace  of  fifty  years. 

The  true  caufe  of  fuch  Inflexibility  on  the  part  of  the  crown, 
was  no  other  than  the  old  flory  of  revenue.  For  the  purpofe, 
as  it  was  pretended,  of  defraying  the  expence  of  ereding  and 
repairing  fortifications,  and  for  anfwering  fome  other  publick 
contingencies,  the  miniflers  of  Charles  II.  had  procured,  as  hath 
been  obferved,  from  the  affembly  of  Barbadoes,  and  indeed  from 
moft  of  the  other  Britifli  Weft  Indian  colonies,  the  grant  of  a 
perpetual  internal  revenue.  The  refufal  of  Jamaica,  to  concur 
in  a fimilar  eftablifhment,  the  punifhment  provided  for  her 
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contumacy,  and  the  means  of  her  deliverance,  have  been  al- 
ready Hated  j but  it  was  found  that  the  lenity  of  the  crown 
in  relinquilhing  the  fyftem  of  eompulfion,  was  expefted  to 
produce  the  effed  which  oppreffion  had  failed  to  accomplifli. 
The  Englilh  government  claimed  a return  from  the  people 
of  Jamaica,  for  having  dropt  an  oppreffive  and  pernicious 
projeft,  as  if  it  had  actually  conferred  upon  them  a pofitive 
and  permanent  benefit ; a claim  which  all  the  Britifh  minifters, 
from  the  refloration  of  King  Charles  to  the  reign  of  George  II. 
very  cordially  juftified. 

The  affembly  however  remained  unconvinced.  Among 
other- objections,  they  pleaded  that  the  money  granted  by  the 
Ifland  of  Barbadoes  was  notorioufly  appropriated  to  purpofes 
widely  different  from  thofe  for  which  it  was  exprefsly  given ; 
and  they  demanded  fome  pledge  or  fecurity  againft  a limilar 
mifapplication  j in  cafe  they  fhould  fubjeCt  their  country  to  a 
permanent  and  irrevocable  tax.  The  miniffers  refufed  to  give 
any  fatisfa<ffion  in  this  particular  j and  finding  the  affembly 
were  equally  refolute  to  pafs  their  fupply  bills  from  year  to 
year  only,  as  ufual,  advifed  the  fovereign,  from  a fpirit  of  vin- 
dictive policy,  to  wave  the  confirmation  of  the  laws,  and  to 
fuffer  the  adminiftration  of  juftice  in  the  ifland,  to  remain  on 
the  precarious  footing  that  I have  defcribed. 

Such  was  the  adtual  fituation  of  Jamaica  until  the  year  1728, 
when  a compromife  was  happily  effected.  In  that  year  the 
affembly  confented  to  fettle  on  the  crown  a ftanding  irrevocable 
revenue  of  ,^.8,000  per  annum,  on  certain  conditions,  to  which 
the  crown  agreed,  and  of  which  the  following  are  the  principal: 
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ift.  That  the  quit-rents  arifing  within  the  ifland  (then  CHAP, 
eftimated  at  £.  1,460  per  annum)  fhould  conftitute  a part  of  , 
fuch  revenue.  2dly.  That  the  body  of  their  laws  fhould  receive 
the  royal  alTcnt.  And,  3dly.  That  **  all  fuch  laws  and  ftatutes 
**  of  England,  as  had  been  at  any  time  efteemed,  introduced, 

‘‘  ufed,  accepted,  or  received,  as  laws  in  the  ifland,  fhould  be 
“ and  continue  laws  of  Jamaica  for  ever.”  The  revenue  aft, 
with  this  important  declaration  therein,  was  accordingly  pafled, 
and  its  confirmation  by  the  king,  put  an  end  to  a contefl;  no  lefs 
difgraceful  to  the  government  at  home,  than  injurious  to  the 
people  within  the  ifland. 

I HAVE  thus  endeavoured,  with  as  much  brevity  as  the  fub- 
jed:  would  admit,  to  trace  the  political  conftitution  of  Jamaica 
from  infancy  to  maturity;  but  although  its  parentage  and  prin- 
ciples are  Britilh,  its  outward  form  has  been  modified  and 
regulated  by  many  unforefeen  events,  and  local  circumflances. 

In  its  prefent  appearance,  and  adual  exercife,  however,  it  fo 
nearly  refembles  the  fyftem  of  government  in  the  other  Britifli 
Weft  India  Iflands,  that  one  general  defeription  (which  I re- 
ferve  fer  a fubfequent.part  of  my  work)  will  comprehend  the 
whole,  A minute  detail  of  local  occurrences  and  internal 
politicks,  would  not,  I prefume,  be  interefling  to  the  general 
reader. 


In  the  year  1687  Chriftopher  Duke  of  Albermarle  was  appointed  chief 
governor  of  Jamaica.  This  nobleman  was  the  only  furviving  fon  and  heir  of 
General  Monk,  who  had  reftored  Charles  II.  and  I mention  him  principally  as 
exhibiting  a ftriking  inftance  of  the  inftability  of  human  greatnefs.  The  father 
had  been  gratified  with  the  higheft  rewards  that  a fovereign  could  beftow  on  a 
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B O O IC  fubje£l: ; a dukedom,  the  garter,  and  a princely  fortune;  and  the  fon,  reduced  to 
II.  beggary  by  vice  and  extravagance,  was  driven  to  the  neceflity  of  imploring  bread 
~ from  James  II.  The  king,  to  be  freed  from  his  importunities,  gave  him  the 
government  of  Jamaica;  where,  dying  childlefs,  a fhort  time  after  his  arrival,  his 
honours  were  extinguiflied  with  his  life.  The  noble  duke  lived  long  enough 
however  to  colledl  a confiderable  fum  of  money  for  his  creditors ; for  entering 
into  partnerfhip  with  Sir  William  Phipps;  who  had  difcovered  the  wreck  of  a 
Spanifli  Plate  (hip,  which  had  been  ftranded  in  1659,  on  a Ihoal  to  the  north-eaft 
of  Hiipaniola,  they  fent  out  floops  from  Jamaica,  provided  with  fkilful  divers,  to 
fearch  for  the  hidden  treafure,  and  are  faid  to  have  adlually  recovered  twenty-fix 
tons  of  filver.  The  conduct  of  this  noble  governor,  on  his  arrival,  affords  many 
curious  inftances  of  the  arbitrary  principles  of  the  times ; among  others,  the 
following  is  not  the  leaft  remarkable. — Having  called  an  affembly,  his  grace  dif- 
folved  them  abruptly,  becaufe  one  of  the  members,  in  a debate,  repeated  the 
old  adage,  falus  popuU  Juprema  lex.  His  grace  afterwards  took  the  member 
into  cuftody,  and  caufed  him  to  be  fined  600  for  this  offence.  With 
his  grace  came  over  Father  Thomas  Churchill,  a Romifii  pallor,  fent  out  by 
James  II.  to  convert  the  ifland  to  popery;  but  his  grace’s  death,  and  the  revolu- 
tion in  1688,  blafted  the  good  father’s  proje£l.  The  dutchefs  accompanied  her 
' hufband ; a circumftance  which  the  fpeaker  of  the  affembly  in  his  firft  addrefs 

expatiated  upon  in  a high  ftrain  of  eloquence.  “ It  is  an  honour  (faid  he)  which 
the  opulent  kingdoms  of  Mexico  and  Peru  could  never  arrive  at,  and  even 
Columbus’s  ghoji  would  be  appeafed  for  all  the  indignities  he  endured  of  the  Spaniards^ 
could  he  but  know  that  his  own  beloved  foil  was  hallowed  by  fuch  footjeps  ! Having 
mentioned  this  lady,  the  reader,  I am  perfuaded,  will  pardon  me  for  adding  the 
following  particulars  of  her  hillory.  On  the  death  of  the  duke,  her  firft  hulband, 
his  grace’s  coadjutors  in  the  diving  bufinefs  (many  of  whom  had  been  bucaniers) 
complained  that  they  had  not  received  their  full  lhare  of  the  prize-money,  and  her 
grace  who  had  got  poffelTion  of  the  treafure,  refufing  to  part  with  a Ihilling,  they 
formed  a fcheme  to  feize  her  perfon  in  the  king’s  houfe  in  Spanilh  Town,  and 
carry  her  off.  Luckily  Ihe  received  fome  intimation  of  the  plot  a day  or  two 
befofe  it  was  to  have  been  carried  into  execution,  and  communicated  her  apprc- 
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henfions  to  the  Houfe  of  Aflembly,  who  thereupon  appointed  a formidable  com- 
mittee of  their  ableft  bodied  members  to  guard  her  perfon  by  day  and  night,  until 
(he  was  fafely  embarked  in  one  of  the  king’s  ftiips.  She  arrived  in  England,  in 
the  Afliftance  man  of  war,  with  all  her  treafure,  the  beginning  of  June  1688, 
and  feme  years  afterwards  fell  Into  a ftate  of  mental  imbecility,  in  the  progrefs 
of  which  fhe  pleafed  herfelf  with  the  notion,  that  the  Emperor  of  China  having 
heard  of  her  immenfe  riches  w'as  coming  to  pay  his  addrefles  to  her.  She  even 
made  magnificent  preparations  for  his  reception.  As  flie  was  perfedlly  gentle 
and  good-humoured  in  her  lunacy,  her  attendants  not  only  encouraged  her 
in  her  folly,  but  contrived  alfo  to  turn  it  to  good  account,  by  perfuading  a needy 
peer  (the  firft  duke  of  Montague)  to  perfonate  his  Chinefe  majefty,  and  de- 
ceive her  into  wedlock,  which  he  adlually  did  j and  with  greater  fuccefs  than 
honefty,  or,  I fliould  imagine,  even  the  law  would  warrant,  got  polTeflion  by  this 
means  of  her  wealth,  and  then  confined  her  as  a lunatick.  Cibber,  the  comedian, 
who  thought  it  a good  jeft,  introduced  the  circumftance  on  the  ftage,  and  it 
forms  a feene  in  his  play,  called  the  Sick  Lady  Cured.  Her  grace  furvived  fier 
hulband,  the  pretended  emperor,  for  many  years,  and  died  in  .1734,  at  the  great 
age  of  98.  Her  frenzy  remained  however  to  the  laft,  and  flic  was  ferved  ou 
the  knee  as  Emprefs  of  China  to  the  day  of  her  death. 

In  the  month  of  June  1692,  happened  that  tremendous  earthquake  which 
fwallowed  up  great  part  of  Port  Royal.  A defeription  of  it,  dreadfully  minute, 
may  be  found  in  the  Philofophical  Tranfadlionsj  but  it  is  not  generally  known 
that  the  town  was  chiefly  built  on  a bank  of  fand,  adhering  to  a rock  in  the  fea, 
and  that  a very  flight  concuflion,  aided  by  the  weight  of  the  buildings,  would  pro- 
bably have  accompliflied  its  deftrudbon.  I am  inclined  therefore  to  fufpedl  that 
the  defeription  of  the  fliock  Is  much  exaggerated.  The  inhabitants  were  fcarcely 
recovered  from  the  terrors  occafioned  by  the  earthquake,  when  they  were  alarmed 
with  an  account  of  an  intended  invafion  by  an  armament  from  Hifpaniola,  com- 
manded by  Monf.  Du  CalTe,  the  governor  of  that  ifland,  in  perfon.  Accordingly, 
on  the  17th  of  June  1694,  a fleet  of  three  men  of  war  and  twenty  privateers 
(having  on  board  1,500  land  forces)  appeared  off  Cow  Bay,  where  eight  hundred 
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of  the  foldlers  were  landed,  with  orders  to  defolate  the  country  as  far  as  Port 
Horant.  Thefe  barbarians  obeyed  their  inftrudlions  to  the  full  extent.  They 
not  only  fet  fire  to  every  fettlement  they  came  to,  but  tortured  their  prifoners 
in  the  moft  fhocking  manner,  and  murdered  great  numbers  in  cold  blood,  after 
m.aking  them  behold  the  violation  of  their  wives  by  their  own  negroes.  Such 
at  leaft  is  the  account  tranfmitted  by  Sir  William  Beefton,  the  governor,  to  the 
fecretary  of  ftate.  Unfortunately,  the  militia  of  this  part  of  the  country  had 
been  drawn  off  to  guard  the  capital;  whereby  the  French  continued  their  ra- 
vages without  refiftance,  and  having  fet  fire  to  all  the  plantations  within  their 
reach,  and  feized  about  one  thoufand  negroes,  Dii  Cafle  failed  to  leeward,  and 
anchored  in  Carlifle  Bay,  in  the  parifli  of  Vere.  This  place  had  no  other  for- 
tification than  an  ill- contrived  breaft-work,  manned  by  a detachment  of  two 
hundred  men  from  the  militia  of  St.  Elizabeth  and  Clarendon,  which  Du  Cafle 
attacked  with  all  his  force.  The  Englilh  made  a gallant  refiftance ; but  Colonel 
Cleyborn,  Lieutenant  Colonel  Smart,  Captain  ValTal,  and  Lieutenant  Dawkins 
being  killed,  and  many  others  dangeroufly  wounded,  they  were  compelled  to 
retreat.  Happily,  at  this  moment,  arrived  five  companies  of  militia,  which  the 
governor  had  fent  to  their  alllftance  from  Spanifli  T own.  Thefe,  though  they 
had  marched  thirty  miles  without  refrelhment,  immediately  charged  the  enemy 
with  fuch  vigour,  as  entirely  to  change  the  fortune  of  the  day.  The  French 
retreated  to  their  fhips,  and  Du  Cafle  foon  afterwards  returned  to  Hifpaniola 
with  his  ill -gotten  booty. 

The  next  moft  important  event  in  the  hiftory  of  this  ifland,  was  the  rebellion 
of  the  negroes  in  1760,  of  which  I lhall  probably  have  occafion  to  give  fome 
account,  when  I come  to  treat  of  negro  flavery,  and  the  chara£ler  and  difpofition 
of  the  newly  imported  Africans. 
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CHAP.  IV. 

Situation. — Climate. — Face  of  the  Country. — Mountains^  and  ad^ 

•vantages  derived  from  them. — Soil. — hands  in  Culture. — Lands 
uncultivated^  and  obfervations  thereon. — Woods  and  Fimbers.'^ 

Rivers  and  Medicinal  Springs. — Ores. — Vegetable  Claffes. — 
Grain.-^Graffes. •^Kitchen-garden  producct  and  Fruits  for  the 
Fable y (^c.  &c. 

JAMAICA  is  fituated  in  the  Atlantick  Ocean,  about  four  CHAP. 

thoufand  miles  fouth-wefl  of  England.  It  has  the  ifland  IV"* 
of  Hifpaniola,  at  the  diftance  of  thirty  leagues,  to  the  eaft : The 
Ifland  of  Cuba,  about  the  fame  diftance,  to  the  north : The 
Gulph  of  Honduras  to  the  weft ; and  Carthagena,  on  the  great 
continent  of  South  America,  to  the  fouth,  diftant  one  hundred 
and  forty-five  leagues. 

The  center  of  Jamaica  lies  in  about  i8“  12',  north  latitude, 
and  in  longitude  about  76°  45'  weft  from  London.  From 
thefe  data  the  geographical  reader  will  perceive  that  the  cli- 
mate, although  tempered  and  greatly  mitigated  by  various 
caufes,  fome  of  which  will  be  prefently  explained,  is  extremely 
hot,  with  little  variation  from  January  to  December ; that  the 
days  and  nights  are  nearly  of  equal  duration ; there  being  little 
more  than  two  hours  difference  between  the  longeft  day  and 
the  fhorteft  j that  there  is  very  little  twilight ; and  finally,  that 
when  it  is  twelve  o’clock  at  noon  in  London, "it  is  about  feveu 
in  the  morning  in  Jamaica. 
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The  general  appearance  of  the  country  differs  greatly  fronx 
mofl  parts  of  Europe  i yet  the  north  and  fouth  fides  of  the 
ifland,  which  are  feparated  by  a vaft  chain  of  mountains  extend* 
ing  from  eaft  to  weft>  differ  at  the  fame  time  \yidely  from: 
«ach  other.  When  Columbus  hrft  difeovered  Jamaica,  he 
approached  it  on  the  northern  fide  j and  beholding  that  part 
of  the  country  which  now  conftitutes  the  parifh  of  St.  Anne, 
was  filled  with  delight  and  admiration  at  the  novelty,  variety, 
and  beauty  of  the  profpedt.  The  whole  of  the  fcenery  is  in- 
deed, fuperlatively  fine,  nor  can  words  alone  (at  lead:  any  that 
I can  feled:)  convey  a juft  idea  of  it.  A few  leading  particulars 
I may  perhaps  be  able  to  point  out,  but  their  combinations  are 
infinitely  various,  and  to  be  underflood  mufl  be  feen^ 

The  country  at  a fmall  diflance  from  the  fhore  rifes  into 
hills,  which  are  more  remarkable  for  beauty  than  boldnefs ; 
being  all  of  gentle  acclivity,  and  commonly  feparated  from  each 
other  by  fpacious  vales  and  romantick  inequalities  j but  they  are 
feldom  craggy,  nor  is  the  tranfition  from  the  hills  to  the 
vallies  oftentimes  abrupt.  In  general,  the  hand  of  nature  has 
rounded  every  hill  towards  the  top  with  lingular  felicity.  The 
moll  flriking  circumflances  however  attending  thefe  beautiful 
jfwells  are  the  happy  difpofition  of  the  groves  of  pimento,  with- 
which  mofl  of  them  are  fpontaneoufly  clothed,  and  the  confum-  * 
mate  verdure  of  the  turf  underneath,  which  is  difcoverable  in  a 
thoufand  openings  j prefenting  a charming  contrail  to  the 
deeper  tints  of  the  pimento.  As  this  tree,  which  is  no  lefs  re- 
markable for  fragrancy  than  beauty,  fuffers  no  rival  plant  to 
ftourilh  within  its  lhade,  thefe  groves  are  not  only  clear  of  un- 
it derwood. 
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derwood,  but  even  the  grafs  beneath  is  feldom  luxuriant.  The 
foil  in  general  being  a chalky  marl,  which  produces  a clofe  and 
clean  turf,  as  fmooth  and  even  as  the  fineft  Englifli  lawn,  and  in 
colour  infinitely  brighter.  Over  this  beautiful  furface  the 
pimento  fpreads  itfelf  in  various  compartments.  In  one  place* 
we  behold  extenfive  groves ; in  another,  a number  of  beautiful 
groups,  fome  of  which  crown  the  hills,  while  others  arc 
feattered  down  the  declivities.  To  enliven  the  fcene,  and  add’ 
perfe<5lion  to  beauty,  the  bounty  of  nature  has  copioufly  watered 
the  whole  diftridt.  No  part  of  the  Weft  Indies,  that  I have 
feen,  abounds  with  fo  many  delicious  ftreams.  Every*  valley 
has  its  rivulet,  and  every  hill  its  cafcade.  In  one  point  of 
view,  where  the  rocks  overhang  the  ocean,  no  lefs  than  eight 
tranfparent  waterfalls  are  beheld  in  the  fame  moment.  Thofe 
only  who  have  been  long  at  fea,  can  judge  of  the  emotion 
which  is^  felt  by  the  thirfty  voyager  at  fo  enchanting  a pro- 
fpecft. 

Such  is  the  foreground  of  the  pidure.  As  the  land  rifes 
towards  the  center  of  the  ifland,  the  eye,  palling  over  the 
beauties  that  I have  recounted,  is  attraded  by  a boundlefs 
amphitheatre  of  wood, 

Infuperabie  height  of  loftieft  lhade. 

Cedar;  and  branching  palm; 

An  immenfity  of  foreft  j the  outline  of  which  melts  into  the 
diftant  blue  hills,  and  thefe  again  are  loft  in  the  clouds. 

On  the  fouthern  fide  of  the  ifiand,  the  fcenery,  as  I have 
before  obferved,  is  of  a difterent  nature.  In  the  landfcape  we 
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BOOK  have  treated  of,  the  prevailing  charad:erifticks  are  variety  and 
1^*  beauty : in  that  which  remains,  the  predominant  features  arc 
grandeur  and  fublimity.  When  I firft  approached  this  fide 
of  the  ifland  by  fea,  and  beheld,  from  afar,  fuch  of  the  ftupen- 
dous  and  foaring  ridges  of  the  blue  mountains,  as  the  clouds 
here  and  there  difclofed,  the  imagination  (forming  an  indiflindt 
but  awful  idea  of  what  was  concealed,  by  what  was  thus 
partially  difplayed)  was  filled  with  admiration  and  wonder.* 
Yet  the  fenfation  which  I felt  was  allied  rather  to  terror  than 
delight.  Though  the  profpeft  before  me  was  in  the  highefi: 
degree  magnificent,  it  feemed  a fcene  of  magnificent  defolation. 
The  abrupt  precipice  and  inacceflible  cliff,  had  more  the  afpedt  f 
of  a chaos  than  a creation ; or  rather  feemed  to  exhibit  the  , 
cffedts  of  fome  dreadful  convulfion,  which  had  laid  nature  in 
ruins.  Appearances  however  improved  as  we  approached; 
for  amidft  ten  thoufand  bold  features,  too  hard  to  be  foftened 
by  culture,  many  a fpot-  was  foon  difcovered  where  the  hand 
ofinduftry  had  awakened  life  and  fertility.  With  thefe  pleafing 
intermixtures,  the  flowing  line  of  the  lower  range  of  mountains 
(which  now  began  to  be  vifible,  crowned  with  woods  of 
majeftic  growth)  combined  to  foften  and  relieve  the  rude 
folemnity  of  the  loftier  eminences ; till  at  length  the  favannas 
at  the  bottom  met  the  fight.  Thefe  are  vaft  plains,  clothed 
chiefly  with  extenfive  cane-fields ; difplaying,  in  all  the  pride 
of  cultivation,  the  verdure  of  fpring  blended  with  the  exuber- 
ance of  autumn,  and  bounded  only  by  the  ocean ; on  whole 
bofom  a new  and  ever- moving  pidure  ftrikes  the  eye;  for 
innumerable  veflels  are  difcovered  in  various  directions,  fome 
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crowding  into,  and  others  bearing  away  from,  the -bays  and  CHAP, 
harbours  with  which  the  coaft  is  every  where  indented.  Such  ^ W.’ 

a profpe<a  of  human  ingenuity  and  induftry,  employed  in  ex^ 
changing  the  fuperfluities  of  the  Old  World,  for  the  produc- 
tions of  the  New,  opens  another,  and,  I might  add,  an  almoft 
untrodden  field,  for  contemplation  and  f efledtion.  . , 

Thus  the  mountains  of  the  Weft  Indies,  if  not,  in  them- 
felves,  objedls  of  perfe(ft  beauty,  contribute  greatly  towards 
the  beauty  of  general  nature;  and  furely  the  inhabitants 
cannot  refledt,  but  with  the  deepeft  ilenfe  of  gratitude  to 
Divine  Providence,  on  the  variety  of  climate,  fo  conducive 
to  health,  ferenity  and  pleafure,  which  thefe  elevated  regions 
afford  them.  On  this  fubjedl  I fpeak  from  adlual  experience. 

In  a maritime  lituation,  on  the  fultry^plains  of  the  fouth  fide, 
near  the  town  of  Kingfton,  where  I chiefly  refided  during  the 
fpace  of  fourteen  years,  the  general  medium  of  heat  during 
the  hotteft  months  (from  June  to  November,  both  inclufive) 
was  eighty  degrees  on  Fahrenheit’s  thermometer At 
a villa  eight  miles  diftant,  in  the  highlands  of  Liguanea,  the^ 
thermometer  feldom  rofe,  in  the  hotteft  part  of  the  day,  above 
feventy.  Here  then  was  a difference  of  ten  degrees  in  eight 

miles ; and  in  the  morning  and  evening  the  difference  was  > 

< 

{a)  In  the  other  months,  viz.  from  December  to  May,  the  thermometer 
ranges  from  70  to  80°.  The  night  air  in  the  months  of  December  and  January 
is  fometimes  furprifingly  cool : I have  known  the  thermometer  fo  low  at  fun- 
rife  as  69°,  even  in  the  town  of  Kingfton;  but  in  the  hotteft  months,  the  dif- 
ference between  the  temperature  of  noon-day  and  midnight  is  not  more 
than  5 or  6°. 
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BOOK  iinuch  greater.  At  Cold  Spring,  the  feat  of  Mr.  Wallen,  a 
II.  very  high  (ituation  fix  miles  further  in  the  country,  poflefTed 
by  a geiitleman  who  has  tafte  to  relifii  its  beauties  and  improve 
its  productions,  the  general  ftate  of  the  thermometer  is  from 
55  to  65”.  It  has  been  obferved  fo  low  as  44®;  fo  that  a fire 
there,  even  at  noon-day,  is  not  only  comfortable  but  necefiary 
a great  part  of  the  (b).  It  may  be  fuppofed,  that  a fud- 
den  tranfition  from  the  hot  atmofphere  of  the  plains,  to  the 
chill  air  of  the  higher  regions,  is  commonly  productive  of  mif- 
chievous  effeCts  on  the  human  frame  ; but  this,  I believe* 
is  feldom  the  cafe,  if  the- traveller,  as  prudence  dictates,  fets 
ofi'  at  the  dawn,  of  the  morning  (when  the  pores  of  the  (kin 

(b)  Cold  Spring  is  4,200  feet  above  the  level  of  the  fea.  The  foil  is  a black 
mould  on  a brown  marl ; but  few  or  none  of  the  tropical  fruits  will  flourilh  in 
fo  cold  a climate.  Neither  the  nefberry,  the  avocado  pear,  the  liar  apple,  nor 
the  orange,  will  bear  within  a confiderable  height  of  Mr.  Wallen’s  garden;  but 
many  of  the  Englilh  fruits,  as  the  apple,  the  peach,  and'  the  ftrawberry,  flourilla 
there  in  great  perfeCUon,  with  feveral  other  valuable  exroticks ; among  which  I ob- 
ferved a great  number  of  very  fne  plants  of  the  tea-tree  and  other  oriental  produc- 
tions. The  ground  in  its  native  ftate  is  almoft  entirely  covered  with  different 
forts  of  the  fern.^  of  which  Mr.  Wallen  has  reckoned  about  400  diftinCl  fpecics.. 
A pcrfon  vifiting  Cold  Spring  for  the  firft  time,  almoft  conceives  himfelf  tranf- 
pprted  to  a diftant  part  of  the  world the  ,air  aitd  face^of  the  country  fo  widely- 
differiiig ‘from  that  of  the  regions  he  has  left.  Even  the  birds  are  all  ftrangers  to 
him.  Among  others,  peculiar  to  thefe  lofty  regions,  is  a fpecies  of  the  fwaliow, 
the  plumage  of  which  varies  in  colour  like  the  neck  of  a drake;  and  there 
is  a very  fi;ie  fong-bird-called  the  fijh-eye^  of  a blackifh.  brown,  wkh  a-whke  ring 
round  the  neck.  I vifited  this  place  in  (December  1788,  the  thermometer  ftood 
at  57°  at  fun-rife,  and  never,  exceeded;  64°  in  the  hotteft,  part  of  the  day.  I 
thought  the  climate  the  moft  delightful  that  I had  ever  experienced.  On  the 
Clue  Mountain  peak,  which  is  7,431  feet  from  the  level  of  the  fea,  the  thermo- 
v;r  was  found  to  range  from  47°  at  fun-rife  to  58®  at  noon,  even  in  die  month 
of  Augufl.  Sec  Med.  Comment.  Eding.  1780. 
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are  in  fome  meafure  fhut)  and  is  clothed  fomewhat  warmer 
than  ufual.  With  thefe  precautions,  excurfions  into  the  up- 
lands are  always  found  fafe,  falubrious,  and  delightful.  I will 
obferve  too,  in  the  words  of  an  agreeable  writer  (c)y  that  “ on 
the  tops  of  high  mountains,  where  the  air  is  pure  and  refined, 
and  where  there  is  not  that  immenfe  weight  of  grofs  vapours 
preffing  upon  the  body,  the  mind  a<fts  with  greater  freedom, 
and  all  the  functions,  both  of  foul  and  body,  are  performed  in 
a fuperior  manner.”  I wifh  I could  add,  with  the  fame  au- 
thor, that  “ the  mind  at  the  fame  time  leaves  all  low  and  vulgar 
fentiments  behind  it,  and  in  approaching  the  ethereal  regions, 
fhakes  off  its  earthly  affedlions,  and  acquires  fomething  of  ce- 
lelfial  purity  (d)  I"' 

To 

(c)  Brydone., 

{d)  In-defcribing  the  rural  features  of  Jamaica,  the  diftrldt  called  Pedro  PlainSy 
deferves  particular  notice.  It  is  a level  country  on  a high  bluff  called  Pedro 
Pointy  fituated  on  the  fouth-weft  coaff,  in  the  parifh  of  St. Elizabeth.  I am  in- 
debted to  a friend  for  the  following  interefting  account  of  this  part  of  the  ifland, 
which  deferves  to  be  better  known  and  better  peopled  than  it  feems  to  be  at 
prefcnt. 

Pedro  Plains  differ  from  every  other  Savanna  of  the  ifland,  and  from  any 
part  thatihave  feen  of  Cuba.  From  the  diftrifl  of  Fullerfwood,  in  St.  Elizabeth’s 
parifti,  it  runs  eaftward  along  the  coaff  on  an  eafy  afcent  to  the  higheft  ridge, 
which  is  called  Tophillj  from  whence  it  ftretches  inland  more  tha»  2®  miles  in 
length,  and  about  five  in  width.  It  i%  not  altogether  unlike  the  downs  in  fome 
parts  of  England,  and  is  moff  beautifully  dotted  with  clumps  of  wood,  amongft 
which  the  aloe,  torch  thiffle,  and  other  plants  of  that  genus,  flouriffi  in  great  luxu- 
riance, from  half  an  acre,  to  many  acres  in  extent;  the  boundaries  being  as 
neatly  defined  as  if  kept  fo  by  art.  The  foil  in  colour  is  the  deepsff  red,  baked 
hard  on  the  furface  by  the  aftion  of  the  fun,  but  of  fo  porous  a nature  as  to  abforb 
the  heavieff  rains  as  faff  as  they  fall..  The  herbage  is  in  general  coarfe;  never- 
thelefs  it  maintains  many  thoufands,  both  of  neat  cattle  and  horfes,  and  in  no  part 
V OL,  L B b 4.  of. 


CHAP. 

IV. 

' 


192 


HISTORY  OF  THE 


BOOK 

ir. 

' — . — .j 


To  thefe  inequalities  of  its  furface,  however,  it  is  owing  that 
although  the  foil  in  many  parts  of  this  illand  is  deep  and  very 

fertile, 

of  the  world,  I believe,  is  the  latter  found  nearer  to  a ftate  of  wild  nature  than 
here.  As  the  whole  of  this  diftricl  is  unfurnifhed  with  fprings,  or  even  ponds 
of  any  duration,  the  ftock  are  compelled  to  go  for  water  to  the  wells  which  are 
funk  in  the  lower  parts  of  the  country,  at  which  time  the  hunters  have  opportu- 
nities of  catching  them  ; and  contrivances  are  made  for  that  purpofc.  This  the 
mafter-horfe  fecms  to  be  well  apprized  of ; for  he  leads  into  the  inclofure  with 
admirable  caution,  and  as  foon  as  his  own  thirft  is  allayed,  is  very  impatient  to 
get  his  family  out,  which  he  always  drives  before  him.  He  admits  of  no  inter- 
lopers, nor  allows  any  of  his  family  to  ftray.  The  breed  is  remarkably  hardy, 
but  fomewhat  reftive  from  their  wild  nature.  The  air  of  this  country  (particu- 
larly at  Tophill,  which  approaches  to  mountainous)  is  wonderfully  falubriou^.^ 
As  one  proof  of  this,  there  was  living  fo  late  as  1780  a negro-man,  named  John 
Comelad,  who  had  refided  on  this  fpot  as  a fhepherd  for  upwards  of  30  years. 
He  had  formerly  been  the  coachman  of  a Mr.  Woodflock,  who  had  given  him 
permiffion  in  his  old  age  to  go  where  he  pleafed.  At  the  time  I faw  him  his 
woolly  hair  had  become  perfedlly  white,  and  his  body  was  flirivelled  beyond  any 
thing  I had  ever  beheld  ; but  at  the  fame  time  his  mufcles  were  full  and  firm,  and 
he  could  run  down  any  fheep  in  the  Savanna  ; for  he  had  no  dog  to  affift  him. 
We  took  him  as  our  guide  down  to  the  fea : he  ran  before  us,  keeping  our 
horfes  on  a hand- gallop,  to  the  beach,  and  he  maintained  the  fame  pace  on  our 
return  (though  up-hill)  a diftance  of  about  10  miles.  Of  one  family  of  the  name 
of  Ebanks,  who  lived  in  thefe  plains,  there  were  threefcore  perfons  living,  all  de- 
fcended  from  one  man,  who  was  himfelf  living  in  1780.  The  air  of  this  diftridf, 
though  not  cold,  is  wonderfully  dry  and  elaftick,  and  fo  temperate  withal,  that 
even  a European  fportfman  may  follow  his  game  the  whole  day  without  feeling 
any  oppreffion  from  the  heat;  and  he  will  meet  with  good  fport  in  purfuing  the 
galena  or  wild  Guinea-fowl,  which  is  found  here  in  great  numbers.— -The  mutton 
raifed  here  is  equal  to  the  finefl:  down  mutton  in  England,  and  the  fruits  and  ve- 
getables of  all  kinds  are  excellent. — The  water-melon  in  particular  ranks  with 
the  firft  of  fruits.  Its  coolnefs,  crifpnefs  and  flavour  are  rivalled  only  by  the  beauty 
of  the  rind,  which  is  mottled  in  fhades  of  green,  and  bears  a glofs  like  the  polifh 
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fertile,  yet  the  quantity  of  rich  produdive  land  is  but  fmall,  CHAP, 
in  proportion  to  the  whole.  The,  generality  of  what  has  IV. 
been  cultivated  is  of  a middling  quality,  and  requires  labour 
and  manure  to  make  it  yield  liberally.  In  fine,  with  every  pre- 
judice in  its  favour,  if  we  compare  Jamaica  with  many  other 
iflands  of  nearly  the  fame  extent,  (Sicily,  for  inllance,  to  which 
it  was  compared  by  Columbus)  it  muft  be  pronounced  an  un- 
fruitful and  laborious  country,  as  the  following  detail  will  de- 
monftrate. 

Jamaica  is  one  hundred  and  fifty  miles  in  length,  and  on  a 
medium  of  three  meafurements  at  different  places,  about  forty 
miles  in  breadth.  Thefe  data,  fuppofing  the  ifland  to  have  been 
a level  country,  would  give  - - 3,8.} 0,000  Acres. 

But  a great  part  confifling  of  high 
mountains,  the  fuperficies  of  which  com- 
prife  far  more  land  than  the  bafe  alone,  I 
conceive  it  is  a moderate  eftimate  to  allow 
on  that  account  iV  more,  which  is  - 240,000 

The  Total  is  - - - 4,080,000  Acres. 

Of  thefe,  it  is  found  by  a return  of  the  clerk  of  the  patents,  ■ 
that  no  more  than  1,907,589,  were,  in  November  1789,  loca- 
ted, or  taken  up,  by  grants  from  the  crown.  Thus  it  appears 
th'at  upwards  of  one  half  the  lands  are  confidered  as  of  no  kind 


of  marble.  On  the  whole,  for  beauty  of  profpeiEl:, — for  purity  and  dryncfs  of  air, — ^ 
and  a climate  exempt  from  either  extreme  of  heat  and  cold,  Pedro  Plains  may 
vie  with  any  fpot  on  the  habitable  globe. 
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of  value,  the  expence  of  taking  out  a patent  being  of  no  great 
account  j and  even  of  the  located  lands,  I conceive  that  little 
more  than  one  million  is  at  prefent  in  cultivation. 

I 

In  fugar  plantations,  (including  the  land  referved  in  woods, 
for  the  purpofe  of  fupplying  flaves,  timber,  and  fire- wood;  or 
appropriated  for  common  paftiirage,  all  which  is  commonly  two- 
thirds  of  each  plantation)  the  number  of  acres  may  be  ftated  at 
639,000  ; it  appearing  that  the  precife  number  of  thofe  eftates, 
according  to  returns  made  upon  oath  to  March  1789,  was  710, 
and  an  allowance  of  900  acres  to  each,  on  an  average  of  the 
whole,  mufl  be  deemed  fufiiciently  liberal. 

Of  breeding  farms  (or,  as  they  are  commonly  called  in  the 
ifland, the  number  is  about  400  ; to  each  of  which  I 
would  allow  700  acres,  which  gives  280,000,  and  no  perfoa 
who  has  infpedted  the  country  with  an  inquifitive  eye,  will  allow 
to  all  the  minor  productions,  as  cotton,  coffee,  pimento  and  gin- 
ger, 6cc.  including  even  the  provifion  plantations,  more  than 
one  half  the  extent  afligned  to  the  pens.  The  refult  of  the 
whole  is  1,059,000  acres,  leaving  upwards  of  three  million  an 
unimproved,  unproductive  wildernefs,  of  which  not  more  than 
one-fourth  part  is,  I imagine,  fit  for  any  kind  of  profitable  culti- 
vation ; great  part  of  the  interior  country  being  both  imptaCti- 
cable  and  inacceflible. 

But,  notwithftanding  that  fo  great  a part  of  this  ifland  i» 
wholly  unimprovable,  yet  (fuch  is  the  powerful  influence  of 
great  heat  and  continual  moifture)  the  mountains  are  in  general 
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covered  with  extenfive  woods,  containing  excellent  timbers, 
fome  of  which. are  of  prodigious  growth  and  folidity;  fuch  as 
the  lignum  vitae,  dog-wood,  iron-wood,  pigeon-wood,  green- 
heart,  braziletto,  and  bully-trees ; moft  of  which  fink  in  water, 
and  are  of  a compa<flnefs  and  impenetrability  inconceivable  by 
European  workmen.  Some  of  thefe  are  neceffary  in  mill- work, 
and  would  be  highly  valuable  in  the  Windward  Illands.  They 
are  even  fo,  in  fuch  parts  of  Jamaica  as,  having  been  long  cul- 
tivated, are  nearly  cleared  of  contiguous  woods  j but  it  fre- 
quently happens,  in  the  interior  parts,  that  the  new  fettler  finds 
the  abundance  of  them  an  incumbrance  infiiead  of  a benefit, 
and  having  provided  himfelf  with  a fufficiency  for  immediate 
ufe,  fets  fire  to  the  reft,  in  order  to  clear  his  lands ; it  not  an- 
fwering  the  expence  of  conveying  them  to  the  fea-coaft  for  the 
purpofe  of  fending  them  to  a diftant  market.  Of  fofter  kinds, 
for  boards  and  fhingles,  the  fpecies  are  innumerable ; and  there 
are  many  beautiful  varieties  adapted  for  cabinet-work,  among 
others  the  bread-nut,  the  wild-lemon,  and  the  well-known 
mahogany. 

As  the  country  is  thus  abundantly  wooded,  fo,  on  the  whole, 
we  may  aflert  it  to  be  well  watered.  There  are  reckoned 
throughout  its  extent  above  one  hundred  rivers,  which  take 
their  rife  in  the  mountains,  and  run,  commonly  with  great  rapi- 
dity, to  the  fta,  on  both  fides  of  the  ifland.  None  of  them  are 
deep  enough  to  be  navigated  by  marine  veftels.  Black  River 
in  St.  Elizabeth,  flowing  chiefly  through  a level  country,  is  the 
deepeft  and  gentleft,  and  admits  flat-bottomed  boats  and  canoes 
for  about  thirty  miles. 
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Of  tlie  Iprings,  which  very  generally  ahound,  even  in  the 
higheO:  mountains,  feme  are  medicinal;  and  are  faid  to  be 
highly  efficacious  in  diforders  peculiar  to  the  climate.  The 
moll  remarkable  of  thefe,  is  found  in  the  eallern  pariffi  of  St. 
Thomas,  and  the  fame  of  it  has  created  a village  in  its  neigh- 
bourhood, which  is  called  the  Bath.  The  water  flows  out  of  a 
rocky  mountain,  about  a mile  dillant,  and  is  too  hot  to  admit  a 
hand  being  held  underneath : a thermometer  on  Fahrenheit’s 
fcale,  being  immerfed  in  a glafs  of  this  water,  immediately  rofe 
to  123°.  It  is  fulphureous,  and  has  been  ufed  with  great  ad- 
vantage in  that  dreadful  difeafe  of  the  climate  called  the  dry- 
belly-ach.  There  are  other  fprings,  both  fulphureous  and 
chalybeate,  in  different  parts  of  the  country ; of  which  however 
the  properties  are  but  little  known  to  the  inhabitants  in 
general. 

Im  many  parts  of  Jamaica  there  is  a great  appearance  of  me- 
tals ; and  it  is  alferted  by  Blome,  and  other  early  writers,  that 
the  Spaniffi  inhabitants  had  mines  both  of  filver  and  copper  : I 
believe  the  fadt.  But  the  induftry  of  the  prefent  polfelfors  is 
perhaps  more  profitably  exerted  on  the  furface  of  the  earth, 
than  by  digging  into  its  bowels.  A lead  mine  was  indeed 
opened  fome  years  ago,  near  to  the  Hope  eflate,  in  the  parifh 
of  St.  Andrew,  and  it  is  faid,  there  was  no  want  of  ore,  but 
the  high  price  of  labour,  or  other  caufes  with  which  I am  un- 
acquainted, compelled  the  proprietors  to  relinquifh  their 
projedl. 

Of  the  mofl  important  of  the  prefent • natural  produdtions, 
as  fugar,  indigo,  coffee  and  cotton,  I ffiall  have  occafioii  to 
9 treat 


WEST  INDIES. 


197 


treat  at  large,  when  the  courfe  of  my  work  fhall  bring  me 
to  the  fubje6t  of  agriculture.  It  only  remains  therefore,  at 
prefent,  to  fubjoin  a few  obfervatlons  on  the  vegetable  claf- 
fes  of  inferior  order : I mean  thofe  which,  though  not  of 
equal  commercial  importance  with  the  preceding  ones,  are 
equally  neceffary  to  the  comfort  and  fubfiftence  of  the  in- 
habitants. If  the  reader  is  Inclined  to  botanical  refearches, 
he  is  referred  to  the  voluminous  colledtions  of  Sloane  and 
Browne. 

The  feveral  fpecles  of  grain  cultivated  in  this  ifland  are, 

I ft.  Maize,  or  Indian  corn,  which  commonly  produces  two 
crops  In  the  year,  and  fometimes  three : it  may  be  planted  at 
any  time  when  there  is  rain,  and  it  yields  according  to  the  foil 
from  fifteen  to  forty  bulhels  the  acre.  zdly.  Gulney-corn,  which 
produces  but  one  crop  in  the  year ; it  Is  planted  in  the  month 
of  September,  and  gathered  in  January  following,  yielding  from 
thirty  to  fixty  buftiels  an  acre.  3dly.  Various  kinds  of  calavan- 
ces  (a  fpecies  of  pea)  j and  laftly  rice,  but  in  no  great  quantity, 
the -lituatlon  proper  for  its  growth  being  deemed  unhealthy, 
and  the  labour  of  negroes  commonly  employed  in  the  cultiva- 
tion of  articles  that  yield  greater  profit. 

This  ifland  abounds  likewife  with  difterent  kinds  of  grafs, 
both  native  and  extraneous,  of  excellent  quality ; of  the  firft 
is  made  exceeding  good  hay,  but  not  in  great  abundance;  this 
method  of  hulbandry  being  pradifed  only  in  a few  parts  of  the 
country;  and  it  is  the  lefs  necelfary  as  the  inhabitants  are 
happily  accommodated  with  two  difterent  kinds  of  artificial 
grafs,  both  extremely  valuable,  and  yielding  great  profufion 
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of  food  for  cattle.  The  firil  is  an  aquatic  plant  called  Scot's 
grafsy  which  though  generally  fuppofed  to  be  an  exotic,  I have 
reafon  to  think  grows  fpontaneoufly  in  moft  of  the  fwamps 
and  moraffes  of  the  Well-Indies.  It  rifes  to  five  or  fix  feet  in 
height,  with  long  fucculent  joints,  and  is  of  very  quick  vege- 
tation. From  a fingle  acre  of  this  plant,  five  horfes  may  be 
maintained  a whole  yea;:,  allowing  fifty-fix  pounds  of  grafs 
a-day  to  each. 

ThI:  other  kind,  called  Guiney-grafs,  may  be  confidered  as 
next  to  the  fugar-cane,  in  point  of  importance ; as  mofl  of  the 
grazing  and  breeding  farms  or  pens  throughout  the  ifland 
were  originally  created,  and  are  flill  fupported,  chiefly  by  means 
of  this  invaluable,  herbage.  Hence  the  plenty  of  horned  cattle' 
both  for ^ the  butcher  and  planter;  which  is  fuch  that  few 
markets  in  Europe  fuyiifh  beef  at  a cheaper  rate,  or  of  better 
quality,  than  thofe  of  Jamaica  (e).  Perhaps  the  fettlement  of 
mofl  of  the  north-fide  parifhes  is  wholly  owing  to  the  intro- 
duction of  this  excellent  grafs,  which  happened  by  accident 
about  fifty  years  ago ; the  feeds  having  been  brought  from 
the  coafl  of  Guiney,  as  food  for  fbme  birds  which  were  pre- 
fented  to  Mr.  Ellis,  chief-juflice  of  the  ifland.  Fortunately 

(e)  Mutton  is  alfo  both  cheap  and  good.  The  Iheep  of  Jamaica,  according 
to  Sloane,  are  from  a breed  originally  African.  They  have  fhorc  hair  inftead  of 
wool,  and  in  general  are  party-coloured,  chiefly  black  and  white.  They  are  fmall, 
but  very  fweet  meat.  The  fwine  of  the  Weft  Indies  are  alfo  cojifiderably  fataller 
than  thofe  of  Europe,  and  have  fhort  pointed  ears.  Their  flelh  is  infinitely 
whiter  and  fweeter  than  the  pork  of  Great  Britain,  and  that  of  the  wild  fort,  of 
which  there  are  great  numbers  in  the  woods,  ftill  better. 
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the  birds  did  not  live  to  confume  the  whole  flock,  and  the  CHAP, 
remainder  being  carelefsly  thrown  into  a fence,  grew  and  IV. 
flourifhed,  and  it  was  not  long  before  the  eagernefs  difplayed 
by  the  cattle  to  reach  the  grafs,  attracted  Mr.  Ellis’s  notice, 
and  induced  him  to  colled:  and  propagate  the  feeds ; which 
now  thrive  in  fome  of  the  mofl  rocky  parts  of  the  ifland ; be- 
llowing verdure  and  fertility  on  lands  which  otherwife  would 
not  be  worth  cultivation. 

The  feveral  kinds  of  kitchen-garden  produce,  as  edible 
roots  and  pulfe,  which  are  known  in  Europe,  thrive  alfo  in  the 
mountains  of  this  iiland  j and  the  markets  of  Kingflon  and 
Spanifh-Town  are  fupplied  with  cabbages,  lettuce,  carrots, 
turnips,  parfnips,  artichokes,  kidney-beans,  green-peas,  afpa- 
ragus  and  various  forts  of  European  herbs,  in  the  utmofl  abun- 
dance. Some  of  them  (as  the  three  firfl)  are  I think  of  fupe- 
rior  flavour  to  the  fame  kinds  produced  in  England.  To  my 
own  tafle  however,  feveral  of  the  native  growths,  efpecially 
the  chocho,  ochra,  Lima-bean,  and  Indian-kale,  are  more 
agreeable  than  any  of  the  efculent  vegetables  of  Europe.  The 
other  indigenous  produdions  of  this  clafs  are  plantains,  bana- 
nas, yams  of  feveral  varieties,  calalue  (a  fpecies  of  fpinnage) 
eddoes,  caffavi,  and  fweet  potatoes.  A mixture  of  thefe, 
flew'ed  with  faked  fifli  or  faked  meat  of  any  kind,  and  highly 
feafoned  with  Cayenne-pepper,  is  a favourite  olio  among  the 
negroes.  For  bread,  an  unripe  roafted  plantain  is  an  excellent 
fubflitute,  and  univerfally  preferred  to  it  by  the  negroes  and 
mofl  of  the  native  whites.  It  may  in  truth  be  called  the 
flaff  of  life  to  the  former  5 many  thoufand  acres  being  culti- 
vated 
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Of  the  more  elegant  fruits,  the  variety  is  equalled  only  by 
their  excellence.  Perhaps  no  country  on  earth  affords  fo  mag- 
nificent a defert  j and  I conceive  that  the  following  were  fpon- 
taneoufly  bellowed  on  the  illand  by  the  bounty  of  nature ; — 
the  annana  or  pine-apple,  tamarind,  papaw,  guava,  fweet-fop 
of  two  'fpecies,  calhew-apple,  cullard-apple  (a  fpecies  of  chi- 

rimoya ; coco -nut,  ffar-apple,  grenadilla,  avocado-pear, 

» 

(f)  It  is  faid  by  Oviedo  that  this  fruit,  though  introduced  into  Hifpaniola  at 
a very  early  period,  was  not  originally  a native  of  the  Weft  Indies,  but  was  car- 
ried thither  from  the  Canary  iflands  by  Thomas  de  Berlanga,  a friar,  in  the  year 
1516.  The  banana  is  a fpecies  of  the  fame  fruit.  Sir  Hans  Sloane,  whofe  in- 
duftry  is  commendable  whatever  may  be  thought  of  his  judgment,  has,  inhis  Hif- 
tory  of  Jamaica,  colleiSted  much  curious,  and  fome  fanciful,  information  con- 
cerning this  produdlion;  and  from  fome  authorities  which  he  cites,  it- would 
feem  that  Oviedo  was  mifinformed,  and  that  every  fpecies  of  the  plantain  is 
found  growing  fpontaneoufly  in  all  the  tropical  parts  of  the  earth.  Among 
ether  odd  particulars  related  by  Sloane  concerning  it,  he  obferves,  that  Alexander 
the  Great  forbad  his  foldiers  to  eat  of  this  fruit,  becaufe  he  himfclf  had fuffered  of 
the  gripes  by  indulging  with  it  too  freely.  “ Some  (continues  Sloane)  are  of 
opinion  that  this  was  the  apple  wherewith  Ere  tempted  Adam.  Others,  that  it 
was  the  fruit  brought  by  the  fpies  to  Mofes  from  the  Holy  Land  f and  he  de- 
clares, with  great  gravity,  that  “ if  any  one  gathers  the  fruit  before  it  is  ripe,  the 
branch  will  turn  on  him-^  and  give  him  a blow  on  the  nofe!*^  Hiftory  of  Jamaica, 
Vol.  II.  p.  142. 

(g)  This  fruit  is  the  boaft  of  South  America,  and  js  reckoned  by  Ulloa  one 
of  the  fineft  in  the  world.  I have  been  informed  that  feveral  plants  of  it  are 
flourilhing  in  Mr.  Eaft’s  princely  garden,  at  the  foot  of  the  Liguanea  moun- 
tains. 
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hog-plum  and  its  varieties,  pindal-nut,  nelbury,  mammec,  inam- 
mee-lapota,  Spanifli-goolberry,  prickly-pear,  and  perhaps  a 
few  others.  For  the  orange,  civil  and  china,  the  lemon,  lime, 
{haddock  and  its  numerous  fpecies,  the  vine,  melon,  fig  and 
pomegranate,  the  Weft  Indian  iflands  were  probably  indebted 
to  their  Spanifh  invaders.  Excepting  the  peach,  the  flrawberry 
and  a few  of  the  growths  of  European  orchards  (which  however 
attain  to  no  great  perfedlion  unlefs  in  the  high  eft  mountains) 
the  rofe-apple,  genip,  and  fome  others  of  no  great  value,'! 
do  not  believe  that  Englifh  induftry  had  added  much  to  the 
catalogue,  until  within  the  laft  twenty  years.  About  the  year 
1773,  a botanick  garden  was  eftablillied  under  the  fanftion  of 
the  Aflembly,  but  it  was  not  until  the  year  1782  that  it  could 
juftly  boaft  of  many  valuable  exoticks.  At  that  period,  the 
fortune  of  war  having  thrown  into  the  polTeftion  of  Lord 
Rodney,  a French  fhip  bound  from  the  ifland  of  Bourbon  to 
Cape  Fran9ois  in  St.  Domingo,  which  was  found  to  have  on 
board  fome  plants  of  the  genuine  cinnamon,  the  mango  and 
other  oriental  produdtions,  his  lordfliip,  from  that  generous 
partiality  which  he  always  manifefted  for  Jamaica  and  its  in- 
habitants, prefented  the  plants  to  his  favourite  ifland ; — thus 
nobly  ornamenting  and  enriching  the  country  his  valour  had 
protedled  from  conqueft.  Happily,  the  prefent  was  not  ill 
beftowed.  The  cinnamon  may  now  be  faid  to  be  naturalized 
to  the  country : feveral  perfons  are  eftablifhing  plantations 
of  it,  and  one  gentleman  has  fet  out  fifty  thoufand  plants. 
The  mango  is  become  almoft  as  common  as  the  orange; 
but  for  want  of  attention  runs  into  a thoufand  feminal 
VoL.  I.  D d varieties. 
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varieties.  Some  of  them,  to  my  tafte,  are  perfedly  deli- 
cious 

I SHALL  conclude  this  chapter,  with  an  authentick  catalogue 
of  the  foreign  plants  in  the  publick  botanical  garden  of  this 
ifland ; lamenting,  at  the  fame  time,  that  I am  not  able  to  gra- 
tify the  reader  with  a more  copious  and  extenfive  difplay,  from 
the  magnificent  colleftlon  of  my  late  friend  flinton  Eafl, 
Efquire,  who  had  promifed  to  favour  me  with  an  Hortus 
'Eajienjis,  to  be  prepared  under  his  own  immediate  infpedtion 
purpofely  for  this  work ; — but  much  greater  room  have  1 to 
lament  the  caufe  of  my  difappointment,  and  mourn  over  the 
feverity  of  that  fate  which  fuddenly  fnatched  a moft  amiable 
and  excellent  citizen  from  his  friends  and  the  publick,  and  hur- 

(h)  The  cinnamon  tree  grows  to  the  height  of  twenty  or  thirty  feet;  it  puts 
out  numerous  fide-branches  with  a denfe  foliage  from  the  very  bottom  of  the 
trunk,  which  furnifhes  an  opportunity  of  obtaining  plenty  of  layers,  and  facili- 
tates the  propagation  of  the  tree,  as  it  does  not  perfect  its  feeds  in  any  quantity 
under  fix  or  feven  years,  when  it  becomes  fo  plentifully  loaded,  that  a fmgle 
tree  is  almoft  fufficient  for  a colony.  When  planted  from  layers;  it  is  of  a pretty 
quick  growth,  reaching  in  eight  years  the  height  of  fifteen  or  twenty  feet,  is 
very  fpreading,  and  furniftied  with  numerous  branches  of  a fit  fize  for  deccrtation. 
The  feeds  are  long  in  coming  up.  The  fmall  branches  of  about  an  inch  diame- 
ter yield  the  belt  cinnamon,  which  is  itfelf  the  limber  or  inner  bark  of  the  tree,  and 
it  requires  fome  dexterity  to  feparate  the  outer  barks,  which  would  vitiate  the 
flavour.  Specimens  of  the  inner  bark,  tranfmiited  by  Dr.  Dancer,  the  ifland 
botanift,  to  the  Society  of  Arts,  were  found  fully  to  poflefs  the  aroma  and  tafte  of 
the  true  cinnamon  from  Ceylon,  and  indeed  to  be  fuperior  to  any  cinnamon  im- 
ported from  Holland ; and  in  all  other  refpecfs  to  agree  perfedfly  with  the  dcfcrip- 
tion  of  the  oriental  cinnamon  given  by  Burman,  See  their  refolutions  of  the  14th 
December  1790. 
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ried  him  to  an  untimely  grave. — Such  is  the  vanity  of  hope, 
and  the  uncertainty  of  life  ! ( i) 


CHAP. 
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(t)  This  whole  paflage  Hands  as  It  appeared  in  the  firft  edition ; but  a very 
copious  and  accurate  account  of  Mr.  Eall’s  garden  being  now  fubjoined  in  an 
appendix  to  this  volume,  it  is  thought  unneceflary  to  fwell  the  book  with  the 
catalogue  firft  above-mentioned;  more  efpecially  as  all  the  plants  in  the  garden 
en  the  publick  eftablifiiment,  with  a vaft  variety  of  others,  are  comprehended 
in  that  of  Mr.  Eaft,  whofe  death,  which  happened  in  January  1 792,  was  a na- 
tional lofs.  While  I write  this  I am  informed,  that  the  alTembly  of  Jamaica 
have  purchafed  his  garden  for  th6  ufe  of  the  publick. 
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its  inhabitants  and  produdls  at  different  periods. ^Appendix 
NL  NIL 

The  Ifland  of  Jamaica  is  divided  Into  three  counties, 
which  are  named  Middlefex,  Surry,  and  CornwalL 
The  county  of  Middlefex  is  compofed  of  eight  parifhes,  one 
town,  and  thirteen  villages.  The  town  is  that  of  St.  fago-de- 
la-Vega  or  Spanifh-Town,  the  capital  of  the  ifland.  Moft  of 
the  villages  of  this  and  the  other  counties,  are  hamlets  of  no 
great  account,  fituated  at  the  different  harbours  and  fhipping- 
placcs,  and  fupported  by  tlie  traffick  carried  on  there.  St.  fago- 
de-la-Vega  is  fituated  on  the  banks  of  the  river  Cobre,  about 
fix  miles  from  the  fea,  and  contains  between  five  and  fix 
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hundred  houfes,  and  about  five  thoufand  inhabitants,  including  CHAP, 
free  people  of  colour.  It  is  the  refidence  of  the  governor  or  V. 
commcander  in  chief,  who  is  accommodated  with  a fupcrb  ' ' 

palace  j and  it  is  here,  that  the  legiflature  is  convened,  and 
the  Court  of  Chancery,  and  the  Supreme  Court  of  Judicature, 
are  held. 

The  county  of  Surry  contains  feven  parlfiies,  two  towns,  and 
eight  villages.  The  towns  are  thofe  of  Kingflon  and  Port- 
Royal : the  former  of  which  is  fituated  on  the  north- fide  of 
a beautiful  harbour,  and  was  founded  in  1693,  when  re- 
peated defolations  by  earthquake  and  fire  had  driven  the  inha- 
bitants from  Port-Royal.  It  contains  one  thoufand  fix  hundred 
and  fixty-five  houfes,  befides  negro-huts  and  warehoufes.  The 
number  of  white  inhabitants,  in  the  year  1788,  was  fix  thoufand 
five  hundred  and  thirty-nine ; of  free  people  of  colour  three 
thoufand  two  hundred  and  eighty  : of  flaves  fixteen  thoufand  fix 
hundred  and  fifty-nine  j — total  number  of  inhabitants,  of  all 
complexions  and  conditions,  twenty-fix  thoufand  four  hundred 
and  feventy-eight.  It  is  a place  of  great  trade  and  opulence. 

Many  of  the  houfes  in  the  upper  part  of  the  town  are  extremely 
magnificent;  and  the  markets  for  batchers’  meat,  turtle,  filh, 
poultry,  fruits  and  vegetables,  &c.  are  inferior  to  none.  I 
can  add  too,  from  the  information  of  a learned  and  ingenious 
friend,  who  kept  comparative  regifters  of  mortality,  that  fince 
the  furrounding  country  is  become  cleared  of  wood,  this  town 
is  found  to  he  as  healthful  as  any  in  Europe  ^ 

The  number  of  the  white  inhabitants  in  Kin^fton,  had  Increafed  in  1791  to 
about  7,000.  In  tiiat  year  the  burials  were  15 1 white  men  (including  45  from 
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PdRT-RoYAL,  once  a place  of  the  greatcft  wealth  and.  im- 
portance  in  the  Well  Indies,  is  now  reduced,  by  repeated  cala- 
mities, to  three  ftreets,  a few  lanes,  and  about  two  hundred 
houfes.  It  contains,  however,  the  royal  navy  yard,  for  heaving 
down  and  refitting  the  king’s  fhips ; the  navy  hofpital,  and 
barracks  for  a regiment  of  foldiers.  The  fortifications  are  kept 
in  excellent  order,  and  vie  in  firength,  as  I am  told,  with  any 
fortrefs  in  the  king’s  dominions. 

Cornwall  contains  five  parilhes,  three  towns,  and  fix  vil- 
lages.— The  towns  are  Savanna-la-Mar  on  the  fouth  fide  of  the 
ifland,  and  Montego  Bay  and  Falmouth  on  the  north.  The 
former  was  almoft  entirely  deftroyed  by  a dreadful  hurricane 
and  inundation  of  the  fea  in  1780.  It  is  now  partly  rebuilt, 
and  may  contain  from  fixty  to  feventy  houfes. 

Montego-Bay  is  a flourifiring  and  opulent  town  : it  con- 
lifis  of  two  hundred  and  twenty-five  houfes,  thirty-three  of 
which  are  capital  fiiores  or  warehoufes,  and  contains  about  fix 

the  publick  hofpital)  23  white  women,  and  20  white  children.  Total  194.  Of 
the  men,  the  whole  number  from  the  hofpital,  and  a great  many  of  the  others, 
were  tranfient  perfons,  chiefly  difcardedor  vagabond  feamen;  but  without  making 
any  allowance  for  extraordinary  mortality  on  that  account,  if  this  return,  which  is 
taken  from  the  Parochial  Regifter,  be  compared  with  the  bills  of  mortality  in  the 
manufadluring  towns  of  England,  the  refult  will  be  confiderably  in  favour  of  Ja- 
maica. In  the  large  and  opulent  town  of  Manchefter,  for  inftance,  the  whole 
number  of  inhabitants  in  1773,  comprehending  Salford,  was  29,151,  and  the 
average  number  of  burials  (diflenters  included)  for  five  preceding  years  was  95lli 
If  the  mortality  in  Manchefter  had  been  in  no  greater  proportion  than  in  King- 
fton,  the  deaths  would  not  have  exceeded  813. 
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hundred  white  inhabitants.  The  number  of  top-fail  veflels  CHAP, 
which  clear  annually  at  this  port  are  about  one  hundred  and  _ V* 
fifty,  of  which  feventy  are  capital  Ihips ; but  in  this  account 
^re  included  part  of  thofe  which  enter  at  Kingfton. 

Falmouth,  or  (as  it  is  more  commonly  called)  the  'Pointy 
is  fituated  on  the  fouth-fide  of  Martha-Brae  harbour,  and,  in- 
cluding the  adjoining  villages  of  Martha-Brae  and  the  Rock,  is 
compofed  of  two  hundred  and  twenty  houfes.  The  rapid  in- 
creafe  of  this  town  and  neighbourhood  within  the  lafl  fixteen 
years  Is  aftonifhing.  In  1771,  the  three  villages  of  Martha- 
Brae,  Falmouth,  and  the  Rock,  contained  together  but  eighteen 
houfes  j and  the  vefiels  which  entered  annually  at  the  port  of 
Falmouth  did  not  exceed  ten.  At  prefent  it  can  boafl  of 
upwards  of  thirty  capital  Rationed  fhips,  which  load  for  Great 
Britain,  exclufive  of  Hoops  and  fmaller  craft. 

I 

Each  parifh  (or  precindt  confifting  of  an  union  of  two  or 
more  pariihes)  is  governed  by  a chief  magiftrate,  ftyled  Cujios 
Rotuloruniy  and  a body  of  juftices  unlimited  by  law  as  to  number, 
by  whom  feffions  of  the  peace  are  held  every  three  months, 
and  courts  cf  Common  Pleas  to  try  adtions  arifing  within  the 
pariOi  or  precindl,  to  an  amount  not  exceeding  twenty  pounds. 

In  matters  of  debt  not  exceeding  forty  flaillings,  a fingle  juftice 
is  authorized  to  determine. 

The  whole  twenty  parilhes  contain  eighteen  churches  and 
chapels,  and  each  pariili  is  provided  with  a redtor,  and  other 
church  officers  j the  redtors  livings,  the  prefentation  to  which 
5 reds 
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rells  with  the  governor  or  commander  in  chief,  are  feverally 
as  follows,  viz.  St.  Catherine  300  per  annum  j Kingfton, 
St.  Thomas  in  the  Eaft,  Clarendon,  and  Weftmoreland,  £.  250 
per  annum;  St.  David,  St.  George,  and  Portland,  100  per 
annum  ; all  the  reft  £.  200  per  annum.  Thefe  fums  are  paid 
in  lieu  of  tythes  by  the  churchwardens  of  the  feveral  parifhes 
refpedtively,  from  the  amount  of  taxes  levied  by  the  veftries 
on  the  inhabitants. 

Each  parifh  builds  and  repairs  a parfonage  houfe,  or  allows 
the  re6lor  £.  50  per  annum  in  lieu  of  one ; befides  which, 
many  of  the  livings  have  glebe  lands  of  very  confiderable  value 
annexed  to  them,  as  the  parifh  of  St.  Andrew,  which  altogether 
is  valued  at  one  thoufand  pounds  fterling  per  annum  (b).  The 
bifhop  of  London  is  faid  to  claim  this  ifland  as  part  of  his 
diocefe,  but  his  jurifdidtion  is  renounced  and  barred  by  the 
laws  of  the  country  j and  the  governor  or  commander  in  chief, 
as  fupreme  head  of  the  provincial  church,  not  only  indufts  into 
the  feveral  redlories,  on  the  requifite  teftimonials  being  pro- 
duced that  the  candidate  has  been  admitted  into  prieft’s  orders 
according  to  the  canons  of  the  church  of  England,  but  he  is 
likewife  veiled  with  the  power  of  fufpending  a clergyman  of 
lewd  and  diforderly  life  ab  ojicioy  upon  application  from  his 
pariflnoners.  A fufpenlion  ab  officio  is  in  fadl  a fufpenlion  a 
benejicioy  no  miniHer  being  entitled  to  his  Ilipend  for  any 

(h)  In  the  year  1788,  the  affembly  pafied  a law  to  prohibit  the  burial  of  the 
dead  within  the  walls  of  the  churches;  and  as  by  this  regulation  feveral  of  the 
redfors  were  deprived  of  a perquifite,  an  augmentation  of  50  per  atinum  was 
made  to  moft  of  the  livings.  . 
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longer  time  than  he  fliall  adually  officiate ; unlcls  prevented  CHAP, 
by  ficknefs.  V. 

The  veftries  are  compofed  of  the  cuftos,  and  two  other 
magiftrates  j the  redtor  and  ten  veflrymen ; the  latter  are  eledted 
annually  by  the  freeholders.  Befides  their  power  of  afleffing 
and  appropriating  taxes,  they  appoint  way-wardens,  and  allot 
labourers  for  the  repair  of  the  publick  highways.  They  like- 
wife  nominate  proper  perfons,  who  are  called  colledling  con- 
flables,  for  the  colledVion  both  of  the  publick  and  parochial 
taxes. 

The  fupreme  court  of  judicature  for  the  whole  ifland  (com- 
monly called  the  Grand  Court,  as  poll'effing  fimilar  Jurifdidtion 
in  this  country  to  that  of  the  feveral  courts  of  King’s  Bench, 

Common  Pleas^  and  Exchequer,  in  Great  Britain)  is  held  in 
the  town  of  St.  Jago-de-la-Vega,  the  capital  of  the  country  of 
Middlefex,  on  the  laft  Tuefday  of  each  of  the  months  of 
February,  May,  Auguft,  and  November,  in  every  year.  In  this 
court,  the  chief  juftice  of  the  ifland  prefides,  whofe  falary  is  only 

I 20,  but  the  perquifites  arifing  from  the  office  make  it  worth 
about  3,000  per  annum.  The  afliftant  judges  are  gentlemen 
of  the  ifland,  commonly  planters,  who  receive  neither  falary 
nor  reward  of  any  kind  for  their  attendance.  Three  judges  mufl; 
be  prefent  to  conftitute  a court ; and  each  term  is  limited  in 
duration  to  three  weeks.  From  this  court,  if  the  matter  ^ 
difpute  in  a civil  adtion  be  for  a fum  of  300  flerling,  or  up- 
wards, an  appeal  lies  to  the  governor  and  council,  as  a court  of 
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error  j if  fcntence  of  death  be  palled  for  felony,.th£  appeal  is  to 
the  governor  alone  f cj. 

Assize  courts  allb  are  held  every  three  months,  in  Kingllon 
for  the  county  of  Surry,  and  in  Savanna-la-Mar  for  the  county 
of  Cornwall.  The  Surry  court  begins  the  laft  Tuefday  in 
January,  April,  July,  and  Odtober.  The  Cornwall  court  begins 
the  lall  Tuefday  in  March,  June,  September,  and  December; 
each  alllze  court  is  limited  to  a fortnight  in  duration.  Thus 
have  the  inhabitants  law-courts  every  month  of  the  year,  be- 
hdes  the  courts  of  chancery,  ordinary,  admiralty,  and  the 
feveral  parilh  convts  (dj.  The  judges  of  the  affize  court  adt 

(c)  By  an  early  law  of  this  Ifland  (pafled  in  l68i)  freeholders  of  known  refi- 
dence  are  iK>t  fubjedl  to  arreft,  and  being  held  to  bail  in  civil  procefs.  T'he 
mode  of  proceeding  is,  to  deliver  the  party  a fummons  (leaving  it  at  his  houfe 
is  deemed  good  fcrvice)  together  with  a copy  of  the  declaration,  fourteen  days 
before  the  court,  whereupon  the  defendant  is  bound  to  appear,  the  very  next 
court,  or  judgment  will  pafs  by  default.  Twenty-eight  days  after  the  firft  day 
of  each  court  execution  IfTues  ; for  which  there  is  but  one' writ,  comprehending 
both  a fieri  facias  and  a capias  ad  fiatisfaciendu7n  ; but  as  no  general  imparlance  is 
allowed  before  judgment,  it  is  enabled  that  the  effedls  levied  on,  Ihall  remain  in 
the  defendant’s  hands  until  the  next  court,  to  give  him  an  opportunity  of  dif- 
pofing  of  them  to  the  belt  advantage  j and  if  he  then  fails  paying  over  the  money, 
a venditioni  exponas  ilTues  to  the  marlhal,  to  fell  thofe,  or  any  other  goods,  or" 
take  his  perfon.  The  modern  practice  is  to  make  no  levy  on  the  execution, 
whereby  the  debtor  .ditains  the  indulgence  of  one  term,  or  court,  after  which 
both  his  perfon  and  goods  are  liable  under  the  writ  of  venditione  exponas, 

(d)  Soon  after  this  was  written  an  a6t  was  pafled  (1  think  in  1790)  by  which 
the  Auguft  term  in  the  fupreme  court  was  aboliflied,  and  a long  vacation  efta- 
blifhed  as  in  England,  with  limilar  regulations  for  the  affize  courts,  to  the  great 
relief  of  perfons  attending  as  jurors. 
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without  falary  or  reward,  as  well  as  the  afliftant  judges  of  the  CHAP, 
fupreme  court,  any  one  of  whom,  if  prefent,  prefides  in  the  V. 
affize  court.  No  appeal  from  the  latter  to  the  former  is 
allowed,  but  judgments  of  the  affize  immediately  following  the 
fupreme  court,  are  confidered  as  of  one  and  the  fame  court, 
and  have  an  equal  right  in  point  of  priority  with  thofe  ob- 
tained in  the  grand  court. 

I 

The  governor  or  commander  in  chief  is  chancellor  by  his 
office,  and  prefides  folely  in  that  high  department,  which  is 
adminiftered  with  great  form  and  folemnity.  He  is  alfo  the 
folc  ordinary  for  the  probate  of  wills  and  granting  letters  of 
adminiftration.  From  the  firft  of  thefe  offices,  he  derives 
extend ve  authority,  and  from  the  latter  confiderable.  emolu- 
ment (e). 

As 


1. 5,000 
150 
1,400 

1,0C0 


(e)  The  profits  and  emoluments  arifing  annually  from  the  government  of 
Jamaica  may,  I think,  be  ftated  nearly  as  follows,  viz. 

Fees  in  Chancery  — _ — — 

Fees  of  the  Court  of  Ordinary  — — — 

Share  of  Cuftom  Houfe  Seizures  — — • — 

The  affembly  have  purchafed  for  the  governor’s  ufe,  a farm  of  about 
300  acres,  called  the  Government  Penn,  and  built  an  elegant  villa 
thereon.  Likewife  a polink  or  provifion  fettlement  in  the  mountains 
(which  is  alfo  provided  with  a comfortable  manfion-houfe)  and  flocked 
both  properties  with  50  negroes,  and  a fufficiency  of  cattle,  flieep,  &c. 

From  thefe  places  (which  are  exclufive  of  the  king’s  houfe  in 
Spanifh  Town)  the  governor  is,  or  ought  to  be,  fupplied  v.'ith  hay  and 
corn,  mutton,  milk,  poultry,  and  provilions  for  his  domefticks,  creating  * 

a faving  in  his  houfhold  expcnces  of  at  leaft  — — * r,ooo 
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Total  in  currency  — 8,550 
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As  appendages  of  the  fupreme  court,  the  feveral  great 
offices,  viz.  the  office  of  enrollments,  or  fecretary  of  the  ifland, 
provoft-marffial-general,  clerk  of  the  court  (or  prothonotary, 
cuflos-brevium,  &,c.)  are  held  and  fituated  in  Spanifli  Town. 
The  firft  is  an  office  of  record,  in  which  the  laws  pafled  by 
the  legiflature  are  preferved  and  copies  of  them  entered  into 
fair  volumes.  In  this  office  all  deeds,  wills.  Tales,  and  patents, 
mull  be  regiftered.  It  is  likewife  required  that  all  perfons  (after 
fix  weeks  refidence)  intending  to  depart  this  ifland,  do  affix  their 
names  in  this  office,  twenty-one  days  before  they  are  entitled 
to  receive  a ticket  or  let-pafs,  to  enable  them  to  leave  the 
country.  In  order  to  enforce  this  regulation,  mailers  of  vef- 
fels  are  obliged,  at  the  time  of  entry,  to  give  lecurity  in  the 
fum  of  jT.  1,000  not  to  carry  off  the  ifland  any  perfon  with- 
out fuch  ticket  or  let-pafs.  Truflees,  attornies  and  guardians 
of  orphans,  are  required  to  record  annually  in  this  office  ac- 
counts of  the  produce  of  eftates  in  their  charge  j and,  by  a 
late  atft,  mortgagees  in  poffeffion  are  obliged  to  regifter  not 
only  accounts  of  the  crops  of  each  year,  but  alfo  annual  ac- 
counts current  of  their  receipts  and  payments.  Tranferipts  of 
deeds,  &c.  from  the  office,  properly  certified,  are  evidences  in 
any  court  of  law,  and  all  deeds  mufl  be  enrolled  within  three 


Being  equal  to  6,ioo  fterling ; and  this  Is  altogether  exclufive  of  fees 
received  by  his  private  fecretary  for  militia  commiflions,  &c.  &c.  &c.  which 
are  not  eaftly  afeertained.  It  is  fuppofed  alfo  that  money  has  fometimes  been 
made  by  the  fale  of  church  livings  j and  vaft  fums  were  formerly  raifed  by 
efeheats. 

N.  B.  A governor  of  Jamaica  may  live  very  hqnourably  for  j[.  ^■,000  flerling 
per  annum. 
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months  after  date,  or  they  are  declared  to  be  void  as  againd:  any  c H A P. 
other  deed  proved  and  regiftered  within  the  time  limited  ; but  V. 
if  no  fecond  deed  is  on  record,  then  the  fame  are  valid,  though  ^ 

regiftered  after  the  three  months.  It  is  prefumed  that  the 
profits  of  this  office,  which  is  held  by  patent  from  the  crown, 
and  exercifed  by  deputation,  exceed  £.  6,000  fterling  per 
annum^ 

The  provoft-marfhal-general  is  an  officer  of  high  rank  and 
great  authority. — The  name  denotes  a military  origin,  and 
doubtlefs  the  office  was  firft  inftituted  in  this  ifland  before  the 
introdudlion  of  civil  government,  and  continued  afterwards 
through  neceffity.  It  is  now  held  by  patent  from  the  crown, 
which  is  ufually  granted  for  two  lives,  and  the  patentee  is 
permitted  to  adl  by  deputy,  who  is  commonly  the  bigheft  bid- 
der. The  powers  and  authorities  annexed  to  this  office  are 
various  : the  acfting  officer  is  in  fadl  high-fheriff  of  the  whole 
ifland  during  his  continuance  in  office,  and  permitted  to 
nominate  deputies  under  him  for  every  parifh  or  precind:.  His 
legal  receipts  have  been  known  to  exceed  £.y,Qoo  fterling  per 
annum,  and  it  is  fuppofed  that  fome  of  his  deputies  make 
nearly  as  much. 

The  office  of  clerk  of  the  fupreme  court  is  likewife  held 
by  patent  and  exercifed  by  deputation.  Evidence  was  given 
to  the  houfe  of  affembly  fome  years  ago,  that  its  annual  value 
at  that  time  exceeded  £.  9,000  currency.  Of  late,  I believe 
it  is  confiderably  diminiftied. 
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^ O O K Of  the  other  great  lucrative  offices,  the  principal  are  thofc 
of  the  regifler  in  chancery,  receiver-general  and  treafurer  of  the 
ifland,  naval  officer,  and  colledlor  of  the  cuftoms  for  the  port 
of  Kingflon.  All  thefe  appointments,  whether  held  by  patent 
or  coinmifiion,  are  like  wife  fappofed  to  afford  confiderable 
emolument  to  perfons  refiding  in  Great  Britain.  It  is  com- 
puted on  the  whole,  that  not  lefs  than  £.  30,000  flerling 
is  remitted  annually,  by  the  deputies  in  office  within  the  illand, 
to  their  principals  in  the  mother-country  (f)^ 

The  legiflature  of  Jamaica  is  compofed  of  the  captain- 
general  or  commander  in  chief,  of  a council  nominated  by  the 
crown,  confiding  of  twelve  gentlemen,  and  a houfe  of  affembly 
containing  forty-three  members,  who  are  eledled  by  the  free- 
holders, viz.  three  for  the  feveral  towns  and  pariflies  of  St.  Jago- 
de-la-Vega,  Kingflon,  and  Port  Royal,  and  two  for  each  of  the 
other  pariflies.  The  qualification  required  in  the  elector,  is  a 

{f)  It  is  not  very  pleafant  to  the  refident  inhabitants  to  obferve,  that  almoft  all 
the  patent  offices  in  the  colonies  are  exeicifed  by  deputies,  who  notorioufly  and 
avowedly  obtain  their  appointments  by  purchafe,  Lcafes  for  years  of  fome  of  them 
have  been  fold  by  audfion ; and  nothing  is  more  common,  at  the  expiration  of  thofe 
leafes,  than  thecircumftance  of  an  inferior  clerk  outbidding  his  employer  (ihe  re- 
fident deputy)  and  ftepping  into  his  place.  It  may  be  doubted  whether  both  the 
feller  and'  buyer  in  fuch  cafes  are  not  fubjedl  to  the  penalties  of  the  ftatute  5 
and  6.  Edw.  VI.  againft  the  fale  and  purchafe  of  offices  relating  to  the  admini- 
flration  of  Juftice.  By  an  excellent  law,  however,  which  pafTed  in  the  admini- 
llration  of  the  prefen.  Ivlarquis  of  Lanfdown  then  Earl  of  Shelburne,  the  griev- 
ance will  in  a great  clegr  e be  prevented  in  future,  for  it  is  cnadfed  by  the  22d 
Geo.  III.  c.  75.  that  from  thenceforth  no  office  to  be  exercifed  in  the  planta- 
tions flrall  be  granted  by  patent,  for  any  longer  term  than  during  fuch  time  as  the 
grantee  thereof  pall  difeharge  the  duty  in  perfon. 
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freehold  of  ten  pounds  per  annum  in  the  parilh  where  the 
eled:ion  is  made ; and  in  the  reprefentative,  a landed  freehold  of 
three  hundred  pounds  per  annum,  in  any  part  of  the  ifland,  or  a 
perfonal  eftate  of  three  thoufand  pounds.  In  the  proceedings 
of  the  general  affembly  they  copy,  as  nearly  as  local  circum- 
ftances  will  admit,  the  legillature  of  Great  Britain ; and  all 
their  bills  (thofe  of  a private  nature  excepted)  have  the  force 
of  laws  as  foon  as  the  governor’s  affent  is  obtained.  The 
power  of  reje<ftion  however  is  ftill  referved  in  the  crown  j 
but  until  the  royal  difapprobation  is  fignified,  the  laws  are 
valid. 

Of  the  laws  thus  paffed,  the  principal  relate  chiefly  to  regu- 
lations of  local  policy,  to  which  the  law  of  England  is  not 
applicable,  as  the  flave  fyflem  for  inftance  fgj  •,  on  which,  and 
other  cafes,  the  Englifh  laws  being  filent,  the  colonial  legifla- 
ture  has  made,  and  continues  to  make,  fuch  provifion  therein, 
as  the  exigencies  of  the  colony  are  fuppofed  to  require ; and  on 
fome  occaflons,  where  the  principle  of  the  Englilh  law  has 
been  adopted,  it  has  been  found  neceflary  to  alter  and  modify  its 
proviflons,  fo  as  to  adapt  them  to  circumftances  and  fituation. 
Thus,  in  the  mode  of  fetting  out  emblements,  the  pradice  of 

(g)  Thus  the  evidence  of  a flave  Is  not  admiflible  againft  a white  perfon. 
Again,  although  by  a very  early  law  of  this  ifland,  flaves  are  confidered  as  inhe- 
ritance, and  are  accordingly  fubjecl  to  the  incidents  of  real  property  (for  as 
they  go  to  the  heir,  fo  may  the  widow  have  dower  of  them,  and  the  furviving 
hufband  be  tenant  bycourtefy;  and  this  holds  equally  whether  flaves  arepoffelTed 
in-grofs,  or  belong  to  a plantation)  yet  in  refpedl  of  debts,  flaves  are  confidered 
as  chattels,  and  the  executor  is  bound  to  inventory  them  like  other  chat- 
tels,* 
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fine  and  recovery,  the  cafe  of  infolvent  debtors,  the  repair  of 
the  publick  roads,  the  maintenance  of  the  clergy,  and  the  relief 
of  the  poor,  very  great  deviations  from  the  practice  of  the 
mother-country  have  been  found  indifpenfably  requilite  (h ). 

The 

(h)  An  outline  of  the  law  of  Infolvency  may  not  be  unacceptable  to  the  reader. 
—A  debtor,  after  three  months  continuaiiee  in  adtual  confinement,  may  obtain 
his  liberty  under  the  following  conditions ; three  weeks  previous  to  the  next 
fitting  of  the  fupreme  court,  he  is  to  give  notice  by  publick  advertifement,  that  he 
means  to  take  the  benefit  of  the  aft,  and  to  that  end,  has  lodged  all  his  books 
of  account  in  the  hands  of  the  marfhal  or  keeper  of  the  gaol,  for  infpeftion  by 
his  creditors.  He  fhall  then,  on  the  firft  day  of  term,  be  brought  by  petition 
before  the  court,  where  he  is  to  fubferibe  and  deliver  in  a fchedule  of  his  whole 
eftate  and  efFcfts,  and  fubmit,  if  any  one  of  his  creditors  require  it,  to  an  exa- 
mination, wua  voce^  upon  oath,  in  open  court.  To  this  fchedule  he  mull:  annex 
an  affidavit,  certifying  that  It  contains  a juft  account  of  all  his  property,  debts, 
and  effefts,  except  clothing,  bedding,  and  working  tools,  not  worth  more  than 
lol. ; that  he  has  given  no  preference  to  any  particular  creditor,  for  three  months 
previous  to  his  confinement,  nor  conveyed  away  nor  concealed  any  part  of  his 
eftate  or  effefts.  The  court  thereupon,  being  fatisfied  with  the  prifoner’s  ex- 
amination, fhall  appoint  one  or  more  of  the  creditors  to  be  affignees  for  the 
benefit  of  the  whole ; and  order  them  poffeffion  of  the  property  and  effefts,  and 
difeharge  the  party  from  confinement.  Gaol  fees  of  thofe  who  are  unable  to 
pay  them,  are  paid  by  the  publick.  There  are  various  regulations  for  the  preven- 
tion of  fraud,  and  it  is  declared,  that  if  any  perfons  claiming  the  benefit  of  the 
aft,  fhall  knowingly  forfwear  themfelves,  and  be  convifted  of  perjury  in  con- 
fcquence  thereof,  they  (hall  be  adjudged  guilty  of  felony  without  benefit  of  clergy, 
and  fuffer  death  accordingly.  It  is  alfo  provided,  that  no  debtor  fhall  have  the 
benefit  of  the  aft  more  than  once,  and  that  the  future  eftate  and  effefts  of  per- 
fons difeharged  under  it  (but  not  their  perfons  or  apparel)  fhall  ftill  be  liable  to 
make  up  the  former  deficiency.  By  a fubfequent  law,  however,  which  the  Author 
of  this  work  had  the  honour  to  propofe,  as  a member  of  the  affembly,  a debtor 
may  be  difeharged  a fccond  time  on  the  fame  conditions,  provided  he  had  fully 
paid  his  foimcr  creditors  before  his  fccond  infolvency  ; and  even  if  he  has  not 
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The  revenues  of  this  ifland  may  be  divided  into  two 
branches ; the  one  perpetualy  by  an  adl  of  the  year  1728,  called 
the  revenue  law,  of  the  origin  of  which  I have  already  fpoken, 
and  of  which  the  <juit-rents.  conflitute  a part ; the  other  annual^ 
by  grants  of  the  legillature.  The  revenue  law  may  raife  about 
£.12,000 per  annum,  of  which  £.  8,000  is  particularly  appro- 
priated, as  I have  elfewhere  obferved,  and  the  furplus  is  appli- 
cable to  the  contingent  expences  of  government,  in  aid  of  the 
annual  funds.  The  governor  receives  £.  2,500  per  annum  out 
of  the  8,000  fund.  A further  falary  of  £.  2,500  is  fettled 
upon  him  during  his  relidence  in  the  ifland  by  a fpecial  ait  of 
the  legiflature,  palled  the  beginning  of  his  adminillration,  and 
is  made  p^able  out  of  fome  one  of  the  annual  funds  provided 
by  the  alTembly.  Thefe  at  this  time  may  amount  to  £.jo,ooo, 
of  which  about  £.^0,000  is  a provifion  for  granting  an  addi- 
tional pay  to  the  officers  and  foldiers  of  his  majelty’s  forces 
ftationed  for  the  proteition  of  the  ifland.  Every  commiffioned 
officer  being  entitled  to^  20  s.  per  week,  and  every  private  to 
5J. : An  allowance  is  alfo  made  to  the  wives  and  children  of 
the  foldiers ; which  with  the  Britilh  pay  enables  them  to 
live  much  more  comfortably  than  the  king’s  troops  generally 
do  in  Europe. 

The  ufual  ways  and  means  adopted  for  railing  the  above 
taxes  are,  firfl,  a duty  of  20  per  head  on  all  negroes  im- 
ported fecondly,  a duty  on  all  rum  and  other  fpirits  retailed 

paid  the  debts  on  which  he  before  took  the  benefit  of  the  a£l,  he  fliall  be  dif- 
charged,  after  an  aiiual  confinetnent  of  two  years ; the  court  being  fatisfied  that  he 
has  fairly  furrendered  all  his  eftate  and  efFe6ls  to  the  ufe  of  his  creditors. 
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BOOK  and  confumed  within  the  ifland ; thirdly,  the  deficiency- law r’ 
II-  an  adl  which'  was  intended  originally  to  oblige  all  proprietors  of 
fiaves  to  keep  one  white  perfon-for  every  thirty  blacks ; but 
the  penalty,  which  is  fometiines  at  other  times  jT.  26 

J>er  amiuniy  for  each  white  perfon  deficient'*  of  the  number 
required,  is  become  fo  produdlive  a^  fource  of  revenue,  that 
the  bill  is  now  confidered  as  one  of  the  annual  fupply.  bills : . 
fourthly,  a poll-tax  on  all-flavG€,  and  flock,  and  a ratooiv  rents  . 
and  wheel-carriages.  Befides  thefe,  occafional  tax-b'ills  are 
palled  by  the  legiflature-,  as  neceffity  may  require.  I have 
fubjoihed  in  a note  the  efiimate  of  the  contingent  charges  of ' 
the  government  of 'this  illand  on -the  annual 'funds  for  the: 
year  1788;  xiid  of  the  w’ays- aud- means- for- the  payment, 
thereof  f i),  - 

TaiE.. 


(1)  EJilmate  of  the  or-<Uncty  CovTi'tiO'EVtr  Charges  of  the  Government 
"JAMA  I CA  on  the  annual funds  for  the  year  1788',  vi%, . 


Governor’s  additional  falary  — 

Subfiftence  .of  the  Troops,  and  Hofpital  expences 
Salaries  to  Officers  of  thfe  Aflefnbly,  Printing,  &c. 
Clerk  of  the  Grand  Court  - 

Clerk  of  the  Crown  t-  -- 

Clerk  to  the  Commiffioners  of  Forts  • - - 

Surveyor  to  the  Bath  ^ - 

Port  Offic-ers  and 'Waiters- 

Maroon  Negro  Parties  - _ - 

Superintendants  reftding  in  the  Maroon-Towns 
To  the  Engineer  and  Captain  of  different  Forts 
For  the  Support  of  the  Botanick  Garden  . 

Salary  to  the  Agent  . - - 


2,500  — — 
41,300  — — 

2.300  — 

100  — — — 
100.  — ■ — 
,50  — — 
200  — — > 

1,600  — — - 
1,000  •— 

1.300  — 
1,000  ’ — — - 

280  — — 
420  — — 


To 


Carried  ov#r 


- 7;.  52,250  — — 


WEST  INDIES. 


The  current  coins  are  Portugal  pieces  of  gold,  called  the 
lialf-johannes,  valued  in  England  at  36  s.  each ; thefe  pafs 
here,  if  of  full  weight,  at  Spanilh  gold  coins  current 


Brought  forward  - ,^.52,250 

To  the  Officers  of  the  Troops  for  private  Lodgings  1,430 
Supplying  the  Forts  with  Water  - - 1,089 

To  the  Commiffioners  of  the  Forts  - - 5,600 

To  the  Kingfton  Hofpital  . _ - ^00 

Sundry  Demands  on  the  Publick  for  Official  Fees,  Me- 
dical Care  and  Gaol  Fees  of  Prifoners,  Repairs  of  the 
Publick  Buildings,  &c.  8ic.  - - - 4,359 

Charges  of  colledting  ; viz.  Colledting  Conftable's  aad 
Receiver  General’s  Commiffions,  Reliefs,  See.  15  per 


cent. 

1 

00 

Ways  and  Means. 

Outftanding  Debts 

£.2SyOOO  — 

_ 

Negro  Duty,  computed  at 

" 6,000  — - 

— 

Rum  Duty 

14,000  — 

— 

Double  Deficiency  on  Negroes 

24,000  — 

— 

Poll-Tax 

67,000  ■— 

— 

136,000  — 

— 

Dedudl  for  prompt  Payment  10  per 

cent,  • - - 

- — 

— 

122,100 


7 

6 

13 


9 


9 


l:^  The  overplus  was  applied  towards  difeharging  the  Publick  Debt,  which  was 
eftimated  at  180,000  currency;  but  fince  then,  the  contingent  charges  of 
government,  have  rifen  annually  to  double  the  amount  above  Rated,  owing  chiefly 
to  a great  augmentation  of  the  Britifh  troops ; the  whole  expence  of  raifmg  and 
maintaining  all  which  (above  the  number  of  3000)  is  thrown  upon  the  ifland. 
Among  thefe  is  a regiment  of  light-dragoons,  which  is  mounted  on  horfes  bred  in 
Ihc  country. 
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here,  are,  doubloons  at  5.  5 s.  each,  and  piftoles  at  26^.  ^d. 
Silver  coins  are  Span ilh  milled  dollars  at  6 s,  8d.  and  fo^in 
proportion  for  the  fmaller  parts  of  this  coin ; the  loweft  coin* 
is  called  a bitty  equal  to  about  5 d.  flerling.  A guinea  paffes 
for  3 2 r.  6d,  This,  however,  is  conhderably.  more  than  the 
ufual  rate  of  exchange,  by  which  100  fterling  gives  ^.140^ 
currency. 

From  the  htuation  of  this  idand  amidft  potent  and  envious 
rivals,  and  the  vaft  difproportion  between  the  number  of 
white  inhabitants  and  the  Haves,  it  may  be  fuppofed  that  the 
maintenance  of  a powerful  and  well-difciplined  militia  is  among 
the  firft  objects  of  the  policy  of  the  legiflature ; and  accordingly ' 
all  perfons,  from  fifteen  to  fixty  years  of  age,  are  obliged  by  law 
to  enlift  themfelves  either  in  the  horfe  or  foot,  and  to  provide 
at  their  own  expence  the  necefiary  accoutrements ; but  this  ^ 
law,  I doubt,  is  not  very  rigidly  enforced,  as  the  whole  militia,' 
which  is  compofed  of  three  regiments  of  horfe  and  fourteen 
regiments  of  foot,  does  not  confifi:  I conceive  of  more  than 
7000  effedtive  troops  j neither  do  the  ufual  employments  and 
habits  of  life,  either  of  the  officers  or  privates,  conduce  very 
much  to  military  fubordination.— However,  in  times  of  adtual 
danger,  whether  from  the  revolt  of  ilaves,  or  the  probability 
of  invafion,  no  troops  in  the  world  could  have  fhewn  greater 
promptitude  or  alacrity  in  fervice,  than  has  been  difplayed  by 
the  militia  of  Jamaica.  In  fuch  emergencies,  the  commander 
in  chief,  with  the  advice  and  confent  of  a general  council  of 
war,  (in  which  the  members  of  the  aflembly  have  voices)  may 
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proclaim  martial  law.  His  power  is  then  didatorial  j and  all  C H A P. 
perfons  are  fubjed  to  the  articles  of  war  fkj.  V. 

From  the  given  number  of  men  able  to  bear  arms  in  any 
country,  it  is  ufual  with  political  writers  to  eftimate  the  inha- 
bitants at  large  > but  their  rule  of  calculation  does  not  apply 
to  Jamaica,  where  the  bulk  of  the  people  coniifts  of  men 
without  families,  Europeans  who  come  to  this  ifland  have 
feldom  an  idea  of  fettling  here  for  life.  Their  aim  is  gene-  . 
rally  to  acquire  fortunes  to  enable  them  to  lit  down  comfortably 
in  their  native  country;  and,  in  the  meanwhile,  they  conlider 
a family  as  an  incumbrance.  Marriage,  therefore,  being  held  in 
but  little  eftimation,  the  white  women  and  children  do  not 
bear  the  fame  proportion  to  the  males,  as  in  European  climates. 

From  thefe,  and  other  caufes,  I have  found  it  difficult  to  afcer- 
tain  with  precifion  the  number  of  the  white  inhabitants. 

(k)  Soon  after  the  above  was  written  (the  Author  being  at  that  time  in  Ja- 
maica) the  lieutenant-governor,  by  the  advice  of  a council  of  war,  proclaimed 
martial  law.  This  was  in  December,  1791,  and  it  arofe  from  a notion  very 
generally  prevalent  in  the  ifland,  that  confpiracies  and  projedfs  of  rebellion  were 
afloat  among  the  negroes,  in  confequence  of  the  difturbances  in  St.  Domingo. 

This  apprehenfion  induced  a very  ftridl  obfervance  of  the  militia  laws  ; and  the 
following  was  the  return  of  the  Cavalry  and  Infantry  to  head-quarters  on  the  13th  ' 
of  January,  I7'^2. 

' Total. 

County  of  Surry  - 336  Cavalry  2,141  Infantry  2,477  - 

Middlefex  375  2,647 3,022  “ 

Cornwall  . 368  ■— 1 ' 2,305 — 2,673  . 

EfFedlives  - - 8,172  - 

Free  negroes  and  men  of  coloyr  included;  their  number  was  1,889.  The  Ma*  <- 
roons  are  not  comprehended.. 
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r have  been  informed,  that  a late  intelligent  chief  governot 
(General  Campbell)  computed  them,  after  diligent  refearch, 
at  25,000  .;  and  I am  induced  to  believe,  from  more  than  one 
Qiode  of  calculation,  that  'General  Campbell’s  eftimate  was 
near  the  truth..-r-This  computation  was  made  in  1780,  lince 
which  time  I am  of  opinion,  from  the  many  loyal  Americans 
who  have  fixed  themfelves  in  Jamaica,  and  other  caufes,  this 
number  is  confiderably  increafed.  Including  the  troops  and 
fca-faring  people,,  the  white  population  may,  I think,  be  fixed 
At  30,000.. 

The  freed  negroes  and  people  of  colour  are  computed,  in 
a report  of  a committee  of  the‘houfe  of  aflembly  of  the  12th 
of  November,  1788,  at  500  in  each  parilh,  on  an  average  of 
the  whole;  which  makes  10,000,  exclufive  of  the  black 
people  called  Maroons,  who  enjoy  a limited  degree  of  freedona 
by  treaty.  Thefe,  by  the  lafl;  returns  that  I have  feen,  amount 
to  about  1^00  fIJ, 

Pf  negroes  in  a Hate  of  flavery  in  this  ifland,  the  precife 
number  in  December,  as  afcertained  on  oath  in  the  rolls 

(/J  It  Is  generally  fuppofed,  and  has  beeii  very  confidently  aflerted,  that  thefe 
people  have  decreafed  ; hut  the  faiSt  is  otherwife.  The  miftake  has  arifen  from 
the  circurnftance  that  feme  of  their  towns  have  been  deferted ; which  is  indeed 
true,  hut  the  caufe  has  been,  that  the  negroes  have  only  removed  from  one  town 
to  anotner.  It  is  fufficiently  known,  that  ^hey  are  the  defetndants  of  negroes 
formerly  in  rebellion,  with  whom,  in  the  years  1738  and  1739,  Governor 
Trclawitcy  entered  into  treaty,  wh;ch  the  AlTembly  confirmed,  and  granted  them 
freedom  under  certain  limitations.  The  number  that  furrendered  was  under 
Ooo.  Tn  the  year  1770  they  confifted  of  885  men,  women,  and  children.  In 
llif  year  1773  they  v/ere  1,028  ; and  they  were  increafed  in  1788  to  1,333- 

from 
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from  which  the  poll-tax  is  levied,  was  210,894;  and  as  it 
may  anfwer  more  ufeful  purpofes.  hereafter  than  the  mere  gra- 


tificatioH  of  curiofity,  I fhall  diftinguifh  the  numbers  in 
parifh,  which  are  the  following.: 

St.  Dorothy  — • 

3,129' 

St.  Catherine  — - 

— 

S»304- 

St.  John  — — 

— 

5,880 

St.  Thomas  in  the  Vale 

— 

7459 

Vere  •—  — 

— 

7,4*7 

St.  Mary  — - — 

— 

i7>H4 

St.  Ann  — — 

i3»324 

Kingfton  — — 

. — 

6,162 

St.  Andrew  — — 

— 

9,613 

St.  David  — — _ 

— 

2,88r 

St.  Thomas  in  the  Eaft' 

— 

20,492^ 

Portland  — 

' 4437^ 

St.  George  „ — — 

— 

5,050: 

St.  Elizabeth  — 

— 

13,280  ■ 

Hanover  — — 

— 

1 7,61 2 

St.  James  — — ■ 

— 

18,546 

Trelawney  — — 

— 

19,318 

Portr  Royal  — 

— 

2,229- 

Weftmoreland  — 

— 

16,700 

Clarendon  — ■ — 

— 

J4»747^ 

Total  i 

— 

210,894 

I'l'  appears,  however,  from  the  report  of  a committee  of  the 
alfembly  above  cited,  that  in  moft  of  the  pari  dies  it  is  cuf- 

6 ternary 
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BOOK  tomary  to  exempt  perfons  not  having  more  than  fix  negroes, 
^ from  the  payment  of  taxes  on  flaves,  whereby  many  of  the 

negroes,  efpecially  in  the  towns  are  not  given  in  to  the 
diiferent  veftries,  and  the  returns  of  a great  many  others  are 
fraudulently  concealed ; thus  the  tax-rolls  do  not  contain  the 
full  number  of  Haves,  which,  in  the  opinion  of  the  committee, 
were  at  that  time  240,00©,  at  the  leaft ; and  there  is  not  a 
doubt  that  .upwards  of  10,000  have  been  left  in  the  country 
from  the  importations  of  the  laft  two  years,  exclufive  of  de- 
creafe.  The  whole  number  of  inhabitants  therefore,  of  all 
complexions  and  conditions,  may  be  Rated  as  follows  : 

Whites  - - -----  30,000 

Freed  negroes,  and  people  of  colour  1 0,000 
Maroons '------  - 1,400 

Negro  flaves  ------  250,000 


Total  ■-  291,400 


The  trade  of  this  ifland  will  bell  appear  by  the  quantity  of 
Ihipping  and  the  number  of  feamen  to  which  it  gives  employ- 
ment, and  the  nature  and  quantity  of  its  exports.  The  follow- 
ing is  an  account,  from  the  books  of  the  Infpedlor  General 
of  Great  Britain,  of  the  number  of  veflels  of  all  kinds,  their 
regillered  tonnage  and  number  of  men,  which  cleared  from  the 


(m)  In  Kingfton,  for  inftance,  the  real  number  is  16,659,  inftead  of  6,162,  the 
number  on  the  tax-rolls.  On  an  average  of  the  whole  number  of  pariflics,  the 
negroes  not  given  in  or  returned  may  be  reckoned  at  one-feventh  part  of  the 
whole. 


fcveral 
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feveral  ports  of  entry  in  Jamaica  in  the  year  1787,  excluhve  of  C H A P. 
coafling  floops,  wherries,  &c.  viz.  . • 


■ Nutwber 

of  Veflels. 

Tonnage. 

Men; 

For  Great  Britain  - - - 

242 

63471 

7.748 

Ireland  ----- 

10 

1,231 

91 

American  States  - - 

133 

13,041 

893 

Britilh  American  Colonies 

66 

6.>33 

449 

Foreign  Weft  Indies  - 

22 

1,903 

1 55 

Africa  ----- 

I 

109 

8 

Total  - 

474 

85,888 

9»344 

It  muft,  however,  be  obferved,  that  as  many  of  the  vefTels 
clearing  for  America  and  the  foreign  Weft  Indies  make  two 
or  more  voyages  in  the  year,  it  is  ufual,  in  computing  the  real 
number  of  thofe  veflels,  their  tonnage  and  men,  to  deduft  one- 
third  from  the  official  numbers.  With  this  corred:ion  the 
total  to  all  parts  is  400  veflels,  containing  78,862  tons,  navi- 
gated by  8,845 

The  exports  for  the  fame  year  are  given  on  the  lame 
authority,  as  follows 


G g 


V©L.  I. 


Inlpedlor- 


Inlpedior-Generars  Account  of  the  Jamaica  Exports,  between  the  5th  of  January  1787  and  the 
5th  of  January  1788;  with  the  Value  in  Sterling  Money,  according  to  the  Prices  then  cur^nt 
at  the  London  Markets 
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But  it  muft  be  noted,  that  a confiderable  part  of  the  cotton,  CHAP, 
indigo,  tobacco,  mahogany,  dye-woods,  and  mifcelkneous  ar- 
tides,  included  in  the  preceding  account,  is  the  produce  of  the 
foreign  Weft  Indies  imported  into  Jamaica,  partly  under  the  ... 
free-port  law,  and  partly  in  fmall  Britilh  veftels  employed  in 
a contraband  traffick  with  the  Spanilh  American  territories, 
payment  of  which  is  made  chiefly  in  Britifti  manufadures  and 
negroes  j and  conftderable  quantities  of  bullion,  obtained  by 
the  fame  means,  are  annually  remitted  to  Great  Britain,  of 
which  no  precife  accounts  can  be  procured. 

« 

The  , General  Account  of  Imports  into  Jamaica  will  ftand 

nearly  as  follows,  viz.  i . ' ‘ . 


Gg  2 


IMPORTS 
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IMPORTS-  INTO  JAMAICA. 


From  Great  Britain^  . , 

^reftv  acG^mg  i ^ ggg  g 

to  a retuin  of  iheAp : 


for  1787  - - > 


72,275  3 I 


From  IreUndy  1 allow  a moiety  of  the  whole  Import  to  the 
Britilh.Weft  Indies,,  confiding  ot  manufaflmres  ;and>  faked, 
provifions  to  the  amount  of  ^.277,000  ' 

From  Africa^  I>345  negroes  (iji.at  £.^o  fterling  each — (This 

, is  wholly  a Britifh  trade  carried  on  in  fliips  from  England) 

From- the  Britijh  Colonies  in  America  (including  about  20,000 
quintal*  of  falted  cod  from  Newfoundland)' 

From  ^tUnited  States^  Indian  corn,,  wheat  flour,- rice,  lumber,, 
ftaves,  &c.  imported  in  Britifli  Ihips- 

'Fiorsi  Madeira  ictid.  Tenerife y in  fhips  trading  circuitoufly  from 
Great  Britain,  500  pipes  of  wine  (exclufive  of  wines  for 
re-exportation)  at  JO  fterling  the  pipe 

From  the  Foreign  Wefi  under  the  free-port  law,  8cc.- 

ealculated  on  an  average  of  three  years  (k) 


L* 

758.932- 

138,500 

2IJ,8oO- 

30.000 
190,000' 

15.000 
150,000 


r.  il 

5-  4r 


Total 


jC.  1,496,232  5 4 


(i)  Being  an  average  of  the  whole  numher  imported  and  retained  In  the  illand  for  ten  years,  177® 
to  1787,  as  returned  by  the  Infpeftor-Geneial.  The  import  of  the  lall  three  years  is  much  greater.- 

(k)  From  returns  of  the  Infpeflor-GeneraL  The  following-arc  the  particulars  for  the  year  1787,. 


Cotton  Woof 

. 

194,000  lbs. 

Cacao  - • 

Cattle,  visf. 

64,750  lbs,. 

AlTes 

4f' 

Horfes 

. 

233 

Mules 

- 

585>  - 

Gxen 

243- 

Sheep 

• 

98' 

1,202-  No; 

Dying  Woods 

- 

5,077  Tons* 

Gum  Guiacum 

» 79  Barrels. 

Hides 

- 

- 4-537  No. 

Indigo 

Mahogany 

Tortoife  Shell 

- 4,663  lbs. 

“ 9,993  Planks* 

- 655  lbs. 

Dollars  - 

r.. 

- 53.850  No. 

SOUE 
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Some  part  of  this  eftimate,  however,  is  not  fo  perfe(fl  as  c H A P. 
might  be  wiihed  j inafmuch  as  in  the  accounts  made  up  at  the  V. 

Infped:or-Generars  office  of  goods  exported  from  Great  Britain,  ' 

the)  reckon  only  the  original  coft,  whereas  the  Britifh  merchant 
being  commonly  the  exporter,  the  whole  of  his  profits,  together 
with  the  freight,  infurance,  and  factorage  commiffions  in  the 
ifland,  (hould  be  taken  into  the  account,  becaufe  the  whole  are 
comprized  in  one  charge  againfl  the  planter.  On  the  Britifh 
fupply,  therefore,  I calculate  that  twenty  /fer  cent,  fhould  be- 
adued  for  thofe  items ; which  makes  the  fum  total  £.1,648,018’ 

14  J-.  4^.  fterling- money,. 

After  all,  it  is  very  pofTible  that  fome  errors  may  have  crept 
into  the  calculation,  and  the  balance  or  furplus  arifing  from- 
the  exvcfs  of  the  exports,  may  be  more  or  lefs  than  appears 
b}  the  flattmcnt  which  I have  given  j but  this  is  a confideration 
of  little  importance  in  a national  view,  inafmuch  as  the  finab 
profit  arifing  from  the  whole  fyflem,  ultimately  refts  and 

centers  in  Great  Britain ; a conclufion  which  was  well' 

illufl rated  formerly  by  the  lords  commiffioners  for  trade  and 
plantations,  in  a report  made  by  them  on  the  ftate  of  the  Britifh- 
fugar  colonies  in  the  year  1734;  an  extract  from  which,,  as  it 
ferves  likewife  to  point  out  the  progrefs  of  this  ifland  during 
the  lafl  fifty  years,  I fhall  prefent  to  the  readciv 

“ The  annual  amount  (fay  their  Lordfhips)' of  our  exports 
to  Jamaica,  at  a medium  of  four  years,  from  Chriftmas  1728  to- 
Chriflmas  1732,  as  it  ftands  computed  in  the  cufiom-houfe 
books,  appears  to  have. been  - • £*I47»^75*  2.  $}• 

The 
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The  medium  of  our  imports  (1)  from  Ja- 
maica, in  the  fame  year,  is  - ^.539499.  i8. 

So  that  the  annual  excefs  of  our  imports, 

in  that  period,  is  no  lefs  than  - 391,824.  15.  1 1|, 

“ But  it  muft  not  be  imagined,  that  this  excefs  is  a debt 
upon  Great  Britain  to  the  illand  of  Jamaica ; a part  of  it  muft 
‘ be  placed  to  the  account  of  Negroes,  and  other  goods,  feat  to 
the  Spanifli  Weft  Indies,  the  produce  of  which  is  returned  to 
England  byway  of  Jamaica;  another  part  to  the  debt  due  to 
i our  African  traders  from  the  people  of  Jamaica,  for  the  Negroes 
which  are  p«rchafed  and  remain  there  for  the  fervice  of  the 
^.ifland  j a third  proportion  muft  be  placed  to  the  accqwt  of 
.,our  Northern  Colonies  on  the  continent  of  America,  whodif- 
charge  part  of  their  balance  with  Great  Britain  by  confign- 
ments  from  Jamaica,  arifing  from  the  provifions  and  lumber 
, .with  which  they  fupply  that  ifland ; the  remaining  part  of  the 
• excefs  in  our  importations  from  this  colony,  is  a profit  made 
'upon  our  trade,  whether  immediately  from  Great  Britain,  or 
by  way  of  Africa ; and  laftly,  it  is  a confideration  of  great  im- 
iportance  in  the  general  trade  of 'Great  Britain,  that  part  of  the 
ifugar,  and  other  merchandize  which  we  bring  from  Jamaica, 
is  re-exported  from  hence,  and  helps  to  make  good  our  balance 
in  trade  with  other  countries  in  Europe,” 

Having  mentioned  the  trade, which  is  carried  on  between 
this  ifland  and  the  Spanilh  territories  in  America,  fome  account 

(1)  The  Cuftom  Houfe  prices  of  goods  imported,  are  confiderably  lefi  thaa 
the  real  or  mercantile  prices— perhaps,  in  general,  about  one-third. 

I of 
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of  it  in  its  prefent  ftate,  andf  of  the  means  which  have  been  CHAP, 
adopted  by  the  Britifli  parliament  to  give  it  fupport,  may  not  V. 
be  unacceptable  to  my  readers.  It  ie  fufficiently  known  to  have 
been  formerly  an  intercourfe  of  vaft  extent,  and  highly  ad- 
vantageous to  Great  Britain,  having  been  fuppofed  to  give  em- 
ployment, about  the  beginning  of  the  prefent  century,  to  4,000 
tons  of  Englifh  fliipping,  and  to  create  an  annual  vent  of  Bri- 
tifh  goods  to  the  amount  of  one  million  and  a half  in  value. 

From  the  wretched  policy  of  the  court  of  Spain  towards  its 
American  fubje<fts,  by  endeavouring  to  compel  them  to  truft 
folely  to  the  mother-country,  for  almofl:  every  article  of  ne- 
ceflary  confumption,  at  the  very  time  that  fhe  was  incapable 
of  fupplying  a fiftieth  part  of  their  wants,  it  is  not  furprifing 
that  they  had  recourfe,  under  all  hazards,  to  thofe  nations  of 
Europe  which  were  able  and  willing  to  anfwer  their  demands. 

It  was  in  vain,  that  the  vefi'els  employed  in  this  traffick,  by  the 
Englifh  and  others,  were  condemned  to  confifcation,  and  the 
mariners  to  perpetual  confinement  and  flavery ; the  Spanifh 
Americans  fupplied  the  lofs  by  vefiels  of  their  own,  furniflied 
with  feamen  fo  well  acquainted  with  the  feveral  creeks  and 
bays,  as  enabled  them  to  profecute  the  contraband  with  facility 
and  advantage.  Thefe  vefiTels  received  every  poffible  encou- 
ragement in  our  iflands ; contrary,  it  mufi;  be  acknowledged, 
to  the  ftridt  letter  of  our  adls  of  navigation^  but  the  Britifh 
government,  aware  that  the  Spaniards  had  little  to  import 
befides  bullion,  but  horned  cattle,  mules,  and  horfes,  (fo 
ftecelTary  tq  the  'agriculture  of  the  fugar  colonies)  connived  at 
the  encouragement  that  was  given  them.  The  trade,  how> 
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ever,  has  heen,  for  many  years,  on  the  decline.  Since  the  year 
1748,  a wifer  and  more  liberal  policy  towards  its  American 
dominions,  feems  to  have  actuated  the  court  of  Madrid ; and 
the  contraband  traffick  has  gradually  lelTened,  in  proportion  as 
the  rigour  of  the  ancient  regulations  has  been  relaxed.  Ne- 
verthelefs,  the  intercourfe  with  this  illand,  in  Spaniih  veffels, 
was  Hill  very  confiderable  fo  late  as  the  year  1764.  About 
that  period,  direftions  were  ifliied  by  the  Englifli  miniftry  to 
enforce  the  laws  of  navigation  with  the  utmoft  ftridtnefs ; and 
eullom-houfe  commiffions  were  given  to  the  captains  of  our 
men  of  war,  with  orders  to  feize  all  foreign  veflels,  without 
diilindtion,  that  fhould  be  found  in  the  ports  of  our  Weft  Indian 
iilands ; a meafure  which  in  truth  was  converting  our  navy 
into  guarda-cojias,  for  the  king  of  Spain.  In  confequence  of 
thefe  proceedings,  the  Spaniards,  as  might  have  been  expedted, 
were  deterred  from  coming  near  us,  and  the  exports  from 
Great  Britain  to  Jamaica  alone  in  the  year  1765,  fell  ftiort  of 
the  year  1763,  j 6 8,000  fterliog. 


A WISER  miniftry  endeavoured  to  remedy  the  mifehief,  by 
giving  orders  for  the  admiflion  of  Spaniih  veflels  as  ufual ; but 
the  fubjedt  njatter  being  canvalfed  in  the  Britilh  parliament, 
the  nature  and  intent  of  thofe  orders  were  fo  fully  explained, 
that  the  Spaniih  court,  grown  wife  from  experience,  took  the 
alarm,  and  immediately  adopted  a meafure,  equally  prompt  and 
prudent,  for  counteradling  them.  This  was,  the  laying  open 
the  trade  to  the  iilands  of  Trinidad,  Porto- Rico,  Hifpaniola,  and 
Cuba,  to  every  province  in  Spain,  and  permitting  goods  of  all 
6 kinds 
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kinds  to  be  fent  thither,  on  the  payment  of  moderate  duties.  C H A,  P. 
Thus  the  temptation  of  an  illicit  commerce  with  foreign  ^ ^ 

nations,  being  in  a great  meafure  removed,  there  was  reafon  to 
believe  that  the  effecft  would  ceafe  with  the  caiife. 

Such,  however,  is  the  fuperlority  of  comparative  cheapnefs 
of  Britifli  manufactures,  that  it  is  probable  the  trade  would 
have  revived  to  a certain  degree,  if  the  Britifli  miniftry  of  1765, 
after  giving  orders  for  the  admiflion  of  Spanilh  velfels  into  our 
ports  in  the  Weft  Indies,  had  proceeded  no  further.  But, 
in  the  following  year,  they  obtained  an  aCt  of  parliament  for 
opening  the  chief  ports  of  Jamaica  and  Dominica,  to  all  foreign 
veffels  of  a certain  defcription.  , The  motives  which  influenced 
the  framers  of  this  law,  were  undoubtedly  laudable ; they  juftly 
confldered  the  recovery  of  the  Spanifli  trade  as  a matter  of  the 
utmoft  confequence,  and  concluded  that  the  traders  would  na- 
turally prefer  thofe  ports  in  which  their  fafety  was  founded  on 
law,  to  places  where  their  prefervation  depended  only  on  the 
pr.ecarious  tenure  of  connivance  and  favour.  Other  oftenfible 
reafons  were  aflSgned  in  fupport  of  the  meafure ; but  the  jea- 
loufy  of  5pain  was  awakened,  and  the  endeavours  of  the  Britifli 
parliament  on  this  occafion,  ferved  only  to  encreafe  the  evil 
which  was  meant  to  be  redrefl'ed.  By  an  unfortunate  over- 
flght,  the  collectors  at  the  feveral  Britifli  free-ports  were  in- 
ftruCted  to  keep  regular  accounts  of  the  entry  of  all  foreign 
veffels,  and  of  the  bullion  which  they  imported,  together  witli 
the  names  of  the  commanders.  Thefe  accounts  having  beeji 
tranfmitted  to  the  commiffloners  of  the  cuftoms  in  England, 
copies  of  them  were,  by  foine  means,  procured  .by  the  court 
VOL.I.  Hh  of 
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BOOK  ()>'  Spai'-;,  and  the  ablblute  deidriiftion  of  many  of  the  poor 
people  who  had  been  concerned  in  tranfporting  bullion  into 
our  illands,  was  the  confequence.  Tliis  intelligence  I received 
foon  afterwards  (having  at  that  time  the  direftion  of  the 
ciiftom-houfe  in  Jamaica)  from  a very  refpedlable  Spanith 
merchant,  who  produced  to  me  a letter  from  Carthagena,, 
containing  a recital  of  the  fadl,  accompanied  with  many 
/Iiocking  circumflances  of  unrelenting  feverity  in  the  Spanifh 
government.  Information  of  this  being  tranfmitted  to  the 
Britifh  mdniftry,  the  former  infl:ru6lions  were  revoked,  but  the 
remedy  came  too  late  ; — for  what  elfe  could  be  expected,  than 
that  the  Spaniards  would  naturally  fhun  all  intercourfe  with  a 
people,  whom  neither  the  fafety  .of  their  friends,  nor  their  own 
evident  intereft,  was  fufficient  to  engage  to  confidence  and 
fecrecy  ? 

The  little  trade,  therefore,  which  now  fubfifls  with  the 
fubjedts  of  Spain  in  America,  is  chiefly  carried  on  by  fmall 
veflels  from  Jamaica,  which  contrive  to  efcape  the  vigilance  of 
the  guarda-cojiai.  But  although,  with  regard  to  the  revival 
of  this  particular  branch  of  commerce,  I am  of  opinion,  that 
the  free-port  law  has  not  fo  fully  anfwered  the  expectation  of 
"its  framers,  as  might  have  been  wifhed  ; its  provifions, in  other 
refpeCls,  have  been  very  beneficial.  It  has  been  urged  againfl 
it,  that  it  gives  occafion  to  the  introduction  of  French  wines, 
brandies,  foap,  cambricks,  and  other  prohibited  articles  from 
Jlifpaniola;  and  there  is  no  doubt  that  fmall  veffels  from 
thence  frequently  claim  the  benefit  of  the  free-ports,  after 
having  fmuggled  alhore,  in  the  various  creeks  and  harbours  of 

^ this 
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this  Ifland,  where  no  cuftom-houfes  are  edabliflred,  large  quan- 
tities of  brandy,  to  the  great  prejudice  of  the  rum-market,  and 
other  contraband  goods.  It  may  be  urged  too,  that  the  per- 
miffion  given  by  the  a6t  to  the  importation  of  certain  of  the 
produ(fls  of  the  foreign  iflands,  is  hurtful  to  the  growers  of  the’ 
fame  commodities  in  Jamaica.  All  this  is  admitted ; but  on  the 
other  hand,  confidering  the  revenues  and  commerce  of  the  em- 
pire at  large,  as  obje<5ls  of  fuperior  concern  to  local  interefts,  it 
cannot  be  denied,  that  the  woollen  and  cotton  manufadtories  of 
Great  Britain  are  of  too  great  importance  not  to  be  fupplied 
with  the  valuable  materials  of  indigo  and  cotton-wool,  on  the 
eaiieil  and  cheapefl  terms  poflible.  The  quantities  of  thefe 
articles,  as  v/eil  as  of  woods  for  the  dyer,  imported  in  foreign 
bottoms  into  the  frec-ports,  are  very  con  fide rable.  This  fubjefl 
was  thoroughly  inveftigated  by  the  Britifh  Houfe  of  Commons 
in  1774  (when  the  aft  would  have  expired);  and  it  being 
given  in  evidence  that  thirty  thoufand  people  about  Manchefter 
w'ere  employed  in  the  velvet  manufactory,  for  which  the  St. 
Domingo  cotton  was  beft  adapted  ; and  that  both  Frencli  cotton 
and  indigo  had  been  imported  from  Jamaica  at  lead  thirty  per 
cent,  cheaper  than  the  fame  could  have  been  procured  at 
through  France — the  Houfe,  difregarding  all  colonial  oppofi- 
tion,  came  to  a reiolution,  “ that  the  continuance  of  frcc-ports 
in  Jamaica  would  be  highly  beneficial  to  the  trade  and  manu- 
fadtures  of  the  kingdom.”  The  adl  was  thereupon  renewed, 
and  has  fince  becii  made  perpetual. 

But  the  main  argument  which  was  originally  adduced  in 
defence  of  the  edabliihment  of  free-ports  in  Jamaica,  was 
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BOOK  founded  on  the  idea  that  thofe  ports  would  become  the  great 
mai't  for  fupplylng  foreigners  with  negroes.  It  was  faid,  that 
in  order  to  have  negroes  plenty  in  our  own  iflands,  every  en- 
couragement mud:  be  thrown  out  to  the  African  merchant,  to 
induce  him  to  augment  his  importations,  and  that  no  encourage- 
ment was  fo  great  as  that  of  an  opportunity  of  felling  part  of 
them  to  foreigners  for  ready  money ; a temptation,  it  was  urged, 
which  would  be,  as  it  heretofore  had  been,  the  means  that  a 
number  would  be  imported  fufficient  both  for  the  planter’s  ufe 
and  for  the  foreign  demand  ; and  it  was  added,  that  at  all  events 
the  French  would  deal  with  us,  if  the  Spaniards  would  not. 

Whether  it  be  a wife  and  politick  meafure  at  any  time  to 
permit  Britifh  fubjedls  to  fupply  foreigners  with  i^frican  la- 
bourers, is  a quedion  that  may  admit  of  difpute  (m) . I mean, 
at  prefent,  to  confine  myfelf  only  to  a recital  of  fadts ; and  it  is 
certain  tliat  the  very  great  demand  for  negroes  in  the  Ceded 
Iflands,  for  fome  years  after  the  adt  fird  took  place,  adedled 
tlie  Jamaica  import  in  a high  degree  ; and  in  i773>  ^ cir- 
cumdance  occurred  which  was  thought  to  render  a renewal 
of  the  free-port  law  a meafure  of  indifpenfable  neceflity. 
In  that  year  the  Spanidi’  Affiento  Company  at  Porto-Rico 

(vi)  The  re-export  of  negroes  from  the  Britifh  Weft  Indies,  for  the  laft  twenty 
years,  for  the  fwpply  of  the  French  and  Spaoifh  plantations,  has  not,  I believe, 
exceeded  one-fifdi  of  the  import.  It  was  greater  formerly,  and  during  the 
exiftence  of  the  Aflientp  contravt,  exceeded  one-third. — Perhaps  it  would  be  found 
en  the  whole,  that  Great  Britain  has,  by  this  means,  during  the  laft  century,  fup- 
plied  lier  rivals  and  enemies  with  upwards  of  500,000  African  labourers;  a cir- 
CLHTiftance  which  fufficiently  juftifies  the  doubt  tliat  I entertain  concerning  the 
wUdom  and  policy  of  this  branch  of  the  African  commerce. 

obtained- 


WEST  INDIES. 


237 


obtained  permiffion  to  remove  their  principal  facflory  to  the 
Havanna,  and  to  piirchafe  Haves  in  any  of  the  neighbouring 
iflands,  tranfporting  them  to  their  own  fettlements  in  Spanilh 
veffels.  It  w'as  eafily  forefeen,  that  Jamaica,  from  its  vicinity 
to  the  chief  colonies  of  Spain,  in  which  negroes  were  moft  in 
demand,  would  engage  a preference  from  the  purchafers ; 
wherefore,  that  encouragement  might  not  be  wanting,  the 
Britifli  parliament  not  only  renewed  the  free-port  law,  but  alfo 
took  ofF  the  duty  of  thirty  ihillings  fterling  a head,  which,  in 
the  former  ad:,  was  exaded  on  the  exportation  of  negroes, 
and  laid  only  a duty  of  two  {hillings  and  iix-pence,  in  lieu  of 
it.  The  refult  was — that  the  import  for  the  next  ten  years, 
exceeded  that  of  the  ten  years  preceding,  by  no  lefs  than 
22,213  negroes:  and  the  export  furpafled  that  of  the  former 
period,  to  the  number  of  5,952.  Such  part,  therefore,  of  this 
encreafed  export,  as  went  to  the  fupply  of  the  Spanidi  colo- 
nies, we  may  attribute  to  the  free-port  law ; for  it  is  probable, 
from  the  circumftances  {fated,  that  the  ancient  contraband 
{yflem  is  nearly  at  an  end.  In  like  manner  it  may  be  faid  of 
the  importation  of  foreign  indigo  and  cotton,  that  if  it  be  not 
made  in  foreign  velTels,  it  will  ceafe  altogether ; and  thus,  in- 
dead  of  infringing  the  navigation-ad,  as  Ibme  perfons  contend, 
the  meafure  of  opening  the  ports  is  dridly  conlbnant  to  the 
fpirit.  of  that  celebrated  law  j for,  by  furnilhing  an  augmenta- 
tion of  freights  to  Great  Britain,  it  tends  ultimately  to  the  en- 
creafe  of  our  {hipping. 

Having  now,  to  the  bed  of  my  judgment  and  knowledge, 
furnifbed  my  readers  with  fuch  particulars  as  may  enable  them 

to 
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BOOK  to  form  a tolerably  corrc-fl  idea  of  the  prefent  trade  and  pro- 
ib  , duflions  of  Jamaica,  I fhall  conclude  with  a concife  difplay  of 
Its  progrefs  in  cultivation  at  different  periods,  for  a century  paff. 

By  a letter,  dated  March  the  29th,  1673,  from  the  then  go- 
venior.  Sir  Thomas  Lynch,  to  Lord  Arlington,  the  Secretary 
of  State,  it  appears,  that  the  illandatthat  time  contained  7,768 
whites,  and  9,504  negroes?  its  chief  productions  were  cacao, 
indigo,  and  hides.  “ The  weather  (obferves  the  governor) 
has  been  feafonable,  and  the  fuccefs  in  planting  miraculous. 
Major-General  Bannifler  is  now  very  well,  but  by  the  next,  he 
fends  your  lordfsip  a pot  of  fugar^  and  ‘writes  you  its  fory”  It 
would  feem  from  hence,  that  the  cultivation  of  fugar  was  then 
but  juft  entered  upon,  and  that  Blome,  who  afferts  there  were 
feventy  fugar- works  in  1670,  was  miiinformed.  So  late  as  the 
year  1722,  the  illand  made  only  eleven  thoufand  hogflieads  of 
fugar,  of  lixteen  hundred  weight. 


From  that  time  I have  no  authentick  account  until  the  year 
1734,  when  the  illand  contained  7,644  whites  86,546 
negroes,  and  76,01 1 head  of  cattle.  The  value  of  the  im- 
ports from  this  illand  to  Great  Britain,  about  this  period,  were 
ftated  (as  we  have  feen)  by  the  Commiffioners  of  Trade,  at 
^.539,499.  18.  3I  fterling.  Of  the  particulars  I have  no 
account.  In  the  year  1739,  the  export  of  fugar  was  33,1 55 
hoglheads. 

(n ) The  circumftancc  of  the  decreafe  of  the  white  inhabitants  for  the  firft 
fixty  years,  may  appear  ftrange.  It  was  owing,  without  doubt,  to  the  decline  of 
the  privateering  trade,  which  gave  full  employment  to  the  lirft  adventurers. 
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In  1744,  the  numbers  were  9,640  whites,  1 12,428  negroes,  CHAP, 
and  88,036  head  of  cattle.  The  exports  at  this  period,  were 
nearly  about  35,000  hogfheads  of  fugar,  and  10,000  pun- 
cheons of  rum,  excluhve  of  fmaller  articles.  The  whole  might 
be  worth  £.600,000  fterling. 


In  1768,  the  whites  were  fuppofed  to  have  been  17,000. 
The  number  of  negroes  on  the  tax-rolls  were  166,914,  and  the 
cattle  135,773  head.  The  exports  (the  value  of  which  could 
hot  be  lefs  at  that  time  than  1,400,000  fterling)  were  thefe: 


Exports  froivt  Jamaica,  1768. 


To  Great  Britain  and  Ireland 
To  Nordi  America  ~ — 

■ Total  — 


f continued.) 


Hhds.  of 
Sugar,  of 
- 16  cwt. 

Pun*  of 
Rum,  of 

1 10  gal*. 

Bags  of 
Pimento, 
ofioolbs. 

Bags  of 
Ginger, 
of  70  lbs. 

Bags  of 
Cotton , of 
200  lbs. 

Bags  of 
Coffee,  of 
100  lbs. 

Tons  of 
Fu  flick 
and  Log. 
wood. 

54,181 

1,580 

11,127 

4,424 

13,116 

738 

2.551 

620 

2,21  I 

252 

1,49' 

2,712 

4.035 

55^761 

15.551 

13.854 

3.171 

2,463 

4,203 

4.035 

To  Great  Britain  and  Ireland 
To  North  America  — — 

Total 


Feet  of 
Mahogany. 

Tons  of 
Lig. 
Vitze. 

Tons  of 
Nic. 

Wood  and 
Ebony. 

Gall’  of 
Melaffes. 

\ 

Hides. 

Mrfcella- 

neous 

Articles. 

443.920 

424,080 

120 

26 

201,960 

2,287 

-t.  d. 
V alue 
unknown. 

868,000 

120 

26 

201,950 

2,287 

Cultivation^ 
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BOOK  Cultivation,  in  all  parts  of  Jamaica,  was  now  making 
^ , a great  and  rapid  progrefs.  In  1774,  the  exports  were  confi- 

derably  encreafed : The  following  account  of  them  is  extracted 
from  the  books  of  office,  kept  within  the  iiland. 


Exports  from  Jamaica,  1774* 


To  Great  Britain  and  Ireland 
l o North  America  — - 

T otal  - 


f continued,) 


.?■ 


1 

Hhds.  of 
Sugar,  of 
16  cwc. 

Pun’  of 
Rum,  of 

1 10  gal*. 

Bags  of 
Coffee,  of 
100  lbs. 

Barrels  of 
Indigo, of 
300  lbs. 

Ba^s  bf 
Ginger, 
of  70  lbs. 

Bags  of 
Pimento, 

of  ICO 
lbs. 

76,344 

1,960 

17.348 
: 8,726 

3.684 

2,863 

437 

I 

2.348 

579 

13.797 

552 

78.304 

26,074 

6.547 

438 

2.927 

14.349 

Cafks  of 
ditto,  of 
300  lbs. 

Bags  of 
Cotton, 
of  200 
lbs. 

Hhds.  of 
Melaffes, 
60  galP. 

Tons  of 
Logwood, 
and 

Fuftick. 

Feet  of 
Mahogany. 

Hides. 

To  Great  Britain  and  Ireland 
To  North  America  — — 

276 

47 

2,022 

88 

69 

951 

1,286  f 
26  i 

117,200 
1 2,080 

656 

8.636 

Total  — 

323 

2,1  10 

fy020 

r » 

I.313 

129,280 

9.292 

The 
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'The  amount  of  the  fum  total,  according  to  the  prices  CHAP, 
current,  including  the  fame  allowance  for  mlfcellaneous  articles, 
of  which  no  precife  account  can  be  obtained  as  was  allowed  by 
the  Infpeftor-General  for  the  year  1787,  -may  be  fairly  Ea ted 
at  two  millions  of  pounds  flerling. 


But  Jamaica  had  now  nearly  attained  the  meridian  of  its 
iprofperity  fnj  ; for  early  in  the  following  year,  the  fatal  and 
unnatural  war  which  has  terminated  in  the  difmemberment  of 
the  empire,  began  its  deftru^tive  progrefs  ; in  the  courfe  of 
which,  the  blamelefs  inhabitants  of  this  and  the  reft  of  the 
Britifti  fugar  iflands,  felt  all  its  effedls  without  having  merited 
the  flighteft  imputation  on  their  condudl.  Their  fources  of 
fupply  for  plantation  necefiaries  were  cut  off,  and  protedlion  at 
Tea,  if  not  denied,  was  not  given ; fo  that  their  produce  was 
feized  in  its  way  to  Great  Britain,  and  confifcated  without  in- 
terruption or  mercy.  To  fill  up  the  meafure  of  their  calamities, 
the  anger  of  the  Almighty  was  kindled  againft  them ; — no  lefs 
than  five  deftrudtive  hurricanes  in  the  fpace  of  feven  years, 
fpread  ruin  and  defoiation  throughout  every  ifland  ! The  laft 

(n)  The  greateft  irnprovement  whkh  Jamaica  has  manifefted  fince  1774,  has 
■been  in  the  encreafed  number  of  its  coffee  plantations.  In  that  year,  the  export 
coffee,  as  we  havefeen,  was  654,700  lbs.  In  1780,  the  crop  having  been 
-Ihipped  before  the  hurricane  happened,  the  export  was  735,392  lbs.  For  the 
4hree  laft  years,  of  which  I have  any  account,  the  export  was  as  follows  ; 

11788  — — i-»035,368  lbs. 

5789  1,493,282 

1.790  1,783,740 

I have  obtained  this  account  from  the  books  of  the  naval  officer  kept  in  the 
■ifland. 

Voi,T 
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Since  that  time,  however,  the  feafons  have  been  favourable  } 
and  the  crops  of  1788,  1789  and  1790,  were  confiderable. 
May  the  inhabitants  be  thankful,  that  it  has  thus  pleated  the 
Divine  Providence  to  remember  mercy  in  judgment  j.  and  may 
paH:  misfortunes  teach  them  thofe  leffons  of  fortitude,  frugality, 
and  forelight,  which  always  alleviate  affliftions,  and  fometimes- 
even  convert  them  into  blelTings. 

Nothing  now  remains  but  to  ftate  the  value  of  this  illand,. 
eonfidered  as  Britifh  property  ; of  which  the  elfimate  is  formed 
as  follows  :■ — 250,000  negroes  at  fifty  pounds  flerling  each^ 
make  twelve  millions  and  a half ; the  landed  and  perfonal  pro- 
perty to  which  thefe  negroes  are  appurtenant  (including  the 
buildings)  are  very  fairly  and  moderately  reckoned  at  double 
the  value  of  the  Haves  themfelves ; making,  twenty- five  millions 
in  addition  to  the  twelve  million  five  hundred  thoufand  pounds 
I have' Hated  before  ^ and,  in  further  addition,  the  houfes  and 
property  in  the  towns,  and  the  veffels  employed  in  the  trade,- 
are  valued  at  one  million  five  hundred  thoufand  pounds  more  ^ 
amounting  in  the  whole  to  thirty-nine  millions  of  pounds- 
Herling^ 


A P P E N- 


County  of  Cornwall.  County  of  Surry.  County  of  Middlefex. 
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NUMBER  I. 


A P P E N- 
DIX. 

\m  II  ^ J 


A Return  of  the  Number  of  Sugar  Plantations,  in  the 
Ifland  of  JAMAICA,  and  the  Negro  Slaves  thereon,  on 
the  28th  March,  1789,  diftinguiihing  the  feveral  Pariflies. 


Parifli  of  St.  Mary  - - - - 

St,  Anne  - - - 

St.  John  - _ _ 

St.  Dorothy  - - - 

— St.  Thomas  in  the  Vale 

Clarendon  - - - 

Vere  - _ - - 

St.  Catharine 


No.  of 

Sugar 

Plant. 

Negroes 

thereon. 

63 

12,065 

30 

4,908 

21 

3>7i3 

1 2 

1,776 

33 

5^327 

56 

10,150 

26 

5*279 

3- 

408 

Parifh  of  St.  Andrew  - 


Portland 
Port  Royal 
St.  David 


Kingfton 


Total  in  the  County  of  Surry  - 


Pariih  of  Trelawney 

St.  James 

■■  ■■  Hanover 


St.  Elizabeth 


- 

83 

15*692 

- 

67 

12,482 

- 

69 

13*330 

“ 

62 

1 1,219 

- 

26 

5,112 

Total  in  the  County  of  Middlefex  - - 244 


- • 

24 

3*540 

- 

14 

2*795 

- 

23 

2,968 

- 

3 

358 

- - 

1 2 

1,890 

the  Eaft 

83 

Nil. 

15*786 

<5 

U u 

^ 3 
E e 

3 


43,626 


2 ^ 


159127,337 


Total  in  the  County  of  Cornv/all  - 


307 


57,835 


- 710  128,79s 


Total  in  Jamaica 
I i 2 


N u M 8 £ R 


employed  in  the 

Cultivation  of 

Su^ar. 
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Hijiorical  Account  of  the  Confttutmt  of  famaica ; drawn  up^ 
in  iy6i^,for  the  information  of  his  Majejifs  Mmifers^  by  his 
'Excellency  William  Henry:  Lyttelton  Governor  andr. 

Cojnmander  in  Chief  of.  that  If  and. . 

IT  does  net  appear  that  there  was  any  form  of  civil  govern-- 
ment  eftablifhed.  in  the  illand  of  Jamaica  before  the 
Reftoration  when  Colonel  D’Oyley,  wHo  had  then  the  chief 
command  under  a commiffion  from,  the  lord  Protestor,  was. 
confirmed  in  that  command  by  a commiflion  from  Ring  Charles, , 
dated  the  13  th  of  February,  1661.. 


His  commiffion,  which  recites  the  king’s  defife  to  give  alL 
.protedllon  and  encouragement  to . the  people  of  Jamaica,  and 
to  provide;  for  its  fecurity.  and  good  government,  empowers 
him  to  execute  his  trufl;  according  to  fuch  powers  and  auth’o-- 
rities  as  are  contained  in  his  commiffion  and  the  inftrudtions . 
annexed  to  it,  and  fuch  as  fhould  from  time  to  time  be  given- 
to  him  by.his  majefty,  and  according- to'fuch  good, Juft,  and. 
reafonable  cufioms  and  conftitutions-.as  were  exercifed  andi 
fettled  in  other  colonies  j or  fuch  other  as  fhould,  upon  mature  ’ 
advice  and  confideration,  be  held  neceflary  and  proper  for  the  • 
good  government  and  fecurity  of  the  ifland,  provided  they  werej 
not  repugnant  to  the  laws  of  England... 


(a)  Created  Lord  Weftcote,  of  the  kingdom  of  Ireland,  in  1776. 
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Ft  further  empowers  him  to  take  unto  him  a council  of  twelve  A'P  P E N*- 
perfons,  to  be  elebled  by  the  people  according  to  the  manner  pre-  Dl  X. 
fcribed  in  the  inftrudlions  j and,  by  the  advice  of  any  five  or- 
more  of  them*  to  conftitute  civil  judicatories,  with  power  to 
adminifter  oaths to  command  all  the  military  forces  in  the- 
ifland,  and  put  in  force  and  execute  martial  law;  to  grant 
commiffions,  . with  the  advice  of  his  council,  for  the  finding  out 
new  trades  ; and  to  do  and  perform  all  other  orders  wiiich 
might  conduce  to  the  good  of  the  ifland.  The  infiruitions 
confifi:  of.  fifteen  articles : 

The  firfi:  diredis  the.  commifiion  to.  be  publifhed,  and  the 
king  proclaimed. 

The  third  regulates  the  manner  of  electing  the  council, 
eleven  of  which  to  be  chofen  indifferently,  by  as  many  of  the 
officers  of  the  army,  planters,  and:  inhabitants,  as  could  be' 
conveniently  admitted  to  fuch  eledtion,  either  at  one  or  more 
places ; which  faid  perfons,  with  the  fecretary  of  the  ifland, 
who  was  thereby  appointed  always  to  be  one,  were  eftibliflied 
a council,  to  adviife  and-"  affift'the'governor  in. the  execution  of; 
his  trufi,  and  five  were  to  be  a quorum. 

The  fourth  and  fifth  articles  diredt  the  taking  the  oathsj, 
and  fettling  judicatories  for  the  civil  affairs  and  affairs  of  th© 
admiralty,  fori  the  peace  of  the  ifland,  and  determining, 
eontroverfy. 

The  fixth  diredts  the  governor  to  difcountenance  vice  and 
debauchery,  and  to  encourage  minifters,  that  Chrifiianity  and 
the  proteftant  religion,  according  to  the  church  of  England>^ 
might  have  due  reverence  and  exercife  amongfi  them. 

Tfi’e: 
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The  feventh  dircfts  the  fortifications  at  Cagway  to  be  com- 
pleted, and  empowers  him  to  compel,  not  only  foldiers,  but 
planters,  to  work  by  turns. 

The  eighth  diredls  him  to  encourage  the  planters,  and  to 
afllire  them  of  his  majefiy’s  protedlion : and,  by  the  ninth,  he 
is  to  caufe  an  accurate  furvey  to  be  made  of  the  ifiand. 

By  the  tenth  it  is  direfted,  that  the  fecretary  fhall  keep  a 
regifter  of  all  plantations  and  the  bounds  thereof;  and  diat  all 
perfons  fhall  be  obliged  to  plant  a proportionable  part  thereof 
within  a limited  time. 

The  eleventh  and  twelfth  diredt  all  encouragements  to  be 
given  to  fuch  negroes  and  others  as  fliall  fubmit  to  the  govern- 
ment, and  to  merchants  and  fuch  as  fhall  bring  any  trade  there, 
and  forbid  monopolizing. 

The  thirteenth  directs,  that  any  veflel  which  can  be  fpared 
from  the  defence  of  the  ifland,  fhall  be  employed  in  fetching 
fettlers  from  any  other  colonies,  and  that  no  foldiers  be  allowed 
to  depart  without  licence. 

The  fourteenth  relates  to  the  keeping  of  the  {lores  and  ^o- 
vifions  fent  to  the  ifland  : and  the  fifteenth  diredts  the  governor 
to  tranfmit,  from  time  to  time,  a flate  of  the  ifland,  and  all  hi» 
proceedings. 

In  1662,  Lord  Windfor  was  appointed  governor  of  Jamaica, 
by  commifiion  under  the  great  feal ; which,  befides  containing 
the  fame  powers  as  thole  contained  in  Col.  D’Oy ley’s  com- 
miflion,  direds,  that,  in  cafe  of  Lord  Windfdr’s  dying  or 
leaving  the  ifland^  the  government  fl^all  devolve  on  the  council, 
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or  any  feven  of  them,  and  appoints  a falary  of  two  thoufand  A P P E N- 
pounds  per  am.  payable  out  of  the  exchequer.  D I X. 

His  indrudlions  confift  of  twenty-two  articles.  The  firfl 
diredts  the  publication  of  his  commiflion : and  the  fecond,  the 
appointment  of  the  council,  according  to  his  commiflion  and 
the  inftrudlions.  But  it  muft  be  obferved  upon  this  article, 
that  no  diredtions  whatever  are  given,  either  in  the  commiffion, 

W'hich  refers  to  the  inftrudtions,  or  the  inflrudlions  themfelves, 
as  to  the  mode  in  which  the  council  fliall  be  appointed ; but 

IT  APPEARS,  THAT  THE  GOVERNOR  NAMED  THEM- 
HIMSELF. 

The  third,  fourth,  fifth,  fixth,  and  feventh  articles  relate  to 
the  adminiftering  oaths,  eftablilhing  judicatures,  and  providing, 
for  the  fecurity  of  the  adjacent  ifles. 

" The  eighth  diredbs-  encouragement  to  be  given  to  planters  tO’ 
remove  to  Jamaica  from  the  other  colonies. 

The  ninth  diredls  100,000  acres  of  land  to  beTet  apart  iu 
each  of  the  four  quarters  of  the  ifland  as  a royal  demefne,  a 
furvey  to  be  rhade,  and  a regilder  kept  of  all  grants,  and  a 
militia  formed. 

The  tenth  diredls  the  planters  to  be  encouraged,-  their  lands’ 
confirmed  unto  them  by  grants  under  the  great  feal,  and  ap- 
points 50,000  acres  of  land  to  the  governor,  for  his  own  ufe. 

The  eleventh  relates  to  the  encouragement  of  an  orthodox: 
minillry : and  the  twelfth  ehablhhes  a-  duty  of  five  per  cent.- 
upon  all  exports  after  the  expiration  of  feven  years. 

The  thirteenth,  fourteenth,  fifteenth,  and  fixteenth  articIes^ 
ewitain  general  diredtions  as  to  the  liberty  and-  freedom  of  trade 
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•BOOK  (except  with  the  Spaniards)  affiftanee'  to  the  neighbouring 
plantations,  and  the  iecurity  of  the  ifland,  by  obliging  planters 
,to  rehde  in  bodies  together,  and  in  contiguous  buildings. 

The  feventeenth  diredls,  that,  as  an  encouragement  to  men 
of  ability  to  go  to  the  ifland,  no  offices  fhall  be  held  by  deputy ; 
and  gives  a power  to  the  governor  of  fufpciffion  or  removal,  in 
.cafe  of  bad  behaviour. 

The  nineteenth  empowers  tire  governor  to  grant  royalties 
and  manors,  or  lordffiips,  to  contain  lefs  than  five  hundred 
acres. 

The  twentieth  empowers  the  governor,  with  advice  of  the 
council,  to  call  affiemblies,  to  make  laws,  and,  upon  imminent 
•fieceffity,  to  levy  money ; fuch  laws  to  be  in  force  two  years, 
.and  no  longer,  unlefs  approved  of  by  the  crown. 


'Bee  tlje  proclamation  of  the  \£fh  of  December,  1661,  upon 
nvhich  the  people  of  famaica  have  upon  any  occcifion  laid  fo 
much  f ref .. 

This  proclamation  was  puhliilied  by  Lord  Windfor  upon 
his  arrival ; but  nothing  elfe  material  arifes  out  of  his  fhort  ad- 
-miniftration  worth  notice,  for  he  Raid  but  tw©  months,  and  left 
the  ifland,  and  the  execution  of  his  commiffion,  to  Sir  Charles 
Lyttelton,  who  had  been  appointed  lieutenant-governor  5 and 
who  governed  with  the  advice  of  a council  of  twelve,  appointed 
by  'himfelf,  and  called  an  affembly  that  made  a body  of  laws, 
amongfl  which  was  one ‘for  raffing  a revenue. 

Nothing,  however,  which  appears  to  be  material,  as  to  the 
form  of  the  conftitution,  occured  during  his  adminiffiatioE, 

which 
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vvhkh  continued  about  twenty  months  j when  he  was  fuper-  At^PEK- 
feded  by  the  arrival  of  Sir  Thomas  Modyford,  who  was  ap-  DIX. 
pointed  governor  in  chief  by  a commiflion  under  the  great  feal, 
which  empowered  him  either  to  conftitute,  by  his  own  au- 
thority, a privy-council  of  twelve  perfons,  or  to  continue  the 
old  one,  and  to  alter,  change,  or  augment  it  as  he  thought 
proper  j to  create  judicatories  ; and  make  laws,  orders,  and 
conftitutions,  provided  they  did  not  extend  to  take  away  any 
right  or  freehold,  or  the  intered:  of  any  perfon  in  their  rights 
or  freeholds,  goods  or  chattels,  and  that  they  were  tranfhiitted 
to  his  majefty  for  allowance  or  difapprobation. 

He  was  further  empowered  to  command  and  difcipline  all 
military  forces,  to  ufe  martial  law  upon  perfons  in  military  fer- 
vice,  and  eftablifh  articles  of  war  ; to  create  courts  of  admi- 
ralty, according  to  fuch  authority  as  he  fhould  receive  from 
the  lord  high  admiral ; to  erecfl  forts  and  fortifications ; to 
cftablifh  ports,  cities,  towns,  boroughs,  and  villages  j to  create 
manors  and  lordfhips ; to  grant  charters  to  hold  fairs ; to  tak« 
furvcys,  and  keep  records  of  all  grants  of  lands,  under  fuch 
. moderate  quit-rents,  fervices,  and  acknowledgments  as  he 
fhould  think  fit  i and  to  prefcribe  terms  of  cultivation ; and 
grants  fo  made  under  the  fcal,  and  enrolled,  were  to  be  good 
and  valid  againfi:  the  crown ; to  grant  commiflions  for  finding 
) out  new  trades  to  pardon  all  offences,  except  murder  and 
treafon,  and  in  thofe  cafes  to  reprieve  f«r  twelve  months. 

He  was  allb  empowered,  with  the  advice  of  the  majority  of 
council,  to  frame  a method  for  eftablifliing  general  affemblies, 
and  from  time  to  time  to  call  fuch  affemblies  together,  and 
with  their  confent  to  pafs  all  manner  of  laws,  reftrving  to  him 
VoL.  I.  Kit  ' a negative 
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a negative  voice  j as  alfo,  upon  imminent  occafions,  to  levy 
money.  I'hefe  laws  not  to  extend  to  taking  away  any  one’s 
freehold,  or  to  the  lofs  of  a member,  and  to  be  in  force  only 
two  years,  unlefs  approved  and  confirmed  by  the  crown. 

This  commiffion  appoints  a falary  to  the  governor  of  one 
thoufand  pounds  per  annum,  payable  out  of  the  exchequer. 

The  infi;ru(!dions,  which  confift  of  twenty  articles,  relate  to 
the  encouragement  to  be  given  to  planters  to  come  from  the 
other  colonies  j to  the  allowance  fettled  upon  himfelf  and  the 
other  officers  j and  extend  to  mofl  of  the  points  contained  in 
Lord  Windfor’s  inferudions ; but  dire(51:,  that  the  meafure  of 
fetting  out  the  400,000  acres,  as  a royal  demefne,  fhall  be  fuf- 
pended  j that  no  duties  fhall  be  laid  in  the  ifland  upon  the  im- 
port or  export  of  any  goods  for  twenty-one  years,  nor  fhall  any 
duty  be  laid  here  upon  the  produce  of  Jamaica  for  five  years- 
By  thefe  inftrudtiops  it  appears,  that  the  crown  allowed  two 
thoufand  five  hundred  pounds  per  annum  for  the  fupport  of 
government  j and  what  was  wanted,  over  and  above,  was  to 
be  made  good  by  a duty  on  flro  g liquors,  either  made  or  im- 
ported, to  be  levied  by  the  authority  of  the  governor  and 
counoil. 


In  July,  1664,  Sir  Thomas  Modyford  iffiied  writs  for  elcA- 
ing  two  affembly-men  for  each  parifh ; which  affembly  met  in 
O<^dober  following. 

It  does  not  appear  that  this  aflembly  fad  above  a month  or 
two  before  they  were  diffolved ; but,  during  their  feffions,  they 
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pafTcd  a body  of  laws,  whicli  was  tranfmitted  to  the  lord  chan-  A P P E N- 
cellor,  to  be  laid  before  the  crown  : but,  not  being  confirmed,  D 1 
they  would  have  expired  at  the  end  of  two  years  i but  (as  I 
find  it  afferted  by  Lord  Vaughan)  the  governor  continued 
them  in  force  to  the  end  of  his  adminiftration,  by  an  order 
of  council.  I cannot,  however,  find  this  order  upon  record, 
but,  after  that  time  a great  many  ordinances  of  the  governor 
and  council,  in  the  nature  and  form  of  laws;  in  fome  of  which 
it  was  declared,  that  they  fhall  continue  in  force  until  another 
aflembly  was  called,  and  then  to  be  confirmed,  altered,  or  re- 
pealed, as  that  alTembly  fiiould  fee  convenient : but  no  other 
aflembly  was  called  during  Sir  Thomas  Modyford’s  admini- 
ftration. 


In  1670,  Sir  Thomas  Modyford  was  recalled,  and  Sir  Tho- 
mas Lynch  appointed  lieutenant-governor  and  commander  in 
chief,  with  the  fame  powers  as  Sir  Thomas  Modyford  had. 

On  the  I ft  of  December,  1671,  he  iffued  writs  for  calling 
an  aflfembly,  to  confift  of  two  perfons  for  each  parlfh ; which 
met  on  the  8th  of  January,  and  fat  till  June  following,  when 
the  governor  diflblved  them,  after  having  pafled  a body  of 
laws,  which  were  tranfmitted  to  England,  but  were  not  con- 
firmed^ 

In  May,  1673,  Sir  Thomas  Lynch  called  another  aflembly; 
but,  upon  their  refufing  to  grant  money  for  the  fortifications,>- 
he  diffolved  it  after  fitting  only  a few  days;  and,  in  January 
following,  upon  confideration  that  two  years  were  almoft  ex- 
pired fince  making  the  body  of  laws,  and  that  his  majefty  had 
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not  been  pleafed  to  fignify  his  royal  confent  to  them,  a new 
aflembly  was  called,  which  met  the  1 8 th  of  February,  and,  on 
the  J4th  of  March,  a new  body  of  laws  was  pafled,  which  were 
tranfmitted  to  England  j but,  not  being  confirmed  by  th« 
crown,  expired  at  the  end  of  two  years. 


On  the  3d  of  December,  1674,  Lord  Vaughan  was  ap- 
pointed governor  of  Jamaica.  A council,  confifting  of  twelve 
perfons,  was  named  in  the  commiffion,  with  power  to  him  to 
expel  or  fufpend  any  of  them,  and,  in  cafe  of  vacancies,  to  fill 
up  the  council  to  nine.  He  was  alfo  empowered  to  call  afi. 
femblies,  according  to  the  ufage  of  the  iQand  i and,  with  th« 
council  and  aflembly,  to  pafs  laws,  which  laws  were  to  be  in 
force  for  two  years,  unlefs  the  crown’s  pleafure  was  in  the 
mean  time  fignified  to  the  contrary,  and  no  longer,  except  they 
were  approved  and  confirmed  within  that  time.  In  the  paf-% 
fimg  of  thele  laws,  the  governor  was  to  have  a negative  voice,^ 
and  to  diflblve  any  alTembly,  as  he  fhould  think  proper. 

Upon  Lord  Vaughan’s  arrival  in  his  government,  he  called 
an  aflembly^  which  met  on  the  26th  of  April,  1675,  and  pafled. 
a new  body  of  laws. 

It  does  not  appear  when  this  aflembly  was  diflolved  ; but  .in 
March,  1676-7,  writs  were  iflhed  for  a new  aflembly,  which, 
met  on  the.  26th  of  that  month ; and,  having  paflTed  feveral 
©thef  laws,  they  were  diflTolved  on  the  26th  of  Jujy:  and  the; 
laws  paflTed  by  both  aflemblies  haying  been  tranfmitted  to.- 
England,  the  council,  took  them  into  their  cpnfideratlon,  and,, 
after  frequent  deliberations  upon  them,  and  many  alterations, 
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propofed,  they  were  referred,  with  the  council’s  obfervations  A P P E M. 
upon  them,  to  the  attorney-general  to  confider  thereof,  and  D I X. 

to  form  a new  body  of  laws  for  the  good  government  of  this 
iftand^ 

With  thefe  laws,  the  council  took  into  con (i deration  the  ftatc 
and  conftitution  of  Jamaica,  and  made  the  reports  upon  it  here- 
unto annexed,  vide  Document Sy  No.  1,2. 

Thefe  reports  having  been  confirmed,  a commiflion  pafled 
the  great  feal,  conftituting  Lord  Garlifle  governor  of  Jamaica, 
by  which,  and  by  the  inftrudlions  annexed  thereto,  vide  No. 
j,  4.  the  form  of  government  propofed  in  the  council’s  report 
was  adopted  and  eftablifhed.  ' 

Upon  Lord  CarlHle’s  arrivaf  in  His  government,  he  found 
the  people  very  much  diflatisfied  with  and  averfe  to  this  new 
form  of  government  j as  will  better  appear  by  his  letters,  vide 
No,  5,  6,  7,  8,  9,  10. 

Thefe  letters  and  papers  being  taken  into  confideration  by 
the  council,  as  alfo  a report  thereon  by  the  committee,  the 
council,  on  the  4th  of  April,  1679,  made  the  order  No.  ii  ; 
and,  on  the  28th,  of  May  following,  the  annexed  report.  No.  1 2, 
was  prefented  to  his  majefty,  and,  being  approved,  was  tranfr 
mittedto  the  EarLof  Carlifle,  with  the  annexed  letter,  No.  13. 

Upon  receipt  of  thefe  papers,  the  Lord  Carlifle  communi- 
cated them  to  the  affembly,  who  prefented  an  addrefs  in  anfwer 
to  the  report  of  the  2,8th  of.  May  j which  addrefs  was  tranfr 
mitted  to  the  council  by  Lord  Carlifle.  Fide  No.  14,  15,  i 6> 

17,  i8v  19,  20. 

On  the  5th  of  March,  1679-80,  the  council  took  into  con-. 

Indexation  the  letters  received  fronx  the  Earl  of  Carlifle;  and, 
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BOOK  the  annexed  extradls  (No.  21  to  38,  inclujive)  of  their  pio- 
n.  ceedings  will  fhew  their  feveral  refolutions  and  diredions  in 
confequence  thereof. 

It  is  impoffible,  at  this  diftance  of  time,  to  judge  what  mo- 
tives could  have  induced  the  council,  after  they  had  fliewn  lb 
much  firmnefs  and  refolution  to  fupport  the  rights  of  the 
crown,  by  eftablifliing  in  Jamaica  the  Irifh  conftitution,  to  give 
the  point  up,  as  it  appears  they  did  by  the  annexed  explanatory 
commidion  to  Lord  Carlifle,  No.  39,  which  contains  the  fame 
power  of  making  laws  in  affembly  as  is  now  given  to  the  gol- 
vernor  of  Jamaica,  and  which,  from  that  time,  has  been  mi- 
nutely the  fame ; excepting  only,  that,  in  1716,  the  governor 
was  directed,  by  inftrudtions,  not  to  pafs  any  laws  that  fhould 
repeal  a law  confirmed  by  the  crown,  without  a claufe  of  fuf- 
penfion,  or  firll  tranfmitting  the  draft  of  a bill ; and,  in  1734, 
this  limitation  was  extended  to  all  laws  for  repealing  others, 
though  fuch  repealed  law  Ihould  not  have  been  confirmed  by 
the  crown 

(b)  Neither  of  thefe  orders  are  enforced,  except  in  the  cafe  of  private  bills,  the 
alTembly  having  conftantly  refufed  to  admit  fufpending  claufes  in  any  publick  aft, 
and  the  crown  has  long  fince  given  up  the  point. 

It  is  impofllble  to  quit  this  Hiftorical  Account,  without  lamenting  that  Its 
able  and  accomplilbed  author  fhould  have  committed  himfelf  as  he  has  done  in 
the  concluding  paragraph.  The  wicked  attempt  to  introduce  an  arbitrary  form 
of  government,  he  terms  fupportlng  tht  juft  rights  of  the  crowrty  and  feems  very 
ferioully  to  lament  that  the  privy-council  had  not  finnnefs  and  refolution  to  per- 
in, their  prejedl. 
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NUMBER  1. 

The  Right  honourable  the  Lords  of  the  Committee  for  Trade 
and  Plantations  having  this  day  prefented  to  the  Board  the 
cnfuing  Report  j viz. 

May  it  please  your  majesty, 

WE  having,  according  to  the  truft  repofed  in  us  in  reference  to 

your  majefty’s  plantations,  taken  in  confideration  the  prefent  A P P E N* 
ftate  and  government  of  the  ifland  of  Jamaica,  particularly  fuch  matters  ^ 
as,  from  the  nature  of  affairs  as  they  now  ftand  there,  we  have  judged  - 

neceffary  to  be  recommended-  ,to  the  Right  honourable  the  Earl  of  Car- 
lifle,  whom  your  majefty  has  been  pleafed  to  nominate  and  conftitute 
governor  of  the  faid  ifland  ; and  having,  after  feveral  meetings,  agreed 
upon  the  following  particulars,  we  moft  humbly  crave  leave  to  lay  them 
before  your  majefty,  for  your  royal  determination. 

The  firft  point  that  did  occur  moft  worthy  to  be  confidered  by  us  was, 
the  power  and  manner  of  enabling  laws  for  the  civil,  military,  and  ec- 
clefiaftical  government;  and,  upon  taking  a view  of  what  has  been  prac- 
tifed  fince  your  majefty’s  happy  reftoration  in  the  legiflative,  we  find,  that ' 
the  methods  and  authorities  for  the  framing  and  ordaining  the  faid  laws 
have  been  only  fuch  as  were  direfted  by  your  royal  commiflion  unto 
your  majefty’s  feveral  goveraors,  or  prefcribed  by  the  inftrudions  given 
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BOOK  tHcm  from  time  to  time  ; and  that  as  the  conftitutlon  and  exigency  of 

II.  affairs  have  often  changed,  fo  your  majefty  has  thought  fit  varioufly  to 

' '■  adapt  your  royal  orders  thereunto  5 and,  by  the  laft  commillion,  given 

unto  the  Loitl  Vaughan,  your  rt^ajefty  was  pleafed  to  empower  his  lord- 
fliip,  with  the  advice  of  your  majefty’s  council,  from  time  to  time  to  fum- 
mon  general  aflemhlies  of  freeholders,  who  have  authority,  with  the 
advice  and  confent  of  the  governor  and  council,  to  make  and  ordain 
laws  for  the  government  of  the  ifland  ; which  laws  are  to  be  in  force  for 
the  fpace  of  two  years,  except  in  the  mean  time  your  majefty’s  pleafure 
be  fignified  to  the  contrary,  and  no  longer,  unlefs  they  be  confirmed  by 
your  majefty  within  that  time.  Having,  therefore,  dire(5led  our  thoughts 
towards  the  confequences  and  effefls  which  have  been  produced,  or  may 
arife,  from  this  authority  derived  unto  the  laid  freeholders  and  planters, 
which  we  obferve  to  have  received  a daily  increafe  by  the  refolutions  they 
have  taken,  lefs  agreeable  to  your  majefty’s  intention,  we  do  moft  hum- 
bly offer  our  opinions,  that  the  laws  tranfmitted  by  the  Lord  Vaughan, 
which  are  now  under  confideration  in  order  to  be  enadied  by  your  ma- 
jefty, may  be  entrufted  in  the  hands  of  the  Earl  of  Carlifle,  who,  upon 
his  arrival  in  the  ifland,  may  offer  them  unto  the  next  affembly,  that  they 
may  be  confented  unto  as  laws  originally  coming  from  your  majefty ; 
and  that,  for  the  future,  no  legiflatlve  affembly  be  called  without  your 
majefty’s  fpecial  directions ; but  that,  upon  emergencies,  the  governor 
do  acquaint  your  majefty  by  letters  with  the  neceflfty  of  calling  fuch 
an  affembly,  and  pray  your  majefty’s  confent  and  directions  for  their 
meeting  5 and,  at  the  fame  time,  do  prefent  unto  your  majefty  a fcheme 
of  fuch  acts  as  he  fhall  think  fit  and  neceffary,  that  your  majefty  may 
take  the  fame  into  confideration,  and  return  them  in  the  form  wherein 
your  majefty  fhall  think  fit  that  they  be  enafted  ; that  the  governor, 
'fpon  receipt  of  your  majefty’s  commands,  fhall  then  fummon  an  af- 
’fr?«bly,  and  propofe  the  faid  laws  for  their  confent,  fo  that  the  fame  me- 
thod in  legiflative  matters  be  made  ufe  of  in  Jamaica  as  in  Ireland,  ac- 
cording to  the  form  preferibed  by  Poyning’s  law ; and  that,  therefore, 
the  prefent  ftyle  of  enafting  laws.  By  the  governor^  council^  and  repre- 
Jentatives  of  the  commons  ajfmbled^  be  converted  into  the  flyle  of.  Be  it 
^ V enaefed 
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e}tabl:d  by  the  king's  mojl  excellent  niajejly,  by  and  with  the  conjcnt  cf  the 
general  ajfemhly. 

We  are  further  of  opinion,  that  no  efcheats,  fines,  forfeitures,  or  pe- 
nalties, be  mentioned  in  the  faid  laws  to  be  applied  to  the  publick  ufe  of 
the  ifland ; and  that  your  majtfly  do  infi:ru(!I;  your  governor  to  difpofe 
thereof  for  the  fupport  of  the  government.  It  is  alfo  our  opinion,  that 
in  all  laws  for  levying  of  money,  and  raifing  a publick  revenue,  the  claufes 
whereby  the  faid  levies  are  appropriated  unto  the  publick  ufe  of  the  ifland, 
without  any  mention  made  of  your  majefiy,  or  unto  your  majefty  for  the 
faid  publick  ufe,  are  fo  far  derogatory  to  your  majefey’s  right  of  fove- 
reignty,  that  they  ought  to  be,  for  the  future,  altered  and  made  agreeable 
to  the  ftyle  of  England. 

We  do  likewife  offer  it  unto  your  majefty  as  neceftary,  that  no  mi- 
nifter  be  received  in  Jamaica  without  licence  from  the  right  reverend 
the  lord  bifhop  of  London  j and  that  none  having  his  lordfnip’s  li- 
cence be  rejeded,  without  fufficient  caufe  alledged  ; as  alfo,  that  in  the 
diredion  of  all  church  affairs,  the  minifter  be  admitted  into  the  refpec- 
tive  veftries. 


A P P E N- 


Di  X. 


And  whereas  it  has  upon  fome  occafions  proved  inconvenient,  that  the 
members  of  the  council  have  been  conftituted  by  your  majefty’s  com- 
miffion ; we  are  of  opinion,  that,  for  the  future,  they  be  only  named  in 
the  inftrudions  of  the  governor;  for  the  ftrengthening  of  whofe  autho- 
rity under  your  majefty  we  do  offer,  that  he  may  have  power  to  fufpend 
any  of  the  faid  members,'if  he  fee  juft  caufe,  without  receiving  the  ad- 
vice and  confent  of  the  council ; and  alfo,  that  none  of  the  faid  fo  fuf- 
pended,  or  by  your  majefty’s  order  difplaced,  from  that  truft,  may  be 
permitted  to  be  received  into  the  general  affembly. 

And  whereas  nothing  can  contribute  more  to  the  welfare  of  your  ma- 
jefty’s ifland,  than  that  all  means  be  found  out  for  the  increafe  of  trade  • 
we  do  offer,  for  the  encouragement  thereof,,  that  a mint  be  allowed  in 
Jamaica,  in  fuch  manner  that  no  prejudice  do  arife  unto  yo»r  majefty’s 
pther  dominions,  or  that  what  bullion  is  brought  from  thence  may  be 
coinM  here  in  England  3 provided  that  all  fuch  coins  may  bear  vour 
VoL.  I.  ‘ LI  majefty’s 
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majcfly  s royal  fuperfcriptiQn,  and  not  be  impoled  in  payment  elle- 
wliere. 

All  ^v!uch, 

Finch, 

D A N B Y, 

Worcester, 

Essex, 

FauCON  BERRY, 
Craven, 

' . H.  Coventry. 

Tbo.  Dolmax, 


His  majefly,  taking  the  fame  in  confideration,  was  pleafed 
to  approve  thereof ; and  did  order,  that  the  Right  ho- 
nourable Mr.  Secretary  Coventry  do  prepare  a com- 
miffion  and  inftrudlions*  for  his  majefly’s  royal  ligna- 
ture,  for  the  Earl  of  Carlifle,  according  to  tlie  tenor  of 
the  faid  report. 


NUMBER  II. 

At  the  Court  at  WhitehalU  the  i^th  of  February^  1677-8.- 
P RESENT,  the  King’s  Moft  Excellent  Majefty  in  Council. 

Upon  reading  this  at  the  board,  a report  from  the  Right 
honourable  the  Lords  of  the  Committee  for  Trade  and 
Plantations,  in  the  words  following  : 

May  it  pleafe  your  Majefty, 

HAVING  received,  on  the  i2th  of  January  laft  paft,  from  the 
Right  honourable  Mr,  Secretary  Coventry,  a draft  of  a commiflion  and 
® . inftrudions 
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inftructions  for  the  Earl  of  Carlifle,  whom  your  majefty  has  appointed  A PPEN- 
to  be  your  governor  of  Jamaica}  and  having,  after  feveral  additions  D I X. 

and  alterations,  remitted  the  fame  unto  Mr.  Secretary  Coventry,  on  the  ' ' 

cd  inft.  we  crave  leave  to  offer  to  your  majefty  the  moft  rnaterial  points 
which- did  occur  unto  us  upon  perufal  of  the  faid  draft;  which  areas 
followeth ; 

id.  As  we  are  of  opinion  that  all  members  of  council  in  Jamaica 
may,  for  the  more  eafy  paffing  of  laws,  be  admitted  into  the  affembly,  if 
duly  elected  by  the  freeholders;  fo  we  cannot  but  advife  your  majefty, 
that  as  well  the  members  of  the  faid  council  fufpended  by  your  majefty’s 
governor,  as  the  members  difplaced  by  your  majefty,  may  be  rendered 
incapable  during  which  fufpenfion  of  being  admitted  into  the  affembly. 

2,d.  That  although  your  majefty  has,  by  an  order  of  the  i6th  of  No- 
vember laft  paft,  thought  fit  that  no  affembly  be  called  without  your 
majefty’s  efpecial  leave  and  diredtions;  we  think  it  very  important,  for 
your  majefty’s  fervice  and  fafety  of  the  ifland,  that  in  cafe  of  invafion, 
rebellion,  or  fome  other  very  urgent  neceffity,  your  majefty’s  governor 
may  have  power,  with  the  confent  of  the  affembly,  to  pafs  adts  for 
raiding  of  money,  to  anfwer  the  occafions  arifing  by  fuch  urgent  ne- 
ceffities. 

3d.  That  whereas  hitherto,  within  your  majefty’s  ifland  of  Jamaica, 
the  oaths  of  allegiance  and  fupremacy  have  not  been  im.pofed  on  perfons 
that  bear  any  part  of  the  government,  except  the  members  and  officers 
of  the  council,  and  all  judges  and  juftices;  fo,  for  the  prevention  of  fu- 
ture inconveniencies,  and  greater  affurance  of  loyalty,  towards  your  ma- 
jefty, we  are  humbly  of  opinion,  that  all  perfons  eledted  into  the  affembly 
fliail,  before  their  fitting,  take  the  oaths  of  allegiance  and  fupremacy, 
which  your  majefty’s  governor  fliall  commiffionate  fit  perfons,  under  the 
leal  of  the  ifland,  to  adminifter  unto  them,  and  that,  without  taking  the 
faid  oaths,  none  fhall  be  capable  of  fitting,  although  eledled. 

We  have  likewife,  purfuant  to  your  majefty’s  orders,  prepared  a body 
of  lav/s,  fuch  as  the  Right  honourable  the  Earl  of  Carlifle  may  be  em- 
powered to  carry  with  him,  and  to  offer  unto  the  affembly  of  Jamaica  for 
their  confent.  Whereas  we  do  not  find,  fince  your  majefty’s  happy  reftora- 
tion,  that  any  laws  tranfmitted  from  your  majefty’s  plantations  have 
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bfen  confirmed  by  your  majefty,  either  under  the  great  leal  of  Eng- 
land, or  any  other  fignification  of  your  majefty’s  pleafure  (the  adt  of  four 
and  a half  fer  cent,  in  the  Caribbee  ifiands  only  excepted,  which  was 
confirmed  by  the  order  of  council)  and  the  intended  method  of  enacting 
laws  in  Jamaica  hath  not  as  yet  been  put  in  pradtice;  we  humbly  crave 
your  majefty’s  royal  determination,  whether  the  faid  laws  fhall  pafs  only 
by  order  of  your  majefty  in  council,  or  under  the  great  leal  of  England, 
that  we  may  accordingly  be  enabled  fitly  to  prefent  them  unto  your 
royal  view. 

All  which,  ^c. 

His  majefty  was  pleafed  to  order,  that  Mr.  Secretary  Co- 
ventry do  prepare  Lord  Carlille’s  commiftion  and  in- 
fti  udlions  concerning  thefe  matters  accordingly : and  as  for 
the  laws  of  the  faid  ifland,  his  majefty  by  an  order  of  the 
board,  hath  been  pleafed  this  day  to  declare  his  pleafure, 
that  they  lhall  pafs  under  the  great  feal  of  England. 

NUMBER  III. 

of  King  Charles  the  Second's  Commijficn  to  the  Earl  of  Carlijle. 

AND  we  do  hereby  give  and  grant  unto  you,  with  the  advice  and 
conlent  of  the'  faid  council,  full  power  and  authority,  from  time  to  time, 
as  need  lhall  require,  to  fiimmon  or  call  general  aflemblic'S  of  the  free- 
holders and  planters  within  the  faid  ifiand,  and  other  the  territories 
under  your  government,  in  fuch  manner  and  form  as  haih  been  foinreily 
*‘praftifed  and  ufed  in  the  faid  ifland  of  Jamaica. 

' And  our  will  and  pleafure  is,  that  the  perfons  thereupon  duly  elected, 
and  having  before  their  fitting  taken  the  oaths  of  allegiance  and  fupre- 
macy,  (which  you  ftiall  cemmiflionate  fit  perfons,  under  the  feal  of  our 
ifland,  to  adminifter,  and  without  taking  which  none  lhall  be  capable  of 
fitting,  though  ekfted)  fliall  be  called  and  held  the  general  alfembly^^^ 
3 - tie 
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the  faid  Ifland  of  Jamaica,  and  other  the  territcries  thereon  dependlngi  APPEN- 
and  fhall  have  flill  power  and  authority  to  agree  and  confcnt  unto  all  D I X.  ^ 
fuch  ftatutes  and  ordinances  for  the  publick  peace,  welfare,  and  good  ' 
government  of  the  faid  ifland,  and  other  the  territories  thereon  depend- 
ing, and  the  people  and  inhabitants  thereof,,  and  fuch  others  as  fhall 
refort  thereunto,  and  for  the  benefit  of  our  heirs  and  fucceffors,  as  having 
been  by  you,  with  advice  and  confent  of  the  faid  council,  framed  and 
tranfmitted  unto  us,  in  order  to  be  here  er.afted,  by  our  giving  our  con- 
fent thereunto,  faall  be  by  us  approved  and  remitted  unto  you  under  our 
great  feal  of  England  j v.'hich  faid  ftatutes,  laws,  and  ordinances,  are  to 
be  by  you  framed  as  near  as  conveniently  may  be  to  the  laws  and  flamtes 
of  our  kingdom  of  England. 

And  we  do  hereby,  neverthelefs,  authorize  and  empower  you,  in  cafe 
of  invafion,  rebellion,  or  fome  very  great  neceffity,  to  pafs  an  adl  or  adVs, 
by  and  with  the  confent  of  the  general  affembly,  without  tranfmicting  the 
fame  firft  to  us,  to  raife  money  within  the  faid  ifland,  and  the  territories 
within  your  government,  to  anfwer  the  occafions  arifing  by  fuch  urgent 
neceffities. 

And  we  give  you  likewife  full  power,  from  time  to  time,  as  you  fliall 
judge  it  neceffary,  to  diffolve  all  general  aflemblies,  as  aforefaid. 


NUMBER  IV.  . .-• 

ExiraSJ  of  King  Charles  the  Second’s  InJiruSlions  to  the  Earl'of  Carlifd, 

AND  whereas  by  our  commifTion  we  have  diredled  that,  for  the 
future,  no  general  affembly  be  called  without  our  fpecial  diredlions  j but 
that,  upon  occafion,  you  do  acquaint  us  by  letter  with  the  neceffity  pf 
calling  fuch  an  affembly,  and  pray  our  confent  and  diredlions  for  their  K 
meeting;  you  fhall,  at  the  fame  time,  tranfmit  unto  us,  with  the  advice  j . 
and  confent  of  the  council,  a draft  of  fuch  adls  as  you  fliall -think  fit 
and  neceffary  to  be  paffed,  that  we  may  take  the  fame  ipto  our  confi- 
«leration,  and  return  them  in  the  form  we  fhall  think  fit  to  be  enafted:  ' 

ini 
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BOOK  upon  the  receipt  of  our  commands,  you  fluall  then  fumm:on  an  ■ 

II.  affcnTiy,  aitd  propofe  the  fald  Jaws  for  their  confent. 

0.. — ,r— ' And  accordingly  v/e  have  ordered  to  be  delivered  unto  you  herewith,  a 

certain  body  of  lav/s,  for  the  ufe  of  our  faid  ifland,  framed  in  purfuance 
of  other  laws  tranfmitted  unto  us  by  former  governors,  with  fuch  altera- 
tions and  amendments  as  we  have  thought  fit,  with  the  advice  of  our 
privy-council  here;  which,  upon  your  arrival  in  our  faid  ifland,  you  fiiall 
offer  unto  the  next  affembly,  that  they  may  be  confented  to  and  enadted 
as  laws  originally  coming  from  us. 

We  are  willing,  neverthelefs,  that  in  cafe  of  invafion,  rebellion,  or 
‘ fome  very  urgent  neceffity,  you  pafs  an  adt  or  adls,  with  the  confent  of 
the  general  affembly,  without  tranfiTiitting  the  fame  firft  unto  us,  to  raife 
money  within  the  faid  ifland,  and  tite  territories  depending  thereon,  to 
anfwer  the  occafions  arifing  by  fuch  urgent  neceffities. 

And  you  fhall  take  care  that  the  prefent  ftyle  of  enadling  laws,  By  the 
governor y council^  and  refrejentatives  of  the  commons  ajfembledy  be  converted 
into  the  ftyle  of.  Be  it  enabled  by  the  king's  mojl  excellent  majejiyy  by  and 
with  the  confent  of  the  general  affembly. 


r NUMBER  V. 

Extras  of  a Letter  from  the  Earl  of  Carlifle  to  Mr.  Secretary  Coventry. 

I HAVE  fpoken  with  feveral  of  the  council,  and  find  fome  of  them 
much  diffatisfied  at  the  alterations  in  the  laws  and  manner  of  paffmg 
them,  particularly  at  the  latter  part  of  the  claufe  in  the  militia  bill : 
“ but  that  in  all  things  he  may,  upon  all  occafions  or  emergencies,  adt 
“ as  captain-general  and  governor  in  chief,  according  to  and  in  purfu- 
ance  of  all  the  powers  and  authorities  given  unto  him  by  his  majefty’s 
‘‘  commiflion ; any  thing  in  this  cafe,  or  any  other,  to  the  contrary  in 
anywife  notwithftanding;”  which  they  are  jealous  of,  left  that  thereby 
they  ftiall  make  it  legal  to  execute  all  inftrudlions  that  either  are  or  fhall 
be  fent  to  me,  or  any  other  fucceeding  governor;  which  fcruple  might 
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eafily  be  avoided,  but  that  the  great  feal  being  affixed  to  the  laws,  I A P P E N- 
have  no  power  to  make  alteration,  which  I might  have  done  both  to  D I X. 
their  fatisfadlion  and  the  prelervation  of  the  king’s  rights.  The  ad:  for  ' v ^ 
the  revenue,  too,  I fear  will  not  without  difficulty  pafs  j but  I fhall 
endeavour  all  I can  to  bring  them  to  pafs,  for  which  I have  greater 
inducements  than  my  being  here,  without  any  hopes  from  the  prefent 
ftate  of  the  treafury,  which  is  exhaufted  and  in  debt  for  their  new 
fortifications. 


NUMBER  VI. 

Copy  of  a Letter  to  Mr.  Secretary  Coventry  from  the  Earl  of  Carlifle. 

St.  fagOy  iith  September^  1678.- 
Sir, 

THE  affembly  met  on  the  2d  inftant,  and,  I find,  are  fo  diffiatisfied' 
with  the  alteration  of  the  government,  that  I queftion  whether  they 
will  pafs  any  of  thefe  laws  r they  have  objedlions  againft  feveral  of  them ; 
as  the  aft  for  the  revenue  that  is  perpetual,  and  may  be  diverted ; they 
are  nettled  at  the  expreffiion  in  the  preamble,  that  the  revenue  was  raifed 
by  the  governor  and  council ; and  though  they  cannot  deny  it  to  be 
truth,  yet  they  fay  that  council  was  elefted  by  the  people,  and,  though 
continued  under  the  name  of  a council,  yet  was  in  effeft  an  afiembly  or 
reprefentatives  of  the  people. 

I have  given  into  their  hands  a copy  of  that  aft  and  fourteen  more, 
and  gave  them  liberty  to  compare  them  with  the  original.  The  aft  of 
militia  and  fome  others  I keep  by  me,  till  I fee  what  they  will  do  with 
thofe  they  have.  All  the  afts  are  not  yet  tranfcribedj  for  but  one 
man  can  write  at  a time,  and  they  are  bulky  j but  1 have  enough  to  keep 
them  employed.  The  fpeaker  came  to  me  on  Saturday,  to  defire  liberty 
to  adjourn  for  a few  days,  which  I confented  to,  and  they  adjourned  till 
Thurfday  morning.  Lieut.  Col.  Beefton  is  fpeaker,  who  I recom- 
mended to  them  upon  Sir  H.  Morgan’s  afiurances  that  he  would  behave 
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Jj  O O K hinrifelf'vvell.  tie  hath  the  general  repute  of  an  lionefl  and  difereet  gen- 
ii. tleman,  though  he  figned  the  order  about  the  privateer,  at  which  fo 

' much  offence  was  taken ; but  I am  fatisfied  he  v/as  no  further  faulty, 

than  in  complying  with  the  diredions  of  the  afi'embly : and  I the  rather 
propofed  him  (whom  they  had  a mind  to  choofe)  to  gain  the  point 
quietly  of  recommending,  which  my  Lord  Vaughan,  I am  told,  neg- 
lected to  do. 

The  alfembly  appointed  a committee  to  compare  thefe  laws  with  their 
former  : it  is  faid  they  differ  in  many  things,  efpecially  from  thefe  laws 
laft  fent  from  Lord  Vaughan,  which  are  moft  ufefully  framed  for  their 
preient  benefit. 

Popular  difeourfes  here  as  well  as  in  England  ; a'nd  I find  a few  men’s 
notions  have  taken  fuch  place  with  the  leading  men  of  the  alfembly, 
that  they  rather  fet  themfelves  to  frame  arguments  againfl  the  prefent 
conflitution,  than  to  accommodate  things  under  it.  I cannot  yet  tell 
you  what  courfe  I fnall  take  to  remove  this  difficulty  ; but  I will  do  the 
beft  1 can.  I find  one  of  the  council  more  faulty  in  this  than  any  man 
in  the  ifiand,  but  am  unwilling  to  name  him  till  I have  tried  the  utmoff 
to  reclaim  him. 

Whilfl  we  are  here  bufy  about  fmall  matters,  I doubt  your  hands  are 
full  of  greater,  and  may  therefore  forget  us.  We  hear  the  French  and 
Dutch  are  agreed. 

I am.  Sir, 

Your  moft  humble  fervant, 

CARLISLE. 


NUMBER  VII. 


Extract  of  a Letter  from  the  Earl  of  Carlife  to  the  Committee^ 
i^th  OSioher^  1678. 

My  I.ords, 

I HAVE  met  v/ith  the  difficulties  here  I forefaw,  but  couki  neither 
.avoid  nor  prevent,  in  England.  The  general  affembly  meeting  on  the 

ad 


WEST  INDIES. 


265 


ad  of  September  laft,  I recommended  and  fent  to  them  the  feveral  bills  A P P E N- 
I brought  over  under  the  great  feal  of  England,  for  their  confent  to  be  D I X. 
enadled  j but  being  much  diflatisfied  at  the  new  frame  of  government,  -v— 
and  their  lofing  their  deliberative  part  of  power  in  altering  and  amending 
laws,  they  would  not  pafs  any  one  of  them,  but  threw  them  all  out  j 
but  prepared  an  addrefs,  with  a bill  of  impoft  upon  wines  and  other 
Itrong  liquors  for  one  year,  without  giving  me  notice  thereof,  in  fuch 
terms  and  form  as  was  not  fit  for  me  to  pafs  it : but  afterwards  chang- 
ing the  flyle  of  enabling,  as  diredted  in  my  inftrudlions,  with  fome  other 
amendments  to  this  bill,  the  publick  neceffities  of  the  ifland,  having 
contra6ted  many  debts  from  new  fortifications  and  falarles  already  due, 
requiring  it,  I gave  the  royal  aflentj  and  then,  on  the  12th  this  inftant 
Odober,  I diflblved  them.  My  earneft  fuit  to  all  your  lordfhips  is, 
that  you’ll  pleafe  to  have  me  in  your  thoughts,  and  the  prefent  ftate  of 
this  colony  under  your  lordlhips’  confideration,  for  fome  expedient  which 
may  be  elucidatory  to  the  power  given  me  by  my  commifiion  and  in- 
ftrudlions,  which  may  quiet  the  minds  of  perfons  generally  difiatisfied 
in  this  ifland,  which  is  moft  certainly  under  the  greateft;  hopes  of  im- 
provement of  all  the  iflands  in  the  Weft  Indies,  and  therefore  moft  fit 
for  to  be  encouraged,  with  the  king’s  countenance  and  fupport,  with 
good  and  acceptable  laws. 

What  bills  I fhall  fend  to  Mr.  Secretary  Coventry,  I pray  may  be 
difpatched  fpeedily  when  brought  before  your  lordlhips,  and  received  j 
an  order  to  be  pafled  through  all  offices  without  delay,  being  in  part  of 
what  is  fo  very  much  wanting  towards  the  fupport  of  the  good  govern- 
ment of  this  ifland. 


NUMBER  VIII. 

Copy  of  a Letter  from  the  Earl  of  Carli/le  to  the  Committee. 

My  Lords, 

A FORTNIGHT  ago  I gave  you  an  account  upon  what  terms 
I had  parted  with  the  aflembly.  I have  fince  thoroughly  confidered  of 
what  might  in  this  place  moft  conduce  to  his  majefty’s  fervice,  and 
could  not  think  of  any  better  expedient  than  to  fend  the  bearer 
VoL.  I.  M m 
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BOOK  Mr.  Atklnfon  to  wait  upon  your  lordfhips.  He  was  Secretary  to  Sir 
IF.  Thomas  Lynch  and  my  Lord  Vaughan,  and  has  been  enough  acquainted 
' V ^ witli  all  my  proceedings  fince  my  arrival,  fo  as  perf’eflly  able  to  fatisfy 
your  lordfliips  in  any  thing  you  may  defire  to  know  concerning  the 
place,  and  to  lay  before  you  all  the  feveral  interefts  of  his  majefty 
relating  to  it. 

My  lords,  I find  that  the  prefent  form  appointed  for  the  making  and 
pafTing  of  laws,  confidering  the  diftance  of  the  place,  is  very  impracSrica- 
ble,  befides  very  diftafleful  to  the  fenfe  of  the  people  here,  as  you  may 
obferve  by  the  affembly’s  addrefs  to  me;  and  if  your  lordfliips  will 
pleafe  to  move  his  majefty  to  fend  me  a general  inftriiftion  to  call 
another  affembly,  and  to  re-ena(51:  and  make  what  laws  are  fit  for  this 
place,  I could  then  order  the  matter  to  conclude  effecftually  to  his 
majedy’s  fervice.  I have,  by  Mr.  Atkinfon,  fent  you  the  drafts  of  fucli 
bills  as  are  the  mod  fundamental  and  chiefly  concern  his  majedy’s 
intereft;  and  I do  afliire  you,  that  I will  not  in  any  material  point  vary 
from  them.  He  will,  when  your  lordfliips  order  him  to  attend  you, 
lay  them  all  before  you,  and,  I believe,  give  your  lordfliips  fuch 
thorough  fatisfaftion,  that  you  will  reft  alTured  that  what  I defire  is  for 
his  majefty’s  fervice,  and  that  I fliall  be  enough  enabled  by  it  to  fettle 
every  thing  upon  fo  good  a foundation,  that  neither  his  majefty  nor 
your  lordlhips  will  ever  repent  of  having  made  any  deference  to  my 
opinion:  in  it,  my  lords,  much  fuccefs  depends  upon  the  difpatch,  and 
' of  the  circumftances  Mr.  Atkinfon  will  give  you  an  account.  His 
bufinefs  is  wholly  to  attend  your  lordfliips,  and,  I believe,  he  will  always 
be  in  the  way.  He  has  prayed  me  to  intercede  with  your  lordfliips,  to 
excufe  what  errors  he  may  commit,  as  having  been  a Weft-Indian  for 
thefe  eight  years  paft,  and  do  on  his  behalf  beg  that  favour  of  your 
lordfliips;  but  hope  that  he  will  prove  fo  difereet,  as  to  give  your  lord- 
fliips no  manner  of  offence.  I thought  it  the  readiefl;  and  bell  way  to 
have  all  things  rightly  underftood,  and  do  hope  that  iffue  will  be  pro- 
duced from  it. 

I am,  your  Lordfliips’  moft  humble,  and  obedient  fervant, 

CARLISLE. 

S^.  Jago  de  la  Vega^  Nov.  15,  1678, 
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NUMBER  IX. 

Extras  of  a Letter  from  the  Earl  of  Carlife  to  Mr.  Secretary  Ctvenfry, 

ON  the  2d  of  Septcrhbe*'  laft,  the  general  aflembly  met ; but  under  A P P E N- 
fo  much  diffatisfaftion  from  the  new  frame  of  government,  and  .their  D I X. 
lofing  their  deliberative  part  of  power,  in  framing,  altering,  and  amend-  ''  ^ 

ing  laws,  that  they  fpenc  near  a fortnight  very  uneafily  about  fome  of 
the  laws,  and  would  have  begun  with  the  bill  of  revenue  to  have  thrown 
that  out  firft,  as  a mark  of  their  difallowing  the  new  method  of  govern- 
ment, being  fo  highly  incenfed  that  tliey  were  near  queftioning  the 
king’s  power  and  authority  to  do  it:  infomuch,  that  I,  taking  the 
maintenance  thereof  to  be  in  my  charge,  and  finding  fome  of  the 
council  equally  difgufted  at  the  change  of  government,  and  forefeeing 
that  it  was  like  to  encourage  difeontent  in  the  afiembly,  to  take  them 
off,  and  leave  the  aflembly  upon  their  humour  by  themfelves,  I 
thought  it  abfolutely  neceflTary  to  put  this  quefiion  to  each  of  the 
counfellors,  in  thefe  words:  Do  you  fubmit  and  confent  to  this  pre- 
fent  form  of  government  which  his  majefty  hath  been  pleafed  to  order 
for  this  ifland  of  Jamaica?”  To  which  the  chief-juftice.  Col.  Longi 
refufed  to  anfwer,  with  two  more.  Col.  Charles  Whitfield  and  Col. 

Thomas  Freeman.  The  chief-juftice,  being  a man  of  veiy  great  influ- 
ence upon  the  aflembly,  I prefently  fufpended,  and  gave  the  other  two 
(lefs  dangerous)  till  morning  to  confider  on  it:  and  then  the  chief- 
juftice  fent  to  me  his  fubmifllon  under  his  hand,  and  Col.  Freeman 
fubmitted;  but  Col.  Charles  Whitfield,  otherwife  a very  good  man, 
went  away  into  the  country. 

The  aflembly  received  and  examined  all  the  laws  I brought  over,  and 
drew  up  their  reafons  againft  palfing  them ; of  each,  many  were  very  frivo- 
lous, and  the  beft  was,  becaufe  they  were  not  compared  with  and  amended 
by  the  laft  laws  of  my  Lord  Vaughan’s,  now  with  you,  and  received  fome 
two  days  before  my  coming  away,  the  fleet  then  flaying  in  the  Downs, 

»nd  my  departure  much  prefled  upon  the  expedtation  of  war.  Thefe 

M rn  2 reafons 


268 


HISTORY  OF  THE 


BOOK 

ir. 


reafons  againft  the  revenue  bill  I anfwered  individually}  but  no  means 
or  endeavours  either  I myfelf,  the  council,  or  both  could  ufe,  would 
prevail  with  them  to  pafs  any  one  of  them ; and  I look  upon  this  to  be 
their  chief  reafon,  that  by  not  pafllng  them  they  might  the  better  Ihew 
their  diflike  of  that  new  way  of  government ; though  they  urge  tliis  for 
their  enjoying  a power  of  altering  and  amending  laws,  the  necefllty  of 
changing  them  as  often  as  occafions  do  require,  and  the  diftance  from 
this  place  is  fo  great,  that  before  the  king’s  approbation  can  be  obtained 
to  a law,  and  returned  hither,  it  may  be  fit  for  the  publick  good  either  to 
lay  that  law  afide,  or  much  to  change  and  alter  it ; and,  indeed,  in  this 
part  of  the  objedion  I thinlc  they  are  in  the  right,  for  that  they  will 
want  temporary  laws  till  the  colony  be  better  grown:  and,  upon  tho- 
rough confideration  of  the  whole  matter  in  this  part,  I am  of  opinion 
it  is  very  advifable  and  requifite  that  there  fhould  be  leave  and  power 
from  the  king  to  make  laws  (not  relating  to  his  majefty’s  power  or  pre- 
rogative) to  endure  for  fome  term  till  his  royal  approbation  may  be  had 
therein}  and  of  this  I do  earneftly  entreat  your  care. 

Having  ufed  all  methods  poflible  with  the  feveral  members  apart, 
and  jointly  with  the  body  .of  the  aflembly,  for  the  pafllng  the  laws,  I 
was,  after  many  conferences  and  debates,  and  feveral  adjournments, 
fruftrated,  and  they  threw  them  all  out.  Afterwards,  in  a full  body,  by 
the  fpeaker  they  gave  me  the  inclofed  addrefs,  and  prefented  to  me  a 
bill  for  a publick  impoft,  prepared,  without  giving  me  notice  thereof,  in 
fuch  terms  and  forms  as  was  not  fit  for  me  to  pafs  it  in } but  at  laft  in 
fome  part  confented  to  fuch  amendments  as  I and  the  council  thought 
fit>  changing  the  flyle  of  enadfing  as  direfled  in  my  inftr nations,  but 
reftraining  it  to  one  year,  from  a fear  that  if  they  fhould  have  made  it 
perpetual,  they  fhould  be  affembled  no  more,  but  be  governed  by 
governor  and  council  as  they  were  in  CoL.  D’Oyley’s  time,  when  they 
enafted  laws,  not  only  for  the  revenue  but  other  occafions,  by  governor 
and  council,  and  fome  part  of  Sir  Charles  I.yttelton’s  time,  as  appears 
by  our  council-book  upon  the  place}  and  Sir  Thomas  Modyford  had 
an  inflruftion  to  continue  this  revenue  by  order  of  governor  and  council, 
the  aflembly  in  his  life-time  pafllng  it  perpetual}  and  in  Sir  Thomas 
Lynch’s  time  the  aflembly  made  it  perpetual,  but,  for  want  of  the  king’s 
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confent  they  both  are  fallen } but  now,  the  affembly  fay,  they  are  of  a A P P E N' 
better  underftanding  than  to  give  the  reins  out  of  their  own  hands.  D I X. 

To  this  bill,  the  ifland’s  affairs  being  under  great  prefllires  from  “ ■ 

publick  debts  contradted  for  the  new  fortifications  and  falaries  alr^dy 
due,  I gave-  the  royal  aflenti  and  then,  being  the  I2th  inftant,  I 
diffolved  them. 

Which  having  done,  and  not  being  fatisfied  with  the  behaviour  of 
the  aflembly  in  their  proceedings  in  relation  to  the  government  I flood 
charged  with,  moft  of  them  being  in  military  trufts,  I put  this  queftion 
to  each  of  them : “ Do  you  fubmit  to  this  form  of  government  which 
**  his  majefly  hath  been  pleafed  to  order  for  this  ifland  of  Jamaica?” 
to  which  feveral  of  them  neither  gave  me  a dutiful  nor  chearful  anfwer  j 
fome  did,  and  at  this  fome  are  much  diflatisfied.  - 


NUMBER  X.' 

May  it  pleafe  your  Excellency, 

WE,  the  members  chofen  by  his  majefly’s  writ  to  be  the  general  af- 
fembly  for  this  his  ifland  of  J amaica,  do,  with  a great  deal  of  thankful- 
nefs,  acknowledge  the  princely  care  which  his  majefly  hath  been  ever 
pleafed  to  have  of  this  his  colony,  and  of  which  your  excellency  hath 
likewife  given  to  us  very  late  and  frefh  aflurances:  and,  in  obedience  to 
his  majefly’s  commands,  we  have  perufed  the  feveral  bills  which  your 
excellency  fent  us;  and,  having  duly  examined  the  matters  contained 
in  them,  we  could  not  give  our  confent  to  any  of  them,  there  being 
divers  fundamental  errors,  which  we  particularly  obferved,  and  did  caufe 
them  to  be  entered  in  our  journal;  and  from  the  confideration  of  them 
we  cannot  but  refleft,  and  do  humbly  beg  your  excellency  to  reprefertt 
unto  his  mofl  facred  majefly,  the  great  inconveniencies  which  are  like 
to  redound  unto  this  his  ifland  by  this  method  and  manner  of  pafTing  of 
laws,  which  is  abfolutely  impradlicable,  and  will  not  only  tend  to  the 
great  difcouragement  of  the  prefent  planters,  but  likewife  put  a very 
fatal  flop  to  any  further  profecution  of  the  improvement  of  this  place, 
there  being  nothing  that  invites  people  more  to  fettle  and  remove  their 
I j family 
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family  and  (locks  into  this  remote  part  of  the  world,  than  the  afliirancc 
they  have  always  had  of  being  governed  in  fuch  manner  as  that  none  of 
their  rights  (hould  be  loft,  fo  long  as  they  were  within  the  dominions 
of  the  kingdom  of  England;  nor  can  we  believe  that  his  majefty  would 
have  made  this  alteration,  had  he  been  truly  informed  of  iiis  own  in- 
terefts,  and  of  that  which  is  proper  and  natural  for  the  conftitution  of 
this  ifland. 


My  lord,  you  that  are  now  our  governor,  and  here  upon  the  place, 
cannot  but  diftinguifh  both,  and  plainly  fee  that  which,  at  great  diftance, 
is  impoftible  to  be  known,  being  always  diftinguifhed  with  the  falfe  co- 
lours of  intereft  and  defign.  It  is  to  you,  therefore,  we  addrefs  our- 
felves;  and  do  humbly  beg  you  to  alTure  his  majefty,  which  we  do  from 
the  bottom  of  our  hearts  unfeignedly  declare,  that  we  are  his  true,  faith- 
•ful,  and  loyal  fubjeefts.  In  the  next  place,  fir,  we  humbly  beg  you  to 
lay  before  his  majefty  the  true  condition  of  this  ifland,  and  the  fevcral 
circuiTiftances  wherein  it  ftands:  the  fituation  and  natural  advantages 
of  the  place  will  very  probably,  by  God’s  bleffing,  in  a very  Ihort  time, 
, make  it  very  confiderable.  It  were  pity,  therefore,  that  any  flop  in  its 
infancy  flrould  be  put  to  it,  which  may  hinder  its  future  growth,*  and 
difappoint  thofe  hopes  which  his  majefty  hath  ever  had,  and  wliich  will 
no  doubt  of  it  come  to  pafs,  that,  if  this  ifland  be  encouraged  by  good 
government  and  wHolefome  laws,  it  will  eftedlually  ferve  very  many  in- 
terefts,  both  of  his  majefty’s  crown  and  the  nation’s  trade. 

Sir,  the  prefent  form  of  the  government,  as  it  is  now  appointed,  has 
thefe  plain  and  manifeft  inconveniencies  in  it: 

I ft.  That  the  diftance  of  this  place  renders  it  impcffible  to  be  put  in 
pradlice,  and  does  not  in  any  manner  fall  under  the  fame  confideratlon 
as  Ireland  does,  from  which,  we  conclude,  the  example  is  taken. 

ad.  1 he  nature  of  all  colonies  is  changeable,  and  confequently  the 
laws  muft  be  adapted  to  the  intereft  of  the  place,  and  muft  alter 
ivith  it. 

3d.  It  is  no  fmall  fatisfaflion  that  the  people,  by  their  reprefentatlvcs, 
have  a deliberative  power  in  the  making  of  laws;  the  negative  and  barely 
refolving  power  being  not  according  to  the  rights  of  Englifhmen,  and 
praftifed  no  where  but  in  thofe  commonwealths  where  ariftocracy  prevails. 

4th.  This 
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4th.  This  manner  of  form  of  the  government  brings  all  things  ab-  a P P E N- 
folute,  and  puts  it  into  the  power  of  a governor  to  do  what  he  pleafes,  DIX. 

which  is  not  his  majefty’s  interefl,  and  may  be  a temptation  for  even  ' ^ * 

good  men  to  commit  great  partialities  and  errors. 

5th.  The  method  which  has  been  always  ufed,  both  in  this  ifland  and 
all  other  colonies,  in  the  making  of  laws,  was  a greater  fecurity  to  his 
majefty’s  prerogative  than  the  prefent  form  ; for  a governor  durft  not 
confent  to  any  thing  againfl  his  inrereft  j and  if  he  did,  the  fignification 
of  the  king’s  pleafure  determined  the  laws,  fo  that  his  majefty  had  thereby 
a double  negative. 

Thus,  fir,  v/c  have  truly  laid  before  your  excellency  our  real  fenfe  j 
and  do  hope  that  your  excellency,  being  thoroughly  fatisfied  of  the  mif- 
chiefs  which  vdll  certainly  arlfe  to  this  place  from  the  reafons  we  have 
given,  will  in  that  manner  reprefent  our  condition  to  his  majefty,  that  he 
may  be  thereby  induced  to  give  an  inftrutftion  to  your  excellency,  to  pafs 
fuch  laws  as  are  municipal  and  fit  for  us,  and  in  the  fame  manner  which 
has  ever  been  praftifed  in  this  iftand  and  other  his  majefty’s  colonies  j. 
we  having  no  other  clann  in  it  than  to  exprefs  our  duty  to  the  king,  and 
our  unfeigned  fervice  and  gratitude  to  your  excellency,  for  mediating, 
that  which  is  fo  much  for  his  majefty’s  and  the  iiland’s  intereft. 

And  we  do  here  like  wife  prefent  unto  your  excellency  a bill  for  the 
raifmg  a publick  impoft  unto  his  majefty,  his  heirs  and  fuccefibrs,  for  the 
fupport  of  this  his  government ; and  do  hereby  beg  your  excellency  to 
accept  of  it  as  a real  demonftration  of  our  loyalty  to  our  prince  and  fer- 
vice to  your  excellency,  with  afTurance  that  we  ftiall,  upon  all  occafions^, 
be  ready  to  exprefs  fuch  further  teftimonies  of  the  fame  as  may  be  fuicr 
able  to  our  duty  and  allegiance. 
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N U M B E R XI. 

At  the  court  at  Whit  eh  all 3 n^th  of  Apr  ilj  1679, 

. Present,  the  King’s  Moft  Excellent  Majefty  in  Council. 

\ 

' Whereas  the  Right  honourable  the  Lords  of  the  Corw-' 
mittee  for  Trade  and  Plantations  did  this  day  make 
Report  unto  his  Majefty  in  Council, 

THAT  having,  in-puffuance  of  his  majefly’s  order,  confidered 
■the  prefent  ftate  and  conftitution  of  Jamaica,  and  the  government  thereof 
as  it  is  fettled  by  Ws  majefty’s  command,  their  lordfhips  fee  no  reafons 
why  any  alterations  fliould  be  made  in  the  method  of  making  laws  ac- 
cording to  the  ufage  of  Ireland,  for  which  their  lordfliips  are  preparing 
reafons  to  evince  the  neceflity  and  legality  of  the  fame.  And  that 
whereas  a ftiip  is  now  lying  in  the  Downs,  bound  for  that  ifland,  their 
lordfliips  advife,  that  the  Right  honourable  Mr.  Secretary  Coventry  do, 
by  this  conveyance,  inform  the  Earl  of  Carlifle  of  his  majefly’s  pleafure 
herein,  with  directions  that  all  things  be  dilpofed  to  this  end  j and  that, 
in  the  mean  time,  the  prefent  laws  enacted  by  Lord  Vaughan  be  con- 
tinued by  proclamation,  or  otherwife,  until  his  majefty’s  pleafure  be 
further  known ; as  alfo  that  his  lordfhip  do,  by  the  firft  conveyance, 
fend  over  an  authentick  copy  of  the  at  for  a publick  impoft,  lately  enated 
there,  according  to  his  lordfliip’s  inftrutions  for  matters  of  that  nature. 

His  majefty,  having  thought  fit  to  approve  thereof^  was 
pleafed  to  order,  as  it  is  hereby  ordered,  that  the  Right 
honourable  Mr.  Secretary  Coventry  do  fignify  his  ma- 
jefty’s pleafure  unto  the  Earl  of  Carlifle,  according  to 
ithe  faid  report. 
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At  the  Court  at  Whitebalk  the  iZth  of  May,  1679. 

Present,  the  King’s  Moft  Excellent  Majefty  in  Council. 

Whereas  there  was  this  day  read  at  the  Board  a Report 
from  the  Riglit  honourable  the  Lords  of  the  Committee 
for  Trade  and  Plantations,  in  the  words  followings 
viz. 

May  it  pleafe  your  Majefty, 

WE  have,  in  obedience  to  your  majefty’s  commands,  entered  into 
the  prefent  ftate  of  your  majefty ’s  ifland  of  Jamaica,  in  order  to  propofe 
fuch  means  as  may  put  an  end  to  the  great  difcouragernent  your  ma- 
jefty’s  good  fubjefts  there  lie  under  by  the  unfettled  condition  thereof 
occafioned  by  the  refufal  of  the  laws  lately  offered  by  the  Earl  of  Carliffe 
to  the  aflembly  for  their  confent ; at  which  proceedings  diflatisfaftion  ap- 
pears to  have  rifen  in  the  manner  following  : 

By  the  commiflion  granted  by  your  majefty  unto  the  Lord  Vaughan 
and  feveral  preceding  governors,  it  was  your  royal  pleafure  to  entruft 
the  affembly  of  Jamaica  with  a power  to  frame  and  enadt  laws,  by  the 
advice  and  confent  of  the  govenor  and  council ; which  laws  were  to  con- 
tinue in  force  for  the  fpace  of  two  years,  and  no  longer:  but  fo  it  hath 
happened,  that  your  majefty,  finding  the  inconveniencies  which  did  at- 
tend that  power  and  manner  of  making  laws,  by  the  irregular,  violent, 
and  unwarrantable  proceedings  of  the  aflembly,  was  pleafed,  with  the 
advice  of  your  privy  council,  to  provide,  by  the  Earl  of  Carlifle’s  com- 
miffion,  that  no  laws  fhould  be  enaded  in  Jamaica,  but  fuch  as,  beino- 
framed  by  the  governor  and  council,  and  tranfmitted  unto  your  majefty 
for  your  royal  approbation,  were  afterwards  remitted  to  Jamaica,  and 
confented  untO  by  the  aflembly  there;  and,  in  purfuance  thereof. 
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II.  by  the  general  aflembly,  upon  grounds  and  reafons  contained  in  an  ad- 

\ ; drefs  to  your  majefty’s  governor,  arid  in  divers  letters  received  from  his 

lordllrip  in  that  behalf. 

ift.  In  the  firft  place,  we  find,  they  are  unfatisfied  with  the  claufe  in 
the  militia  bill,  whereby  it  is  provided,  that  the  governor  may,  upon  all 
occafions  or  emergencies,  adt  as  governor  in  chief,  according  to  and  in 
purfuance  of  all  the  powers  and  authorities  given  unto  ^ him  by  your  ma- 
jeily’s  commiffion ; fearing  that  thereby  they  lhall  make  it  legal  to  ex- 
ecute all  inftrudtions  that  either  are  or  fhall  be  fent  your  majefty’s  go- 
v«rnor. 

, 2dly.  They  have  likewile  reje(fl;ed  the  bill  for  raiding  a public  revenue, 
as  being  perpetual,  and  liable  (as  they  fay)  to  be  diverted. 

jdly.  It  is  objedled,  that  thefaid  laws  contain  divers  fundamental  errors. 

4thly.  That  they  were  not  compared  with,  and  amended  by,  the  laft 
laws  fent  over  by  Lord  Vaughan. 

fthly.  That  the  diftance  of  the  place  renders  the  prefent  method  of 
palling  laws  wholly  impradlicable. 

6thly.  That  the  nature  of  all  colonies  is  changeable,  and  confe- 
quently  the  laws  muft  be  adapted  to  the  intereft  of  the  place,  and  alter 
with  it.  * 

ythly.  That  thereby  they  lofe  the  fatisfadtion  of  a deliberative  power  in 
making  laws. 

8thly.  That  this  form  of  government  renders  your  governor  abfo- 
lute. 

9thly.  That  by  the  former  method  of  enading  laws  your  majefty’s 
prerogative  was  better  fecured. 

Thefe‘  being  the  objedlions  and  pretences  upon  which  the  aflembly 
has,  with  fo  much  animofity,  proceeded  to  rejedt  thofe  bills  tranfmitted 
by  your  majefty,  we  cannot  but  offer,  for  your  majefty’s  information  and 
fatisfadlion,  fuch  a fliort  anfwer  thereunto  as  may  not  only  give  a tefti- 
mony  of  the  unreafonablenefs  of  their  proceedings,  but  alfo  furnilh  your 
governor,  when  occafion  fhall  forve,  with  fuch  arguments  as  may  be  fit 
to  be  ufed  in  juftification  of  your  majefty’s  commiffion  and  powers 
granted  tinto  him. 
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ift.  It  is  not  without  the  greateft  prefumptlon  that  they  go  about  to 
qiicftion  your  majelly’s  power  over  the  militia  in  that  ifland,  fince  it  has 
been  allowed  and  declared,  even  by  the  laws  of  this  your  kingdom,  that 
the  foie  fupreme  government,  command,  and  difpofition  of  the  militia, 
and  of  all  forces  by  fea  and  land,  and  of  all  forts  and  places  "of  ftrength, 
is  refiding  in  your  majefty,  within  all  your  majelly’s  realms  and 
dominions. 

2d.  The  objedlion  made  againft;  the  bill  for  the  public  revenue  hath  as 
little  ground,  fince  its  being  perpetual  is  no  more  than  what  was  formerly 
offered  by  them  unto  your  majefty,  during  the  government  of  Sir  Thomas 
Lynch,  in  the  fame  meafure  and  proportion  as  is  now  propofed  ; nor  can 
it  be  diverted,  fince  provifion  is  thereby  exprefsly  made,  that  the  fame 
fhall  be  for  the  better  ,fupport  of  that  government;  befides,  that  it  is  not 
fuitable  to  the  duty  and  modefty  of  fubjedts,  to  fufpeft  your  majefty ’s 
juftice  or  care  for  the  government  of  that  colony,  whofe  fettlement  and 
prefervation  have  been  moft  particularly  carried  on  by  your  majefty’s 
tender  regard,  and  by  the  great  expence  of  your  own  treafure. 

3d.  It  cannot  with  any  truth  be  faid,  that  tliefe  laws  contain  many 
and  great  errors,  nothing  having  been  done  therein  but  in  purfuance  of 
former  laws,  at  divers  times  enadted  by  the  aftembly,  and  with  the  advice 
of  your  majefty’s  privy- council,  as  well  as  the  opinion  and  approbation 
of  your  attorney-general,  upon  perufal  of  the  fame. 

4th.  To  the  fourth  objedlion  it  may  be  anfwered,  that,  if  any  thing 
had  been  found  of  moment  or  importance  in  the  laft  parcel  of  laws 
tranfmitted  by  the  Lord  Vaughan,  your  majefty’s  tender  care  of  your 
fubjedb  welfare  would  have  been  fuch  as  not  to  have  fent  thofe  bills 
imperfedl,  or  defedlive  in  any  neceflary  matter. 

5th.  As  to  the  diftance  of  the  place,  which  renders  (as  they  fay)  the 
prefent  method  of  making  laws  altogether  impradlicable,  your  majefty 
having  been  pleafed  to  regulate  the  fame,  by  the  advice  of  your  privy- 
council,  according  to  the  ufage  of  Ireland,  fuch  care  was  taken  as  that  no 
law  might  be  wanting  which  might  conduce  to  the  well-being  of  the 
plantation,  and  that  nothing  might  be  omitted  which  in  all  former 
governments  had  been  thought  neceflary ; nor  is  it  likely  that  this  colony 
is  fubjedt  to  greater  accidents  than  your  kingdom  of  Ireland,  fo  as  to 
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^ fuch  as  are  already  provided  for  upon  emergenciesj  or  in  other  manner 
^ ^han  is  diredfed  by  your  majcfly’s  commifTion  ; whereby  the  inhabitants 
irave  frtx;  accels  to  make  complaints  to  your  governor  and  council,  of 
any  defedf-  in  any  old  law,  or  to  give  reafons  for  any  new  one,  which, 
being  modelled  by  the  governor  and  council  into  form  of  law,  and 
tranfmitted  unto  your  majedy,  if  by  your  majefty  and  council  found 
reafonable,  may  be  tranfmitted  back  thither  to  be  enafled  accordingly. 

6th.  It  was  fufficiently  apparent  unto  your  majefty,  that  laws  muft 
* alter  with  the  intereft  of  the  place,  when  you  were  graciouflv  pleafed  to 
lodge  fuch  a power  in  that  government,  as  might  not  only,  from  time  to 
time,  with  your  majefty’s  approbation,  and  by  the  advice  both  of  your 
privy-council  here  and  of  the  governor  and  council  there,  enable  the 
aflembly  to  ^nacft;  new  laws  anfwerable  to  their  growing  neccflities,  but 
even,  upon  urgent  occafions,  to  provide,  by  raifing  money,  for  the  fecu- 
ri-ty  of  the  ifland,  without  attending  your  majefty’s  orders  or  confent. 

yth.  It  is  not  to  be  doubted  but  the  affembly  have  endeavoured  to 
grafp  all  power,  as  well  as  that  of  a deliberative  voice,  in  making  laws ; 
but  how  far  they  have  thereby  intrenched  upon  your  majefty’s  preroga- 
tive, and  exceeded  the  bounds  of  their  duty  and  loyalty,  upon  this  pre- 
tence, may  appear  by  their  late  exorbitant  and  unwarrantable  proceedings 
during  the  government  of  the  Lord  Vaughan,  in  ordering  and  figning  a 
warrant  unto  the  marfhal  of  the  ifland,  your  majefty’s  officer  of  juftice, 
for  the  flopping  and  preventing  the  execution  of  a fentence  pafTcd, 
according  to  the  ordinary  forms  of  law,  upon  a notorious  pirate  and 
difturber  of  your  majefty’s  peace : and  they  have  further  taken  upon 
them,  by  virtue  of  this  deliberative  power,  to  make  laws  contrary  to  thofc 
of  England,  and  to  imprifon  your  majefty’s  fubjedls ; nor  have  they  for- 
borne to  raife  money  by  public  adls,  and  to  difpofe  of  the  fame  according 
to  their  will  and  pleafure,  without  any  mention  made  of  your  majefty, 
which  has  never  in  like  cafe  been  pradifed  in  any  of  your  majefty’s 
kingdoms.  How  far,  therefore,  it  is  fit  to  intruft  them  with  a power 
which  they  have  thus  abufed,  and  to  which  they  have  no  pretenfion  of 
right,  was  the  fubjed  of  your  rnajefty’s  royal  commiffion,  when  you -were 
pleafed  to  put  a reftraint  upon  thofe  enormities,  and  to  take  the  reins  of 
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government  Into  your  own  hands,  which  they,  in  exprefs  words,  againft  a PP  K N- 
their  duty  and  allegiance,  have  challenged  and  refufed  to  part  with.  D I X. 

8th.  It^cannot  with  any  truth  be  fuppofed,  that,  by  the  prefent  form  -v  ' 
of  government,  the  governor  is  rendered  abfolute,  fince  he  is  now,  more 
than  ever,  become  accountable  unto  your  maiefty  of  all  his  moft  impor- 
tant deliberations  and  aftions,  and  is  not  warranted  to  do  any  thing  but 
according  to  law  and  your  majefty’s  commiffion  and  inftrudiions,  given 
by  advice  of  your  privy  council. 

9th.  And  whether  your  majefty’s  prerogative  Is  prejudiced  by  the 
prefent  conftrudlions.  Is  more  the  concernment  of  your  majefty,  and 
jfubjefl  of  ycur  own  care,  than  of  their  confiderations. 

Laftly,  and  in  general,  we  humbly  conceive,  that  it  would  be  a great 
fatisfafflion  to  your  fubjedls  there  inhabiting,  and  an  invitation  to 
ftrangers,  v/hen  they  ftiall  know  what  laws  they  are  to  be  governed  by, 
and  a great  eafe  to  the  planters  not  to  be  continually  obliged  to  attend 
the  aflemblies  to  re-enadt  old  laws,  which  your  majefty  has  now  thought 
fit,  in  a proper  form,  to  afeertain  and  eftablifli ; whereas  the  late  power 
of  making  temporary  laws  could  be  underftcod  to  be  of  no  longer  con- 
tinuance than  until  fuch  wholefome  laws,  founded  upon  fo  many  years 
experience,  ftiould  be  agreed  on  by  the  people,  and  finally  enadled  by 
your  majefty,  in  fuch  manner  as  hath  been  praftifed  in  either  of  your 
majefty’s  dominions  to  which  your  Englifti  fubjeefts  have  tranfplanted 
themfelves.  For  as  they  cannot  pretend  to  further  privileges  than  have 
been  granted  to  them,  either  by  charter  or  fome  folemn  aft  under  your 
great  feal,  fo,  having  from  the  firft  beginning  of  that  plantation  been 
governed  by  fuch  inftruftions  as  were  given  by  your  majefty  unto  your 
governors,  according  to  the  power  your  majefty  had  originally  over  them, 
and  which  you  have  by  no  one  authentic  aft  ever  yet  parted  with,  and 
having  never  had  any  other  right  to  affemblies  than  from  the  permiftion 
of  the  governors,  and  that  only  temporary  and  for  probation,  it  is  to  be 
wondered  how  they  fhould  prefume  to  provoke  your  majefty,  by  pre-- 
tending  a right  to  that  which  hath  been  allowed  them  merely  out  of 
favour,  and  difeourage  your  majefty  from  future  favours  of  that  kind, 
when  what  your  majefty  ordered  for  a temporary  experiment,  to  fee  what 
form  would  beft  fuit  the  fafety  and  intereft  of  the  ifland,  ihall  be  con- 
ftrued  to  be  a total  refignation  of  the  power  inherent  in  your  majefty, 

and 
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BOOK  and  a devolution  of  it  to  tliemTelves  and  their  wills,  without  which  nei- 

II.  ther  law  nor  government,  the  eflential  ingredients  of  their  fubfiftence 

* 'v-  ^ and  well-being,  may  take  place  among  them. 

Since,  therefore,  it  is  evident,  that  the  aflembly  of  Jamaica  have, 
without  any  juft  grounds,  and  with  fo  much  animoftty  and  unditiful- 
nefs,  proceeded  to  rejedt  the  marks  of  your  majefty’s  favour  towards 
them,  and  that  your  majefty’s  refolutions  in  this  cafe  are  like  to  be  the 
meafure  of  refpefl  and  obedience  to  your  royal  commands  in  other 
colonies  ; we  can  only  offer,  as  a cure  for  irregularities  paft  and  a remedy 
agrainft  all  further  inconveniencies,  that  your  majefty  would  pleafe  to 
authorize  and  empower  your  governor  to  call  another  affembly,  and  to 
reprefent  unto  themi  the  great  convenience  and  expediency  of  accepting 
and  confenting  unto  fuch  laws  as  your  majefty  has  under  your  great  feal 
tranfmitted  unto  them  ; and  that,  in  cafe  of  refufal,  his  lordlhip  be  fur- 
nilhed  with  fuch  powers  as  were  formerly  given  unto  Col.  D’Oyley, 
your  firft  governor  of  Jamaica,  and  fince  unto  other  governors,  whereby 
his  lordftiip  may  be  enabled  to  govern  according  to  the  laws  of  England, 
where  the  different  nature  and  conftitution  of  that  colony  may  conveni- 
ently permit  the  fame;  and,  in  other  cafes  to  ad,  with  the  advice  of  the 
council,  in  fuch  manner  as  fhall  be  held  neceffary  and  proper  for  the 
good  government  of  that  plantation,  until  your  majefty’s  further  orders  ; 
and  that,  by  all  opportunities  of  conveyance,  the  governor  do  give  your 
majefty  a conftant  and  particular  account  of  all  his  proceedings,  in  pur- 
fuance  of  your  inftrudions  herein. 

All  which  is  moft  humbly  fubmitted,  ^c. 

Upon  reading  of  which  report,  and  full  debate  thereupon, 
his  majefty  was  pleafed  to  approve  the  fame : and  the 
Right  honourable  Mr.  Secretary  Coventry  is  hereby 
direded  to  prepare  fuch  fuitable  orders  and  inftrudions 
as  may  anfwer  the  feveral  parts  and  advices  contained 
in  the  faid  report. 

Robert  Southwell. 
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NUMBER  XIII. 

Extract  of  a letter  from  the  Committee  to  the  Earl  of  Carlifle, 

AFTER  our  very  hearty  commendation  unto  your  lordfhip,  we  have  A P P E N- 
received  two  letters  from  you,  the  one  of  the  24th  of  O6tober,  the  other  D 1 X. 
of  the  15th  of  November,  1678}  both  of  which  gave  us  an  account 
of  the  diilafte  the  affembly  had  expreffed  at  the  new  frame  of  govern- 
ment, and  of  their  throwing  out  all  the  bills  tranfmitted  under  the  great 
feal ; and  your  lordlhip  having  therein  recommended  unto  us  the  fpeedy 
dilpatch  of  the  bills  fent  to  Mr.  Secretary  Coventry,  for  pafling  them 
through  the  offices  here,  we  did  thereupon  take  the  fame  into  our  confi- 
deration  : but  finding  that  they  contained  fuch  claufes  as  we  had  formerly 
(your  lordfhip  being  prelent)  difallowed  in  the  laws  ena(5led  by  the  Lord 
Vaughan,  as  moll  prejudicial  to  his  majefty’s  rights  and  prerogative, 
one  of  them  appropriating,  and  difpofing  of  the  quit-rents  in  the  fame 
terms  as  was  formerly  done,  fo  much  to  his  majefty’s  diflatisfadlion  j 
another,  declaring  the  laws  of  England  to  be  in  force,  which  claufe  (your 
lordlhip  cannot  but  remember)  was  poftponed  here,  upon  very  ferious 
deliberation ; befides  divers  other  particulars,  altogether  unfit  to  be  palled 
by  his  majefty ; we  have,  withal,  peruled  the  feveral  letters  which  your 
lordlhip  had  written  to  Mr.  Secretary  Coventry,  in  relation  to  your 
government : and  as  for  the  laws,  we  could  not  advife  his  majefty  to 
proceed  in  any  other  manner,  than  by  giving  power  to  call  another 
aflembly,  and  to  offer  unto  them  the  fame  laws  your  lordlhip  carried  over, 
as  being  the  moft  ufefuUy  framed  and  fettled  for  the  good  of  the  ifland 
and  his  majefty’s  fcrvice:  and  that,  in  cafe  of  refufal,  you  might  be 
enabled  to  govern  according  to  commiffions  and  ihftrudlions  given  unto 
former  governors,  as  your  lordlhip  will  more  fully  underftand  by  our 
report  unto  his  majefty,  and  the  order  of  council  thereupon,  to  which  wo 
refer  your  lordlhip,  as  fetting  forth  at  large  the  grounds  and  realbns 
inducing  the  refolutions  his  majefty  has  now  taken. 
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NUMBER  XIV.  . 

Extras}  of  a letter  from  the  Earl  of  Carlijle  to  Mr.  Secretary  Coventry. 

St.  Jago  de  la  Vega,  Aug. 

BOOK  YOUR  packet  by  Captain  Buckingham,  having  in^ofed  his  majefly’s 
II.  letter  of  the  31ft  of  May  laft,  and  an  order  in  council  of  the  28th  of 
- May,^  1679,  together  with  the  animadverfions  of  the  council  upon  feveral 

points  of  the  a 2d  of  May  laft,  and  two  letters  from  yourfelf,  I received 
the  26th  inft.  at  night.  The  next  morning  I read  them  in  council. 
The  aftembly  then  having  fat  fome  feven  days,  to  renew  the  bill  for  a 
revenue,  the  laft  being  juft  expiring,  I fent  for  the  general  aftembly,  and 
read  the  order  of  council  and  the  king’s  letter  thereupon  to  them,  which 
I hope  will  have  fome  good  effeft  j but  they  came  in  as  good  time  fo 
much  contrary  to  their  expedbation.  I herewith  fend  you  a copy  of  their 
addrefs  thereupon,  which  they  prefcnted  to  me  the  28th ; and  finding 
them  nettled  and  warm,  I thought  it  difcretion  to  let  them  take  time  to 
digeft  their  thoughts j and,  having  continued  the  revenue  bill  for  fix 
months  longer  from  the  ift  of  September  nexti  I pafted  it,  and  then 
prorogued  them  till  the  28th  of  O6lober  following. 


NUMBER  XV. 

Copy  of  a vote  of  the  AJfemhly,  Aug.  22,  1679. 

L 

DIE  FENERIS. 

THE  committee  appointed  to  examine  Mr.  Marfyn’s  accounts  re- 
ported, that  Mr.  Martyn,  appearing  before  them,  faid,  that  my  lord  had 
ordered  him  to  come  and  tell  them,  that,  both  from  the  king  and  from 
my  lord,  he  was  not  obliged  to  fhew  his  accounts  to  the  aftembly;  but 
that  he  had  given  them  unto  my  lord,  and  his  excellency  had  told  him, 
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that,  if  any  of  the  aflcmbly  had  a mind  to  fee  them,  they  might  fee  them  A P P E N- 
there.  ^ ^ ^ 

The  houfe,  confidering  the  return  of  the  committee  ordered  to  infpefl: 

Mr.  Martyn’s  accounts,  re^ajlumed  that  debate,  and  thereupon  did  vote, 
that,  notwichftanding  my  lord’s  anfwer  by  Mr.  Martyn  to  that  committee, 
it  was  and  is  their  undoubted  and  inherent  right,  that  as  all  bills  for 
money  ought  and  do  arife  in  their  houfe,  fo  they  ought  to  appoint  the 
difpofal  of  it,  and  to  receive  and  examine  all  the  accounts  concerning 
the  fame. 

Vera  Co^ia. 

Rowland  Powell. 


NUMBER  XVI. 


Extract  cf  a letter  from  the  Earl  of  Carlijle  to  the  Committee. 


St.  jage  de  la  Vega^  i^th  Sept.  1 67 


My  Lords, 

YOUR  lordfhips  letters  of  the  25th  of  March,  4th  of  April,  and 
of  May  laft,  I received  on  the  26th  of  Auguft,  as  alfo  your  lord- 
fiips  orders  and  reports  to  his  majefty,  touching  the  laws  and  govern- 
ment of  Jamaica;  which  I communicated  to  the  council  (the  aflcmbly 
then  fitting  to  continue  the  revenue  bill,  expiring  the  2d  of  September) 
on  the  27th  of  Auguft;  and  afterwards,  the  fame  day,  I communicated, 
the  council  being  prefent,  his  majefty’s  letter  of  the  31ft  of  May  laft, 
and  your  lordllups  order  and  report  of  the  fame  date,  to  the  aftembly; 
which  came  to  me  as  feafonably  as  tliey  received  them  furprifedly, 
making  m.e  the  next  morning  the  inclofed  addrefs ; upon  which,  having 
pafied  a bill  of  impoft  for  fix  months,  I prorogued  them,  by  advice  of 
the  council,  till  the  28th  of  Oflober  next,  hoping  in  that  lime  they  would 
fall  of  their  heat,  and,  upon  recolledion,  better  bethink  themfelves  of 
their  duties  and  allegiance,  and  upon  my  offering  them  again  the  laws, 
which  I propofe  to  do  upon  their  firft  meeting,  better  demonftrate  their 
obedience  by  readily  giving  their  confent  that  they  might  be  ena<fted. 

VoL.  I.  Oo  But, 
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BOOK  But,  from  what  I can  learn  from  the  chief  leaders  among  them,  I 
find  the  fame  averfenefs  as  forrr.erly,  averring  that  they  will  fubmit  to 
wear,  but  never  confent  to  make,  chains,  as  they  term  this  frame  of 
government,  for  their  pofterities;  fo  that  I fcarce  expedt  better  fuccefsj 
of  v/hich  I have  writ  at  large  to  Mr.  Secretary  Coventry. 


NUMBER  XVII. 

ExtraH  of  a letter  from  the  Earl  of  Carlifle  to  Mr.  Secretary  Coventry. 

St.  Jago  de  la  Vega,  23^  Novemher,  1679. 

Sir, 

THE  aflfembly  meeting  on  the  28th  of  Odtober,  I,  with  the  council, 
went  to  themj  commanded  the  council’s  report  of  the  28th  of  May,  and 
his  majefty’s  letter  of  the  3ifi;  of  May  laft,  to  be  read  again  to  them; 
prelTed  them  very  much  to  confider  how  much  it  imported  at  this 
jundture  for  the  *intereil  of  the  ifiand,  that  they  Ihould  pafs  thefe  laws 
I brought  to  them  under  the  great  feal  of  England,  or  at  lead:  part  of 
them;  defiring  that  any  one  or  more  of  the  aflembly  would  there  and 
then  argue  the  reafonablenefs  of  their  objedtion,  which  none  of  them 
would  undertake ; and  fo  I left  the  body  of  laws  with  them.  I'hey 
having  the  laft  feflion  paflfed  a vote,  that  the  raifing  money  and  difpofing 
of  it,  was  the  inherent  right  of  the  alTembly  (of  which  I had  no  account, 
either  from  the  members  or  their  fpeaker,  in  fourteen  days  afterwards, 
they  prefuming  it  to  be  their  privilege  that  their  proceedings  fliowld  be 
kept  fecret  from  me)  I then  appointed  and  fwore  them  a clerk,  which 
before  ufed  to  be  of  their  own  choice ; and  this  they  are  very  uneafy 
under. 

They  proiceeded  to  read  over  the  body  of  laws : notwithftanding  the 
great  care,  pains,  and  trouble  I had  taken  with  them,  both  apart  indi- 
vidually as  well  as  alTembled  together,  they  threw  out  and  rejedted  all 
the  laws,  again  adhering  to  their  former  reafons,  rather  than  admitting  or 
honouring  thofe  from  their  lordfhips  for  rules  of  obedience. 

I thereupon  prefendy,  widi  the  council,  framed  a bill  of  revenue  inde- 
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finite,  ?ncl  fent  that  to  them:  but  that  had  no  better  fuccefsj  and  they 
then  attended  me  with  the  addrefs,  to  be  prefented  to  his  majefly,  which 
I herewith  fend  you ; as  alfo  the  humble  defire  of  juftification  of  his 
majefty’s  council  thereupon,  which  I and  they  earneftly  defire  your  favour 
in  humbly  prefenting  to  his  majefty,  being  unanimoufly  agreed  to  by  all 
the  council : but  Col.  Samuel  Long  (chief-juftice  of  tlie  ifland,  whom  I 
have  found  all  along  fince  my  arrival  here  to  be  a moll  pertinacious 
abettor  and  cherilher  of  the  afiembly’s  ftubbornnefs  in  oppofing  this  new 
frame  of  government,  having  had  a hand,  being  their  fpeaker,  in  the 
leaving  the  king’s  name  out  of  the  revenue  bill)  refufes  to  join  with  the 
council  in  this  their  genuine  a6t,  and  has  fufficiently  poffelTed  himfelf  of 
the  opinion  of  the  alfembly,  by  advifing  and  alTifting  them  in  the  framing 
of  their  addrefs:  thinking  their  refolutions  to  be  unalterable  as  his  own, 
he  is  withdrawn  to  his  plantation,  fome  thirty  miles  off  fi;om  this  town, 
where  at  this  jun6ture  we  have  moft  need  of  council. 

Upon  ferious  and  deliberate  confideration  of  all  which,  I have  fent  him 
his  quietus ; and  appointed  Col.  Robert  Byndlofs  chief  juftice  in  his  place, 
of  whofe  fidelity  to  the  king’s  intereft  I have  many  proofs,  having  for- 
merly executed  the  place,  and  was  now  one  of  the  judges  of  the  fupreme 
court. 

I have  alfo  fufjpended  Col.  Long  from  being  one  of  the  council, 
purpofing,  by  the  advice  of  the  council,  to  bring  or  fend  him,  with  fix 
more  of  the  affembly,  to  attend  the  king  and  council  in  England  to 
fupport  their  own  opinions,  reafons,  and  addrefs,  wherein  they  are  not 
ordinarily  pofitive;  and  this  I do  from  the  council  here  unanimoufly 
agreeing,  that  there  is  no  other  nor  better  expedient  for  the  fettiement 
of  this  government  to  a general  confent. 


APPEN- 

DIX. 


NUMBER  XVIII. 

Extras  of  a letter  from  the  Earl  of  Car  life  to  the  Committee. 

St.  Jago  de  la  Vega^  Nov.  1679, 

My  Lords, 

MINE  of  the  tenth  of  September  laft  to  your  lordfhips  I hope  you 
have  received}  and  what  I therein  fent  your  lordlLips,  as  my  conjedure 
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B 0 0 K in  profpedt,  fince  the  general  aflembly’s  meeting,  on  the  28th  of  Ofto- 
ber  laft,  have  found  to  be  no  vain  prophecy. 

Upon  the  alTembly’s  meeting  on  that  day,  I,  with  the  council,  went 
to  the  place  where  they  were  met,  and  again,  in  the  prefence  of  the 
council  and  the  alTembly,  commanded  to  be  read  your  lordlhips  report 
of  the  28th  of  May  Lift  part  made  to  his  majefty,  as  alfo  his  majefty’s 
commands  to  myfelf  of  the  31ft  of  the  fame;  and  thereupon  offered  to 
the  aflernbly  the  body  of  laws  brought  over  under  the  great  feal  of  Eng- 
land for  their  confent ; at  the  fame  time  declaring  to  them  the  great 
expediency  it  would  be  to  all  the  officers  of  the  iffand,  and  reafon  to 
perfuade  his  majefty  they  were  another  people  than  reprefented  at  home; 
that  it  would  induce  the  king  to  gratify  them  in  what  was  neceflary ; 
and  that,  otherwife,  they  could  not  appear  but  in  great  contempt,  to  the 
ieflening  of  the  ifland’s  intereft  in  his  royal  favour:  and  what  I urged 
in  general  to  them  at  their  meeting,  I had  not  been  wanting  to  prefs  to 
them  apart  individually  before  it:  then  fwore  them  a clerk  of  my  ap- 
pointing, which  they  took  not  well,  alledging  it  was  their  right  to  choole 
their  own  clerk.  I told  them  no;  for  that  the  king  did  grant  by  patent 
the  clerk  of  the  parliament,  fo  that  they  were  uneafily  over-ruled.  The 
reafon  of  my  doing  this  was  from  their  having  an  opinion  that  the  votes 
of  the  houfe  Ihould  be  kept  a fecret  from  me,  and  their  pafling  a vote 
the  former  fefllons,  that  to  raife  money,  and  difpofe  of  the  fame,  was  a 
right  inherent  in  the  aflernbly,  of  which  I had  no  notice,  in  fome  four- 
teen days  after,  from  any  of  them  or  their  fpeaker. 

I much  urged  the  whole  aflernbly  freely  to  argue,  in  the  prefence  of 
the  council  and  their  own  members,  for  the  reafonablenefs  of  the  matter 
commanded  by  the  king,  that,  upon  their  difcourfing  it  openly  and 
freely,  they  might  be  the  better  convinced  of  the  neceflity  of  their  being 
dtitiful  therein : but  none  of  them,  in  my  prefence  and  the  council’s, 
would  undertake  it;  fo  we  left  them,  and  the  body  of  laws  with  them. 

Some  days  they  fpent  in  reading  over  again  the  body  of  laws  under 
the  great  feal  left  with  them ; but  rejefted  the  many  arguments  I had 
laboured  them  with,  and  threw  all  the  laws  out  again : whereupon  they 
appointed  a committee  to  draw  up  an  addrefs,  to  be  prefented  by  me  to 
his  majefty  on  their  behalfs : and  in  that  time,  with  the  council,  I drew 
a bill  of  revenue  indefinitely,  and  gave  it  myfelf  to  their  Ipeaker ; but 
that  bill  had  no  better  fuccefs,  but  was  rejefled  alfo. 

I 


Upon 


WEST  INDIES. 


2S5 


Upon  this,  on  the  14th  inftant,  the  fpeaker  and  aflembly  being  fent  APPEN- 
fbr  to  attend  me  in  council,  to  Ihew  caufe  why  they  did  rejeft  the  bill  of  * _ , 

revenue  lb  framed  by  us  in  purfuance  of  his  majefty’s  plealure  dierein, 
they  gave  me  no  anfwerj  but,  by  their  fpeaker,  delired  to  prefent  to  me 
their  addrefs,  the  Ipeaker  contending  to  give  it  its  due  accent  by  reading 
it  himfelfj  a copy  whereof  is  here  fent  inclofed. 

This  addrefs  is  founded  greatly  upon  the  advice  of  Lieutenant-Colonel 
Samuel  Long,  chief-juftice  of  the  ifland,  and  one  of  the  king’s  council, 
who  principally  contends  for  the  old  frame  of  government,  of  whom  the 
aflembly  is  highly  opiniated,  and  elleem  him  the  patron  of  their  rights 
and  privileges  as  Englilhmen,  who  had  a hand  in  leaving  the  king’s 
name  out  of  the  revenue  bill,  being  then  Ipeaker,  and  denies  not  his 
having  a hand  in  framing  and  advifing  fome  parts  of  the  addrels,  which 
in  whole  is  not  truth  j for, 

ill.  Whereas  they  alledge,  that  the  civil  government  commenced  in 
my  Lord  Windfor’s  time;  it  is  generally  known  and  recorded  in  our 
council-book,  fifteen  months  before,  in  Colonel  D’Oyley’s  time,  and 
will  be  proved  by  Sir  Thomas  Lynch,  who  then  himfelf  had  an  occafion 
of  a trial  by  jury,  the  foreman  of  which  was  Colonel  Byndlofs. 

adly.  They  alledge  the  readinefs  of  governors  to  ufe  martial  law, 
j)articularly  in  Sir  Thomas  Lynch’s  time;  which  is  here  contradidled, 
for  there  was  only  an  order  in  council  for  the'  putting  it  in  force  upon 
condition  of  any  aftual  defeent  or  invafion,  and  not  otherwife;  neither 
was  it  on  foot  really  all  this  time  here,  as  I am  credibly  informed  upon 
good  enquiry. 

' 3dly.  As  for  its  being  in  force  in  my  time,  it  was  not  from  my 
affeding,  but  the  council  advifing  and  their  defiring  it;  as  alfo  the 
putting  off  the  Courts  till  February,  injfavour  generally  of  the  planters. 

Then,  for  their  alledging  fo  much  to  be  done  during  the  martial  law, 
wholly  at  the  charge  of  the  country ; that  it  is  done  is  true,  but  the 
charge  thereof  they  would  clog  the  revenue  bill  with,  amounting  to 
twelve  hundred  and  twenty-eight  pounds,  when,  communibus  annis^  the 
bill  of  impoft  is  but  fifteen  hundred  pounds;  of  which  twelve  hundred 
and  twenty-eight  pounds  there  is  not  yet  made  payment  of  one  farthing, 
nor  any  profped  how  it  may,  fince  the  revenue  is  fo  much  anticipated 
from  the  want  of  money  in  the  treafury,  occafioned  by  my  Lord  Vaughan’s 
letting  fall  the  bill  of  revenue  before  his  departure. 
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BOOK  To  his  Excellency  Charles  Earl  of  Carltfey  captain-genera!.,  governor^  and 
^ ^ commander  in  thief  of  bis  majefty's  if  and  of  Jamaica,  i^c. 

^he  humble  addrefs  of  the  ajfevnbly  of  this  his  majefty's  iftand,  in  anfvoer 
to  the  report  of  the  right  honourable  the  lords  of  the  committee  of 
trade  and  plantations,  made  to  his  majefty’s  council-,  ’which  we 
entreat  his  excellency  may  be  humbly  prefented  to  his  moft  Jacred 
majefty  and  his  council. 

WE,  his  Majefty’s  rhoft  loyal  and  obedient  fubjefts,  the  aflembly  of 
tliis  his  ifland  of  Jamaica,  cannot  without  infinite  grief  of  mind  read  the 
report  made  to  his  majefty  by  the  right  honourable  the  lords  of  the  com- 
mittee for  trade  and  plantations;  wherein,  by  the  relations  made  by 
their  lordlhips  unto  his  majefty,  they  have  reprelented  us  as  a people  full 
of  animofity,  unreafonable,  irregular,  violent,  undutiful,  and  tranfgrefling 
both  the  bounds  of  duty  and  loyalty;  the  bjtternefs  of  which  charafters 
were  we  in  the  leaft  part  confeious  to  have  cleferved,  we  fhould,  like 
Job,  have  faid,  “ Behold,  we  are  vile:  what  Jhall  we  anfwer?  we  will  lay 
“ our  hands  upo  n our  mouths.” 

But,  left  our  filence  ftiould  argue  our  guilt,  we  fhall,  in  all  humility, 
endeavour  to  make  appear  we  have  always  demeaned  ourfelves  as  be- 
cometh  good  and  obedient  fubjeefts,  and  thoie  who  acknowledge  and  are 
truly  fenfible  of  the  many  favours  received  from  his  majefty;  the  truth 
of  which  refting  only  on  matter  of  fadt  being  related,  and  the  falfe  co- 
lours which  hitherto  have  been  thrown  on  us  being  wafhed  off,  we  fhall 
not  doubt  but  his  majefty  will  foon  entertain  a better  opinion  of  his 
fubjedfs  of  this  ifland. 

We  muft,  therefore,  humbly  beg  that  his  majefty  will  with  patience 
be  pleafed  to  hear  the  account  of  our  proceedings;  which  truly  to  mani- 
feft  we  muft  be  forced  to  look  back  fo  far  as  Sir  Charles  Lyttleton’s 
and  Sir  Thomas  Modyford’s  entrance  upon  their  government; 
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At  which  time,  we  humbly  conceive,  the  ifland  began  really  to  take 
up  the  form  of  a civil  government,  and  wholly  to  lay  afide  that  of  an 
army,  which,  until  that  time,  was  deemed  the  fiipreme  authority;  w'hen 
after,  upon  their  feveral  arrivals,  by  order  from  his  majefly,  and  accord- 
ing to  the  method  of  his  majefty’s  molt  ancient  plantations,  they  called 
alTemblies,  and  fettled  the  government  of  the  ifland  in  fuch  good  form, 
that,  until  his  excellency  the  Earl  of  Carlifle’s  firfl:  arrival,  his  majefly 
thought  not  fit  to  alter  it,  though  feveral  governors  in  that  time  were 
changed,  which  muft  neceffarily  infer  the  goodnefs  and  reafon  of  it,  as 
well  as  the  fatisfadlion  of  the  people  (fince,  from  that  time,  they  betook 
themfelves  to  fettle  plantations)  efpecially  the  merchants,  by  which  means 
the  eflates  here  are  wonderfully  increafed,  as  is  evident  by  the  great 
number  of  fliips  loaden  here  by  the  induftiy  of  the  planter;  and  the 
fatisfadlion  they  received  by  thofe  wholefome  laws  then  began,  and  until 
that  time  continued,  the  change  of  which  laws  we  had  no  reafon  to 
expecfl,  being  done  on  fuch  mature  deliberation  from  home. 

But  to  return  to  anfwer:  the  firfl  thing  their  lordfhips  are  pleafed  to 
accufe  us  of  is,  prefuming  to  queflion  his  majefly’s  power  over  the 
militia;  which,  how  much  they  are  mifinformed  in  it,  will  hereunder 
appear : but  we  mufl  firfl  repeat  the  claufe  againft  which,  we  humbly 
conceive,  we  had  juft  reafons  to  take  exceptions,  which  claufe  is  as 
followeth : , 

Provided  always,  and  it  is  hereby  further  enafted  and  declared  by 
“ the  authority  aforefaid,  that  nothing  in  this  aft  contained  be  expounded, ' 
conftrued,  or  underftood,  to  diminifh,  alter,  or  abridge,  the  power  of 
“ the  governor  or  commander  in  chief  for  the  time  being;  bpt  that  in 
“ all  things  he  may,  upon  • ail  occafions  or  exigencies,  aft  as  captain- 
“ general  and  governor  in  chief,  according  to  and  in  purfuance  of  all 
“ the  powers  and  authorities  given  to  him  by  his  majefty’s  commiffion; 
**  any  thing  in  this  aft  or  any  other  to  the  contrary  in  anywife  noc- 
“ withftanding.” 

In  their  lordfliips  obfervations,  in  which  they  take  no  notice  that  the 
power  given  by  that  claufe  extends  as  well  to  the  governor  as  captain- 
general,  nor  of  the  words  any  thing  in  this  aft:  or  any  other  to  the 
contrary  notwithftanding,”  which  words,  being  plain,  need  no; references 
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to  expound  them,  being  confented  to,  there  is  no  occafion  of  making 
any  other  law,  becaule  that  makes  all  the  powers  and  authorities  given 
by  his  majefty’s  commiiTion,  and,  by  that  comnnifrion,  the  inftruftions 
which  Ihall  be  after  given  to  him,  Hull  be  law,  though  it  be  to  the 
nulling  of  any  beneficial  law,  made  either  here  or  in  England,  by  which 
we  are  fecured  both  in  life  and  in  eftate ; the  like  of  which  was  never 
done  in  any  of  his  majefty’s  dominions  whatfoever,  and  is  in  effect  to 
enaft  will  to  be  law,  and  will  be  conftrued  (we  fear)  to  bind  us  by  the 
old  rule  of  law,  that  every  man  may  renounce  his  own  right:  and  if  their 
lordfhips  had  been  pleafed  to  have  as  well  remembered  the  other  claufes 
of  the  adl  of  the  militia,  we  cannot  think  they  would  have  faid  we  had 
queftioned  his  majefiy’s  power  over  it,  for  no  adl  of  England  gives  his 
majefty  the  like  power  over  the  militia  as  ours  doth;  for,  on  any  appre- 
henfion  of  danger,  the  general  with  his  council  of  officers  have  power  to 
put  the  law  martial  on  foot  for  what  time  they  pleaje,  and  to  command 
us  in  our  own  perfons,  our  fervants,  negroes,  horfes,  even  all  that  we 
have,  to  his  majefty’s  fervice;  which  having  been  fo  often  put  in  practice 
will  need  the  lefs  proof:  but  how  readily  and’ willingly  we  have  obeyed, 
and  in  that  faith  is  beft  juftified  by  works,  it  will  not  be  amifs  to  inftance 
fome  times,  and  what  hath  been  done  in  thofe  times,  by  the  charge  and 
labour  of  his  majefty’, s fubjefts  here,  under  the  feveral  governors;  none 
of  which  have  left  unexperimented  the  ftrength  of  his  majefty’s  com- 
miffion,  and  the  virtue  or  force  of  that  a(ft,  upon  the  leaft  feeming 
occafion. 

In  the  government  of  Sir  Thomas  Modyford,  in  the  years  1665  and 
1666,  the  whole  ifland  was  put  under  law  martial  for  many  months 
together ; in  which  time,  by  the  inhabitants  and  their  blacks.  Fort- 
Charles  was  made  clofe,  which  to  that  time  wanted  a whole  line,  and 
alfo  the  breaft-work  at  Port-Royal  was  built,  with  a very  fmall  charge 
to  his  majefty. 

In  the  time  of  Sir  Thomas  Lynch,  in  the  year  1673,  the  law  martial 
was  again  fet  on  foot;  Fort-James  built  by  the  contributions  of  the 
gentlemen  of  his  majefty’s  council  and  aftembly,  and  feveral  other  of  hi* 
majefty’s  good  fubjefts  in  this  ifland,  which  amounted  to  a very  confi- 
derablc  fum  of  money;  a breaft-work  throv/n  up  at  Old-Harbour  And 
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feveral  other  places ; and  guns  mounted  on  *a  platform  placed  at 
Port-Morant. 

In  Lord  Vaughan’s  time,  though  there  was  no  probability  of  war, 
yet  he  wanted  not  the  trial  of  his  power  alfo  in  the  militia,  and  our 
obedience  to  it ; for  he  commanded  out  a company  of  the  inhabitants 
in  fearch  of  a Spanilh  barqim  longa^  who  was  faid  to  have  robbed  a floop 
belonging  to  this  ifland  upon  the  coaft  of  Cuba : he,  likewife,  in  favour 
of  the  royal  company,  commanded  out  to  fea  two  velTcls,  with  a com- 
pany of  the  militia  and  their  captain,  from  Port-Royal,  to  feize  an 
interloper  riding  in  one  of  his  majefty’s  harbours,  and  there  by  force 
feized  her. 

In  the  time  of  Sir  Henry  Morgan  being  commander  in  chief,  we  were 
again  put  under  martial  law;  in  which  time  Fort-Rupert,  Fort-Carlifle, 
and  a new  line  at  Fort- James,  were  built. 

Laftly,  in  his  excellency  the  Earl  of  Carlifle’s  time  (the  prefent  go- 
vernor) the  law  martial  was  again  put  in  force  for  about  three  months ; 
in  which  time  Fort-Morgan  with  its  platform,  and  another  line  at  Fort- 
James,  and  the  breaft-work  reinforced  very  confiderably  in  thicknefs  and 
height,  and  new  carriages  were  made  for  the  guns,  thofe  that  came  out 
of  England  not  being  fit  for  land  fervice ; all  which  fortifications  are 
fubftantially  built  with  ftone  and  brick,  at  the  charge  and  labour  of  the 
country. 

Neither  have  we  ever  been  wanting  in  due  refpedt  to  his  majefty’s 
governors ; the  militia  having  always  waited  on  them  to  church,  in 
their  progrefies,  and  on  all  public  occafions : and  we  may  fafely  affirm 
with  truth,  that  no  militia  in  his  majefty’s  dominions  undergo  the  like 
military  duty  as  his  fubjefts  in  Jamaica;  as  is  evident  to  all  men  that 
everfet  foot  in  Port  Royal,  which  cannot  be  diftinguifhed  from  a gar- 
rifon,  either  in  time  of  peace  or  war,  but  by  their  not  being  paid  for 
their  fervice. 

To  anfwer  their  lordfhips  objedlions  to  the  bill  of  revenue,  wherein 
his  majefty’s  name  was  left  out,  there  are  feveral  members  of  this  aflem- 
bly  now  fitting  who  were  members  when  that  bill  pafied  three  times  in 
form  in  the  aftemblyj  and,  upon  the  beft  recolleftion  of  their  memories, 
they  are  fully  perfuaded  and  do  believe  the  bill  was  again  fent  down 
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BOOK  with  that  amendment  from  the  governor  and  council,  according  as  it 
11.  pafled  at  the  laft:  but,  fhould  it  have  rifen  in  the  aflembly,  they  are 

very  unfortunate  if  they  muft  bear  the  cenfure  of  all  miftakes  that  may 

happen  in  prefenting  laws  to  be  palTed,  when  both  the  governor  and  his 
council  have  their  negative  voices,  which,  had  either  of  them  made  ufe 
of  in  this  point,  would  have  been  readily  confented  to  by  the  aflembly, 
as  they  had  formerly  done,  both  under  the  government  of  Sir  Thomas 
Modyford  and  Sir  Thomas  Lynch,  before  whole  time  it  had  been  raifed 
without  mentioning  his  majefty’s  name,  and  that  without  check;  and 
we  always  concluded  the  governor’s  name  in  the  enacting  part  to  be  of 
the  fame  elTedt  as  his  majefty’s  is  in  England,  whom,  in  this  particular, 
he  feems  rather  to  perfonate  than  reprefent:  for  which  reafons  we  hope, 
it  ought  not  to  have  been  imputed  to  the  aPembly  as  their  crime  alto- 
gether, being  confented  unto  by  his.  majefty’s  governor,  without  any 
debate,  and  all  applied  by  the  ad  whereby  it  was  raifed,  to  the  very 
fame  public  ufe  his  majefty  direds;  and  we  are  certain  no  inftance  can 
be  given  of  any  money  difpofed  of  to  any  private  ufe,  but  was  always 
ifllied  by  the  governor’s  warrant,  for  the  payment  of  his  own  and  other 
his  general  officers  falaries  in  this  ifland,  with  fome  fmall  contingent 
charges  of  the  government. 

Their  lordfhips  alfo  affirm,  that  the  aflembly  offered  this  bill,.  In  the 
fame  meafure  and  proportion  as  it  is  now  propofed,  to  Sir  Thomas 
Lynch:  in  which  their  lordfhips  are  mifinformed;  for  his  majefty’s 
inftrudions  were,  that  the  laws  fhould  be  in  force  for  two  years  and  no- 
longer,  which  their  lordfhips  alfo  acknowledge  in  the  prior  part  of  the 
report;  fo  that  the  aflembly  needed  not  to  have  ex  prefled  any  time,  and  the. 
particular  ufes  therein  appointed. 

But  had  their  lordfhips  known  how  great  fums  of  money  have  been 
raifed  here,  and  how'  fmall  a part  hath  been  applied  to  his  majefty’s 
fervice  for  the  defence  and  ftrengthening  the  ifland,  we  humbly  conceive 
their  lordfhips  would  have  been  of  opinion,  that  we  have  no  reafon  to 
bar  ourfelves  to  perpetuity,  and  pafs  the  faid  adt  without  limitation  of 
ufes  or  time ; nor  can  we  be  fo  prefumptuous  as  to  imagine  the  king  can 
be  hindered  from  making  fuch  ufe  of  his  own  money  as  he  fhall  think 
tit,  and  apply  it  where  he  finds  moft  neceffary. 
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It  Is  very  true  the  laws  contain  many  and  great  errors,  as  their  lord-  AP  P E N- 
iEips  may  fee  by  the  aflcmbly’s  journal  j fo  that  were  the  aflembly  as  D I X. 
much  petitioners  to  his  majefty  for  this  new  form  as  they  are  to  be  re-  ' rv 
ftored  to  their  old,  above  half  the  body  of  thefe  laws,  without  amend- 
ment, would  never  be  reafonable  to  pafs. 

As,  to  inftance  fome  few  amongft  many : in  the  aft  for  preventing 
damages  by  fire,  a fingle  juftice  of  the  peace  hath  power  of  life  and 
death  j and  the  aft  of  the  militia  empowers  the  governor  and  council  to 
levy  a tax  on  the  whole  ifland ; and  in  the  aft  direfting  the  marlhars 
proceedings,  there  is  a claufe  that  makes  it  felony  for  any  perfon  to 
conceal  his  own  goods,  left  in  his  own  pofiefifon,  after  execution  levied 
by  that  law,  fo  that  a man  may  be  hanged  for  being  poor,  which,  though  ' 
inconvenient,  was  never  till  then  accounted  capital ; with  others  too  long 
to  be  repeated. 

And  whereas  their  lordfliips  are  pleafed  to  fay,  that  there  is  nothing 
imperfeft  or  defe6live  in  thefe  bills  tranfmitted  hither;  yet  we  humbly 
conceive,  that  no  notice  being  taken  in  this  body  of  laws  how  or  in  what 
nature  we  are  to  make  ufe  of  the  laws  of  England,  either  as  they  have 
reference  to  the  prefervation  of  his  majefty’s  prerogative  or  the  fubjefts 
rights,  we  ought  not  in  reafon  to  confent  to  thefe  bills;  for,  nothing 
appearing  to  the  contrary,  the  governor  is  left,  ad  libitum^  to  ufe  or  refufc 
as  few  or  as  many  as  he  pleafes,  and  fuch  as  fuit  with  his  occafions ; there 
being  no  direftions  in  them  how  to  proceed  according  to  the  laws  of 
England,  either  in  caufes  criminal  or  teftamentary,  and  in  many  other 
cafes  which  concern  the  quiet  of  the  fubjeft,  both  in  life  and  eftate. 

We  conceive  alfo,  that,  whatfoever  is  faid  to  the  contrary  by  their 
lordlhips  in  anfwer  to  the  diftance  of  places,  this  very  laft  experiment  is 
fufficiently  convincing  of  the  truth  of  that  allegation  ; fince  it  is  a year 
fince  this  model  came  over  and  was  debated,  and  before  their  lordlhips 
report  came  back,  notwithftanding  one  of  the  advices  went  home  by  an 
exprefs.  And, 

‘Whereas  their  lordlhips  fay,  we  cannot  be  fubjeft  to  more  accidents 
than  his  majefty’s  kingdom  of  Ireland ; to  that  we  objeft,  that  advice 
and  anfwers" thence  may  be  had  in  ten  or  fourteen  days,  and  that  king- 
dom is  already  fetded,  our  plantation  but  beginning.  But  further, 
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BOOK  we  cannot  imagine  that  Irirti  model  of  government  was,  in  principioy  ever 
If-  intended  for  Englilhinen : befides,  their  lordfliips  cannot  but  know,  that 
that  model  was  introduced  amongft  them  by  a law  made  by  themfelves  in 
Ireland,  and  fo  confequently  bound  them,  which,  being  now  generally 
known  to  all  thofe  who  remove  thither,  they  have  no  caufe  to  repine  at, 
that  being  their  choice  to  live  under  it  or  ftay  from  it,  and  was  made  for 
the  prefervation  of  the  Englilh  againft  the  Irilh  faflion.  As  there  is  not 
the  fame  caufe,  fo  there  is  not  the  fame  reafon,  for  impofing  the  fame  on 
us,  unlefs  we  did  it  ourfelves,  who  are  all  his  majelty’s  natural-born  fub- 
je(5ls  of  his  kingdom  of  England  j which  is  the  reafon  the  parliament 
give,  in  all  their  afts  concerning  the  plantations,  for  obliging  us  by  them 
to  what,  and  with  whom,  and  in  what  manner,  we  may  trade,  and  impofe 
a tax  on  us  here  in  cafe  of  trade  from  one  colony  to  another  j and  it  is 
but  equity  then,  tliat  the  fame  law  Ihould  have  the  fame  power  of  loofing 
as  binding. 

His  majefty  giving  a power,  on  urgent  occafions,  to  raife  monies  the 
old  way,  only  fecures  the  king’s  officers  their  falaries,  which  elfe  they  had 
been  difappointed  of  j the  a6t  of  the  militia  which  was  heretofore  con- 
fented  to,  ever  providing,  that,  on  alarm  or  invafion,  the  commander  in 
chief  ffiould  have  unlimited  power  over  all  perfons,  eftates,  and  things,, 
neceflary  on  fuch  urgencies. 

Ajs  to  the  7th,  the  afiembly  fay,  they  never  defired  any  power  but 
what  his  majefly’s  governors  affured  them  was  their  birth-rights,  and 
what  they  fuppofed  his  majefty’s  moft  gracious  proclamation  allowed 
them : alfo  his  majefty  was  gracioufly  pleafed  to  write  a letter  to  his 
governor  Sir  Thomas  Lynch,  after  the  double  trial  of  one  Peter  Johnfon, 
a pirate,  fignifying  his  diflike  that  any  thing  ftiould  be  done  that  Ihould. 
caufe  any  doubt  in  his  fubjefts,  in  not  enjoying  all  the  privileges  of 
fubjefts  of  the  kingdom  of  England,  or  to  that  effedt. 

But  as  to  the  obftrudling  of  juftice  againft  Brown,  the  pirate,  what 
they  did,  though  not  juftifiable  in  the  manner,  was  out  of  an  aflurance, 
that  we  had  no  law  in  force  then  to  declare  my  lord  chancellor  of  Eng- 
Jand’s  power,  and  our  chancellor’s  here  equal,  in  granting  commilTions 
in  purfuance  of  the  ftatute  of  Henry  the  eighth  ; which  alfo  his  majefty 
fnd  council  perceiving,  have,  in  the  new  body  of  laws,  fent  one  to  fupply 
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that  want : and  if  they,  not  meddling  with  the  merits  of  the  caufe,  en-  A P P E N- 
deavoured  to  preferve  the  form,  of  juftice,  and  juftice  itfelf,  and,  after  ^ D I X.  ^ 
denial  of  feveral  petitions,  joined  with  the  council,  were  led  beyond  their  ^ 
duty  (for  which  they  were  lharply  reprimanded  by  the  then  governor) 
they  do  hope  for  and  humbly  beg  his  majefty’s  pardon. 

And  as  for  the  aft  upon  which  he  came  in,  it  arofe  not  in  the  affembly, 
but  ^as  fent  from  the  council,  to  be  confented  to  by  them,  which  was 
adcordingly  done.. 

And  as  to  the  imprifonment  of  Mr.  Thomas  Martyn,  one  of  their 
members,  for  taking  out  procefs  in  chancery  in  his  own  private  concern 
againft  feveral  other  members,  and  of  the  council,  the  affembly  then 
fitting,  and  for  other  mifdemeanors  and  breach  of  the  rules  of  the  houfe  j.  > 
they  hope  it  is  juftifiable,  the  king’s  governor  having  affured  them,  tljat 
they  had  the  fame  power  over  their  members  which  the  houfe  of  com- 
mons have,  and  all  fpeakers  here  praying,  and  the  governors  granting,, 
the  ufual  petitions  of  fpeakers  in  England. 

Seeing  the  governor  hath  power  to  turn  out  a counfellor,  and  turning 
out  incapacitates  him  frofm  being  an  affembly-man,  no  counfellor  dares 
give  his  opinion  againft  the  governor,  under  danger  of  lefs  penalty  than, 
lofing  that  which  he  thinks  his  birth-right:  alfo,  a governor  being 
chancellor,  ordinary,  and  admiral,  joined  with  his  military  authority, 
lodges  lb  great  a power  in  him,  that  being  united  and  executed  in  one 
perfon  to  turn  it  Mum  in  qualibet  ■part&t  fo  that  he  may  invalidate  any  thing 
done  under  his  own  commiffion. 

There  is  no  doubt  but,  by  this  new  way,  it  fs  in  the  aftembly’s  power 
to  confent  to  and  perpetuate  fuch  laws  as  are  wholly  of  benefit  to  them, 
and  leave  unpaffed  all  that  may  be  thought  moft  neceffary  for  his  majefty  j 
which  advantage  they  not  laying  hold  on,  hope  it  will  be  an  evidence 
they  are  careful  of  his  majefty’s  prerogative,  as  it  is  the  duty  of  every 
good  fubjeft  to  be. 

It  is  without  controverfy  that  the  old  form  of  government,  which 
was  ordered  fo  like  his  majefty’s  kingdom  of  England^  muft  of  confe- 
quence  be  of  greater  encouragement  to  all  his  majefty’s  fubjefts,  as  well 
as  ftrangers,  to  remove  themfelves  hither.  Upon  his  majefty’s  procla- 
anation  in  my  Lord  Windfor’s  time,  and  by  thofe  gracious  inftruftions 
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13  ()  (}  K Sir  Thomas  Modyford,  all  or  moft  part  of  the  fugar  planta- 

in tiorus  have  been  fettled ; and  the  major  part  of  the  faid  planters  being 
— ^ hich  who  arrived  here  and  fettled  upon  the  general  liking  of  the  mo- 
del firft  conflituted,  and  in  belief  that  they  loft  not  any  of  the  privileges 
ot  his  majefty’s  fubjcdls  of  the  kingdom  of  England  by  their  removal 
hither,  and  having  by  no  aft,  as  we  believe,  either  provoked  his  majefty 
or  forfeited  our  rights,  or  ever  defiring  or  attempting  to  leflen  or  quef- 
tion  his  majefty’s  prerogative,  the  prefervation  whereof  we  ever  deemed 
the  beft  means  of  preferving  our  own  privileges  and  eftates,  we  ftiall  pre- 
fume  to  hope  for  the  continuance  of  his  majefty’s  favour,  which  is  im- 
poftible  for  us  ever  to  forget. 

And  whereas  their  lordftiips  are  pleafcd  to  offer  their  advice  to  his 
nnajefty,  to  furnifli  his  governor  with  flich  powers  as  were  formerly  given 
to  Colonel  D’Oyley  and  others,  in  whofe  time  the  then  accounted  army 
was  not  difbanded,  but  fo  continued  till  Lord  Windfor’s  arrival,  who 
brought  over  the  king’s  royal  donative,  and  order  to  fettle  the  civil  go- 
vernment : we  hope  their  lordfhips  intend  not  that  we  are  to  be  go- 
verned by  or  as  an  army,  or  that  the  governor  be  empowered  to  levy 
any  tax  by  himfelf  and  council ; fince  his  majefty  having  difeharged  liim- 
felf  and  council,  by  an  aft  of  parliament,  of  any  fuch  power  over  any  of 
his  majefty’s  fubjefts  of  his  kingdom  of  England,  as  we  undoubtedly  are, 
it  will  be  very  hard  to  have  any  impofition  laid  on  us  but  by  our  own 
confents ; for  their  lordftiips  well  know,  that  no  derived  power  is  greater 
than  the  primitive. 

However,  if  his  moft  gracious  majefty  ftiall  not  think  fit  to  alter  this 
model,  but  we  are  to  be  governed  by  the  governor  and  council,  accord- 
ing to  their  lordftiip’s  advice,  yet  we  humbly  befeech  his  majefty  to  do 
us  the  grace  to  believe,  that  we  are  fo  fenfible  of  our  duty  and  allegiance, 
that  our  fubmiflion  to  and  comportment  under  his  majerty’s  authority 
fhall  be  fuch  as  that,  we  hope,  he,  in  his  due  time,  will  be  gracioufly 
pleafed  to  reftore  unto  us  our  ancient  form  of  government,  under  which 
it  hath  hitherto  pleafed  God  to  profper  us : ending  with  our  hearty 
prayers  for  his  majefty^s  long  and  happy  reign  over  us,  and  moft  humbly 
begging  his  majefty’s  pardon  of  all  our  errors  and  miftakes,  and  a gra- 
cious interpretation  of  this  our  anfwer ; protefting,  from  the  bottom  of 
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our  hearts,  that  we  are  and  refolve  to  die  his  majefty’s  true,  loyal,  and  APPEN-- 
obedient  fubjedls.  D I X. 

A true  copy.  ' 

Rowland  Powell,  Cl.  Conc^ 


NUMBER  XX. 

'The  humble  defire  and jujlification  of  the  members  of  his  majejly's 
council)  to  bis  Excellency  the  Governor  in  Jamaica, 

THE  alterations  of  the  frame  of  government  in  this  his  majefty’s » 
ifland  of  Jamaica  unto  that  of  his  kingdom  of  Ireland,  which  his  majefty, . 
the  bcft  and  greateft  of  kings,  hath  gracioufly  commanded  us  to 
fubmit  unto  and  own,  we  his  majefty’s  truly,  loyal  and  dutiful  fubjefts, 
hitherto  have  and  yet  do, , by  a willing  readinefs,  and  ready  willingnefs, 
declare  our  entire  obedience  and  hearty  conformity  thereunto,  becaufe  his 
majefty  commands. 

And  although  his  majefty’s . great  perfpicuity  and  truly  royal  prudence 
is  beft  able  to  determine  what  government  is  the  fitteft  for  his  fubjecfts  • 
in  this  ifland,  yet  with  all  due  fubmiflion,  in  all  humility,  we  beg  leave 
to  reprefent  to  his  majefty  the  great  inconvenience  attending  the  prefent; 
frame,  in  tranfmitting  our  laws  home. 

The  vaft  diftance  of  place  will  of  neceflfity  require  a great  expencc 
of  time,  between  the  firft  framing  our  laws  here  and  the  tranfmitting  - 
and  return  of  them  hither  again;  fo  that,  before  they  can  be  pafled  Into 
laws  by  the  aflembly  here,  there  will  probably  as  great  caufe  arife  to  alter 
as  there  were  at  firft  to  make  them. 

And,  with  all  due  fubmiflion,  we  judge  it  even  impoflible  to  adapt 
laws  to  the  prefent  conftitution,  fo  as  not  to  admit  of  often  and 'great 
alterations ; for,  according  to  our  experience  hitherto,  v^e  have  found 
urgent  occafions  to  alter  and  amend  the  laws,  that  have  more  imme- 
diately concerned  us  here,  at  the  leaft  every  two  years;  and  wc  cannot 
forefee  but  we  fliall  lie  under  the  fame  necefilty  ftill;  fo  that  if  his 
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BOOK  majefly  gracioufly  pleafe  to  take  it  into  his  princely  confideratlon,  and 
II.  either  reftore  to  us  our  former  power  and  way  or  method  of  paffing 
^ laws,  or  at  leaft  remit  that  part  of  the  prefent  method  of  making  laws 

wliich  only  concerns  us  here,  as  they  may  pafs  without  tranfmitting  the 
fame,  we  hope,  by  our  prefent  fubmiffion  and  entire  obedience  to  all  his 
laws  here,  his  majefty  will  be  a glorious  prince  and  his  fubjefts  here  an 
happy  people. 

And  whereas  the  gentlemen  of  the  affembly,  in  their  addrefs  to  his 
majefty  read  here  in  council  the  15th  of  November,  1679,  do  declare, 
that  as  to  the  bill  of  revenue  wherein  his  majefty’s  name  was  left  out,  that 
there  are  feveral  of  the  members  of  their  alfembly  now  fitting  who  were 
members  when  the  bill  pafled  three  times  in  form  in  the  affembly,  and, 
upon  the  beft  recolledlion  of  their  memories,  they  are  fully  perfliaded 
and  do  believe  the  bill  was  again  fent  down  with  that  amendment  from 
the  governor  and  council,  according  as  it  paffed  at  the  laft : we,  the  gen- 
tlemen of  his  majelty^s  council  here  prefent  at  the  paffing  of  the  bill,  do 
moft  liumbly  and  with  all  ferioufnefs  aver  and  declare,  that  we  were  fb 
far  from  confenting  the  faid  bill  fhould  pafs  without  his  majefty’s  name 
in  it,  that  we  do  not  remember  it  was  ever  debated  or  mentioned  in 
council } and  further,  that,  to  the  beft  of  our  relpecflive  knowledge,  it 
was  read  three  times,  and  paffed  the  council-board,  with  his  majefty’s 
name  in  it ; and  we  are  the  rather  induced  to  this  our  confidence,  be- 
caufe  we  find  the  original  aft  was  razed,  and,  by  the  then  fpeaker’s  own 
hand,  interlined  ; and  moreover,  the  feveral  amendments  of  die  faid  bill, 
that  were  made  in  council,  were  all  taken  notice  of  in  the  minutes  in  our 
council-books,  and  no  mention  made  of  this ; and  the  gentlemen  of  the 
affembly  do  produce  nothing  out  of  their  journal  to  juftify  the  refleftions 
upon  us ; therefore  it  is  to  "be  prefumed  tJiey  cannot. 

And  we  do  further  humbly  and  unanimoufly  declare,  we  never  did  at 
ahy  time,  either  jointly  or  feverally,  make  any  complaint  to  the  affembly, 
or  any  of  them,  of  the  power  given  by  his  majefty  to  his  excellency  our 
prefent  governor  to  fufpend  any  of  his  majefty’s  council  here ; for  as 
we  have  hitherto  yielded  all  due  obedience  and  fubmiffion  to  his  ma- 
jefty’s  royal  will  and  pleafure  concerning  us,  fo  we  hope  we  ffiall  ap- 
prove ourfelvcs  fuch,  and,  as  in  duty  bound,  ever  pray  for  his  ma- 
jefty’s 
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jelly’s  long  life,  and  that  he  may  profperoufly  and  triumphantly  reign 
over  us. 

This  was  unanimoufly  agreed  to  in  council  by  the  refpeflive 
members  thereof  who  were  prefent  at  the  palling  the  bill  of 
revenue : Colonel  Thomas  Ballard,  Colonel  John  Cope, 

* Colonel  Robert  Byndlofs,  Colonel  Thomas  Freeman,  Co- 

lonel William  Joy,  Colonel  Thomas  Fuller,  John  White, 
Efquire  j 

And  confented  to  by  the  whole  council,  excepting  Lieutenant-*Colonel 
Samuel  Long. 

Received  from  the  Earl  of  Carlifle,  26th  February,  1679-80. 

*■  . f 

NUMBER  XXL 
Extract  of  an  order  in  council. 

Jamaica. 

At  the  committee  of  trade  and  plantations,  in  the  council- 
chamber  at  Whitehall,  the  5th  of  March,  1679-80, 

Present, 

, r f 

Prince  Rupert,-  , Marquis  of  Worcefter,  Mr.  Hyde, 

Lord  Prefident,  Earl  of  Bridgewater  Mr  Secretary  Coventry, 

Lord  Privy-Seal,  EarlofEflex,  Sir  Leolin  Jenkins. 

A LETTER  from  the  Earl  of  Carlifle  to  the  committee,  dated 
23d  of  November  laft,  is  read,  wherein  his  lordfliip  acquaints  the  com- 
mittee, that,  having  called  the  council  and  afTembly  together,  he  had 
caufed  their  lordfhips  report  of  the  28th  of  May  to  be  publickly  read ; 
which  their  lordfhips  think  to  be  difagreeable  to  the  direflions  of  the 
VoL.  I.  Q^q  report; 
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report,  which  was  only  prefented  to  his  majefty  for  his  information,  and 
in  order  to  furnilh  the  Earl  of  Carlide,  when  occafion  (hould  ferve,  with 
fuch  arguments  as  might  be  fit  to  be  ufed  in  juftificadon  of  his  majefiy’s 
commiffion  and  inftrudions  j and  their  lordfiiips  particularly  take  notice, 
that  it  was  neither  necefiary  nor  convenient  for  him  to  expofe  his  in- 
ftrudlions  to  the  aflembly  : and  as  to  the  clerk  of  the  aflembly,  which  his 
lordfhip  had  appointed,  the  committee  does  very  much  approve  his  lord- 
fhip’s  proceedings  therein,  and  will  defire  him  to  continue  the  fame  method 
for  the  future. 

And  whereas  Colonel  Long  is  reprefented  to  have  a hand  in  leaving 
out  the  king’s  name  in  the  late  bill  of  revenue,  and  in  framing  and  ad- 
vifing  the  addrefs  of  the  aflembly  now  tranfmitted  to  his  majefty ; their 
lordfhips  will  report,  that  the  Earl  of  Carlifle  may  be  ordered  to  fend  him 
to  England,  to  anfwer  what  is  laid  to  his  charge. 

The  addrefs  of  the  aflembly  of  Jamaica  to  his  majefty,  in  anfwer  to  a 
report  of  the  committee  approved  on  the  a 8 th  of  May  laft,  being  read, 
their  lordfhips  obferve,  that  there  are  many  falflties  and  miftakes  con- 
tained therein. 

Firft,.  it  is  alledged  by  the  aflembly,  that  the  ifland  took  up  the  civil 
form  of  government  in  the  time  of  Sir  Thomas  Modyford  and  Sir 
Charles  Lyttelton ; whereas  it  is  certain,  that  Colonel  D’Oyley  had  a 
commifllon,  foon  after  his  majefty’s  reftoration,  to  govern  by  the  civil 
power. 

As  to  their  denial  of  having  left  out  his  majefty's  name  in  the  revenue 
bill,  it  is  evident,  by  the  juftification  of  the  council,  and  aflurance  of  the 
Lord  Vaughan,  that  the  bill  paffed  the  governor  and  council  with  his 
majefty’s  name,  which  was  afterwards  left  out,  or  erajed,  as  may  be  fup-» 
pofed  by  the  interlineation  that  yet  appears  upon  the  original  bill. 

' And  whereas  it  is  faid,  that  their  lordfhips  are  mifinformed,  in  affirm- 
ing that  the  aflembly  had  before  offered  the  bill  of  revenue  in  the  fame 
meafure  and  proportion  as  is  now  propofed,  fince  the  laws  were  to  be  in 
force  for  two  years,  and  no  longer : the  aflembly  have  quite  forgotten, 
or  pretended  to  be  ignorant  of,  the  powers  fettled  by  his  majefty’s  com- 
miffion to  Sir  Thomas  Lynch,  whereby  the  laws  were  to  be  in  force  for 
two  years,  and  no  Ipnger,  unlefs  confirmed  by  his  majefty  within  that 
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rime  ; fo  that  the  bill  tranfmitted  by  Sir  I'homas  Lynch  wanted  only  his  A P P E N- 
majefty’s  approbation  to  render  it  perpetual.  D I X. 

The  afiembly  further  mentions  the  great  fums  railed  in  Jamaica,  which  ' 
had  not  been  employed  to  his  majefty’s  fervice ; but  does  not  inftance  the 
mifapplication  of  any  part  of  the  revenue  by  any  of  the  governors. 

It  is  alfo  to  be  obferved,  that  the  law  for  preventing  damages  by  fire, 
of  which  they  complain,  was  firft  made  by  them  ; as  alfo  the  aft  direfting 
the  marflial’s  proceedings  cannot  be  but  very  reafonable,  and  for  the  ad- 
vantage of  the  planters,  fince  it  gives  them  the  ufe  of  their  goods  after 
execution,  and  enables  them  the  better  to  pay  their  debts. 

And  whereas  the  affembly  complains,  that  there  is  no  law  tranfmitted 
to  them  for  afcertaining  the  laws  of  England  s it  is  thought  reafonable, 
that  his  majefty  fhould  retain  within  himfelf  the  power  of  appointing 
the  laws  of  England  to  be  in  full  force  in  that  ifland,  as  he  fhall  find 
neceffary. 

The  delays  and  length  of  time,  alledged  by  them  in  reference  to  the 
model  prelcribed  by  his  majefty,  were  wholly  occafioned  by  the  refrac- 
torinefs  of  the  affembly,  and  not  by  the  diftance  of  places,  or  other 
reafons. 

What  they  objeft  concerning  Ireland,  In  reference  to  Jamaica,  is  frivo- 
lous ; fmce  the  Englifh  there  have  right  to  the  fame  privileges  as  thofe 
of  Jamaica,  and  are  bound  up  by  afts  of  parliament  in  England,  as  well 
as  the  inhabitants  of  Jamaica. 

To  the  7 th  objeftion  it  is  replied,  that  nothing  has  been  done  to  take 
away  their  enjoyment  of  all  the  privileges  of  Englifti  fubjefts,  fince  they 
are  governed  by  the  laws  and  ftatutes  of  this  realm. 

Their  unwarrantable  proceedings  in  obftrufting  ofjufticeagainft  Brown 
the  pirate  is  confefled,  and  his  majefty’s  pardon  prayed  by  them. 

Their  lordlhips  think  the  imprifonment  of  Martyn,  and  the  articles  * 

preferred  againft  him,  altogether  unjuftifiable,  not  only  as  he  was  his 
majefty’s  colleftor,  but  as  the  affembly  ought  not,  by  the  pretenfions  of 
privilege,  to  fhelter  themfelves  from  juftice,  there  being  no  fuch  ufage  in 
Barbadoes  and  other  plantations. 

In  the  9th  place,  it  is  altogether  erroneous  in  the  afiembly  to  think  it  is, 
by  the  prefent  model,  in  their  own  power,  to  accept  fuch  laws  as  are 
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BOO  IC  v.'holly  of  b.^nefic  to  themfelves,  and  to  rejed  fuch  as  arfc  mod  neceffary 
II.  for  his  majtily  ; fince  the  governor  yet  retains  a negative  voice,  after  the 
r— — j confent  of  the  afiembiy. 

And  whereas  they  very  much  infid  upon  his  majefty’s  proclamation  in 
my  Lord  Winclfor’s  time  ; lus  majefly  has  not  in  any  inftance  withdrawn 
the  effects  of  his  promife  to  them,  nor  imp^fed  feveral  rules  and  inftruc- 
tions  that  were  prefcribed  in  Sir  Thomas  Modyford’s  commifiion  and  in- 
ftruflions,  whereby  he  had  power,  with  the  advice  of  the  council,  to  raife 
money  on  ftrong  liquors  : and  the  affembly  can  as  little  believe  they 
have  not  provoked  his  majefty  to  keep  a drift  eye  upon  them,  after 
their  feveral  unwarrantable  proceedings  during  the  government  of  the 
Lord  Vaughan,  and  fmee  of  the  Earl  of  Carlifle,  by  their  votes  and 
otherwife. 

In  the  lad  place,  it  is  falfely  infinuated  by  the  aflembly,  that  the  go- 
vernment remained  under  an  army  in  Colonel  D’Oyley’s  time  j fince  it 
appears  plainly  by  his  commiflion,  that  it  was  otherwife  provided,  and 
that^the  martial  law  was  then  laid  afide  : fo  that,  upon  the  whole  matter, 
they  have  reafon  to  beg  his  majedy’s  pardon  for  all  their  errors  and 
midakes. 

The  judification  of  the  council  of  Jamaica,  in  anfwer  to  the  imputation 
of  the  aflembly,  of  their  leaving  out  the  king’s  name  in  the  revenue  bill, 
is  alfo  read ; and  to  be  made  ufe  of  by  the  governor,  to  difprove  the 
allegations  of  the  aflembly  in  their  own  behalf. 
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Extrafl  of  an  order  in  council. 

Jamaica. 

At  the  committee  of  trade  and  plantations,  in  the  council- 
chamber  at  Whitehall,  Monday  the  8th  of  March, 
1679-80, 


P R ESENT, 

Lord  Privy  Seal,  Earl  of  Bridgewater,  Sir  Leolin  Jenkins. 

THE  Lord  Vaughan  attends,  concerning  the  charge  againft  Co- 
lonel Long,  of  Jamaica,  for  razing  out  the  king’s  name  in  the  adt  of 
revenue  j and  declares,  that  he  is  very  confident  that  the  bill  came  up 
from  the  aflembly  to  the  council  with  the  king’s  name  in  it,  and  that  it 
was  not  put  out  by  the  council,  nor  by  his  privity  \ and  that  when  Mr. 
Martyn  came  to  Jamaica  with  the  king’s  patent  to  be  colledlor,  his  lord- 
Ihip  then  fent  for  the  adt,  and  perceivea  the  interiineation  to  be  in  Colonel 
Long’s  hand  j and  that  his  lordfhip  does  abfolutely  agree  with  the  council 
of  Jamaica,  in  the  matter  of  their  juftification. 
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Jamaica. 


NUMBER  XXIV. 

Extras  of  an  order  in  council. 

At  the  committee  of  trade  and  plantations,  in  the  council- 
chamber  at  Whitehall,  Thurfday  the  nth  of  March, 
1679-80, 


Present, 

Lord  Prefident,  Marquis  of  Worcefter,  Sir  Leolin  Jenkins. 

Lord  Privy-Seal,  Earl  of  Bridgewater, 

THEIR  lordfliips  take  into  confideration  the  ftate  of  the  govern- 
ment in  Jamaica,  and  agree  to  refer  the  queries  following  to  Mr.  At- 
torney and  Mr.  Solicitor  General,  for  their  opinions  therein ; viz. 

I ft.  Whether,  from  the  paft  and  prefent  ftate  of  Jamaica,  his  ma- 
jefty’s  fubjefts  inhabiting ‘and  trading  there  have  a right  to  the  laws  of 
England,  as  Engliftimen,  or  by  virtue  of  the  king’s  proclamation,  or 
otherwife  ? 

ad.  Whether  his  majefty’s  fubjefts  of  Jamaica,  claiming  to  be  go- 
verned by  the  laws  of  England,  are  not  bound  as  well  by  fuch  laws  as  are 
beneficial  to  the  king,  by  appointing  taxes  and  fubfidies  for  the  fupport 
of  the  government,  as  by  other  laws,  which  tend  only  to  the  benefit  and 
eafe  of  the  fubjefl:  ? 

3d.  Whether  the  fubfidies  of  tonnage  and  poundage  upon  goods  that 
may  by  law,  or  lhall  be  dire<5tly  carried  to  Jamaica,  be  not  payable,  ac- 
cording to  law,  by  his  majefty’s  fubjefls  inhabiting  that  ifland,  or  trading 
there,  by  virtue  of  the  a6ts  of  tonnage  and  poundage,  or  other  afts  made 
in  England  ? 

4th.  Whether  wine  or  other  goods,  once  brought  into  England  and 
tranfported  from  thence,  upon  which  the  refpe<ftive  abatements  are  al- 
lowed upon  exportation,  according  to  law,  the  fame  being  afterwards  < ar- 

ried 


WEST  INDIES. 


303 


APPEN- 

DIX. 

V— .V ’ 


NUMBER  XXV. 

Letter  to  Mr,  Attorney  and  Mr,  Solicitor  General, 

Council- chamber t nth  March,  1679-^0. 

Gentlemen,, 

THE  right  honourable  the  lord^  of  the  committee  for  trade  and  plan- 
tations, upon  confideration  of  the  affairs  of  Jamaica,  have  ftated  the  quef- 
tions  following;  viz. 

\Here  were  recited  the  queries  ftated  In  the  preceding  number. 

To  which  queftions  their  lordfhips  defire^your  anfwer  in  writing,  with 
all  convenient  fpeed : and,  for  your  information,  I have  inclofed  a paper, . 
containing  a Jhort  account  of  the  paft  and  prejent  ft  ate  of  the  government  in 
Jamaica  j and  in  cafe  you  Ihould  require  any  further  fatisfa(5tion  therein, 
or  touching  the  queries  referred  unto  you,  Lam  ordered  by  the  lords  of 
the  committee  to  attend  you  at  any  time  or  place  you  Ihall  think  fit  to . 
appoint, 

I am,  with  all  refpeft,  gentlemen, 


tied  to  Jamaica  and  lafided  there,  fhall  not  be  liable  to  the  payment  of 
the  full  duty  of  tonnage  and  poundage  which  it  Ihould  have  paid  if  con- 
fumed  in  England,  deducing  only  fuch  part  of  the  fald  duty  as  fhall  not 
be  repaid  in  England  upon  exportation  of  the  faid  goods  from  thence  ? 

Which  queries  were  accordingly  tranfmitted  to  Mr.  Attorney  and  Mr. 
Solicitor  General,  with  a paper  containing  the  paft  and  prefent  ftate  of 
Jamaica,  in  relation  to  the  government. 
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book  number  XXVI. 

II. 

U — ^ Extra5i  of  an  order  in  council, 

Jamaica. 

At  the  committee  of  trade  and  plantations,  in  the  council- 
chamber  at  Whitehall,  the  27th  of  April,  1680, 

Present,  ' - 

Prince  Rupert,  Earl  of  Eflex,  Mr.  Hyde, 

I^ord  Prefident,  Vifcount  Fauconberg,  Mr.  Secretary  Jenkins. 

Earl  of  Sunderland, 

MR.  Attorney  and  Mr.  Solicitor  General  having  likewife  acquainted 
the  committee,  that,  upon  confideration  of  the  four  queftions  concerning 
Jamaica,  referred  unto  them  the  nth  of  March,  they  did  find  them  of 
fuch  difficulty  and  moment  as  to  deferve  the  opinion  of  the  judges: 
it  is  agreed  that  they  be  accordingly  referred  unto  the  judges  j upon 
whom  Mr.  Attorney  and  Mr.  Solicitor  General  arc  dcfircd  to  attend  with 
them  ; Mr.  Attorney  having  firft  delivered  his  opinion,  “ that  the  people 
of  Jamaica  have  no  right  to  be  governed  by  the  laws  of  England,  but 
by  fuch  laws  as  are  made  there,  and  eftablifhed  by  his  majefty’s  autho- 
“ rity.”  But  whereas  Mr.  Solicitor  General  doth  deliver  his  opinion, 
that  the  word  **  dominion,”  in  the  aft  of  parliament  for  tonnage  and 
poundage,  may  feem  rather  to  imply  the  dominion  of  Wales  and  Ber- 
wick upon  Tweed  only,  than  to  extend  to  the  plantations;  and  more 
efpecially,  as  Mr.  Attorney  alledges,  fince  the  iflands  of  Guernfey  and 
Jerfey  are  not  concerned  in  that  aft;  their  lordfhips  order  the  two  firft 
queftions  only  to  be  fent  unto  the  judges,  without  any  mention  to  be 
made  of  the  two  laft,  which  particularize  the  aft  of  tonnage  and 
poundage. 
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NUMBER  XXVII. 
References  to  the  judges  about  Jamaica. 


A P PL.N- 
D I X. 

' ' 


Gentlemen, 


Council-chamber,  I’jth  Jpril,  i68c. 


I A M commanded  by  the  right  honourable  the  lords  of  the  privy- 
council  appointed  a committee  of  trade  and  foreign  plantations,  to  fignify 
their  deGres  that  you  attend  his  majefty’s  judges  with  the  queftions  foL- 
lowing : 

ift.  Whether  from  the  paft  and  prefent  Gate  of  Jamaica,  his  majeGy's 
fubjefts  inhabiting  and  trading  there  have  a right  to  the  laws  of  Eng- 
land, as  EngliGimen,  or  by  virtue  of  the  king’s  proclamation,  or  other- 
wife  ? 

2d.  Whether  his  majeGy’s  fubjefls  of  Jamaica,  claiming  to  be  go»* 
verned  by  the  laws  of  England,  are  not  bound  as  well  by  fuch  laws  as 
are  beneGcial  to  the  king,  by  appointing  taxes  and  fubfidies  for  the  fup- 
port  of  the  government,  as  by  other  laws,  which  tend  only  to  the  beneGt 
and  eafe  of  the  fubjeft  ? 

Which  queGions  their  lordGrips  deGre  his  majeGy’s  judges  to  confider 
and  anfwer  in  writing,  and  to  return  the  opinions  to  the  committee  with, 
convenient  Ipeed. 


I am,  w’kh  refpeck, 


R r 


VoL.  I. 


NUMBER 


H I S T O R Y.  O F T II  E 


o6 


BOOK 

11. 


N U M b'  E R XXVIII. 

Order  to  the  judges  about  the  quejlion  of  Jamaica. 


At  the  court  at  Whitehall,  the  23d  of  June,  1680. 

Present, 

His  Majefty, 

Prince  Rupert,  Lord  ChanFcrlain, 

?\rchbp.  of  Canterbury,  Earl  of  Sunderland, 

Lord  Chancellor,  Earl  of  Clarendon,  . • 

Lord  Prefident,  Earl  of  Bath, 

Lord  Privy- Seal,  Lord  Bilhop  of  London, 

Duke  of  Albemarle,  Mr.  Hyde, 

Marquis  of  Worctfler,  Mr.  Finch, 

Earl  of  Oiibiy,  Lord  Chief  Juflice  North, 

IT  is  this  day  ordered  in  council,  that  Mr.  Attorney  and  Mr.  Solicitor 
General  do  attend  his  majefty’s  judges,  and  defiie  them  to  afi'emble 
with  all  convenient  fpeed,  and,  being  aflembled,  to  confer  with  them 
concerning  this  queflion ; wz.  . , 

Whether,  by  his  majefly’s  letter,  proclamation,  or  cemmiffions,  an- 
nexed, his  majtrty  hath  excluded  himlelf  from- the  power  pf  efiabliflring 
laws  in  Jamaica,  it  being  a conquered  country,  and  all  laws  fettled  by 
authority  there  being  now  expired  ? 

And  that,  upon  receiving  the  opinions  of  his  majedy’s  judges,  under 
their  hands  in  ■~joriting,  they  do  report  the  fame  to  the  lords  ol  tlie  privy- 
council  appointed  a committee  for  trade  and  foreign  plantations. 


Mr.  Coventry, 

Mr.  Secretary  Jen- 
Eins, 

Mr.  ^Chancellor  af 
the  Exchequer,/ 
Mr.  Godolphfn. 
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NUMBER  XXIX. 


A P P E N- 
DI  X. 


ExtraSl  cf  an  order  in  council. 


Jamaica, 


At  the  committee  of  trade  and  plantations,  in  the  coisncll- 
chamber  at  Whitehall,  the  7th  of  September,  ij68o. 


Present, 


Lord  Prefident,  Marquis  of  Worcefter,  Mr.  Secretary  Jenkins. 

MR.  ^Secretary  Jenkins  acquaints  the  committee,  that  Colonel  Long, 
of  Jamaica,  had  fome  days  before  furrcndered  himfelt  to  him,  upon  a 
bond  of  ten  thoufand  pounds  given  to  the  Earl  of  Carllfle  to  that  pur- 
pofe ; and  that  he  had  taken  his  fecurity  for  the  like  fnm,  that  he  would 
attend  the  firft  council,  on  Friday  next,  being  the  10th  inftant. 


NUMBER  XXX. 


Ccpy  of  an  order  in  council. 


Jamaica. 


At  the  committee  of  trade  and  plantations,  in  the  council- 
chamber  at  Whitehall, 


Present,, 


Prince  Rupert,  Marquis  of  Worcefter,  Earl  of  Bath, 

Lord  Prefident,  Earl  of  Clarendon,  Mr.  Secretary  Jenkins. 


THE  Earl  of  Carlide  is  called  in,  and  delivers  a paper  containing  a 
charge  againPe  Colonel  Loni?,  which  is  read,  confiding  chiefly  in  three 
points ; vir..  That  he  had  razed,  the  king’s  name  out  of  the  aft  for  raifing 
a publick  revenue]  that  he  had  granted  an  habeas  corpus  ^ being  judge,  for 


R r 2 
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BOOK  a perfon  condemned  by  law;  and  liad  oppofcd  the  fettlement  of  die  coun- 
il,  " try  purfuant  to  die  king’s  orders. 


And  his  lordfhip  declaring,  that  he  had  nothing  more  to  fay  againfl 
Colonel  Long  than  was  concained  in  that  paper,  only  referving  to  him- 
lelf  the  liberty  of  explaining  what  he  had  therein  mentioned.  Colonel 
Long  is  called  in,  and  the  paper  read  to  him  ; whereupon  he  pofidvely 
denies  that  he  had  done  any  thing  to  the  bill  without  the  direfdons  of  the 
alTcmbly;  and  that  he  believes  the  razure  happened,  inafmuch  as  the 
clerk  of  the  aficmbly  had  tranferibed  the  bill  pafled  in  Sir  Thomas 
Lynch’s  time,  which  was  now  blotted  out  by  the  agreement  of  the  go- 
vernor, council,  and  ahembly,  and  the  words  wriiten  in  his  hand  were 
only  added  to  make  up  the  fenfe,  which  otherwife  would  have  been  want- 
ing, which  he  did  as  fpeaker  of  that  afiembly  from  whom  he  had  direc- 
tions; which  is  confirmed  by  the  letters  of  Major  Molefworth,  Mr.  Ber- 
nard, Mr.  Afiiurfi:,  Mr.  Burton,  and  of  the  clerk  of  the  alTembly. 

As  to  the  granting  an  habeas  corpus,  he  declares  he  did  not  know  die 
perfon  was  condemned;  and  tliat  it  is  ufual  for  the  judges  to  fign  blank 
habeas  corpus's,  which  the  clerk,  gives  out  in  courle. 

And  that  he  never  oppofed  die  king’s  orders,  otherwife  than  by  ex- 
prefiing  his  opinion,  that  they  were  not  for  his  majefty’s  ferv ice,  nor  the 
good  of  the  country. 
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NUMBER  XXXI.  APPEN- 

D I X. 

Extract  of  an  order  in  council.  — 

Jamaica. 

At  the  committee  of  trade  and  plantations,'  m the  ccimcU- 
chamber  at  Whitehall,  Tuefday  t!ie  i 2tli  of  Qdober^ 

1680, 


Prince  Rupert, 

Lord  Prefident, 

Lord  Privy-Seal, 
Marquis  of  Worcefter, 


Present, 
Earl  of  Sunderland, 
Earl  of  Clarendon, 
Earl  of  Halifax, 
Vifc.  Fauconberg, 


Mr.  Hyde, 

Mr.  Godolphin, 

Mr.  Secretary  Jenkins, 
Mr.  Seymour. 


T H E Earl  of  Carlifle  attending,  acquaints  the  committee,  that  the 
a<5t  for  raifing  a publick  revenue  will  expire  in  March  next,  and  that  the 
government  will  be  left  under  very  great  neceffitics,  in  cafe  the  king  do 
not  give  Sir  Henry  Morgan  leave  to  pafs  a temporary  bill,  until  the  full 
fettlement  of  affairs  fliall  be  agreed  on,  which  is  like  to  take  up  a confi- 
derable  time ; and  therefore  propofes,  that  the  order  in  council,  dated  the 
i4di  of  January  laft  (which  is  read)  forbidding  the  governor  to  raile  mo- 
ney by  any  other  aft  or  order  whatfoever  than  by  the  bill  tranfmitted  by 
his  majefty,  which  the  affembly  will  not  be  willing  to  paff  until  the  go- 
vernment be  entirely  fettled  in  fuch  manner  as  may  be  more  agreeable 
to  them  than  the  IriHa  model,  be  fufpended.  His  lordfliip  proceeds  to 
give  an  account  of  his  tranfaftions  with  the  affembly  to  perfuade  them  to 
pafs  the  revenue  bill,  and  reads  the  objeftions  of  the  affembly,  and  his 
anfwer  to  them ; whereof,  and  of  the  council-books,  his  lordlhip  is  de- 
fired  to  give  a tranfeript  to  the  committee. 

There  having  been  two  laws  read  which  were  entered  therein,  the  one 
made  by  Colonel  D’Oyley  and  the  council,  for  raifing  imports  on  li- 
quors, the  other  by  Sir  Charles  Lyttelton  and  his  council,  being  a fup- 
pk mental  aft  to  the  former: 

And  his  lordfhip  acquainting  the  committee,  thar,  as  for  licences  of 
taverns,  he  had  fet  them  on  foot  before  he  palkd  any  bill  ot  revenue: 


It 
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It  is  tliereupon  thought  fit,  by  fome  of  their  lordfhips,  that  the  alTem- 
bly  of  Jamaica  be  induced  to  pafs  a perpetual  bill,  by  having  leave  to  ap- 
propriate the  revenue  to  the  fupport  of  the  government. 

And  the  committee  is  appointed  to  meet  again  on  this  bufmefs  on 
Thurfday,  at  nine  o’clock  in  the  morning  ; when  Colonel  Long,  and  the 
other  affembly  men  lately  come  over,  are  to  atfend. 


NUMBER  XXXII. 

Jamaica. 

At  the  committee  of  trade  and  plantations,  in  the  council- 
chamber  at  "Whitehall,  Thurfday  the  14th  of  Ottober, 
1680, 

Present, 

Prince  Rupert,  Earl  of  Clarendon,  Vifcount  Fauconberg, 

Lord  Prefident,  Earl  of  Eflcx,  Lord  Chief  Juftice  Nortli* 

Lord  Privy-Seal,  Earl  of  Halifax,  Mr.  Secretary  Jenkins. 

Marcjuis  of  Worcefler, 

THE  Earl  of  Carlifle  attends,  and  produces  an  entry  in  the  council- 
book  of  Jamaica,  of  a law  palled  by  Colonel  D’Oyley  and  the  council,, 
for  raifing  a publick  revenue,  and  of  another  palled  by  Sir. Charles  Lyt- 
telton and  the  council,  being  a fupplcmental  aft  to  the  former,  both 
which  are  indefinite,  and  not  detenmined  by  the  commiflions  of  Colonel 
D’Oyley  or  my  Lord  Vvindfor,  v.hofe  deputy  Sir  Charles  Lyttelton 
vi'-as. 

After  which,  Colonel  Long  and  Mr.  Aflaurft  are  called  in  (the  other 
gentlemen  of  Jamaica  being  in  the  country)  and  being  afked.  Why  they 
were  not  willing  that  a perpetual  bill  of  revenue  fhould  pafs  in  Jamaica.^ 
they  made  anfwer,  that  they  have  no  other  way  to  make  their  aggriev- 
.ances  known  to  the  king,  to  have  them  redreffed,  than  by  the  dependance 
of  the  governor  upon  the  affembly,  which  is  preferved  by  pafling  tem- 
porary bills  of  revenue  ; and  that,  a perpetual  bill  being  paffed,  all  the 
ends  of  government  would’ be  anfwered,  and  there  would  be  no  further 
need  of  calling  affemblies.  To  which  my  Lord  of  Carlifle  rejdies,  that, 

notwithftanding 
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notwithftanding  any  a6t  for  raifing  an  impoft  on  liquors  fhoulcl  be  paHed  A P P E N- 
in  that  manner,  yet  the  neccfTities  and  contingencies  of  the  government  D 1 X. 
arc  fuch  as  to  require  the  frequent  calling  of  alfemblies,  for  raifing  mo-  — v — 

ney  by  other  means, _ and  doing  publick  v/cwks,  the  prefent  revenue  com- 
ing far  fhort  of  the  expence  of  the  government. 

Their  lordfliips  tell  Colonel  Long,  that,  in  cafe  they  be  willing  and  pafs 
the  act  of  revenue  indefinitely,  fhe  king  may  be  induced  to  fettle  other 
perpetual  laws,  vyhich  they  fhall  propofe  as  beneficial  to  them. 

The  gentlemen  of  Jamaica  being  withdrawn,  their  lordibips  enter  upon 
a debate  concerning  a continuance  of  the  two  laws  made  by  Coloncd  . 

D’Oyley  and  Sir  Charles  Lyttelton  before  mentioned,  and  far  the 
EyiglifJj  laws  and  metheds  of  government  ought  to  take  place  in  Jamaica ; 
and  it  is  there,  alledged-,  “ that  the  laws  of  England  cannot  be  in  force  in  ano~ 

“ ther  country,  where  the  conjlituticn  of  the  place  is  different  from  that  of 
“ England."  ' • 

Upon  the  whole  matter,  the  committee  defire  my  Lord  Chief  Juflice 
North  to  report  his  opinion  in  writing,  on  Monday  next,  upon'the  quef- 
tions  following ; vi-z.  ^ ... 

ill.  Whether  the  king,  by  his  proclamation  publilhed  during  my  Lord 
Windfor’s  government,  his  majejiy’s  letter  dated  i^ih  of  January , 1672-p,  ^ 
or  any  other  a6t„  appearing  by  the  laws  of  England  or  any  laws, of  Ja- 
maica, or  by  his  majelly’s  commiQlons  or  inftruclio.ns  to  his  governors, 
has  divelbed  himfelf  of  the  power  he  formerly  had  to  alter  the  forms  of  go- 
vernment in  Jamaica? 

ad.  W^hether  any  aT  of  the  afiembly  of  Jamaica,  or  any  other  aft  of 
his  ma-jefly  or  his  governors,  have  totally  repealed  the  afts  made  by  Co- 
lonel D’Oyley  and  Sir  Charles  Lytteltola  for  raifing  a publick  revenue,  or 
whether  they  are  now  in  force  ? 

Memorandum,  His  majefiy  being  prefent,  ray  Lord  Chief  Juftice 
North  was  added  to  the  committee. 

Memorandum,  Colonel  hong  having  mentioned  fome  traniac- 
tions  of  my  Lord  Vaughan’s  during  his  government,  his  lord- 
lliip  is  to  be  fummoned  for  the  next  meeting. 
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jj  Jamaica. 

At  the  committee  of  trade  and  plantations,  in  the  council- 
chamber  at  Whitehall,  on  Monday  the  1 8th  of  Odtober, 
1680, 

P R E S E K T, 

l.ord  Prefident,  Earl  of  Clarendon,  Lord  Chief  Juftice  North, 

Lord  Privy-Seal,  Earl  of  Halifax,  Mr.  Secretary  Jenkins, 

Lord  Chamberlain,  Lord  Vifc.  Fauconberg,  Mr.  Seymour. 

Earl  of  Effex, 

MY  Lord  Chief  Juftice  North  having  acquainted  the  committee,  that 
he  had  confidered  of  the  two  queftions  propofed  by  their  lordfhips  i and 
that,  although  fome  further  time  would  be  requifite  for  him  to  give  in 
his  anfwer,  yet,  in  refped  of  the  hafte  that  was  neceflary  for  fettling  the 
revenue,  his  lordihip  undertakes  to  return  liis  anfwer  at  the  next  meeting 
upon  the  fecond  queftion ; wherein  his  lordihip  is  defired  to  take  to  his 
aififtance  fome  other  of  his  majefly’s  judges  j viz. 

Whether  any  adl  of  the  ailembiy  of  Jamaica,  or  any  afl  of  his  majefty 
or  his  governors,  have  totally  repealed  the  a61:s  made  by  Colonel  D’Oyley 
and  Sir  Charles  Lyttelton,  for  raifing  a publick  revenue,  or  whether  they 
are  now  in  force  ? 
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Jamaica. 

At  the  committee  of  trade  and  plantations,  in  the  council- 
chamber  at  Whitehall,  on  Wednefday  the  20lh  of  0<flo- 
ber,  1680, 


appen- 

dix. 


Presen  T, 

Lord  Prefident,  Earl  of  Eflex,  Lord  Bi  (hop  of  London,. 

Earl  of  Sunderland,  Earl  of  Halifax  Mr.  Secretary  Jenkins, 

Earl  of  Bridgewater,  Lord  Chief  Jufticc  North,  Mr.  Seymour. 


MY  Lord  Chief  Juftice  North  having  delivered  his  opinion  in  writ- 
ing upon  the  queftion  recommended  to  him  at  the  laft  meeting,  Colonel 
Long,  Mr.  Beefton,  Mr.  Alhurft,  and  other  planters  and  merchants  of 
Jamaica,  together  with  the  Earl  of  Carlifle,  are  called  in,  and  his  lordfhip's 
opinion  is  read  to  them ; whereby  his  lordlhip  concludes,  that  the  adt  of 
revenue  made  in  1 663  by  Sir  Charles  Lyttelton,  is.  yet  in  force,  as  being 
not  repealed  by  any  fubfequent  adls,  which  were  limited  to  the  term  of 
two  years  by  bis  majefty’s  commands.  But  Colonel  Long  objedts,  that 
there  was  a law  made  by  Sir  Thomas  Modyford,  which  declares  all  laws 
pafTed  at  Sir  Charles  Lyttelton’s  alTemblies  void,  for  want  of  due  form  in 
the  writs,  and  other  particulars ; whereupon  they  are  bid  to  withdraw ; 
and  w'hereas  my  Lord  Chief  Juftice  North  was  not  prefent  when  this 
objedlion  was  made,  their  lordlhips  think  fit  that  he  be  acquainted  there- 
with, and  defired  to  renew  his  opinion;  and  the  gentlemen  of  Jamaica 
are  alfo  defired  to  be  ready  with  the  objedtions  they  have  to  make  to  his 
Icrdfhip’s  report,  at  the  next  meeting,  which  is  appointed  (or,  to-morroAV 
at  three  in  the  afternoon. 
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II.  Jamaica. 

-I/—  At  the  committee  of  trade  and  plantations,  in  the  council- 

chamber  at  Whitehall,  Thurfday  21ft  of  Oftober, 
1680, 

^ Present, 

Prince  Pupert,  Earl  of  Bridgewater,  Mr.  Hyde, 

Lord  Prefident  Earl  of  Clarendon,  Lord  Chief  Juftice  North, 

Marquis  of  Worcefter,  Vifc.  Fauconberg,  Mr.  Secretary  Jenkins. 

THE  lords,  being  met  to  confider  the  bufinefs  of  Jamaica,  order  the 
proclamation  publifhed  in  my  Lord  Windfor’s  time  to  be  read : and 
thereupon  their  lordihips  exprefs  their  opinion,  that  his  majefty  did 
thereby  afllire  and  fettle  the  property  of  the  inhabitants,  but  not  the  go^ 
•vernment  and  form : thence  thefe  queftions  did  arifc  ; viz. 

I ft.  Whether,  upon  the  confideration  of  the  commiftion  and  inftruc- 
tions  to  Colonel  D’Oyley,  and  Sir  Charles  Lyttelton,  and  the  conftitution 
of  the  tfland  thereupon y the  adls  of  council  made  by  Colonel  D’Oyley  and 
Sir  Charles  Lyttelton  were  perpetual  laws,  binding  to  the  inhabitants  of 
the  ifland  ? 

2d.  Whether,  fuppofing  thofe  laws  good  and  perpetual,  any  of  the  fub- 
fequent  laws,  or  the  proclamation  in  my  Lord  Windlbr’s  time,  have  taken 
away  the  force  of  thefe  laws  ? 

And  becaufe  the  gentlemen  of  Jam.aica  made  divers  objedhions  againft 
the  validity  of  thofe  law.';,  as  being  made  by  the  governors  and  council 
without  an  aflembly,  and  againft  the  pe.rpetuity  of  them,  as  being  re- 
pealed by  fubfequent  laws  ; their  lorSTdiips  do  therefore  think  it  mcft 
conducing  to  his  majefty’s  fervice,  that  Colonel  Long,  Major  Beefton, 
and  Mr.  Alhui^ft,  do  attend  my  Lord  Chief  Juftice  North,  in  order  to 
explain  to  his  lordfliip  what  is  chiefly  expected  by  them,  whereby  they 
may  be  induced  to  fettle  the  revenue  for  the  fupport  of  the  government, 
to  the  end  matters  may  be  brought  to  an  accommodation. 
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D I X. 

At  the  committee  of  trade  and  plantations,  in  the  council-  u-— 
chamber  at  Whitehall,  Wednelday  the  27  th  of  O6lober, 

1680, 

Present, 


Lord  Privy-Seal,  Earl  of  Bath,  Mr.  Chancellor  of  the  Ex- 

Earl  of  Bridgewater,  Earl  of  Elalifax,  chequer. 

Lord  Chamberlain, 

MY  Lord  Chief  Juftice  North  reports,  that  he  has  been  attended 
by  the  gentlemen  of  Jamaica,  who  have  declared  themfelves  willing  to 
grant  the  king  a perpetual  bill  for  the  payment  of  the  governors,  and 
another  bill  for  the  payment  of  contingencies  to  continue  for  feven  years, 
provided  they  may  be  reftored  to  their  ancient  form  of  paffing  laws,  and 
may  be  afllired  of  fuch  of  the  laws  of  England  as  may  concern  their 
liberty  and  property. 

Their  lordlhips  taking  notice,  that  the  revenue  of  Jamaica  will  expire 
in  March  next,  diredl;  a letter  to  be  prepared,  for  the  approbation  of  the 
council,  empowering  Sir  Henry  Morgan  to  call  an  aflembly,  and  to  en- 
deavour the  palling  a temporary  bill,  with  their  confent,  for  the  revenue; 
and,  in  cafe  of  their  refufal,  to  raife  the  fame  in  fuch  manner  as  hath  been 
done  by  former  governors. 


Memorandum^  At  a council  on  the  inftant,  a draught 

of  the  aforementioned  letter  was  read. 


And  upon  reading  the  petition  of  the  planters,  merchants  and  inhabi- 
tants of  Jamaica,  praying  to  be  reflored  to  their  ancient  method  of  mak- 
ing laws,  the  lords  of  the  committee  are  ordered  to  meet  de  die  in  dieniy 
until  they  fhall  have  agreed  on  fuch  a method  for  the  making  of  lav/s,  and 
the  fettlement  of  the  government,  as  they  lhall  find  moll  convenient  for 
his  majefly’s  fcrvice. 
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At  the  committee  of  trade  and  plantations,  in  the  council- 
chamber  at  Whitehall,  on  Thurfday  the  28th  of  Ofto- 
ber,  1680, 


Prince  Rupert, 

Lord  Privy-Seal, 
Lord  Chamberlain, 
Earl  of  Bridgewater, 
Earl  of  Sunderland, 


Present, 

Earl  of  Clarendon, 
Earl  of  EfTex, 

Earl  of  Halifax, 
Vifcount  Fauconberg, 


Bilhop  of  London, 

Mr.  Hyde, 

Lord  Chief  Juftice  North, 
Mr.  Secretary  Jenkins. 


THEIR  lordfhiips  having  confidered  that  part  of  the  letter  from  the 
council  of  Jamaica,  dated  20th  May  laft,  that  concerns  the  laws,  and 
having  read  the  petition  of  the  merchants  and  planters  of  Jamaica,  pre- 
fented  in  council  on  the  as  alfo  a paper  prepared  by 

Mr.  Blackwayt,  concerning  the  manner  of  making  laws  in  Jamaica, 
their  lordfliips,  upon  full  confideration  and  debate  of  what  may  beft  con- 
duce to  his  majefty’s  fervice,  agree,’ the  prefent  method  of  making  laws, 
in  Barbadoes,  as  fettled  by  the  comm  'iffion  of  Sir  Richard  Dutton,  be  propofed 
unto  his  majejly  in  council:  and  that  powers  be  drawn  up  for  the  Earl  of 
Carlifle,  with  inftruilions  fuitable  to  that  fcheme,  and  with  refpe£t  to  xhe 
prefent  circumftances  of  Jamaica,  and  that  the  afiembly  may  be  the  more 
■cafily  induced  to  grant  a revenue  for  the  fupport  of  the  government,  their 
lordfliips  are  of  opinion,  that  his  majefty’s  quit-rents,  and  the  tax  on 
the  wine-licences,  as  well  as  all  other  levies  which  now  are  or  fliall  be 
made,  be  appropriated  to  the  fupport  of  the  government,  and  to  no  .other 
ufe  whatfoever. 
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Jamaica. 

At  a committee  of  trade  and  plantations,  in  the  council-  a p p £ n. 
-chamber  at  Whitehall,  on  Saturday  the  30th  of  Oflober,  d I X 

t68o,  y.,— 


Prince  Rupert, 
Duke  of  AibeiTiarle, 
Lord  Charr.beriain, 
Earl  of  Bridgewater; 


Present, 
Earl  of  Sunderland; 
Earl  of  Clarendon, 
Earl  of  Eflex, 


Vifcount  Fauconberg, 
Earl  of  Halifax, 

Mr.  Secretary  Jenkins. 


COLONEL  Long  and  the  other  gentlemen  of  Jamaica  attend,  and 
are  acquainted  with  the  refolutions  of  the  committee  to  report  to  his 
rr.ajefty,  that  they  may  enjoy  the  fame  method  of  making  laws  as  is  now 
appointed  for  Bai  badoes ; with  which  the  gentlemen  exprefs  themfelves 
very  well  fatisfied. 


NUMBER  XXXIX. 

-Copy  of  powers  to  the  Earl  of  Car  life  for  making  laws. 

Charles  the  Second,  by  the  grace  of  God,  king  of  England, 
Scotland,  France,  and  Ireland,  Defender  of  the  Faith, 
&c. 

To  our  right  trufty  and  right  well-beloved  coufin  Charles 
Earl  of  Carlifie,  our  captain-general  and  governor  in 
chie'fin  and  over  our  ifland  of  Jamaica,  and  other  the 
'territories  -depending  thereon  ; and  to  our  deputy-go- 
•vernor  and  commander  in  chief  of  our  faid  ifland; 
and,  in  cafe  of  their  death  or  abfence,  to  our  council 
of  Jamaica. 

W'HEREAS,  by  our  royal  commifTion  bearing  date  the  firfl:  of 
March,  in  the  thirtieth  year  of  our  reign,  we  having  thought  fit  to  confti- 
I tute. 
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tute  and  appoint  you,  Charles  Earl  of  Carlifle,  captain-general  and  go- 
vernor in  chief  in  and  over  our  iQand  of  Jamaica,  and  the  territories 
depending  thereon,  thereby  commanding  and  requiring  you,  or  in  your 
ablence  our  deputy-governor,  or  our  council,  to  do  and  execute  all  things 
belonging  to  the  faid  command,  and  the  truft  repofed  in  you,  according 
to  the  feveral  powers  or  direftions  granted  or  appointed  you  by  the  faid 
commiflion  and  the  inlfrudlions  therewith  given  you,  or  by  further  powers 
and  infl:ru(5tions  to  be  granted  or  appointed  you  under  our  fignet  and  fign 
manual,  as  by  our  faid  commiflion  (reference  being  thereunto  had)  doth 
more  at  large  appear:  and  whereas^it  is  necefTary  that  good  and  wholefome 
laws  and  ordinances  be  fettled  and  eftablilhed  for  the  government  and 
fijpport  of  our  ifland  of  Jamaica  ; we  do  hereby  give  and  grant  unto  you 
full  power  and  authority,  with  the  advice  and  confent  of  the  faid  council, 
from  time  to  time,  as  need  fhall  require,  to  fummon  or  call  general  aflem- 
blies  of  the  freeholders  and  planters  within  the  faid  ifland,  in  manner 
and  form  as  is  now  praflifed  in  Jamaica.  And  our  wall  and  pleafure  is, 
that  the  perfons  thereupon  duly  elefled  by  the  major  part  of  the  free- 
holders of  the  refpeftive  parilhes  and  places,  and  fo  returned  (having, 
before  their  fitting,  taken  the  oaths  of  allegiance  and  fupremacy,  which 
you  fliall  commilTionate  fit  perfons,  under  the  publick  feal  of  that  ifland, 
to  adminifier,  and  without  taking  which  none  lhall  be  capable  of  fitting, 
though  elected)  fhall  be  called  and  held  the  general  aflembly  of  our 
ifland  of  Jamaica  ; and  that  they,  or  the  major  part  of  them,  fliall  have 
full  power  and  authority,  with  the  advice  and  confent  of  yourfelf  and  of 
tlie  council,  to  make,  conftitute,  and  ordain  laws,  ftatutes,  and  ordi- 
nances, for  the  publick  peace,  welfare,  and  good  government  of  the  faid 
ifland,  and  of  the  people  and  inhabitants  thereof,  and  fuch  other  as  fhall 
refort  thereto,  and  for  the  benefit  of  our  heirs  and  fucceflbrs ; which  faid 
laws,  ftatutes,  and  ordinances,  are  to  be  (as  near  as  conveniently  may  be) 
agreeable  to  the  laws  and  ftatutes  of  our  kingdom  of  England : provided, 
that  all  fuch  laws,  ftatutes,  and  ordinances,  of  what  nature  or  duration 
whatloever,  be,  within  three  months,  or  by  the  firft  conveyance  after  the 
making  the  fame,  tranfmitted  unto  us  under  the  publick  feal,  for  our 
ailov/ance  and  approbation  of  them,  as  alfo  duplicates  thereof  by  the 
next  conveyance  : and  in  cafe  all  or  any  of  tliem  (being  not  before  con- 
firmed by  us)  fliall  at  any  time  be  difallowed  and  not  approved,  and  fo 
fignified  by  us,  our  heirs  or  fucceiTors,  under  our  or  tlieir  fign  manual 
F or 
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or  fignet,  or  by  order  of  our  or  their  privy-council,  unto  you,  the  faid  APPEN- 

Earl  of'Carlifle,  or  to  the  commander  in  chief  of  our  faid  ifland  for  the 

time  being,  then  fuch  or  fo  many  of  them  as  fhall  be  fo  difallowed  and  ' — — v— 

not  approved  fliall  from  thenceforth  ceafe,  determine,  and  be  utterly 

void  and  of  none  effetfl',  any  thing  to  the  contrary  thereof  notwithftand- 

ing  And,  to  the  end  nothing  may  be  pafled  or  done  in  our  faid  ifland 

by  the  faid  council  or  aflembly  to  the  prejudice  of  us,  our  heirs  or  fuc- 

ceffors,  we  wiil  and  ordain  that  you,  t!ie  faid  Charles  Earl  of  Carlifle, 

fhall  have  and  enjoy  a negative  voice  in  the  making  or  pafiin.q;  or  ail 

laws,  ftatutes,  and  ordinances,  as  aforefaid ; and  that  you  lhall  and  may 

likewife,  from  time  to  time,  as  you  fliall  judge  it  necelfaiy,  diilbive  ail. 

g.neral  afl’emblies,  as  aforefaid;  anything  in  our  commifllon  bearing 

date  as  aforefaid  to  the  contrary  hereof  notwithfcanding.  And  our  will 

and  pleafure  is,  that,  in  cafe  of  your  death  or  abf.nce  from  our  faid  ifland, 

our  deputy-governor  for  the  time  being  excrcife  and  enjoy  rdl  and  fingul.'.r 

the  powers  and  authorities  hereby  granted  urito  you,  or  intended  to  be 

granted  you,  the  faid  Charles  Earl  of  Cariifle ; and  in  cafe  he  likew  fe 

happen  to  die,  or  be  abfent  from  our  faid  ifl.ind,  we  do  liercby  authorize 

and  empower  our  council  of  Jamaica  to  execute  the  powers  hereby  givea 

you,  until  we  fliall  declare  our  fuither  pleafure  therein. 

Cive^  at  cur  court  at  Whitehall,  this  Day  of  Novemhery  m 
the  thirty -jecend  year  cf  cur  reirn. 
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The  Britifli  Colonies  in  the  Weft  Indies. 


BOOK  III. 

ENGLISH  CHARAIBEAN  ISLANDS. 


' C H A P.  I. 

BARBADOES. 

Ftrjl  Arrival  of  the  Englijh  at  this  If  and. — Origin,  progrefs,  and 
termination  of  the  Proprietary  Government. — Revenue  granted 
to  the  Crown  of  ^ I per  centum  on  all  Produce  exported — how 
cbtained. — Origin  of  the  Atl  of  Navigation. — Situation  and 
Extent  of  the  If  and. — Soil  and  Produce.— Populatian.-^De- 
cUne,  and  Caufes  thereof. — Exports  and  Imports. 


The  Ifland  of  Baibacloes,  of  vvliich  I now  propofe  to 
treat,  was  probably  firll;  uifcovered  by  ?he  Portuguefe  in 
their  voyages  from  Brafil ; and  fi  om  them  it  received  the  name 
which  it  ftill  vttlms  faj.  It  was  found  without  occupants  or 


(a)  It  is  faid  not  to  have  been  noticed  in  any  fea-chart  before  the  year  1600. 

VoL.  I.  T t claimants. 
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BOOK  claimants.  The  Charaibes,  for  reafons  altogether  unknown  to 
. us,  had  deferted  it,  and  the  Portuguefe,  fatisfied  with  the 
fplcndid  regions  they  had  acquired  on  the  Continent,  feem  to 
have  confidered  it  as  of  little  value.  Having  furnifhed  it  with 
a breed  of  fwine  for  the  benefit  of  fuch  of  their  countrymen  as 
might  navigate  the  fame  trad,  they  left  the  ifland  in  all  other 
refpeds  as  they  found  it. 

Of  the  Englifh,  the  firft  who  are  known  to  have  landed  in 
this  ifland,  were  the  crew  of  a fliip  called  the  Olive  Blofoniy 
bound  from  London  to  Surinam,  in  1605,  and  fitted  out  at  the 
expence  of  Sir  Olive  Leigh,  whom  Purchas  fliles  * a worfliip- 
* ful  knight  of  Kent.’  Finding  it  without  inhabitants,  they 
took  pofTefTion  of  the  country,  by  fixing  up  a crofs  on  the  fpot 
where  ’James-'T’own  was  afterwards  built,  with  this  infcription, 
“ James  King  of  England  and  this  ifland but  they  began 
no  fettlement,  nor  made  any  conliderable  ftay  in  a country 
entirely  uninhabited  and  overgrown  with  woods ; yet  it  fur- 
nifhed them  with  frefh  provifions.  They  found  pigs,  pigeons, 
and  parrots,  and  the  fea  abounded  with  fifh. 

Some  years  after  this,  a fhip  of  Sir  William  Courteen’s, 
a merchant  of  London,  returning  from  Brafil,  was  driven  by 
, flrefs  of  weather  into  this  ifland,  and  finding  refrefliments  on 
, it,  the  mafter  and  feamen,  on  their  arrival  in  England,  made  fo 
favourable  a report  of  the  beauty  and  fertility  of  the  country, 
that  Lord  Ley  (afterwards  Earl  of  Marlborough,  and  Lord 
High  Treafurer)  immediately  obtained  from  King  James  the 
Firfl:  a grant  of  the  ifland  to  himfelf  and  his  heirs  in  perpe- 
tuity. 


COURTEEN 


WEST  INDIES. 


CouRTEEN  himfelf  was  a man  of  extenfive  views  arrd  mag-  c H A \\ 
nifiicent  projefts.  He  immediately  began  (probably  under  the  I- 
patronage  of  Marlborough)  to  form  ideas  of  eftablifliing  a co- 
lony in  the  diftant  but  promifing  territory.  Having  engaged 
about  thirty  perfons,  who  undertook  to  fettle  in  the  ifland,  and 
furniflied  them  with  tools,  provifions,  and  necefTaries  of  all 
kinds  for  planting  and  fortifying  the  ifland,  he  appointed 
William  Deane  their  governor,  and  fent  them  away  in  a fliip 
called  the  William  and  John,  commanded  by  John  Powell. 

They  arrived  fafe  in  the  latter  end  of  the  year_  1624,  and  laid 
the  foundations  of  a town,  which,  in  honour  of  the  fovereign, 
they  denominated  James-Town^  and  thus  began  the  firft 
Englifli  fettlement  in  the  Ifland  of  Barbadoes. 

For  fome  time  previous  to  this,  it  had  become  fafliionable 
for  men  of  high  rank  and  diftinftion  to  engage  in  fea  ad- 
ventures, proclaiming  themfelves  the  patrons  of  colonization 
and  foreign  commerce.  In  the  lifts  of  thofe  who  contributed 
to  the  Britifli  fettlements  in  Virginia,  New  England,,  the  Ber- 
muda Iflands,  and  other  places  in  the  New  World,  may  be 
found  the  names  of  many  of  the  firft  nobility  and  gentry  of  the 
kingdom.  Among  others  who  diftinguiflied  themfelves  in  fuch 
purfuits,  at  the  time  that  Barbadoes  was  thus  planted  by  a pri- 
vate merchant,  was  James  Hay,  Earl  of  Carlifle.  This  noble- 
man was  at  that  jundture  engaged  in  the  eftablifhment  of  a 
colony  in  the  ifland  of  St.  Chriftopher  (as  we  fliall  hereafter 
have  occafion  more  particularly  to  relate)  and,  either  not 
knowing  of  the  Earl  of  Marlborough’s  patent,  or  conceiving 
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tbaf  it  interfered  with  his  own  pretenfions he  applied  for 
atvd  obtained,  in  the  hrfi:  year  of  Charles  I.  a warrant  for  a 
grant,  by  letters  patent  under  the  great  feal  of  England,  of  all 
the  Charaibean  Iflands,-  including  alfo  Barbadoes  j but  when 
the  grant  came  to  be  actually  paffed,  the  Earl  of  Marlborough 
oppofed  it,  on  the  ground  of  priority  of  right.  The  difpute 
betvfeen  theie  noble  lords  continued  for  a confiderable  time  ; 
at  length  the  contending  parties  thought  it  prudent  to  com- 
promife  the  matter,  and,  on  the  Earl  of  Carlille’s  undertaking 
to  pay  the  annual  fum  of  300  to,  the  Earl  of  Marlborough 
and  his  heirs  for  ever,  Marlborough  waved  his  patent,  and,  in 
confequence  of  this  arrangement,  on  the  2d  of  June  1627,  the 
Earl  of  Carlhle’s  patent  pa  Ted  the  great  feal,  who  thereupon 
became  foie  proprietor  fcj* 

During 

(■^)  It  is  faitl  that  he  had  obtained  from  James  I.  a grant,  or  warrant  for  a grant, 
under  the  great  leal,  of  all  the  Charaibean  Iflands,  which  the  king  eredled  into  a 
province  by  the  name  of  Carliola^  on  the  model  of  the  palatinate  of  Durham. 

(c)  Among  other  claufes  in  this  grant  are  the  following.  “ Further  know  ye, 
that  we,  for  us  our  heirs  and  fucceflbrs,  have  authorized  and  appointed  the  faid 
yatnes  Earl  of  CarllJJcy  and  his  heirs  (of  whofe  fidelity,  prudence,  juflice,  and 
wifdom,  we  have  great  confidence)  for  the  good  and  happy  government  of  the 
i&id  province,  whether  for  the  publick  fecurity  of  the  faid  province  or  the  private 
utility  of  every  man,  to  make,  eredl,  and  let  forth,  and  under  his  or  their  fignet  to 
publifl),  ftich  laws  as  he  the  (aid  Earl  of  CarUJle^  or  his  heirs,  with  the  conjent^ 
ajj'ent^  and  approbation  of  the- free  inhabitants  of  the  faid  provmcey  or  the  greater 
part  of  them^  thereunto  to  be  called-,  and  in  fuch  form  as  he  or  they  in  his  or  their 
diferetion  fliall  think  fit  and  heft.  And  ibefe  laws  muft  all  men  for  the  time  be- 
ing, that  do  live  within  the  limits  of  the  faid  province,  obferve ; whether  they 
be  bound  to  fea,  or  from  thence  returning  to  England,  or  any  other  our  domi-^ 
iiioas,  ot  any  other  place  appointed,  upon  fuch  impofuions,  penalties,  imprifon- 
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During  this  conteft  about  the  difpofal  of  countries,  moft  CHAP, 
of  which  were  at  that  time  in.  the  hands  of  their  proper  own- 
ers,  the  Charaibes  the  man,  who  alone  had  the  merit  of  an- 


ment,  or  reftraint  that  it  behoveth,  and  the  quality  of  the  offence  requireth,  either 
upon  the  body,  or  death  itfelf,  to  be  executed  by  the  faid  Jaynes  Earl  of  Carlijle^ 
and  by  his  heirs,  or  by  his  or  their  deputy,  judges,'  juftices,  magiftrates,  officers, 
and  minifters,  according  to  the  tenor  and  true  meaning  of  thefe  prefents,  in  what 
caufe  foever,  and  with  fuch  power  as  to  him  the  faid  James  Earl  of  Carlijle^  or  his 
heir,  fhall  feem  beit ; and  to  difpofe  of  offences  or  riots  whatfoever,  either  by  fea 
or  land,  whether  before  judgment  received,  or  after  remitted,  freed,  pardoned,  or 
forgiven ; and  to  do  and  to  perform  all  and  every  thing  and  things,  which  to  the 
fulfilling  of  juftice,  courts  or  manner  of  proceeding  in  their  tribunal,  may  or  doth 
belong  or  appertain,  although  exprefs  mention  of  them  in  thefe  prefents  be  not 
made,  yet  we  have  granted  full  power  by  virtue  of  thefe  prefents  therein  to  be 
made  ; which  laws  fo  abfolutely  proclaimed,  and  by  flrength  of  right  fupported  as 
they  are  granted,  we  will,  enjoin,  charge,  and  command  all  and  every  fubjedl 
and  liege  people  of  us,  our  heirs  and  fucceflbrs,  fo  far  as  them  they  do  concern^ 
inviolably  to  keep  and  obferve,  under  the  pains  therein  exprefled ; fo  as  notwith- 
ftanding  the  aforefaid  laws  be  agreeable  and  not  repugnant  unto  reafon,  nor ' 
againft  it ; but  as  convenient  and  agreeable  as  may  be  to  the  laws,  ftatutes,  cul- 
toms,  and  rights  of  our  kingdom  of  England.^  ’ — We  will  alfo,  of  our  princely 
grace,  for  us,  our  heirs  and  fucceffors,  ftraightly  charge,  make,  and  ordain,  that 
the  faid  province  be  of  our  allegiance,  and  that  all  and  every  fubjedl  and  liege 
people  of  us,  our  heirs  aiid  fucceffors,  brought  or  to  be  brought,  and  their  chil- 
dren, whether  there  born  or  afterwards  to  be  born,  become  natives  and  fubjedls 
of  us,  our  heirs  and  fucceffors,  and  be  as  free  as  they  that  were  born  in  England \ 
and  fo  their  inheritance  w’ithin  our  kingdom  of  England^  or  other  our  dominions, 
to  feek,  receive,  take,  hold,  buy,,  and  poffefs,  and  ufe  and  enjoy  them  as  his  own, 
and  to  give,  fell,  alter,  and  bequeath  them  at  tlieir  pleafure ; and  alfo  freely, 
quietly,  and  peaceably  to  have  aiwi  pollefs  all  the  liberties,  franchifes,  and  privi- 
leges of  this  kingdom,  and  them  to  ufe  and  enjoy  as  liege  people  of  England.^ 
whether  born,  or  to  be  born,  without  impediment,  moleftation,  vexation,  injury 
or  trouble  of  us  our  heirs  and  fucceflbrs,  any  llatute,  aft,  ordinance,  or  provifo,. 
to  the  contrary  notwitliftanding.” 
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BOOK  ncxing  the  plantation  of  Barbadoes  to  the  crown  of  England 
feems  to  have  been  {liainefully  negledted.  The  Earl  of  Marl- 
' ' borough,  having  fecured  to  himfelf  and  his  pofterity,  the  grati- 

fication I have  mentioned,  deferted  him  ; and  the  Lord  Car- 
lille,  having  done  him  premeditated  injury,  became  his  irrecon- 
cileable  enemy,  Courteen*  however,  found  a friend  in  Wil- 
liam Earl  of  Pembroke,  who  rcprefented  his  cafe  in  fuch  a 
light  to  the  King,  as  to  obtain  a revocation  of  Carlifle’s  patent, 
and  a grant  to  himfelf  in  trufi;  for  Courteen. 

But  the  hopes  of  this  worthy  citizen  were  of  Ihort  conti- 
nuance. The  Earl  of  Carlifle  was,  at  that  juncture,  abfent 
from  the  kingdom,  a circumftance  which  gave  fo me  colour  to 
his  charge  of  injuftice  and  precipitancy  in  the  proceeding. 
On  his  return  to  England,  he  complained  that  he  had  been 
condemned  and  deprived  of  his  property  unheard  j and  the 
monarch  on  the  throne,  who  feems,  through  the  whole  of  his 
unfortunate  reign,  rather  to  have  wanted  refolution  to  purfue 
the  right  path,  than  fagacity  to  difcern  it,  trod  back  his  ground 
a fecond  time  ; for,  unable  to  refift  the  clamorous  importunity 
of  a w'orthlefs  favourite,  he  adlually  annulled  the  grant  to  the 
Earl  of  Pembroke,  and,  by  fecond  letters  patent  to  the  Earl  of 
Carlifle,  again  reftored  to  him  the  privileges  of  which  he  had 
himfelf,  a fhort  time  before,  deprived  him. 

Thus  by  an  a6l  of  power,  which  its  repugnancy  and  abfur- 
dity  alone,  rendered  illegal,  the  Earl  of  Carlifle  again  found 
himfelf  lord  paramount  of  Barbadoesj  and  in  order  completely 
to  ruin  all  the  interefls  in  the  colony  of  his  competitor,  he  pro- 
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ccedcd  to  diftribute  the  lands  to  fuch  perfons  as  chofe  to  re- 
ceive grants  at  his  hands  on  the  terms  propoled  to  them.  A 
fociety  of  London  merchants  fdj.  accepted  ten  thoufand  acres, 
on  conditions  which  promifed  great  advantage  to  the  proprie- 
tor j but  they  were  allowed  the  liberty  of  fending  out  a perfon 
to  prelide  over  their  concerns  in  the  colony,  and  they  made 
choice  for  this  purpofe  of  Charles  Woolferftone,  who  repaired 
to  the  ifland,  accompanied  with  hxty-four  perfons,  each  of 
whom  was  authorized  to  take  up  lOO  acres  of  land. 

These  people  landed  on  the  5th  of  July,  162S,  at  which 
time  Courteen’s  fettlement  was  in  a very  promifing  condition  j 
but  Woolferflone  declared  it  an  incroachment  and  ufurpation, 
and,  being  fupported  by  the  arrival  of  Sir  William  Tufton,  who 
was  fent  out  as  chief  governor  by  Lord  Carlifle,  in  1629,  with 
a force  fufficient  for  the  maintenance  of  his  pretenfions,  he 
compelled  the  friends  of  Courteen  to  fubmit ; and  the  interefts 
of  the  latter  were  thenceforth  fwallowed  up  and  forgotten 

The  fadts  which  I have  thus  recited  have  been  related  fo 
often  by  others,  that  an  apology  might  be  neceffary  for  their 
infertion  in  this  work,  were  it  not,  that  by  comparing  one  ac- 
count with  another,  I have  been  enabled  to  corredl  fome  im- 


(d)  The  names  of  thofe  merchants  were  Marmaduke  Brandon,  William  Per- 
kin, Alexander  Banifter,  Robert  Wheatley,  Edmond  Forfter,  Robert  S winner- 
ton,  Henry  Wheatly,  John  Charles,  and  John  Farringdon. 

(e)  In  this  year.  Sir  William  Tufton  gave  140  grants  of  land,  comprising  in 
the  whole  15,872  acres,  and  on  the  23d  of  February,  1630,  he  pafTed  divers  laws, 
and  among  others,  one  for  dividing  the  ifland  into  fix  pariflies. 
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portant  errors  in  each.  And  the  claim  of  the  Earl  of  Carlille 
having  originally  introduced  and  eftablifhed  the  very  heavy  in- 
ternal impofition  on  their  grofs  produce,  to  which  the  planters 
of  this,  and  fome  of  the  neighbouring  iflands,  are  to  this  day 
liable ; I have  thought  it  neceffary  to  be  -particular  and  minute, 
in  tracing  the  claim  itfelf  from  the  beginning.  In  what  man- 
ner it  produced  the  burthen  in  queftion,  and  how  Barbadoes 
reverted  from  a proprietary -to  a royal  government,  I fliall  now 
proceed  to  relate. 

The  adminiftration  of  Sir  William  Tufton,  the  firfl  governor 
appointed  by  Lord  Carlifle,  proving  difagreeable  to  his  lord- 
fliip.  Captain  Henry  Hawley  was  fent  over  in  1631  to  fuper- 
fede  him.  Tufton  refenting  this  meafure,  procured  the  hgna- 
tures  of  fome  of  the  planters  to  a petition  complaining  of  Haw- 
ley’s condudf.  Hawley  conflrued  this  petition  into  an  a6l;  of 
mutiny  on  the  part  of  Tufton, ■ for  which  he  had  him  tried  and 
condemned  by  a court-martial,  and  with  very  little  ceremony 
caufed  him  to  be  fhot  to  death  ; a proceeding  univerfally  ex- 
claimed againft  as  a moft  horrid  and  atrocious  murder.  Haw- 
ley, however,  though  recalled  on  this  account,  not  only  efcaped 
punhhment  tlirough  the  intereft  of  his  noble  patron,  but  was 
foon  afterwards  fent  back  again  as  chief  governor ; in  which 
capacity  he  remained  till  1638,  when  he  was  driven  from 
the  country  by  the  united  voice  of  all  the  inhabitants;  who 
however  permitted  his  brother,  Vfilliam  Hawley,  to  a6l  as 
commander  in  chief  until  a governor  flaould  be  nominated  at 
heme.  He  was  fucceeded  by  Major  Hunches,  who,  leaving 
the  ifland  in  1641,  appointed  Philip  Bell,  Efquire,  his  deputy, 

and 
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and  Bell,  in  1645,  was  appointed  chief  governor/^.  But  the 
conduct  of  Hawley,  thus  violent  and  hloody,  and  the  fupport 
which  he  received  from  the  proprietor,  had  alienated  the  minds 
of  the  new  fettlers  from  power  thus  delegated  and  abufed ; and 
the  proprietor’s  authority  loft  ground  every  day.  In  the  mean 
time,  the  civil  war  in  England  caufed  many  people,  of  peaceable 
tempers  and  difpohtions,  to  take  refuge  in  this  ifland ; and  the 

(f)  During  the  admlniftration  of  this  gentleman,  many  falutary  laws  were 
palTed  ; amojig  others  the  following  : 

ift.  “ yin  Acl  for  the  continuance  and  obfervation  of  all  afls  and  ftatutes  not 
repealed;”  which  Adi  recites  that  there  v/ere  divers  and  fundry  good  and 
wholefome  laws,  ftatutes,  and  ordinances  provided,  enabled,  and  made,  afligned, 
• and  agreed  upon,  by  and  with  the  aftent,  confent,  and  approbation  of  the  gover- 
nor, council,  and  freeholders  out  of  every  parifh  of  the  ifland,  intituled,  A General 
AJJernbly  for  that  purpofe  eleSied.,  made.,  and  chofen.  And  it  is  thereby  enadled, 
that  none  of  thofe  laws  fhall  be  altered,  or  any  thing  added  to  them,  without  the 
confent  of  a like  General  AJfembly.  And  that  every  parifli  ftiould  have  two  re- 
prefentatives  at  leaft,  to  be  eledled  by  the  freeholders. 

2d.  “ An  addition  to  an  Acft  intituled,  “ An  Adi  for  fettliirg  the  eftates  and 
titles  of  the  inhabitants  of  this  ifland  to  their  poflefllons  in  their  feveral  plantations 
within  the  fame-.”  it  is  therein  recited,  that  in  a claufe  in  the  firft  a£t  it  is  or- 
dained, that  all  the  inhabitants  of  this  ifland,  that  were  in  quiet  pofteflion  of 
any  lands  or  tenements  by  virtue  of  any  warrant  from  any  former  governor,  or 
by  conveyance  or  other  adl  in  law,  from  them  who  had  the  fame  warrant,  fhould 
have,  hold,  and  enjoy  the  fame,  their  free  ejiate : and,  as  fome  fcruples  had 
fince  arifen,  w'hether  an  eftate  for  life  or  inheritance  might  be  conftrued  from 
the  fame,  for  want  of  the  words  their  heirs',  to  the  intent  the  fame  .might  be 
more  fully  explained,  and  all  difputes  of  that  kind  for  the  future  abolifhed,  it  is 
enacted,  that  by  the  words  as  their  free  efates,  was  meant,  the  whole  eJlate  and 
inheritance  of  the  refpeftive  plantations  within  this  ifland,  fo  that  by  fuch  poiTeflion 
in  manner  as  by  the  faid  adl  is  exprefl’ed,  the  faid  inhabitants  are  thereby  adjudged 
and  declared  to  have  and  to  hold  their  lands  of  right  to  them,  to  difpofc  of  or 
alienate,  or  otherwife  to  defeend,  or  be  confirmed  to  their  heirs  for  ever.” 

VoL.  L U u confequent 
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confequent  ruin  of  the  King’s  affairs  induced  a ftill  greater 
number,  many  of  whom  had  been  officers  of  rank  in  his  fer- 
vice,  to  follow  their  example.  The  emigration  from  the  mo- 
ther-country to  this  ifland  was  indeed  fo  great  during  the  com- 
motions in  England,  that  in  1650  it  was  computed  there  were 
20,000  white  men  in  Barbadoes,  half  of  them  able  to  bear 
arms,  and  furniffiing  even  a regiment  of  horfe  to  the  number 
of  one  thoufand. 

These  adventurers,”  fays  Lord  Clarendon^  **  planted 
without  anybody’s  leave,  and  without  being  oppofed  or  con- 
tradicted by  any  body.”  The  cafe  feems  to  have  been,  that 
the  governor  for  the  time  being  granted  lands,  to  all  who  ap- 
\plied,  on  receiving  a gratuity  for  Limfelf;  and  the  claim  of 
the  proprietor,  whether  difputed  in  the  ifland,  or  difregarded 
-amidfl  the  confufions  at  home,  was  at  length  tacitly  and  ffiently 
relinquifhed  fgj. 

The  colony,  left  to  its  own  efforts,  and  enjoying  an  unli- 
mited freedom  of  trade,  flourifhed  beyond  example.  Ir^  the 
■>  year  1 646,  however,  the  then  Earl  of  Carlifle,  who . was  fon 
and  heir  ^ of  the  patentee,  Tlimulated  by  the  renown  of  its 
wealth  and  profperity,  began  to.  revive  his  claims  as  hereditary 
'proprietor,;  -and,  entering  into' a treaty  with  Lord  Willoughby 
of  Parham,  conveyed  to  that  nobleman  all  his  rights  by  leafe 
for  twenty-one  years,  on  condition  of  receiving  one  half  the 

(g)  Lord  Carlifle  had  originally  ftipulated  for  an  annual  tribute  of  forty  pounds 
■ of  cotton  wool  from  each  perfon  who  held  lands  under  his  grant. 
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profits  in  the  meantime ; but  juftly  apprehending  that  the  CHAP, 
refident  planters  might  difpute  his  pretcnfions,  he  very  readily  I. 
concurred  with  Lord  Willoughby  in  foliciting  a commifilon  for  ^ 

the  latter,  as  chief  governor,  under  the  fanftion  of  regal  au- 
thority 

This,  though  an  abforute  deEelidion  of  tlie  proprietaryfhip,. 
was  afked  and  obtained ; and  the  Lord  Willoughby,  thus  coni- 
miffioned,  embarked  for  his  government ; and,  in  confideration 
of  the  royal  appointment,  was  received  by  the  inhabitants,  w’ho. 
were  warmly  attached  to  the  King’s  intereft,  with  refpedl  and 
obedience.  It  leems  probable,,  that,  at  his  firfi:  coming,  he  faid 
nothing  of  his  leafe  from  Carlifle  j trulfing  rather  to  future 
management  for  the  re-efiiablifhment  of  that  lord’s  pretenfions,, 
than  to  an  open  avowal  of  them  on  his  arrival.  We  are  told,, 
however,  by  Clarendon,  that  he  obtained  from  the  planters  a 
promife  of  a contribution  to  the  proprietor ; but  before  it  was. 
carried  into  effedl,  the  regal  authority  was  abolished  in  Eng- 
land, and  Barbadoes  reduced  to  the  obedience  of  the  new  re- 
publick,  by  whom  another  governor  was  appointed  ^ 

On  the  reftoration  of  Charles  II.  and  the  re-eftablifhment 
of  the  roy ah  authority  over  all  the  Britiih  dominions  Lprd 

Willoughby, 

(h)  When  this  application  was  made,  the  King  was  in  the  hands  of  the  par- 
liament ; the  commiflion  therefore,  with  his  Majefty’s  privity  and  approbation, 
was  figned  by  the  Prince  of  Wales,  at  that  time  in  Holland. 

(i)  On  the  i8th  of  February,  i66i,  his  Majefty  honoured  thirteen  gentlemen 
of  Barbadoes  with  the  dignity  of  baronetage,  in  confideration  of  their  loyalty  and 
liifferings  during  the  civil  war : They  were,  Sir  John  Colleton,  Sir  James  Modi- 
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Willoughby,  who  had  eight  or  nine  years  of  his  leafe  unex- 
pired, applied  to  the  King  fOr  leave  to  return  to  his  govern- 
ment of  Barbadoes.  To  this  application  no  objedtion  would 
have  been  made  by  the  inhabitants,  if  his  lordfliip  had  confi- 
dered  himfelf  merely  as  reprefentative  of  the  crown  \ but  his 
connedlicn  and  contradl  with  the  Earl  of  Carlifle,  were  by  this 
time  fufficiently  underftbod  by  the  planters^  who  faw  with  afto- 
nifhment  that  they  were  regarded  by  thofe  great  lords  as  mere 
tenants  at  will  of  their  polTeffions.  They  folicited  therefore  the 
King’s  fupport  and  protcdtion.  “ ' They  pleaded,”  fays  Cla- 
rendon, “ that  they  were  the  King’s  fubjedts ; that  they  had 
repaired  to  Barbadoes  as  to  a defolate  place,  .and  had  by  their 
induflry  obtained  a livelihood  there,  when  they  could  not  with  a 
good  confcience  hay  in  England  3 that  if  they  fhould  now  be 
left  to  thofe  lords  to  ranfom  themfelves  and  compound  for  their 
ehates,  they  muh  leave  the  country,  and  the  plantation  be  de- 
hroyed,  which  yielded  his  Majehy  fb  great  a revenue.”  Re^ 
fpedting  the  charter  granted  to  the  Earl  of  Carlifle,  they  infift- 
ed  pofitively  that  it  was  void  in  law  ; and  they  made  two  hum- 
ble propofitions  to  the  King,  either  that  his  Majehy  would 
give  them  leave  to  inhitute  in  his  name,  but  at  their  own  coh, 
a procefs  in  the  Exchequer  for  trying  the  validity  of  the  earl’s 
patent  ^ or  that  he  would  leave  thofe  who  claimed  under  it  (for 
the  fecond  Earl  of  Carlifle  dying  in  the  interim,  had  be- 
queathed his  rights  in  the  Weh  Indies  to  the  Earl  of  Kinnoul) 
to  their  legal  remedy,  abfolutely  denying  that  either  the  late  or 

ford,  Sir  James  Drax,  Sir  Robert  Davers,  Sir  Robert  Hacket,  Sir  John  Yeamans, 
Sir  Timothy  Thornhill,  Sir  John  Witham,  Sir  Robert  Legard,  Sir  John  Wor- 
fum,  Sir  John  Rawdon,  Sir  Edwyn  Stede,  Sir  Willoughby  Chamberlayne. 
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former  Lord  Carlille  had  fuftained  the  fmallefl  expencs  in  fet- 
tling the  colony » - 

Instead  of  confenting  to  either  of  thofe  mod;  reafonable 
propofitions,  the  King  ordered  enquiry  to  be  made  into  the  fe- 
veral  allegations  and  claims,  of  the  parties  concerned,  by  a com- 
mittee of  the  privy-council  j .before  whom  fome  of  the  planters 
being  heard,  one  of  them,  in  order  more^  readily  to  induce  the 
King  to  take  the  fovereignty  of  the  ifland  into  his  own  hands, 
offered,  in  the  name  of  the  inhabitants,  to  confent,  in  that 
cafe,  to  lay  an  impofition  of  fo  much  in  the  hundred  on  the 
produce  of  their  eftates,  out  of  which  his  Majefly|s  governor 
might  be  honourably  fupported,  and  the  King  difpofe  of  the 
overplus  as  he  fhouid  think-  fit.  To  a monarch  of  Charles’s 
difpofition,  this  was  too  tempting  a propofition  to  be  refilled. 
We  are  informed  that  his  Majefly  received  the  offer  very  gra~ 
cioujly } “ and  the  next  care  of  the  committee,”  adds  the  noble 
hiflorian,  who  was  himfelf  of  that  body,  “ was  to  make  fome 
computation,  that  might  be  depended  upon,  as  to  the  yearly  re- 
venue, that  would  arife  upon  the  impofition  within  the  ifland.” 
But  the  planters,  when  called  up  the  next  day  to  give  fatisfac- 
tion  in  this  particular,  infilled  that  Mr.  Kendall,  the  perfon  who  ' 
had  made  the  offer,  had  no  authority  to  undertake  for  them, 
or  the  inhabitants  within  the  ifland  j and  the  utmoil  they, 
could  be  brought  to  promife  for  themfelves  was,  that  they.- 
would  ufe  their  endeavours  with  their  friends  in  the  ifland,  to 
fettle  fuch  a revenue  on  the  crown  as  the  circumflances  of  the 
colony  would  admit  of,  which  they  faid  the  affembly  alone  was^ 
competent  to  determine.  . 
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To  fatisfy  thefe  feveral  claimants,  and  fecure  a perpetual 
revenue  to  the  crown,  was  a work  of  difficulty,  and  its  accom-- 
pliffiment  feems  to  have  been  the  foie  aim  of  the  King’s  mini- 
fters ; by  whom,  after  a tedious  but  partial  invefligation  (con- 
fidering  the  colony  as  wholly  at  the  King’s  mercy)  it  was 
finally  ordered,  that  the  Lord  Willoughby  Ihould  immediately 
repair  to  his  government,,  and  infill  on  the  grant  and  eftabliffi- 
ment  by  the  aflembly  of  a permanent  and  irrevocable  revenue 
of  four  and  a half  per  cent,  to  be  paid  in  fpecie,  on  all  dead 
commodities,  the  growth  of  the  ifland,  ffiipped  to  any  port  of 
‘ the  world ; the  money  arifing  therefrom  to  be  applied  as  fol- 
lows? 

First,  towards  an  honourable  and  immediate  provifion  for 
the  Earl  of  Kinnoul,  who,  it  was  alledged,  had  facrificed  his- 
fortune  in  the  King’s  fervice,  and  who  covenanted,  on  fuch- 

, provifion 


The  profpefl  of  a revenue,  though  diflant  and  uncertain,, 
brought  forward  the  creditors  of  the  Earl  of  Carlifle,  the  pa- 
tentee, who  was  indebted,  it  feems,  at  his  death,  in  the  fiini  of 
&o,ooo,  and’  they  had  no  hopes  of  being  paid  but  from  the 
profits  of  his  Weft  Indian  pofieffions.  The  heirs  of  the  Earl 
of  Marlborough  likewife  put  in  their  claim  for  the  arrearage  of 
the  annuity  of  £.  300,  granted  under  the  original  compromife 
which  I have  before  mentioned ; and'  the  Lord  Willoughby 
infifted  at  the  fame  time  on  receiving  a moiety  of  whatever 
profits  might  arife  during  the  remainder  of  the  term  yet  unex- 
plred  in  his  leafe.  The  other  moiety,  during  that  time,  and  the 
whole  in  reverfion,  was  claimed  by  the  Earl  of  Kinnoul. 
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provlfion  being  lecurcd  to  him,  to  furrender  the  Carlifie  patent  CHAP, 
to  the  crown. 


Secondly,  towards  fatisfadion  and  full  difcharge  of  the 
Earl  of  Marlborough’s  annuity., 

THLRDLy,;it  was  fllpulated  that  the  furplus  fKoUld  be  di- 
'Tided  equally  between' the  creditors  of  the  Earl  of  Carlifle  and 
the  Lord  Willoughby,  tiuring  the  term  yet  unexpired  of  his 
'lordfhip’s  leafe.  .On  the  expiration  thereof,  the  remainder, 
after  providing-  jT.  i, zoo  fer  annum  for  the  King’s  governoa; 
for  the  time  being,  was  ordered  to  be  paid  among  the  faid  cre- 
ditors till  their  demands  were  fully  fatisfied  and  difeharged. 

Four  THLY,  on  the  extindlion  of  thofe  fcveral  incumbrances, 
it  was  ilipulated  that  the  whole  revenue,  fubjedt  to  the  charge 
of  £.  1,200  per  annum  to  the  governor,  fhould  be.  at  the  dif- 
rpofal  of  the  crown.. 

Qn  thefe  terms  it  was  tmderflood  that -the  proprietary  go- 
vernment was  to  be  dilTolved,  and  that  the  planters  were  to 
conhder  themfelves  as  legally  confirmed  in  poffefiion  of  their 
efiates;  and  to  carry  into  efiedt  the  important  point,, on  which 
the  whole  arrangement,  depended  (the  grant  of  a perpetual  re- 
venue by.  the  afiembly)  ,the  Lord  Willoughby  returned  to  his 
government  in  1663. 

It  is  not  wonderful  that  the  planters,  on  his  lordfhip’s  arri- 
val,, though  devoted  to  the  interefts  of  the  crown,  fhould  have 
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loudly  murmured  at  the  coiidudl  and  determination  of  the  Brl- 
tilh  government  in  the  progrefs  and  conclufion  of  the  whole 
bufinefs.  Clarendon  himfelf  confefles,  that  the  grant  to  Car- 
lifle  was  voidable  by  law.  The -King  therefore  laid  them  under 
no  great  obligation  in  obtaining  a furrender  of  it.  Many  of 
the  planters  had  been  obliged  to  quit  their  native  country  in 
confequence  of  the  exertions  in  fupport  of  the  royal  caufe 
during  the  civil  war  : by  the  late  fettlement  they. perceived  a 
regard  exprelfed  towards  every  intereft  concerned  but  their 
own;  and  the  return  which  they  .met  with,  both  for  their  for- 
mer fervices,  and  alfo  for  augmenting  the  trade,  revenue,  and 
dominion  of  the  parent  Rate  by  their  recent  labours,  was 
,a  demand  of  a contribution,  which  they  Rated  would 
amount  to  ten  per  cent^  on  the  clear  profits  of  their  eRates 
for  ever. 

'But  their  complaints,  though  well  founded,  were  unavail- 
ing. The  king  and  his  govei-nor  were  too  deeply  intereRed 
to  recede.  The  affembly  was  called  upon  to  forge  chains  for 
themfelves  and  their  children ; and,  if  perfuafion  ihould  fail, 
force  was  not  only  at  hand,  but  was  atflually  employed  to  com- 
pel them  to  fubmiRion.  Colonel  Farmer,  who  led  the  party 
in  oppofition,  was  arreRed  and  fent  prifoner  to  England,  on  a 
charge  of  mutiny  and  treafon,  nor  was  he  releafed  till  after  a 
tedious  and  fevere  confinement.  Awed  by  this  example,  and 
fenfible  that  no  fupport  could  be  expedled  from  the  people  at 
home,  whofe  privileges  lay  proRrate  at  the  feet  of  the  reRored 
monarch,  the  affembly  paffed  an  ad:  for  the  purpofes  required 
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of  them  ; and  their  pofterlty  ftill  bear,  and  it  Is  apprehended 
will  long  continue  to  bear,  the  burthen  of  it  (k)  I 

The 

(i)  I have  thought  it  maybe  fatisfa£lory  to  the  reader  to  have  an  opportunity 
of  perufing  the  A£t  at  large,  which  I therefore  fubjoin,  prernifmg,  that  the  claufc 
which  exempts  the  lands  called  the  10,000  acres,  and  alfo  that  which  ftipulate'S 
for  the  building  a feffions-houfe,  and  a prifon,  and  providing  for  all  other  publick 
charges  incumbent  on  the  government,  out  of  the  monies  to  be  raifed  by  the  Aft, 
have  been  equally  difregarded  by  the  crown.  The  feflion-houfe  and  prifon  were 
not  finifhed  until  the  year  173O)  and  the  expence  (upwards  of  £.  5,000)  was  then 
defrayed  by  a Ipecial  tax  on  the  inhabitants  j and  there  was  raifed  by  other  taxes 
no  lefs  a fum  than  £.  19,440.  in  in  three  years  (viz.  from  1745  to  1748)  for 
the  repair  of  the  fortifications. 

An  A CT  far  fettling  the  Impojl  on  the  Commodities  of  the  Growth  of 
this  If  and',  pafled  the  12th  of  September,  1663. — N°  36. 

WHEREAS  our  late  Sovereign  Lord  Charles  the  FIrft,  of  blefled  memory, 
did,  by  his  letters  patent  under  the  great  feal  of  England,  grant  and  convey  unto 
James  Earl  of  Carlifle  and  his  heirs  for  ever,  the  propriety  of  this  ifland  of  Bar- 
badoes  : And  his  facred  Majefty  that  now  is  having  by  purchafe  invefted  himfelf 
in  all  the  rights  of  the  faid  Earl  of  Carlifle,  and  in  all  other  rights  which  any  other 
perfon  may  claim  from  that  patent,  or  any  other ; and  thereby,  more  immediately 
and  particularly,  hath  taken  this  ifland  into  his  royal  protedlion.  And  his  moll 
excellent  Majefty  having,  by  letters  patent  under  the  great  feal  of  England,  bear- 
ing date  the  twelfth  of  June,  in  the  fifteenth  year  of  his  reign,  appointed  his  Ex- 
cellency Francis  Lord  Willoughby  of  Parham,  captain-general  and  chief  gover- 
nor of  Barbadoes,  and  all  the  Caribbee  Iflands,  with  full  power  and  authority  to 
grant,  confirm,  and  aflure  to  the  inhabitants  of  the  fame,  and  their  heirs,  for  ever, 
all  lands,  tenements,  and  hereditaments  under  his  Majefty’s  great  feal  appointed 
for  Barbadoes  and  the  reft  of  the  Caribbee  Iflands,  as,  relation  being  thereunto 
had,  may  and  doth  more  at  large  appear.  And  whereas,  by  virtue  of  the  faid  Earl 
of  Carlifle’s  patent,  divers  governors  and  agents  have  been  fent  over  hither,  with 
authority  to  lay  out,  fet,  grant,  or  convey  in  parcels  the  lands  within  this  ifland, 
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The  condudl  of  the  Lord  Chancellor  Clarendon  in  this  af- 
fair^  who  indeed  appears  to  have  been  the  perfon  chiefly  con- 


fulted 


to  fucTi  perfons  as  tliey  fliouTd  dunk  fit:  which  was  by  them,  m thdr  refpeftive 
times,  as  much  as  in  them  lay,  accordingly  performed.  And  whereas  many  have 
not  their  grants,  warrants,  and  other  evidences  for  their  fard  lands,  and  others,  b’y 
reafon  of  the  Ignorances  of  thofc,  want  fiifficrent  and  legal  words  to  create  inhe* 
ritances  In  them  and  their  heirs,  and  others  that  never  recorded  their  grants,  or 
warrants,  and  others  that  can  make  no  proof  of  any  grants  or  warrants  they  ever 
had  for  their  lands;  and  yet  have  been  long  and  quiet  pofTeflbrs  of  the  feme,  and 
bellowed  great  charges  thereon.  And  whereas  the  acknowledgment  of  forty 
pounds  of  cotton  per  head,  and  other  taxes  and  compofitions  formerly  raifed  to  the 
Earl  of  Carlifle,  was  held  very  heavy:  For  a full  remedy  thereof  for  alfthe  defe^ 
afore-related,  and  quieting  the  poflelfions  and  fettling  the  tenures  of  the  inhabitants 
of  this  ifland;  Be  it  ena£led  by  his  Excellency  Francis  Lord  Willoughby  of  Par- 
ham, &G.  his  council,  and  gentlemerr  of  the  alTembly,  and  by  the  authority  of  the, 
feme,  that,  notwithftanding  the  defedls  afore-related,  all  the  now  rightful  poflelTors 
of  lands,  tenements,  and  hereditaments  within  this  illand,  according  to  the  laws- 
and  cuftoms  thereof,  may  at  all  times  repair  unto  his  Excellency  for  the  full  con>» 
firmation  of  ^heir  eftates  and  tenures,  and  then  and  there  lhall  and  may  receive  fuch 
full  confirmation  and  aflurance,  under  his  Majefty’s  great  feal  for  this  illand,  as 
they  can  reafonably  advife  or  defire,  according  to  the  true  intent  and  meaning  of 
this  A£li  And  be  it  further  enaiSled  by  the  authority  afbrefaid,  that  all-and'every 
the  payments  of  forty  pounds  of  cotton  per  head,  and-  all  other  duties,  rents,  and 
arrears  of  rent  which  have  or  might  have  been  levied,  be  from  henceforth  abfo* 
lately  and  fully  relealed  and  made  void ; and  that  the  inhabitants  of  this  ifland  hare 
and  hold  their  feveral  plantations  to  them  and  their  heirs  for  ever;  in  free  and 
common  Ibccage,  yielding  and  paying  therefore,  at  the  feaftof  St.  Michael  every 
year,  if  the  fame  be  lawfully  demanded,  one  ear  of  Indian  corn  to  his  Majefty,  his 
heirs  and  fucceflbrs,  for  ever,  in  full  and  free  dilcharge  of  all  rents  and  ferviccs  for 
the  future  whatfoever,  in.confideration-of  the  relcafe  of  the  faid  forty  pounds,  and 
in  conlideration-of  the  confirmation  of  all  ellates  in  this  illand  as  aforefeid,  and  in 
acknowledgment  of- his  Majefty’s  grace  and  favour  in  fending  to  and  appointing  over 
US  his  faid  Excellency,  of  whofe  prudence  and  moderate  government  we  have  here- 
tofore 
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fulted  in  it,  was  afterwards  thought  fo  juftly  reprehenfible,  as 
to  give  occafion  to  the  eighth  article  of  hi^  impeachment  by 

the 

fofor€  had  large  experience,  and  do  reft  moft  aflured  thereof  for  the  future.  And, 
fbrafmuch  as  nothing  conduceth  more  to  the  peace  and  profperity  of  any  place,  and 
the  prote£iion  of  every  fingle  perfon  therein,  than  that  the  publick  revenue  thereof 
may  be  in  fome  meafure  proportioned  to  the  publick  charges  and  expences ; and  alfo 
well  weighing  the  great  charges  that  there  muft  be  of  neceffity  in  maintaining  the 
honour  and  dignity  of  his  Majefty’s  authority  here ; the  publick  meeting  of  the 
feffions,  the  often  attendance  of  the  council,  the  reparation  of  the  forts,  the  huild- 
ing  a fejjtons-houfe  and  a prifon^  and  all  other  publick  charges  incumbent  on  the  go- 
vernment ; do,  in  confideration  thereof,  give  and  grant  unto  his  Majefty,  his 
heirs  and  fucccftbrs  for  ever,  and  do  moft  humbly  defire  your  Excellency  to  ac- 
cept thefe  our  grants  ; and  we  humbly  pray  your  Excellency  that  it  may  be  en- 
affed,  and  be  it  ena£ted  by  his  Excellency  Francis  Lord  Willoughby  of  Parham, 
captain -general  and  chief  governor  of  this  ifland  of  Barbadoes,  and  all  other  the 
Caribbec  Lflands,  and  by  and  with  the  confent  of  the  council  and  the  gentlemen 
of  the  aflembly,  reprefentatives  of  this  iftand,  and  by  authority  of  the  fame? 
That  an  impoft  or  cuftom  be,  from  and  after  publication  hereof,  raifed  upon 
the  native  commodities  of  this  ifland,  after  the  proportions,  and  in  manner  and 
form  as  is  hereafter  fet  down  and  appointed ; that  is  to  fay,  upon  all  dead  com- 
modities of  the  growth  or  produce  of  this  ifland,  that  (hall  be  {hipped  off  the  fame, 
{hall  be  paid  to  our  Sovereign  Lord  the  King,  his  heirs  and  fucceflbrs  for  ever, 
four  and  a half  in  fpecie  for  every  five  /core. 

And  be  it  further  enadlcd  and  declared  by  the  authority  aforefaid.  That  if  any 
goods  before- mentioned,  on  which  the  faid  cuftom  is  impofed,  and  due,  by  this 
aff,  {hall  at  any  time  hereafter  be  {hipped  or  put  into  any  boat  or  other  veflel,  to 
the  intent  to  be  carried  into  any  parts  beyond  the  feas,  the  faid  impofition  due  for 
the  fame  not  paid,  compounded  for,  or  lawfully  tendered  to  the  colledtors  or  their 
deputies,  or  not  having  agreed  with  the  commiffioners  for  that  purpofe  to  be  ap- 
pointed, or  their  deputies  for  the  fame,  according  to  the  true  intent  and  meaning 
cf  the  {aid  act,  that  then,  and  from  thenceforth,  {hall  the  faid  goods  be  forfeit,  the 
moiety  thereof  to  be  to  our  Sovereign  Lordthe  King,  and  the  other  to  him  that  {hall 
inform,  feize,  and  fue  for  the  fame  in  any  court  of  record  within  this  iiland  j which 
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the  Houfe  of  Commons  in  the  year  1667.  From  hisanEver 
to  that  article^  ! have  colleded  (chiefly  in  his  own  words)  great 
. part 


grants  are  left  to  your  Excellency’s  own  way  of  levying,  in  full  confidence  and  af-' 
furance  that  your  Excellency  will  take  foch  courfe  for  the  coliefling  and  gathering 
of  the  faid  impofl,  without  any  charge,  duty  or  fees,  as  may  be  moft  for  the  eafe 
of  the  people  of  this  ifland. 

Provided  neverthelefs,  that  neither  this  afl,  nor  any  thing  therein  contained, 
(hall  extend  or  be  conftrued  to  bar  his  Majefty,.or  his  faid  Excellency,  from  his  or 
their  right  to  any  land  granted,  or  any  incroachments  made  upon  the  fea,  fince  the 
year  one  thoufand  fix  hundred  and  fifty,  or  to  any  lands  commonly  called  or  known  by 
the  name  of  The  Ten  Thoufand  Acres ; the  merchants  land,  granted  by  the  late 
, Earl  of  Carlille,  or  his  father,  unto  Marmaduke  Rawden,  Efquire,  William  Per- 
kins, Alexander  Bannifter,  Edmund  Forfter,  Captain  Wheatley,  and  otfiers  their 
aflfociates,  on, certain  covenants  and  conditions:  Provided  alfoy  that  the  gfoiuth 
and  pfoduce  of  the  faid  lands^  mentioned  in  the  preceding  provifo^  be  not  liable  to  any , 
tax.,  impojl,  or  tujioin,  impojed  by  this  adl  j any  thing  in  the  fame  feeming  to  the  con-’ 
irary  notwitbjlanding. 

And  be  it  further  enafled  by  the  authority  aforefaid.  That  one  a£l  made  the ' 
feventeenth  day  of  January  one  thoufand  fix  hundred  and  fifty,  intituled.  An  afl 
importing  the  cuftoms  impofed  and  granted  by  the  council,  and  gentlemen  of  the 
aflembly,  to  the  Right  Honourable  Francis  Lord  Willoughby  of  Parham,  Lord  .i 
Lieutenant-General  of  the  Province  of  Carolina,  and  Governor  of  Barbadoes ; as 
alfo,  his  Lordfliip’s  confirmation  of  the  right  of  the  inhabitants  of  this  ifland  to 
their  feveral  eftates,  with  the  tenure  and  rent  thereon  created,  be,  and  is  from  > 
henceforth  repealed,  made  void,  fruftrate,  of  none  effefl,  to  all  intents,  coaftruc-*- 
tions,  and  purpofes  whatfoever. 

In  1684,  the  aflembly  of  this  ifland  propofed  to  farm  the  four  and  a half  per  cent. 
for  eleven  years,  for  the  annual  rent  oi  f.  6,000  ilerling,  to  be  paid  into  the  ex-  - 
chequer ; the  governor  and  council  concurred,  and  it  was  agreed  that  f.  7,000 
currency  per  annum  fhould  be  raifed  by  a tax  of  twenty-one  pence  per  acre,  on 
all  lands  amounting  to  ten  or  more  acres.  The  towns  and  traders  to  be  taxed 
f.  500  fterling.  An  a£l  pafled  March  19th  1684,  for  this  purpofe,  and  was  fent 
Home  5 but  the  lords  of  the  committee  for  trade  and  plantations  reported,  that  the 

CQJU-* 


WEST  INDIES. 


341 


part  of  the  account  that  I have  given ; and  there  cannot  be  a 
ftronger  demonflration  of  the  tendency  of  power  to  pervert  the 
judgment,  and  cloud  the  faculties  of  the  wifeft  and  worthieft 
of  men,  than  the  juftification  he  has  offered.  He  even  claims 
great  merit  in  not  having  advifed  the  king  to  poffefs  himfelf  of 
the  whole  ifland  of  Barbadoes,  without  any  regard  to  the 
planters  or  creditors  concerned  in  the  iffue. 

The  profecution  of  this  great  flatefman,  how^ever,  on  this 
account,  was  of  no  advantage  to  the  fuffering  planters  ; for  in 
this,  as  in  many  other  cafes,’'the  redrefs  of  a grievance,  and  the 
punifhment  of  its  author,  were  objefts  of  very  diftind;  confi- 
deration.  Thofe  who  fought  the  ruin  of  Clarendon,  had  no- 
thing lefs  in  view  than  the  removal  of  opprelhon,  from  fubjedsr 
fo  remote  as  thofe  of  Barbadoes, 

In  thus  tracing  the  origin,  progrefs,  and  termination  of  the 
Proprietary  Government  in  this  ifland,  I have  purpofely  chofen 
not  to  break  the  thread  of  my  narration,  by  recording  any  in- 
termediate events  of  a nature  foreign  to  that  fubjedt.  Soon^ 
after  the  eflablifliment  of  the  Commonwealth  in  England,  cir- 

commiflioners  of  the  cuftoms  with  whom  they  had  advifed,  were  of  opinion  that 
they  could  make  no  eftimate  of  the  duty,  until  they  had  experienced  the  produce 
thereof,  under  the  then  management,  for  one  year  at  Icaft  ; and  that  the  commif- 
fioners  appointed  for  managing  the  faid  duty  in  Barbadoes,  had  affured  them  the 
duty  would  be  worth  from  jT.  8,ooo  to  10,000  per  amium.  So  the  a£l  was 
repealed. 

This  propofal  to  farm  the  four  and  a half/^r  cent,  duty,  was  made  in  confequence 
of  Governor  Dutton’s  fignifying  to  the  council  and  aflembly,  on  his  arrival  in  1680, 
that  his  majefty  was  inclined  to  commute  the  tax,  for  a reafonable  recompence. 
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cumftanccs  however  arofe,  rcrpedllng  this  colony,  which  have 
produced  fuch  effedts  on  the  general  commerce  of  Great  Bri- 
tain, as  cannot  be  overlooked  in  an  hiftorical  and  commercial 
furvey  of  her  Weft  Indian  plantations,  and  of  which  I lhall 
now  give  forne  account. 

The  reader  has  been  fufficlently  apprized  of  the  attach- 
ment of  the  Barbadians  to  the  regal  government.  One  of  the 
firll  a6ls  paflei  by  the  aflembly,  after  the  arrival  of  the  Lord 
Willoughby  for  the  firft  time,  (1647)  was  a declaration  of 
their  allegiance  and  fidelity  to  the  unfortunate  Charles  the 
Firlf,  at  that  time  a prifoner  to  the  army ; and  on  the  death 
of  that  monarch,  the  popular  refentment  againft  his  perfecutors 
ran  fo  high  in  this  ifland,  that  the  few  planters  who  were  fuf- 
pedted  to  be  in  the  Intereft  of  the  parliament,  thought  it  necef- 
fary  to  feek  protedlion  in  England. 

To  punifia  fuch  fiubborn  defenders  of  a ruined  caufe,  the 
parliament  refolved,  in  1651,  to  fend  a powerful  armament  for 
the  redudtion  of  all  the  Englifh  colonies  in  America  and  the 
Weft  Indies ; but  particularly  Barbadoes,  at  that  time  theTnoft 
important  and  hoftile  of  them  all. 

Many,  Indeed,  were  the  motives  which  inftlgated  the  par- 
liament to  this  determination.  From  the  bcginning’of  the 
commotions  In  the  mother-country,  the  planters,  having  no 
other  means  of  conveying  the  produce  of  their  lands  to  Eu- 
rope, had  employed  in  this  neceftary  navigation,  many  of  the 
ftiips  and  feamen  of  Holland  j and  at  this  jundture  the  Englifti 
government  entertained  very  hoftile  intentions  towards  the  fub- 
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jedls  of  that  republick.  The  redudlion  of  Barbadoes  would  at 
once  punifli  the  colonifts,  and  enable  the  Englifli  parliament 
to  deprive  the  Englifh  of  fo  profitable  an  intercourfe  with 
them  j it  would  alfo  enrich  the  treafury  of  the  new  govern-^ 
ment,  by  the  confifcation  of  many  valuable  (hips  and  cargoes 
in  the  harbours  of  that  and  the  other  iflands.  The  parliament 
had  reafon  likewife,  it  was  laid,  to  apprehend,  that  Prince  Ru.^ 
pert,  with  a fquadron  of  the  king’s  (hips,  was  about  crofling 
tlie  Atlantick,  to  lecure  all  the  Englilh  American  polTeffions  for 
Charles  the  Second. 

Ayscue,  who  commanded  the  parliament’s  forces  employed 
in  this  expedition,  arrived  at  Barbadoes  on  the  1 6th  of  Odto- 
her  1651,  and  fucceeded  at  length  in  bringing  the  illand  to 
capitulate  (1)  i But  this  was  riot  effedted  without  great  difficul- 
ty ; for  he  met  with  fo  llout  a refinance,  as  determined  his 
employers  at  home  immediately  to  enforce  a fcheme  they  had 
projedled  a Ihort  time  before,  of  altering  the  whole  fyftem  of 
the  Barbadian  commerce ; by  prohibiting  by  an_  adt  of  the 
commonwealth,  all  foreign  Ihipping  from  trading  with  the 
Englilh  plantations ; and  not  permitting  any  goods  to  be  im- 
ported into  England,  or  any  of  its  dependencies,  in  any  other 

( l)  Ayfeue  agreed,  among  other  things,  that  the  government  Ihould  confift  of 
a governor,  council,  and  aflembly,  according  to  the  ancient  and  uiual  cuftom  of 
the  ifland.  The  aflembly  to  be  chofen  by  a free  and  voluntary  eledfion  of  the 
freeholders  of  the  ifland  in  the  feveral,  parilhes..  That  no  taxes,,  cuftoms,  im- 
ports, loans,  or  excife,  fliould  be  laid,  nor  levy  made  on  any  of  the  inhabitants  of 
this  ifland,  without  their  confent  in  a general  aflfembly  ; and  that  all  laws  that  had 
been  made  by  general  aflemblies,  not  repugnant  to  the  laws  of  England,  Ihould: 
be  gcodv 
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than  Englifli  bottoms ; or  in  fliips  of  that  European  nation  of 
which  the  merchandize  Imported  was  the  genuine  growth  and 
manufacture.  And  thus  arofe  the  famous  navigation  a<!l  of  this 
kingdom ; for,  immediately  after  the  reiloration,  its  provifions 
were  adopted  by  Charles  the  Second,  with  this  addition,  that 
the  matter  and  three-fourths  of  the  mariners,  fliould  alfo  be 
Englifh  fubjeCts. 

Whatever  advantages  the  general  commerce  and  navi- 
gation of  England  may  have  derived  from  this  celebrated  law, 
it  muft  be  allowed  that  its  original  framers  were  aCtuated  by 
no  better  motives  (as  a great  ( ?n ) writer  hath  obferved)  than 
thofe  of  punifhing  the  planters,  and  clipping  the  wings  of  the 
Dutch.  The  inhabitants  of  Barbadoes,  juftly  confiderlng  the 
law  as  a chaftifement  inflicted  on  them  by  the  Commonwealth 
for  their  loyalty  to  Charles  the  Second,  were  filled  with  amaze- 
ment and  indignation,  on  finding  its  provifions  adopted  and 
confirmed  on  the  reflroratlon  of  that  monarch.  By  the  regula- 
tions of  this  aCt,  and  the  eflablilhment  of  the  internal  duty  on 
their  produce,  of  which  I have  fo  largely  fpoken,  they  thought 
themfelves  treated  with  a rigour  which  bordered  on  ingratitude, 
and  they  predicted  the  decline  of  their  population,  agriculture 
and  wealth,  from  the  effects  of  thofe  meafures.  Flow  far  their 
predictions  have  been  accomplifhed,  a comparative  ftate  of  the 
ifland  at  different  periods  will  demonftrate ; with  which,  and  a 
iewmifcellaneousobfervatlons,  I fliall  difmifs  my  prefent  account. 


Barbadoes  Is  fituated  In  13°  10'  N.  lat.  and  in  longitude 
59“  W.  from  London.  It  is  about  twenty-one  miles  in  length. 


(m)  Blackftone. 
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and  fourteen  in  breadth,  and  contains  106,470  acres  of  land, 
moil;  of  which  is  under  cultivation.  The  foil  in  the  low  lands 
is  black,  fomewhat  reddiOi  in  the  (hallow  parts ; on  the  hills 
of  a chalky  marl,  and  near  tlie  fea  generally  fandy.  Of 
this  variety  of  foil,  the  black  mould  is  beft  fulted  for  the 
cultivation  of  the  cane,  and,  with  the  aid  of  manure, 
has  given  as  great  returns  of  fugar,  in  favourable  feafons, 
as  any  in  the  Weft  Indies,  the  prime  lands  of  St.  Kitt’s 
excepted. 

That  the  foil  of  this  ifland  is,  to  a great  degree,  naturally 
fertile,  we  muft  necelTarily  admit,  if  we  give  credit  to  the  ac- 
counts which  are  tranfmkted  down  to  us,  of  its  ancient  popu- 
latbn  and  opulence.  We  are  alTured  that,  about  the  year 
1 670,  Barbadoes  could  boaft  of  fifty  thoufand  white,  and  up- 
wards of  one  hundred  thoufand  black  inhabitants,  whofe  la- 
bours, it  is  faid,  gave  employment  to  fixty  thoufand  tons  of 
{hipping  f' n J , I fufpedt  that  this  account  is  much  exagge- 
rated. 

(n)  The  earllefl:  planters  of  Barbadoes  were  fometlmes  reproached  with  the 
guilt  of  forcing  or  deeoying  into  (lavery  the  Indians  of  the  neighbouring  con- 
tinent. The  Hiftory  of  Inkle  and  Taricoy  which  the  Speiftator  has  recorded  for 
fhe  deteftation  of  mankind,  took  its  rife  in  this  Ifland;  but  happily  this  fpecies 
of  flavery  has  been  long  fince  aboli(hed  ; and  perhaps  fuch  of  my  readers  as  have 
fympathized  with  the  unfortunate  Yarico,  may  not  be  forry  to  hear  that  (he  bore 
her  misfortunes  with  greater  philofophy  than  they  have  hitherto  fancied.  The 
ftory  was  firft  related  by  Ligorty  who  (after  prailing  poor  Yarico’s  excellent 
complexion,  which,  he  fays,  was  “ a bright  bay  and  her  fmall  breafts  “ with 
“ nipples  of  porphyrie”)  obferves,  that  “ (he  chanc’t  afterwards  to  be  with 
**  child  by  a Chriftian  fervant,  and  being  very  great,  walked  down  to  a woode, 
“ in  which  was  a pond  of  water,  and  there,  by  the  fide  of  the  pond,  brought 
**  herfelfe  a-bed,  in  three  hours  CADie  home  with  die  child  in  her  arms,  a 
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BOOK  rated.  It  cannot  however  be  doubted,  that  the  inhabitants  of 
Ri*  this  ifland  have  decreafed  with  a rapidity  feldom  known  in  any 
other  country.  I have  now  before  me  authentick  returns  of  the 
number  of  its  whites  in  1724,  and  of  its  negroes  in  1753  : the 
former  conlifted  of  no  more  than  eighteen  thoufand  two  hun- 
dred and  ninety-five,  the  latter  of  fixty-nine  thoufand  eight 
hundred  and  feventy.  In  1786  the  numbers  were  fixteen 
thoufand  one  hundred  and  fixty-feven  whites,  eight  hundred 
and  thirty-eight  free  people  of  colour,  and  fixty-two  thoufand 
one  hundred  and  fifteen  negroes. 


It  appears  too  that  the  annual  produce  of  this  ifland  (par- 
ticularly fugar)  has  decreafed  in  a much  greater  proportion 
than  in  any  other  of  the  Weft  Indian  colonies.  Poftlethwayte 
ftates  the  crop  of  fugar,  in  1736,  at  22,769  hogftieads  of  13 
cwt.  which  is  equal  to  19,800  of  15  cwt.,  j and  the  author  of 
the  European  Settlements y publifhed  in  1761,  calculates  the 
average  crop  at  25,000  hogiheads.  As  the  author  firft  quoted, 
gives  a precife  number,  it  is  probable  his  ftatement  was  ground- 
ed on  good  authority.  If  fo,  the  ifland  has  fallen  off  nearly 
one-half  in  the  annual  growth  of  its  principal  ftaple.  On  an 
average  of  eight  years  (from  1740  to  1748)  the  exports  were 
13,948  hogflieads  of  fugar,  of  15  cwt.  12,884  puncheons 


“ lufty  boy,  frolicke  and  lively.”  The  crime  of  Inkle  the  merchant,, however, 
admits  of  no  palliation  j but  it  is  ridiculous  enough  to  hear  Abbe  Raynal 
(willing  to  improve  upon  Addifon)  afpribc  to  it  an  intended  revolt  of  all  the 
Negroes  in  Barbadoes,  who,  as  he  aficrts,  moved  by  indignation  at  Inkle’s 
inonftrous  cruelty,  vowed  with  one  accord  the  deftru£tion  of  all  the t Whites; 
but  their  plot  was  difcovered  the  night,  before  it  was  to  have  been  carried  into 
efFedf.  The  Hijioire  Philofophique  has  a thoufand  beauties ; but  it  grieves  me  to 
fay,  that,  in  point  of  hiftorical  accuracy,  it  is  nearly  on  a level  witli  the  Hillory  of. 
Eobinjon  Crufoe,^ 
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of  rum  of  100  gallons,  6o  hogflieads  of  melaffes,  4,667  bags 
of  ginger,  600  bags  of  cotton,  and  327  gourds  of  aloes. 
The  exports,  on  an  average  of  1784,  1785  and  1786,  had  fallen 
to  9,554  hogflieads  of  fugar,  5,448  puncheons  of  rum,  6,320 
bags,  of  ginger,  8,331  bags  of  cotton;  exclufive  of  fome  fmaller 
articles,  as  aloes,  fweetmeats,  &c.  of  which  the  quantities  are 
not'afcertained. 

That  the  dreadful  fucceflion  of  hurricanes,  with  which  it 
has  pleafed  the  Almighty  to  vifit  this,  and  the  other  Weft 
Indian  iflands,  within  the  lafl;  twelve  years,  has  contributed  to 
this  great  defalcation,  cannot  be  doubted.  The  capital  of  this 
• ifland  was  fcarce  rifen  from  the  aflies  to  which  it  had  been  re- 
duced by  two  dreadful  fires,  when  it  was  torn  from  its  foun- 
dations, and  the  whole  country  made  a fcene  of  defolation, 
by  the  florm  of  the  loth  of  06lober  1780,  in  which  no  lefs 
than  four  thoufand  three  hundred  and  twenty-fix  of  the  inha- 
bitants (blacks  and  whites)  miferably  periflied ; and  the  da- 
mage to  the  country  was  computed  at  1,3 20, 5 64.  15  a fler- 

ling. 

It  might  have  been  prefumed,  however,  from  the  favour- 
able feafons  which  have  been  experienced  for  the  lafl;  three  or 
four'  years,  that  the  profpedl  was  at  length  beginning  to 
brighten ; but  although,  fince  the  failure  of  their  fugar  plan- 
tations, the  inhabitants  have-  found  fome  refource  in  the  culti- 
vation of  cotton,  it  does  not  feem  probable,  that  any  encou- 
ragement'is  capable  of  ever  reftoring  This  ifland  to  its  anci.ent 
fplendor  and  opulence;  unlefs  it  be  relieved  from  , the  heavy, 
impofition  of  4 1 per  cent,  on  their  exported  produce,  01  tlie 
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origin  of  which  I have  fo  largely  treated.  It  is  to  be  hoped, 
that  an  enlightened  minifter  will  one  day  arife,  who  will  have 
the  courage  and  virtue  to  fignify  to  the  fovereign,  that  it  is  nei- 
ther becoming  the  dignity,  nor  confident  with  the  character  of 
the  common  father  of  all  his  fubjedls,  to  infift  on  a tribute 
from  a part  of  them,  which,  though  nominally  granted  by 
themfelves,  was  afluredly  obtained  by  fraud  and  oppreffion, 
and  of  which  the  continuance  is  a check  to  honed  indudry, 
and  perhaps  the  Immediate  caufe  of  the  decline  of  this  beauti- 
ful and  once  valuable  colony. 

Barbadoes  is  divided  into  five  didridts,  and  eleven  pa- 
nfhes } and  contains  four  towns,  Bridgetown,  Odins  or  Charles 
Town,  St.  James’s  (formerly  called  The  Hole)  and  Speight’s 
Town.  Bridgetown,  the  capital,  before  it  was  dedroyed  by 
the  fires  of  1766,  confided  of  about  fifteen  hundred  houfes, 
t which  were  modly  built  of  brick  ; and  it  is  dill  the  feat  of  go- 
vernment, and  may  be  called  the  chief  refidence  of  the  gover- 
nor, who  is  provided  with  a country  villa  called  Pilgrims,  fitu- 
ated  within  a mile  of  it : his  falary  was  raifed  by  Queen  Anne 
from  twelve  hundred  to  two  thoufand  pounds  /^er  annumy  the 
whole  of  which  is  paid  out  of  the  exchequer/  and  charged  to 
the  account  of  the  four  and  a half  per  cent.  duty.  The  form 
of  the  government  of  this  idand  fo  very  nearly  refembles  that 
of  Jamaica,  which  has  already  been  deferibed,  that  it  is  unne- 
celTary  to  enter  into  detail,  except  to  obferve  that  the  council 
is  compofed  of  twelve  members,  and  the  afiembly  of  twenty- 
two.  The  mod  important  variation  refpedts  the  court  of 
chancery,  which  in  Barbadoes  is  condituted  of  the  governor 
X'  and 
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and  council^  whereas  in  Jamaica  the  governor  is  foie  chancellor. 
On  the  other  hand,  in  Barbadoes,  the  governor  fits  in  coimcil, 
even  when  the  latter  are  acting  in  a legiflative  capacity.  This, 
in  Jamaica,  would  be  confidered  improper  and  unconflitutional. 
It  may  alfo  be  obferved,  that  the  courts  of  grand  fefiions,  com- 
mon pleas  and  exchequer,  in  Barbadoes,  are  diflinft  from  each 
other,  and  not,  as  in  Jamaica,  united  and  blended  in  one  fu- 
pren\e  court  of  judicature. 

I SHALL  clofe  my  account  of  Barbadoes  with  the  following , 
authentick  document ; 


CHAP. 

I. 


An 


An  A C C O U N T af;  lie  Number  of  VefTels,  their  Tonnage,  and  Number  of  Men  (Including  their  repeated  Voyages)  that  cleared  Outwards  from  tlie 
Jfland  of  B A R B ADOES  toall  Parts  of  the  World,  between  the  5 th  of  January  1787  and  the  5 th  of  January  1788  ; witl^  the  Species,  QnanU- 
ties,  and  Value  of  their  Cargoes,  according  to  the  aftual  Prices  in  London,  as  made  out  by  tlie  Infpefior- General  of  Great  Britain. 
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(t^  The  Taxes  thus  levied  on  the  Publick  confift  of  a Capitation  Tax  on  Negroes.— A Tax  on  Sugar  Mills,  Dwelling 
Houles,  and  Carriages,  together  with  an  Excife,  &c.  on  Wines  imported.  Befides  all  which  there  is  a Parochial  Tax  on 
Land  amounting  on  Average  throughout  the  Ifland  to  about  Two  Shillings  /?er  Acre,  and  an  Airefiincnt  in  Labour  for 
the  Repair  of  the  Highways.  The  Whole  it  altogether  czcluiivc  of  the  heavy  Duty  of  4 1 ptr  Cttti.  to  the  Crown. 
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CHAP.  II. 

Grenada  and  its  Dependencies. 

Virfi  dtfcQveryy  ndrns  and  inhabitants. — French  invafion  and  ejia-  CHAP. 
blijhment  in  1 6 ^o.^^War  withy  and  extermination  of  the  natives.  H. 

— The  if  and  and  its  dependencies  conveyed  to  the  Count  de  Cer  il- 
iac.— MifconduSi  and  punt  foment  of  the  deputy -governor. — Fhe 
colony  reverts  to  the  crown  of  France. — State  of  the  fand 
in  1700. — And  again  in  1762,  when  captured  by  the  Fnglifo-^- 
Stipulations  in  favour  of  the  French  inhabitants. — Firft  mea^ 
fures  of  the  Britifo  government. — Claim  of  the  crown  to  levy  a 
duty  of  fk  por  cent,  on  produce  exported. — Arguments  for  and 
objections  againf  the  meafure. — Dccifon  of  the  court  of  King's 
Bench  on  this  important  quefiion. — Strictures  on  fome  poftions 
advanced  by  the  lor d- chief -juf  ice  on  this  occafon. — FranfaClions 
within  the  colony. — Royal  inf  ruCi  ions  in  favour  of  the  Roman 
Catholick  capitulants.^Inter7ial  difentions. — Defencelefs  fate. 

^French  invafion  in  1779. — Brave  defence  of  the  gar- 
rifon. — Unconditional  furrender. — Hardf:ips  exercifed  towards 
the  Fnglifo  planters  and  their  creditors. — Redrefs  given  by  the 
court  of  France. — Grenada y &c.  refored  to  Great  Britain 
by  the  peace  of  1783. — Frefent  fate  of  the  colofiy  in  refpeCl  to 
' cultivation f produCiions  and  exp07~ts ; governme^it  and  popida-^- 
tion, 

Grenada  was  difcovered'by,  and  received  its  name 
from,  Chriftopher  Columbus  in  his  third  voyage;  in  the  * 
year  1498.  He  found  it  poiTefTedby  a numerous  and  warlike 

people, , 
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.BOOK  people,  amongft  whom  it  does  not  appear  that  the  Spaniards 
l^h  ev^r  attempted  to  force  a fettlement.  They  had  a nobler  prize 
^ to  contend  for  on  the  continent,  and  a century  elapfed  before 
the  other  nations  of  Europe  confidered  the  regions  of  the  new 
world  as  countries,  wherein  all  men  might  feize  on  what 
fuited  their  convenience,  without  any  regard  to  the  proper  in- 
habitants. Thus  the  Charaibes  of  Grenada  happily  remained 
in  peaceful  obfeurity  until  the  year  1650,  when  the  avarice  and 
ambition  of  a reftlefs  individual  devoted  them  to  deftrudllon. 

This  perfon  was  Du  Parquet,  the  French  governor  of  Mar- 
tinico,  nephew  and  heir  of  Defnambuc,  of  whom  memorable 
mention  is  made  in  the  annals  of  St.  Chriftopher.  Not- 
withftanding  that  the  French  eftablilliment  in  Martinico  was 
itfelf  of  recent  date,  and  .that  a great  part  of  that  ifland  ftiH 
remained  uncultivated  j and  although  another  eftablifhment 
was,  at  the  fame  time,  begun  by  the  fame  nation,  in  the  large 
and  fertile  ifland  of  Guadaloupe,  yet  fuch  was  the  rapacioufnefs 
of  this  people,  that  upwards  of  two  hundred  hardy  ruffians 
were  eafily  collected  by  Du  Parquet’s  encouragement  for  an 
attempt  on  Grenada ; and  it  is  apparent,  from  the  nature  and 
magnitude  of  the  preparations,  that  it  was  conflde'red  as  aQ 
enterprize  of  difficulty  and  danger. 

The  hiftory  of  this  expedition,  which  took  place  in  June 
1650,  is  related  at  large  by  Father  du  Tertre,  whofe  account 
exhibits  fuch  a monilrous  mixture  of  fanaticifm  and  knavery 
in  the  conduct  of  its  leaders,  as  cannot  be  contemplated  without 

indignation 
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indip-nation  and  horror.  Although  it  is  evident  that  the  CHAP/ 
French  had  not  the  fmalleft  juftifiable  pretence  for  this  inva-  ii. 
fion,  yet  we  find  the  commanders  adminiftering  the  holy  fa- 
crament,  in  the  moft  folemn  manner,  to  all  the  foldiers  on. 
their  embarkation  ; and  again,  on  their  landing,  Du  Parquet, 
caufing  a crofs  to  be  eredted,  compelled  them  to  kneel  down 
before  it,  and  join  in  devout  prayer  to  Almighty  God,  for 
fuccefs  to  their  enterprize. 

This  commander  feems  however  to  have  had  a few  fcruples 
of  confcience  concerning  the  juftice  of  his  proceedings ; for, 
having  been  received  and  entertained  with  the  utmoft  kindnefs 
and  cordiality  by  the  natives  (contrary  to  his  expedlation,  and 
perhaps  to  his  willies)  he  thought  it  neceffary  to  affedl  fome 
little  regard  to  moderation,  by  pretending  to  open  a treaty  with 
the  chief  of  the  Charaibesfor  the  purchafe  of  the  country.  He 
gave  the  natives  (obferves  Du  Tertre)  fome  knives  and  hatchets y 
and  a large  quantity  of glafs  beads  y befides  two  bottles  of  brandy for 
the  chief  himfelf 'y  and  thus  (continues  he)  was  the  ifland  fairly 
ceded  to  the  French  nation  by  the  natives  themfelves  in  lawful 
purchafe  ! After  this  notable  tranfaition,  it  is  not  wonderful 
that  the  French  Ihould  confider  the  refufal  of  the  poor  favages 
to  confirm  the  agreement,  as  contumacy  and  rebellion. 

Du  Parquet,  having  thus  eflablifhed  a colony  in  Grenada, 
and  built  a fort  for  its  protection,  left  the  government  of  the 
ifland  lo  a kinfman,  named  Le  Compte,  a man,  according  to 
Du  Tertre,  who  pofTeffed  very  lingular  talents  for  government ; 

VoL.  I.  Z z and 


354 


HISTORY  OF  THE 


and  was  remarkable  for  clemency  and  humanity.  We  find  this 
gentleman  however,  eight  months  afterwards,  engaged  in  a 
mofi;  bloody  war  with  the  Charaibes ; in  the  profecution  of 
which  he  authorized  fuch  a61;s  of  cruelty  as  furnifh  a portrait  of 
him  very  dilferent  from  that  which  the  hiftorian  has  exhibited. 
On  receiving  news  of  the  revolt  of  the  natives,  Du  Parquet  fent 
a reinforcement  of  three  hundred  men  from  Martinico,  with 
orders  to  extirpate  the  natives  altogether ; but  Le  Compte 
feems  not  to  have  wanted  any  incitement  to  adls  of  barbarity 
for  Du  Tertre  admits  that  he  had  already  proceeded  to  murder,, 
without  mercy,  every  Charaibe  that  fell  into  his  hands  ; noS 
Iparing  even  the  women  and  children.. 


Of  the  manner  in  which  this  humane  and  accomplilhed 
commander,  and  his  civilized  followers,  conducted  hoftilities 
againft  thefe  miferable  people,  we  may  form  an  idea,  from  a 
circumftance  that  occurred  in  one  of  their  expeditions,  of 
which  the  reverend  hiftorian  concludes  his  narrative  as  fol- 
lows : “ Forty  of  the  Charaibes  were  maifacred  on  the  fpot.. 
About  forty  others,  who  had  efcaped  the  fword,  ran  towards  a 
precipice,  from  whence  they  call  themfelves  headlong  into  the 
fea,  and  miferably  perifhed..  A beautiful  young  girl  of  twelve 
or  thirteen  years  of  age,  who  was  taken  alive,  became  the  objedf 
of  difpute  between  two  of  our  officers,  each  of  them  claiming 
her  as  his  lawful  prize ; a third  coming  up,  put  an  end  to  the 
conteft,  by  ffiooting  the  girl  through  the  head.  The  place 
from  which  thefe  brabarians  threw  themfelves  into  the  fea,  has 
been  called  ever  fince  le  Morne  des  Sauteurs  faj,.  Our  -people 


(a)  Leapers  HiU. 
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(having  loft  but  one  man  in  the  expedition)  proceeded  in  the 
next  place  to  fet  fire  to  the  cottages,  and  root  up  the  provifions 
of  the  favages,  and,  having  deftroyed,  or  taken  away,  every 
thing  belonging  to  them,  returned  in  high  fpiritsd’  fbien 
joyeux J. 

By  a feries  of  fuch  enormities,  the  whole  race  of  Charaibes 
that  poffefled  Grenada' in  1650,  was  fpeedily  exterminated,  and 
the  French,  having  in  this  manner  butchered  all  the  natives, 
proceeded,  in  the  next  place,  to  maflacre  each  other. 

The  particulars  of  this  civil  conteft  may,  without  injury  to 
my  readers,  be  omitted.  I fhall  therefore  only  obferve,  that  the 
fupreme  authority  of  Du  Parquet  and  his  lieutenant,  was  at 
length  eftablifhed  in  Grenada  i but  the  expence  which  had 
attended  the  plantation  from  its  outfet,  and  the  maintenance  of 
the  force  which  Du  Parquet  had  been  compelled  to  furnifh  in 
fupport  of  his  authority,  had  fo  greatly  injured  his  fortune,  as 
to  induce  him  to  look  out  for  a purchafer  of  all  his  rights  and 
pofleftions  in  this  ifland  and  its  dependencies.  In  1656  fuch  a 
purchafer  offered  in  the  Count  de  Cerillac,  to  whopi  the  whole 
was  conveyed  for  30,000  crowns. 

The  condudl  of  Cerillac  towards  the  inhabitants  of  his  newly 
acquired  dominion  was  highly  injudicious  and  oppreflive.  He 
appointed  a governor  of  fo  arrogant  and  rapacious  a difpofi- 
tion,  and  fupported  him  in  his  extortions  with  fuch  obftinacy, 
as  to  compel  the  moft  refpeitable  of  the  fettlers  to  quit  the 
country  and  feek  for  fafety  under  a milder  government.  At 
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length  the  people  that  remained  took  the  adminiftration  of 
juftice  into  their  own  hands ^ by  feizing  on  the  perfon  of  the 
governor,  and  bringing  him  to  a public  trial.  The  criminal 
was  condemned  to  be  hanged  j but  he  pleaded  noble  birth, 
and  demanded  the  honour  of  decollation.  His  requeft  would 
have  been  granted,  but  unluckily  an  expert  executioner  in  the 
bufinefs  of  beheading  could  not  readily  be  found;  the  judges 
therefore  compounded  the  matter  with  his  excellency,  by 
confenting  that  he  fliould  be  (hot,  and  he  fuffered  in  that  mode 
with  great  compofure. 


Some  years  after  this,  Monfieur  de  Cerillac,  the  proprietor, 
receiving,  as  it  may  be  fuppofed,  but  little  profit  from  his 
capital,  conveyed  all  his  rights  and  interefi:  in  Grenada,  5tc.  to 
the  French  Weft-Indian  company;  whofe  charter  being  abo- 
lilhed  in  1 674,  the  ifland  from  thenceforward  became  vefled  in 
the  crown  of  France, 


Under  the  various  revolutions  and  calamities  which  had 
thus  attended  this  unfortunate  plantation,  it  may  well  be  ima- 
gined that  cultivation  had  made  but  little  progrefs  in  it ; but 
although  order  and  fubmiflion  were  at  length  introduced  by 
the  eftablifhment  of  the  royal  authority,  various  caufes  con- 
curred to  keep  the  colony  in  a ftate  of  poverty  and  deprefiion 
for  many  years  afterwards.  Even  fo  late  as  1700,  if  Raynal 
has  been  rightly  informed,  the  ifland  contained  no  more  than 
251  whites  and  525  blacks ; who  were  employed  on  3 planta- 
tions of  fugar,  and  52  of  indigo. 


§ 
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After  the  peace  of  Utrecht,  the  government  of  France  CHAP, 
began  to  turn  its  attention  towards  her  Weft  Indian  poffef- 
fions.  Grenada  however,  for  many  years,  partook  lefs  of  its 
care  than  the  reft,  it  had  no  conftant  correfpondence  with 
the  mother  country:  fome  oppreftive  regulations  of  the  farmers- 
general  ruined  the  cultivation  of  one  of  its  ftaples,  tobacco:  and 
the  planters  had  not  the  means  of  obtaining  a fupply  of  ne- 
groes from  Africa,  fufficient  for  the  purpofe  of  cultivating 
fugar  to  any  extent.  Thefe  inconveniencies  led  them  into  a 
fmuggling  intercourft  with  the  Dutch  : a refource  which  at 
length  changed  their  circumftances  for  the  better ; encreafed 
their  numbers  and  occaftoned  a great  part  of  the  country  to  be 
fettled,  infomuch  that  when,  in  the  year  1762,  the  fortune  of 
war  made  the  Englilh  mafters  of  tliis  and  die  reft  of  the  French 
Charaibean  Iflands,  Grenada  and  the  Grenadines  are  faid  to  have 
yielded  annually,  in  clayed  and  mufeovado  fugar,  a quantity 
equal  to  about  11,000  hogftieads  of  mufeovado  of  15  cwt.. 
each,  and  about  27,000  lbs.  of  indigo. 

Grenada  furrendered  on  capitulation  in  February  1762,. 
and,  with  its  dependencies,  was  finally  ceded  to  Great  Britain 
by  the  definitive  treaty  of  peace  at  Paris  on  the  loth  of  Fe- 
bruary 1763;  St.  Lucea  being  reftored  at  the  fame  time  to 
France.  The  chief  ftipulations  in  favour  of  the  inhabitants,  as 
well  by  the  treaty,  as  by  the  articles  of  capitulation,  were 
thefe;  I ft.  That,  as  they  would  become  by  their  furrender,. 
fubjefts  of  Great  Britain,  they  Ihould  enjoy  their  properties  and 
privileges,  and  pay  taxes,  in  like  manner  as  the  reji  of  his 
Majefys  fubje^ls^f  the  other  British  Leeward  ifands.  adly.  With. 
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refpeiSt  to  religion,  they  were  put  on  the  fame  footing  as  the 
inhabitants  of  Canada,  viz.  liberty  was  given  them  to  exercife  it 
according  to  the  rites  of  the  Romifh  church,  as  far  as  the  laws 
of  Great  Britain  permitted.  3dly,  Such  of  the  inhabitants  of 
Grenada  as  chofe  to  quit  the  ifland,  fhould  have  liberty  fo  to 
do,  and  eighteen  months  fliould  be  allowed  them  to  difpofe  of 
their  effects. 

The  ifland  and  its  dependencies  being  thus  become  a 
Britifh  colony,  one  of  the  firfl:  meafures  of  government  was  to 
ilTue  a proclamation  under  the  great  feal,  bearing  date  the  yth 
of  OiSober  1763,  wherein,  amongfl;  other  things,  it  is  declared 
that  all  perfons  inhabiting  in,  or  reforting  to,  the  ifland  of 
“ Grenada,  might  confide  in  the  royal  protection  for  the  en- 
“ joyment  of  the  benefit  of  the  laws  of  England,  with  the  right 
“ of  appeal  to  the  king  in  council,  as  fully  as  the  inhabitants  of 
the  other  Britifh  Colonies  in  America  under  the  king’s  im- 
**  mediate  government.” — It  alfo  fets  forth,  “ that  the  king,  by 
“ letters  patent  under  the  great  feal,  had  given  exprefs  power 
“ and  direction  to  the  governor,  as  foon  as  the  ftate  and  cir- 
**  cumftances  of  the  colony  would  admit  thereof,  with  the 
**  advice  and  confent  of  the  council,  and  the  reprefentatives  of 
“ the  people,  to  make,  conflitute,  and  ordain  laws,  flatutes, 
“ and  ordinances  for  the  good  government  thereof,  as  near  as 
“ may  be  agreeably  to  the  laws  of  England,  and  under  fuch  re- 
“ gulations  and  reftriClions  as  are  ufed  in  the  other  Britifli 
**  colonies,” 
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This  proclamation  was  followed  by  another,  dated  the  26th 
of  March  1764,  inviting  purchafers  upon  certain  terms  and 
conditions. . 

The  governor  thus  faid  to  have  been  appointed,  was  gene- 
ral Melville,  whofe  commiffion  however  did  not  bear  date 
until  the  9th  of  April  1764,  and  the  alfembly  which  he  was 
directed  to  fummon,  met  for  the  firft  time  in  1765;  previous 
to  which,  the  Britifh  inhabitants  were  irrefiftibly  called  to  the 
difcuflion  of  a great  conflitutional’ queftion ; of  which  it  is 
proper. I fhould.now  give  fome  account. . 

The  queftion  arofe  from  the  information,  that  the  crown, 
conceiving  itfelf  entitled  by  the  terms  of  the  capitulation  to 
the  duty  of  4!  per  cent,  upon  all  produce  exported  from  the 
newly  ceded  iflands,  as  paid  at  Barbadoes,  &c.  had  iflued 
letters  patent,  bearing  date  the  20th  July  1764,  ordering  and 
directing,  by  virtue  of  the  prerogative  royal,  that  from  and 
after  the  29th  of  September,  then  next  enfuing,  fuch  duty  or 
import  in  fpecie,  fliould  be  levied  in  Grenada;  in  lieu  of  all 

cuftoms  and  duties  formerly  paid  to  the  French  king. 

% 

We  have  fecn,  in  the  hiflory  of  Barbadoes,  in  what  man- 
ner the  inhabitants  of  that  ifland  became  fubjedt  to  the  duty 
in  queftion.j  .and  to  what  purpofes  the  money  was  exprefsly 
ftipulated  to  be  applied;  but,  unjuftifiable  as  were  the  means 
by  which  that  impolition  was  originally  eftablifhed  in  Barbadoes, 
the  grant  was,  apparently,  the  grant  of  the  people  theriifelves, 
by  their  reprefentatives  in  their  legiflative  capacity.  Even 
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BOOK  Charles  the  lid,  in  v^hofe  reign  the  grant  palled,  though  a ra- 
lil*  pacious  and  unprincipled  monarch,  did  not  openly  claim  the 
right  of  laying  taxes  by  his  own  authority  in  a colony  which 
had  an  aiTembly  of  its  own,  competent  to  that  purpofe.  The 
king  was  ready  enough  to  overawe,  or  to  corrupt  the  members 
which  compoled  that  affembly ; but  he  left  them  the  form  and 
femblance  at  leall,  of  a free  government. 

In  defence  of  the  prefent  meafure,  it  was  urged  that  Grenada 
being  a conquered  country,  the  king  was  invefled  with  the 
power  of  putting  the  inhabitants  under  what  form  of  govern- 
ment he  thought  bell  j that  he  might  have  granted  them  what 
terms  of  capitulation,  and  have  concluded  what  articles  of  peace 
with  them  he  faw  fit } and  further,  that  the  afiurance  to  the  in- 
habitants of  Grenada,  in  the  articles  of  capitulation,  that  they 
fhould  enjoy  their  properties  and  privileges  in  like  manner  as 
the  other  his  Majefty’s  fubjedls  in  the  Britifh  Leeward  Iflands, 
neceflarily  implied  that  they  were  bound  to  fubmit  to  the  fame 
confequences  of  their  being  fubjedts  as  were  fubmitted  to  by  the 
inhabitants  of  thofe  iflands  ; one  of  which  was  the  payment  of 
the  duty  in  queflion.  It  was  faid  therefore  that  the  demand  of 
this  duty  was  mofl;  reafonable,  equitable  and  political ; for  that 
it  was  only  putting  Grenada,  as  to  duties,  on  the  fame  footing 
with  all  the  Britifli  Leeward  Iflands.  If  Grenada  paid  more,  it 
would  be  detrimental  to  her,  if  lefs,  it  would  be  detrimental  to 
the  other  Leeward  Iflands. 

On  the  other  fide,  it  was  contended,  that  the  letters  patent 
were  void  on  two  points,  the  firfl;  was  that  although  they 
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had  been  granted  before  the  proclamation  of  the  7th  of  Oftober 
1763,  yet  the  king  could  not  exercife  fuch  a legiflative  power 
over  a conquered  country.”~The  fecond  point  was,  “ that 
although  the  king  had  fufficient  power  and  authority,  before 
the  7th  of  0<5tober  1763,  to  do  fuch  a legiflative  adt,  he  had 
diverted  himfelf  of  fuch  authority  previous  to  the  letters  patent 
of  the  20th  of  July  1764,” 

The  crown  however  perrtrting  in  its  claim,  and  the  inhabi- 
tants in  oppofing  it,  ifliie  was  joined  on  the  arguments  that  I have 
rtated,  and  the  quertion  was  at  length  referred  to  a folemn  ad- 
judication before  the  judges  of  the  Court  of  King’s  Bench  in 
England  (b). 

The  cafe  was  elaborately  argued  in  Wertminrter-hall,  four 
feveral  times ; and  in  Michaelmas  term  I774»  Lord  chief  jurticc 
Mansfield  pronounced  judgment,  againjl  the  crown.  The  con- 
fequence  was,  that  the  duty  in  quertion  was  aboliflied,  not  only 
in  Grenada,  but  alfo  in  the  ceded  iflands  of  Dominica,  St.  Vin- 
cent, and  Tobago. 

It  may  be  reafonably  fuppofed  that  the  inhabitants  of  all 
thefe  iflands  had  fufficient  caufe  for  exultation  at  a verdidl  fo 
favourable  to  their  intererts  j but  the  circumrtances  on  which 
the  decifion  was  founded,  and  the  dodtrines  which  were  pro- 
mulgated along  with  it,  became  the  fubjedt  of  much  animad- 
verfion  j and  indeed  (if  I may  obtrude  my  own  opinion  in  fuch 

{h)  The  cafe  is  related  at  large  in  Cowper’s  Reports. 
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a cafe)  they  appear  to  me  to  be  of  a dangerous  and  unconfll- 
tutional  tendency. 

The  noble  and  venerable  judge  who  pronounced  the 
opinion  of  the  Court,  refted  the  determination  folely  on  the  cir- 
cumftance,  that  the  proclamations  of  Odtober  1763,  and  March 
1764,  were  of  prior  date  to  the  letters  patent;  obferving,  that 
the  king  had  precluded  himfelf  from  the  exercife  of  legiflative 
authority  over  Grenada,  before  the  letters  patent  were  ilfued. 
“ Through  inattention,  he  faid,  of  the  king’s  fervants,  in  invert- 
ing the  order  in  which  the  inftruments  Ihould  have  palfed,  the 
laft  adl  was  contradidtory  to,  and  a violation  of  the  firft,  and 
on  that  account  null  and  void.”  But,  although  the  noble  lord 
confined  the  mere  legal  queftion  to  a narrow  compafs,  he 
judged  it  neceflary,  at  the  fame  time,  to  enter  on  a wide  and 
extenfive  field  of  difcufiion  in  fupport  of  the  regal  authority  over 
conquered  countries ; maintaining  “ that  it  is  left  to  the  king  to 
grant  or  refufe  a capitulation  ; — if  he  refufes,  and  puts  the  in- 
habitants to  the  fwordy  or  othernvife  exterminates  them^  all  the 
lands  belong  to  himfelf.  If  he  receives  the  inhabitants  under 
his  protedlion,  and  grants  them  their  property,  he  has  a power 
to  fix  fuch  terms  and  conditions  as  he  thinks  proper.  He  may 
(faid  the  noble  judge)  yield  up  the  conqueft,  or  retain  it,  on 
•what  terms  he  pleafesy  and  change  part,  or  the  whole,  of  the 
law,  or  political  form  of  its  government,  as  he  fees  bef”  In 
reply  to  an  obfervation,  that  no  adjudged  cafe;  in  point,  had 
been  adduced,  the  noble  lord  declared  that-  this  was  not  to  be 
wondered  at,  **  inafmuch  as  no  queftion  was  ever  darted  before 
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but  that  the  king  has  a right  to  a legijlative  authority  over  a 
conquered  country and  he  quoted  an  opinion  of  the  crown 
lawyers  in  1722,  in  refpedt  of  Jamaica.  The  affembly  of  that 
ifland  being  refractory,  it  was  referred  to  Sir  Philip  Yorke  and 
Sir  Clement  Weargc  to  know  “ what  could  be  done  if  the 
affembly  Ihould  obftinately  continue  to  withhold  all  the  ufual 
fupplies.”  They  reported,  that  if  Jamaica  was  dill  to  be 
confidered  as  a conquered  ifland,  the  king  had  a right  to  levy 
taxes  upon  the  inhabitants  j but  if  it^was  to  be  confidered  in 
the  fame  light  as  the  other  colonies,  no  tax  could  be  impofed  on 
the  inhabitants,  but  by  an  affembly  of  the  i/land,  or  by  an  aSl  of 
parliament” 

It  is  impofilble,  I think,  not  to  perceive,  throughout  thele, 
and  other  parts  of  the  learned  judge’s  argument,  a certain 
degree  of  bias  arifing  from  the  unhappy  diffentions  which, 
about  that  period,  broke  out  into  a civil  war  between  Great 
Britain  and  her  colonies ; in  the  progrefs  of  which,  it  is  believed, 
this  noble  perfon  diftinguilhed  himfelf  as  an  adlive  partizan, 
and  a powerful  advocate  for  the  unconditional  fupremacy  of  the 
mother-country.  I might  otherwife  be  chargeable  with  great 
arrogance  in  prefuming  to  differ  from  fuch  weight  of  autho- 
rity ; but  .furely  it  will  be  permitted  me  to  examine  the 
doClrine  maintained  on  this  occafion,  by  the  teft  of  thofe  cafes, 
which  the  noble  judge  himfelf  adduced  in  its  fupport.  In 
fuch  an  examination,  plain  argument  and  common  fenfe  may 
fupply  the  fubtleties  of  legal  refinement,  and  the  want  of  pro- 
felfional  learning. 
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The  cafes  chiefly  relied  on  by  the  learned  judge,  were 
thofe  of  Ireland,  Wales,  Berwick  and  New  York ; in  all  which 
places  it  was  allerted  that  the  king,  after  their  conqueft,  had,  of 
his  own  authority,  exercifed  the  powers  of  legiflature,  by  intro- 
ducing an  alteration  of  their  former  laws,  and  eflablifhing  a new 
fyftem  of  government  over  the  inhabitants.  “ No  man  (ob- 
ferved  his  lordfhip,  in  the  cafe  of  Ireland,)  ever  faid,  that  the 
change  in  the  laws  of  that  country  was  made  by  the  parliament 
of  England : no  man  ever  faid  the  crown  could  not  do  it." 

With  the  utmofl  deference,  however,  to  the  fentiments  of 
this  great  and  enlightened  lawyer,  I prefume  to  think  that  the 
queftion  was  not  fimply.  Whether  the  crown  alone,  or  the  par- 
liament of  England,  had  the  right  of  exercifmg  the  authority 
contended  for  ? — I will  even  admit  that  the  interpofition  of  par- 
liament was  unneceffary.  Still  however  the  main  queftion  re- 
mains to  be  anfwered,  which  is.  To  what  extent  may  the  royal 
prerogative  in  Juch  cafes  be  exerted?  Did  the  noble  judge  mean 
to  affert,  that  conqueft  deftroys  all  the  rights  of  the  conquered, 
and  that  the  king,  in  changing  their  laws  and  form  of  govern- 
ment, has  a right  to  prefcribe  to  them,  not  merely  the  Englifo  con- 
Jlitution'f — but  any  other  fyflem  he  thinks  belt?  If  fuch  was 
the  opinion,  it  may  be  affirmed  that  the  cafe^., which  his  lord- 
fhip adduced  in  fupport  of  his  argument,  warrant  no  fuch 
conclufion. 

The  firfl  cafe  was  that  of  Ireland.  **  The  fa<5l,  fays  the 
noble  lord,  comes  out  clearly  to  be,  that  Ireland  received  the 
laws  of  Efigland  by  the  charters  and  commands  of  Henry  II. 

John  and  Henry  III." 
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Of  Wales,  the  noble  lord  obferves  “ that  the  ftatute  of 
Wales  (12  Edv/ard  I.)  is  certainly  no  more  than  regulations^ 
made  by  the  kmg  in  his  council  for  the  government  of  Wales, 
and  that  the  king  governed  it  as  a conqueji'y  but  let  us  hear  on 
this  fubjed;  the  learned  judge  Blackflone.  ‘‘  This  territory, 
obferves  Blackftone,  being  then  entirely  re-annexed  (by  a kind 
of  feodal  refumption)  to  the  dominion  of  the  crown  of  England, 
or,  as  the  ftatute  of  Rutland  exprelTes  it,  terra  Walliae  cum  incolis 
Juisy  prius  regi  jure  feodali  JubjeBay  (of  which  homage  was  the 
fign)  jam  in  proprietatis  dominium  totaliter  et  cum  inte grit  ate  con- 
verfa  ejiy  et  coronae  regni  Angliae  tanquam  pars  corporis  ejufdem 
annexa  et  unita.  But  the  finifhing  ftroke  to  their  independency, 
was  given  by  the  llatute  27  Henry  VIII.  c.  26.  which  at  the 
fame  time  gave  the  utmoft  advancement  to  their  civil  prof- 
perity,  by  admitting  them  to  a thorough  communication  of  laws 
with  the  fubjedls  of  England.  Thus  were  this  brave  people 
gradually  conquered  into  the  enjoyment  of  true  liberty  ; being 
infenfibly  put  upon  the  fame  footing,  and  made fellow  citizens  with 
their  conquerors  ” 

Another  cafe  was  that  of  Berwick,  which,  obferved  the 
noble  lord,  after  the  conqueft  of  it,  was  governed  by  charters 
from  the  crown,  without  the  interpofition  of  parliament,  till 
the  reign  of  James  I.”  The  noble  judge  would  have  ftated 
this  cafe  more  fairly,  had  he  faid  that  Edward  I.  at  the  requeji 
of  the  inhabitants y confirmed  to  them  the  enjoyment  of  their 
ancient  laws  j but  that  “ its  conftitution  was  put  on  an  Engli/h 
footing,  by  a charter  of  king  James.”  Thefe  are  the  very 
words  of  Blackflone. 
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T HE  cafe  next  quoted  by  the  learned  judge  was  that  of  New 
York,  which  was  conquered  from  the  Dutch  in  1664,  and, 
like  W ales,  remained  in  polTeffion  of  mod;  of  its  former  inhabi- 
tants. “King  Charles  II.  (obferves  the  noble  judge)  changed 
the  form  of  their  conftitution  and  political  government;  by 
granting  it  to  the  duke  of  Tork,  to  hold  of  his  crown  under  all 
the  regulations  contained  in  the  letters  patent^' — So  far  is  true; 
but  what  followed  ? This  duke  of  York  (afterwards  James  II.) 
^was  a man  whofe  principles  of  government  were  in  the  higheft 
degree  repugnant  and  inimical  to  thofe  of  the  Englifh  conftitu- 
tion. Accordingly  he  attempted  at  firft  to  introduce  into  the 
newly  acquired  country,  a fyftem  little  confonant  to  Britifti  free- 
dom; but  he  was  difappointed  and  defeated.  He  was  com- 
pelled, much  againft  his  inclination,  to  allow  the  people  to 
choofe  deputies  to  reprefent  them  in  the  legiflature ; and  thefe 
deputies  actually  voted  “ that  all  the  ordinances  which  had 
been  made  by  the  governor  and  council,  before  the  people  were 
.admitted  to  a ftiare  in  the  legiflature,  were  invalid,  becaufe  they 
•were  pajfed  in  a manner  repugnant  to  the  conjlitution  of  Eng^ 
land” 

From  this  recital,  it  is  I think  evident  that  the  noble  and 
ilearned  judge  miftook  the  gif  of  the  queftion;  or  rather  con- 
founded together  two  things  which  are  totally  diftind:  and  repug- 
nant in  their  nature ; for  he  appears  to  have  conftdered  the  pre- 
rogative in  the  king,  of  extending  to  his  newly  acquired fubjedls, 
the  benefits  of  the  Englijh  conftitution^  as  equivalent  to  the  right 
.of  ruling  them  by  whatever  conftitution  or  fyftem  of  govern- 
ment he  pleafes  ; or,  by  none  at  alL 
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It  would  feem  then  that,  if  the  cafes  which  have  been  ad- 
duced prove  any  thing,  they  prove  that  the  crown  neither  has 
prefcribed,  nor  could  prefcribe,  any  form  of  government  incom- 
patible with  the  principles  of  the  Britifh  conditution,  to  any 
colony  or  territory  whatever,  whether  acquired  by  conquefc  or 
fettlement ; — and  good  authorities  are  not  wanting  in  fupport 
of  this  dodtrine.  “ The  king,  of  Great  Britain. (fays?  an  excels 
lent  writer  fcj  although  at  the  head  of  a free  date,  may,  in  his 
own  right,  hold  other  dates,  under  a form  of  government  that 
is  not  free  -,  as  he  does,  for  indance,  the  dates  of  the  elec- 
torate of  Hanover.  He  may  too  even  as  king  of  Great  Britain, 
by  virtue  of  his  prerogative,  and  as  generaliffimo  of  the  empire, 
hold  a conquered  date  (for  the  time  being)  under  a form 
of  government  that  is  not  free  that  is,  under  military  law : 
but,  in  the  indant  that  fuch  conquered  date  is,  by  treaty 
of  peace,  or  otherwife,  ceded  to  the  crown  of  Great  Britain, 
in  that  indant  it  imbibes  the  fpirit  of  the  conditution,  it  is 
naturalized  j it  is  adimilated  to  the  government,  it  is  go- 
vernable and  to  be  governed  by,  and  under  all  thofe  powers 
with  which  the  governing  power  of  king,  lords  and  commons  is 
inveded  by  the  conditution  j but  it  is  not  governable,  neither 
is  to  be  governed,  by  any  powers  which  the  governing  power  of 
king,  lords  and  commons  does  not  podefs  from  the  conditu- 
tion : as  for  example,  it  cannot  be  governed  on  the  principles 
of  flavery ; becaufe  the  governing  power  of  king,  lords  and  com- 
mons is  appointed  by  the  conditution  to  govern  on  the  prin- 
ciples of  liberty.”  Surely  it  is  a propofition  abfurd  and  mon- - 
ftrous  on  the  very  face  of  it,  to  fay  that  a limited  monarch,  in- 
a free  date,  may  govern  any  part  of  the  dominions  of  fuch  a 
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ftate  in  an  arbitrary  and  tyrannical  manner.  A body  of  fub- 
je6ts  fo  governed,  would,  if  fufficiently  numerous,  be  fit  inftru- 
ments  to  enflave  the  reft ! 

The  intelligent  reader  will  admit  the  vaft  importance  of  this 
queftion,  both  to  the  prefent  age  and  to  poft’erity  j and  perceive 
how  greatly  the  deareft  interefts  of  men,  who,  in  the  contingen-  ' 
cies  of  war,  fhall  hereafter  fall  under  the  Britifli  dominion,  may 
poflibly  be  concerned  in  its  difcuflion.  To  fuch  readers  no 
apology  will  be  necelTary,  for  the  detail  which  I have  thought  " 
it  my  duty  to  give  on  a fubje<ft  of  fuch  conftitutional  magni- 
tude.—-I  now  return  to  tranfaftions  with  the  colony. 

It  has  been  ftated  that  the  firft  afiembly  met  in  1765.  At 
that  time  none  of  the  French  Roman  catholick  inhabitants 
claimed  a right,  or  even  expreficd  a defire,  of  becoming  mem- 
bers, either  of  the  council  or  afiembly:  but  in  1768  the  go- 
vernor received  inftruftions  from  the  crown,  to  admit  two  of 
them  into  the  council,  and  to  declare  others  to  be  eligible  into  the 
aflbmbly,  on  taking  the  oaths  of  allegiance  and  fupremacy.  The 
governor  was  directed  alfo  to  include  the  names  of  certain  per- 
fons  of  this  defcription,  in  the  commiflion  of  the  peace. 

These  Inftru<ftions,  and  the  meafures  which  were  taken  in 
confequence  thereof,  gave  rife  to  violent  commotions  and  party 
divifions  in  the  colony,  which,  being  embittered  by  religious 
controverfy,  continue  to  divide  the  inhabitants  to  the  prefent 
hour.  It  were  highly  unbecoming  in  me  (a  ftrangcr  to  the 
ifland)  to  flatter  the  paflions  of  one  party  or  the  other ; and  I 
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fliould  readily  confign  all  the  circumflances  to  oblivion,  but  that 
it  is  my  duty  as  an  hiftorian,  to  date  without  prejudice  fuch 
particulars  as  may,  in  their  confequences,  affed:  the  general 
welfare  of  the  colony,  that  the  errors  of  one  age  may  ferve  as  a 
leflbn  to  the  next. 

The  oppofition  that  was  given  by  the  Britllh  inhabitants  to 
the  appointment  of  any  of  the  Roman  catholick  capitulants  to 
feats  in  the  legjflature,  arofe,  I believe,  originally  from  an  idea 
that  the  royal  inftrudtions  in  this  cafe  were  in  diredl  viola- 
tion of  the  teft  adl  of  Charles  II.  which  requires  “ that  all  per- 
fons  enjoying  any  place  of  truft  or  profit  {hall,  in  addition  to 
the  oaths  of  allegiance  and  fupremacy,  fubferibe  a declaration 
againft  the  dodtrine  of  tranfubftantiation  in  the  facrament  of 
the  Lord’s  fupper.”  By  the  king’s  inftrudtions,  above  cited, 
his  Roman  catholick  fubjedls  of  Grenada  were  declared  eligible 
without  fubferibing  to  this  declaration. 

Liberal  and  enlightened  minds  at  this  day  arc  not  eafily 
reconciled  to  the  dodtrine,  that  an  adherence  to  mere  fpecula- 
tive  opinions  in  matters  of  faith,  ought  to  drive  any  loyal  fub- 
jedt  from  the  fervice  of  his  country,  or  deprive  a man  (other- 
wife  entitled)  of  the  enjoyment  of  thofe  honours  and  dillinc- 
tions,'  the  diftribution  of  which  the  wifdom  of  the  laws  has 
affigned  to  the  fovereign.  Much  lefs  will  it  be  thought  that 
fuch  a man  is  unworthy  of  that  confidence  which  his  neigh- 
bours and  fellow  citizens,  who  are  bell  acquainted  with  his 
principles  and  virtues,  and  are  themfelves  of  a different  per- 
fuafion,  fhall  think  fit  to  repofe  in  him.  At  the  fame  time,  it 
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claim  in  the  crown,  to  lay  taxes  on  Grenada  by  its  own  authori- 
ty, gave  the  inhabitants  juft  caufe  of  apprehenfion,  that  the 
royal  inftrudtions  in  the  prefent  cafe  w^ere  founded,  ih  like 
manner,  on  a pretenfton  to  legiflative  authority,  fubverftve  of 
their  own  colonial  affembly. 

On  the  other  hand,  it  was  alledged  that  the  teft  ad:  .was 
never  meant  to  extend  to  the  Britilh  plantations ; that  it  was 
confined,  both  in  its  letter  and  fpirit,  to  the  kingdom  of  Eng- 
land and  the  town  of  Berwick ; and  though  it  were  true  that 
it  is  the  pradiice  of  the  courts  of  Grenada  to  adopt  both  the 
common  and  ftatute  law  of  England,  it  was  contended  never- 
thelefs,  that  the  adoption  cculd  extend  only  to  fuch  of  the 
Englifh  ftatutes,  as  were  applicable  to  the  peculiar  fituai 
tion  of  the  colony.  It  was  urged,  that  the  ad  in  queftion 
originated  in  an  age  of  religious  frenzy  and  fanatic  violence. 
The  authority  of  hiftory  was  adduced  to  prove  that  it  was 
particularly  promoted  by  a worthlefs  individual,  from  animofity 
to  the  Duke  of  York,  who  was  obliged,  in  confequence  of  it, 
to  refign  the  great  office  of  Lord  High  Admiral.  A law  >thus 
founded  and  fupported,  inftead  of  being  confidered  as  fuited 
to  the  circumftances  of  a new  and  infant  colony,  ought,  it  was 
> fa  id,  to  be  expunged  from  the  Englifh  ftatute  book. 

What  influence  thefe,  or  other  confiderations,  had  on  the 
Britifh  Miniftry,  I prefume  not  to  fay.  It  is  certain  that  the 
king  refufed  to  revoke  his  inftrudions ; in  confequence  where- 
of the  moft  zealous  of  the  proteftant  members  of  the  aflem- 
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bly  declining  to  attend,  it  was  feldom  that  a houfe  could  be 
formed.  Publick  affairs  foon  fell  into  the  utmoff:  confuffon, 
and  in  this  ilate  of  faction  and  perplexity,  the  ifland  continued, 
until  its  re- capture  by  the  French  in  1779. 

On  this  occaffon,  cKarges  were  brought  again  the  French 
inhabitants  which  I will  not  repeat,  becaufe  I have  no  other 
evidence  to  fupport  them  than  the  mutual  reproaches,  and 
reciprocal  accufations  of  the  parties.  The  complaints  indeed 
which  were  loudly  made  on  the  part  of  the  French,  of  an 
ufurpation  of  their  deareft  rights  by  the  prevailing  fadtion, 
feemed  to  imply  that  they  relied  rather  on  j unification  than 
denial. 

The  French  miniffry  however  required  no  other  encourage- 
ment for  attacking  this  ifland,  than  the  defencelefs  llate  in 
which  all  the  Britilh  fettlements  in  the  Weff:  Indies  were  at 
that  juncture  notorioufly  left.  The  hopelefs  and  deftrudlive 
war  in  North  America  had  drawn  to  its  vortex  all  the  powers, 
refources,  and  exertions  of  Great  Britain.  Already  had  Domi- 
nica and  St.  Vincent  become  a facrifice  to  that  unfortunate 
contefl: ; when  it  fell  to  the  lot  of  Grenada  to  experience  her 
fhare  of  the  general  misfortune. 

On  the  2d  of  July  1779,  a French  armament,  confi fling  of 
a fleet  of  25  Ihips  of  the  line,  10  frigates,  and  5000  troops, 
•under  the  command  of  the  Count  D’Eftaing,  appeared  off 
the  harbour  and  town  of  St.  George  : the  whole  force  of  the 
ifland  was  compofed  of  90  men  of  the  48  th  regiment,  300 
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militia  of  the  ifland,  and  i50,feamen  from  the  merchant 
fliips  j and  its  fortifications  confifted  chiefly  of  an  entrench- 
ment, which  had  been  haftily  thrown  up  round  the  fummit 
of  the  Hofpital-hill.  This  entrenchment  the  Count  D’Eftaing 
inverted  the  next  day,  at  the  head  of  3,000  of  his  heft 
forces,  which  he  led  up  in  three  columns,  aud  after  a hard 
conflict  and  the  lofs  of  300  men,  carried  the  lines.  Never 
did  fo  fmall  a body  of  men  make  a’  nobler  defence  againft 
fiich  inequality  of  numbers.  The  governor  (Lord  Macart- 
ney) and  the  remains  of  his  little  garrifon,  immediately 
retired  into  the  old  fort,  at  the  mouth  of  the  harbour ; 
which  however  was  wholly  untenable,  being  commanded  by 
the  Hofpital-hill  battery,  the  guns  of  which  having  beea 
moft  unfortunately  left  unfpiked,  were  now  turned  againft 
them.  At  day-break,  the  French  opened  a battery  of  two 
twenty-four  pounders  againft  the  walls  of  the  old  fort.  In 
this  fituation,  the  governor  and  inhabitants  had  no  refource 
but  in  the  hopes  of  obtaining  favourable  terms  of  capitula- 
tion ; and  herein  they  were  difappointed.  Their  propofals 
were  fcornfully  rejected,  and  fuch  hard  and  extraordinary  terms- 
©ffered  and  infifted  on  by  Count  D’Eftaing,  as  left  them  no 
alternative  but  the  facrifice  of  their  honour,  or  an  unconditional 
furrender.  They  embraced  the  latter  j _and  it  muft  be  ac- 
knowledged, that  the  protedllon  which  was  afforded  to  the 
helplefs  inhabitants  of  the  town,  and  their  property, -not  only 
while  the  treaty  was  depending,  but  alfo  after  the  furrender 
of  the  ifland  at  diferetion,  refledted  the  higheft  luftre  on  the 
difeipline,  as  well  as  humanity  of  the  conquerors.  Protedlion 
and  fafe-guards  were  granted  on  every  application,  and  thus 
a town  was  faved  from  plunder,  which  by  the  ftridl  rules 
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of  war,  might  have  been  given  up  to  an  exafperated  fol- 

It  is  to  be  lamented  that  the  fubfequent  condudt  of  the 
French  government  of  Grenada,,  towards  its  new  fubjedts, 
was  not  quite  fo  generous.  By  an  ordinance  of  the  Count  de 
Durat,  the  new  governor,  they  were  enjoined,  under  the 
penalty  of  military  execution  and  confifcation  of  property,  from 
the  payment,  diredfly  or  indirectly,  of  all  debts  due  by  them 
to  Biitifli  fubjeCls,  refiding  in  any  part  of  the  Britifh  domi- 
nions ; and  by  another  ordinance,  the  prohibition  was  extended 
to  luch  debts,  owing  to  the  fubjeCts  of  the  united  provinces  of 
Holland,  as  were  guaranteed  by  any  of  the  fubjedls  of  Great 
Bri*-ain.  The  Count  D’Eftaing  had  inferted  claufes  to  the 
fame  effeCt,  in  the  form  of  capitulation,  which  he  had  tendered 
to  the  garrifon,  and  It  was  thofe  prohibitions  that  induced  the 
Biitifli  inhabitants,  with  an  honefl  indignation,  to  rifque  the 
confequence  of  an  unconditional  furrender,  rather  than  fubmit 
to  them.  With  the  virtue  and  integrity  that  it  is  to  be  hoped 
will  for  ever  diftinguifh  the  Britifh  character,  they  confidered 
no  facrifice  fo  great  as  the  violation  of  that  confidence,  which 
had  been  repofed  in  them  by  their  friends  and  creditors  in- 
Europe.  But  the  ordinances  went  ftill  further.  By  the  regu- 
lations which  they  contained,  it  was  enaCted  that  all  the  eftatea 
belonging  to  Englifh  abfentees,  fhould  be  put  into  the  hands 
of  certain  perfons  to  be  nominated  by  the  governor,  called. 
conjervators  -y  and  the  produce  be  paid  into  the  public  trea-- 
fury.  Thus  was  plunder  fanCtioned  by  authority^  and  the 
abfent  proprietors  were  not  the  only  victims.  The  fhameful 
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EI*  feflion  of  eftates,  to  which  the  flighted  pretenflon  was  fet  up, 
gave  the  refident  planters  reafon  to  apprehend,  that  the  only 
indulgence  they  were  to  expedt,  was  that  which  Poliphemus 
promifed  UlyflTes,  of  being  devoured  the  laf. 

Most  of  thefe  injurious  proceedings,  and  various  adls  of 
perfonal  oppreflion,  inflidled  on  the  conquered  inhabitants  of 
Grenada,  were,  by  them,  imputed  to  the  too  great  Influence 
with  the  governor  ofttheir  late  fellow  fubjedts  and  neighbours, 
the  French  planters ; and  it  is  much  eafler  to  account  for, 
than  to  juflify  their  condudl.  Let  it  be  remembered,  however, 
to  the  honour  of  the  French  nation,  that  thefe  nefarious  pro- 
ceedings were  no  fooner  made  known  to  the  court  of  France, 
than  they  were  difapproved  and  reprobated.  The  appointment 
of  confer vators  was  abolifhed,  and  reflioration  ordered  to  be 
made  of  the  efl:ates  of  abfent  proprietors.  Rec^refs  was  like- 
wife  very  generally  given,  by  appeals  in  the  lafl:  refort,  to  fuck 
of  the  refident  planters  as  had  been  illegally  deprived  of  their 
polfeflions.  But  it  was  not  long  before  the  ifland  itfelf  re- 
verted to  the  Britifli  dominion. 

. Grenada  and  the  Grenadines  were  reftored  to  Great  Bri- 
tain, with  all  the  other  captured  iflands  in  the  Weft  Indies  (To- 
bago excepted)  by  the  general  pacification  which  took  place  in 
January  1783  j a pacification  upon  which,  whatever  maybe 
its  general  merits,  it  is  impoflible  but  that  the  Englifli  fugar 
planters  (except  perhaps  thofe  of  the  ceded  ifland)  mufl:  re- 
flect with  grateful  fatisfadion.  It  might  indeed  have  been 
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wiHied,  by  thofe  who  have  at  heart  the  prefent  repofe  and  fu-  ^ H^A  P. 
ture  profperity  of  mankind,  that  fome  falutary  regulations  had  ■_  - — j 
been  framed,  at  the  fame  time,  for  preventing  the  revival  of 
thofe  unhappy  national  animolities  among  the  white  inhabi- 
tants of  Grenada,  of  which  I have  fo  largely  fpoken,  and 
which,  I am  forry  to  be  informed,  were  renewed  on  the  refto- 
ration  of  the  ifland  with  additional  force  and  aggravated  vio- 
lence. It  is  not  my  intention  however  to  enter  into  any  further 
detail  on  the  fubjeft.  As  a friend  to  the  interefts  of  humanity, 
independent  of  religious  opinions,  and  locality  of  birth,  I fhall 
‘rejoice  if  means  can  be  found  to  reftore  to  this  little  commu- 
nity that  peace,  confidence  and  unanimity,  without  w'hich  its  ' 
inhabitants  mufi;  be  a ruined  people,  and  a prey  to  the  firft 
invader* 

Having  thus,  as  I conceive,  fufficiently  treated  of  the  hif- 
torical  and  political  concerns  of  this  valuable  colony,  I fhall 
conclude  with  a fhort  difplay  of  its  prefent  ftate,  in  refpedl  of 
foil,  population,  productions  and  exports  ; premifing,  that  many 
of  thofe  little  ifiands  which  are  called  the  Grenadines,  no  longer 
appertain  to  the  government  of  Grenada.  By  an  arrangement 
of  the  Britifh  adminiftration,  which  has  taken  effeCt  fince  the 
peace,  a line  of  divifion  pafies  in  an  eaft  and  weft  direction, 
between  Cariacou  and  Union  ifland.  The  former  of  thefe, 
and  fome  fmaller  iflands  fouth  of  it,  are  all  that  are  now  com- 
prifed  in  the  Grenada  government  j Union  ifland,  with  all  the 
little  iflands  adjoining,  to  the  north,  being  annexed  to  the 
government  of  St.  Vincent,  - 
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GRiiKADA  contains  about  80,000  acres  of  land;  of  which 
although  no  lefs  than  72,141  acres  paid  taxes  in  1776,  and 
may  therelore  be  fuppofed  fit  for  cultivation,  yet  the  quantity 
adtuaily  cultivated  has  never  exceeded  50,000  acres.  The 
iface  of  the  country  is  mountainous,  but  not  inaccehible  in  any 
part,  and  it  abounds  with  fprings  and  rivulets.  To  the  north 
j^nd  the  eaft,  the  foil  is  a brick  mould ; the  fame,  or  nearly  the  . 
fame,  as  that  of  which  mention  has  been  made  in  the  hiftory 
of  Jamaica.  On  the  weft  fide,  it  is  a rich  black  mould  on  a 
fubftratum  of  yellow  clay.  To  the  fouth,  the  land  in  general 
is  poor,  and  of  a reddifti  hue,  and  the  fame  extends  over  a con- 
fiderable  part  of  the  interior  country.  On  the  whole,  however, 
Grenada  appears  to  be  fertile  in  a high  degree,  and  by  the 
variety,  as  well  as,  excellence,  of  its  returns,  feems  adapted  to 
every  tropical  produdlioh.  The  exports  of  the  year  1776,  from 
Grenada  -and  its  dependencies,  w«re  14,012,157  lbs.  of  muf- 
cavado,  and  9,273,607  lbs.  of  clayed  fugar ; 8 1 8,700  gallons  of 
!rum;  1,827,166  lbs.  of  coffee,  457,7 19  lbs.  of  cacao,  91,943  lbs. 
of  cotton,  27,638  lbs.  of  indigo,  and  fome  fmaller  articles  ; the 
whole  of  which,  on  a moderate  computation,  could  not  be  worth 
lefs,  at  the  ports  of  fhipping,  than  jT.  600,000  fterling,  excluding 
freight,  duties,  infurance  and  other  charges.  It  deferves  to  be 
remembered  too,  that  the  fugar  was  the  produce  of  1 06  planta- 
tions only,  and  that  they  were  worked  by  1 8,293  negroes,  which 
was  therefore  rather  more  than  one  hogfhead  of  mufeavado 
fugar,  of  1 6 cwt.  from  the  labour  of  each  negro,  old  and  young, 
employed  in  the  cultivation  of  that  commodity ; a prodigious 
return,  equalled,  I believe,  by  no  other  Britilh  ifland  in  the 
Weft  Indies,  St.  Chriftopher’s  excepted.— The  exports  of 
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1787  will  be  given  hereafter : they  will  be  found,  exdept  in  one  C H A,!’, 
or  two  articles,  to  fall  greatly  Ihort  of  thole  of  1776;  a cir- 
cumftance  for  which  I know  not  wholly  how  to  account. 

This  ifland  is  divided  into  fix  parishes,  St.  George,  St,  ^ 

David,  St.  Andrew,  St.  Patrick,  St.  Mark  and  Sr.  John ; and  its 
chief  dependency,  CariacoUt  forms  a feventh  parifii.  It  is  only 
fince  the  reftoration  of  Grenada  to  Great  Britain  by  the  peace 
of  1783,  that  an  ifiand  law  has  been  obtained  for  the  eftablifti- 
ment  of  a proteftant  clergy.  This  adt  palTed  in  1784,  and  pro- 
vides ftipends  of  >C*  330  currency,  and  £*6o  for  houfe-rent 
fer  annum,  for  five  clergymen,  viz.  one  for  the  town  and  parifit 
of  St.  George,  three  for  the  other  five  out-parifties  of  Grenada* 
and  one  for  Cariacou.  Bcfidcs  thefe  fiipends,  there  are  valua- 
ble glebe  lands,  which  had  been  appropriated  to  the  fupport 
of  the  Roman  catholick  clergy,  whilfi:  that  was  the  eftablifhcd 
religion  of  Grenada.  Thefe  lands,  according  to  an  opinion  of 
the  attorney  and  folicitor-general  of  England  (to  whom  a 
queftion  on  this  point  was  referred  by  the  crown)  became 
vefted  in  his  Majefty  as  publick  lands,  on  the  reftoration  of  the 
ifland  to  the  Britifh  government,  and  I believe  have  fince  been 
applied  by  the  colonial  legiflature,  with  the  confent  of  the 
crown,  to  the  further  fupport  of  the  proteftant  church,  with 
fome  allowance  thereout  (to  what  amount  I am  not  informed) 
for  the  benefit  of  the  tolerated  Romifii  clergy  of  the  remaining 
French  inhabitants. 

The  capital  of  Grenada,  by  an  ordinance  of  governor  Mel- 
ville, foon  after  the  ceffion  of  the  country  to  Great  Britain 
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BOOK  by  the  peace  of  Paris,  is  called  St.  George.  By  this  ordinance,. 

Engli/h  names  were  given  to  the  feveral  towns  and  parilhes^ 
and  their  French  names  forbidden  to  be  thereafter  ufed  in  any 
publick  acts.  The  French  name  of  the  capital  was  Fort  Royale. 
It  is  fituated  in  a fpacious  bay,  on  the  weft  or  lee-fide  of  the 
illand,  not  far  from  the  fouth  end,  and  poffeffes  one  of  the  fafeft 
and  moft  commodious  harbours  for  fhipping  in  the  Englifh 
Weft  Indies,  which  has  been  lately  fortified  at  a very  great, 
expence 

The  other  towns  in  Grenada,  are,  properly  fpeaking,  in- 
eonfiderable  villages  or  hamlets,  which  are  generally  fituated 
at  the  bays  or  fhipping  places  in  the  feveral  out-parilhes.  The 
parilh  town  of  Cariacou  is  called  Hillfborough. 

Grenada,  has  two  ports  of  entry,,  with  feparate  efla- 
blilhments,  and  diftindl  revenue  officers,  independent  of  eacb 
Other,  viz.  one  at  St.  George,  the  capital,  and  one  at  Grenville- 
bay,  a town  and  harbour  on  the  eafi:  or  windward  fide  of  the 
illand.  The  former,  by  the  27  Geo.  Ill,  c.  2.7.  is  made  a 
free  port. 

(c)  The  town  of  Saint  George  Is  built  chiefly  of  brick,  and  makes  a handfome 
appearance.  It  is  divided  by  a ridge,  which  running  into  the  fea  forms  on  one 
fide  the  carenage,  on  the  other  the  bay : thus  there  is  the  Bay-town^  which 
boafts  a handfome  fquare  and  market-place,  and  the  Cannage-town^  wherein  the 
principal  merchants  refide,  the  fliips  lying  land-locked,  and  in  deep  water  clofe  to 
the  wharfs.  On  the  ridge  between  the  two  towns  ftands  the  church,  and  on  the 
promontory  above  it  is  a large  old  fort,  which  was  probably  conftrucled  by  the 
firft  French  Inhabitants.  It  is  built  of  ftone,  and  is  large  enough  to  accommo- 
date aa  entire  regiment. 


Whether 
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Whether  it  be  owing  to  the  events  ofrwar,  to  domeftick  G H A Pv 
dKTentions,  or  to  calamities  inflidted  by  the  hand  of  Divine  Pro- 

I ^ 

vidence,  I know  not,  but  it  appears  that  the  white  population 
of  Grenada  and  the  Grenadines  has  decreafed  confiderably 
fince  thefe  iflands  firft  came  into  polTeffion  of  the  Englifli^ 

The  number  of  white  inhabitants,  in  the  year  1771,  were 
known  to  be  fomewhat  more  than  fixteen  hundred  ; in  1777 
they  had  decreafed  to  thirteen  hundred  ; and  at  this  time  they 
are  fuppofed  not  to  exceed  one  thoufand,  of  which  about  two- 
thirds  are  men  able  to  bear  arms,  and  incorporated  into  five 
regiments  of  militia,  including  a company  of  free  blacks  or 
mulattoes,  attached  to  each.  There  are  likewife  about  500 
regular  troops  from  Great  Britain,  which  are  fupported  on  the 
Britifh  eftablifhment 

The  negro  flaves  have  alfo  decreafed.  By  the  laft  returns 
preceding  the  capture  of  the  ifland  in  1779,  they  were  fiated 
at  35,000,  of  which  5,000  were  in  Cariacou,  and  the  fmaller 
iflands.  In  1785  they  amounted  to  no  more  than  23,926  in  the 
whole.  The  decreafe  was  owing  partly  to  the  want  of  any  re- 
gular fupply  during  the  French  government,  and  partly  to  the 
numbers  carried  from  the  ifland  by  the  French  inhabitants, 
both  before  and  after  the  peace.  It  is  alfo  to  be  obferved,  that 
of  the  African  cargoes  fold  at  Grenada,  fome  part  (perhaps  a 

(d)  Befides  the  regular  troops  which  are  fent  from  Great  Britain  for  the  pro- 
tedlion  of  Grenada,  there  are  in  its  garrifon  three  companies  of  king’s  negroes, 
which  came  from  America,  where  they  ferved  in  three  capacities,  as  pioneers, 
artificers,  and  light  dragoons.  In  Grenada  they  form  a company  of  each,  and 
are  commanded  by  a lieutenant  of  the  regulars,  having  captain’s  rank. 
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fourth  or  fifth)  ara  exported  to  the  neighbouring  French  and 
Spanifh  colonies. 

The  free  people  of  colour  amounted  in  i787,=.to  1,115.  To. 
prevent  the  too  great  increafe  of  this  mixed  race,  every  manu- 
mifiion  is,  by  an  a(ft  of  this  ifiand,  charged  with  a fine  of 
one  hundred  pounds  currency,  payable  into  the  publick  trea- 
fury.  But  this  law  has  neither  operated  as  a prodiuHive  fund, 
nor  as  a prohibition ; for  it  is  ufually  evaded  by  executing  and 
recording  aits  of  manumiffion  in  fome  other  ifland  or  govern- 
ment where  there  is  no  fuch  law.  The  evidence  of  all  free 
coloured  people,  whether  born  free  or  manumitted,  is  Teceived 
in  the  courts  of  this  ifland,  on  their  producing  fiafficient  proof 
of  their  freedom  ; and  fuch  free  people  are  tried  on  criminal 
charges  in  the  fame  manner  as  whites,  without  diltindion  of 
colour.  They  are  alfo  allowed  to  poflefs  and  enjoy  lands  and 
tenements  to  any  amount,  provided  they  are  native-born,  fub- 
jeds  or  capitulants,  and  not  aliens. 

The  governor,  by  virtue  of  his  office,  is  chancellor,  ordinary, 
and  vice-admiral,  and  prefides  folely  in  the  courts  of  chancery 
and  ordinary,  as  in  Jamaica.  His  falary  is  3,200  currency 
per  annum  f w’hich  is  raifed  by  a poll-tax  on  all  flaves ; and 
it  is  the  pradice  in  Grenada  to  pafs  a falary  bill  on  the  arrival 
of  every  new  governor,  to  continue  during  his  government.  In 
all  cafes  of  abfence  beyond  twelve  months,  the  falary  ceafes  and 
determines. 

(e)  The  currency  of  Grenada,  or  rate  of  exchange,  is  commonly  65 

worfe  than  fterling.  ^ 
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The  council  of  Grenada  confifts  of  twelve  members,  and  CHAP, 
the  affembly  of  twenty-fix.  The  powers,  privileges  and  func-  H- 
tions  of  both  thefe  branches  of  the  legiflature,  are  the  fame,, 
and  exercifed  precifely  in  the  fame  manner,  as  thofe  of  the 
council  and  affembly  in  Jamaica.  A freehold,  or  life  eftate,  of 
fifty  acres,  is  a qualification  to  fit  as  reprefentative  for  the 
parifhes,  and  a freehold,  or  life  eftate,  in  fifty  pounds  houfe- 
rent  in  St.  George,  qualifies  a reprefentative  for  the  town.  An 
eftate  of  ten  acres  in  fee,  or  for  life,  or  a rent  of  ten  pounds 
in  any  of  the  out-towns,  gives  a vote  for  the  reprefentatives 
of  each  ^rifli  relpedtively ; and  a rent  of  twenty  pounds  f>er 
annunii  iffuing  out  of  any  freehold  or  life  eftate  in  the  town  oE 
St.  George,  gives  a vote  for  a reprefentative  for  the  town,. 

The  law  courts  in  Grenada,  befides  thofe  of  chancery  and 
ordinary,  are,  firft,  the  court  of  grand  feflions  of  the  peace 
held  twice  a year,  ’viz.  in  March  and  September.  In  this  court 
the  firft  perfon  named  in  the  commiftion  of  the  peace  prefides, 
who  is  ufually  the  prefident  or  fenior  in  council. 

2dly,  The  court  of  common  pleas.  The  court  confifts  of 
one  chief  and  four  afliftant  juftices,  whofe  commiftions  are 
during  pleafure.  The  chief  juftice  is  ufually  appointed  in 
England,  a profeflional  man,  and  receives  a falary  of  600 
per  annum.  The  four  affiftant  juftices  are  ufually  appointed  by 
the  governor  from  among  the  gentlemen  of  the  ifland,  and  aft 
without  falary. 

3dly,  The  gourt  of  exchequer.  The  barons. in- this  court 

ar« 


are  commiffioned  in  like  manner  as  in  the  court  of  common 
pleas.  But  this  court  is  lately  grown  into  difufe. 


4thly,  The  court  of  admiralty,  for  trial  of  all  prize  caufes  of 
capture  from  enemies  in  war,  and  of  revenue  feizures  in  peace 
or  war.  There  is  one  judge  of  admirtilty  and  one  furrogate. 

Lastly,  The  governor  and  council  compofe  a court  of 
error,  as  in  Jamaica,  for  trying  all  appeals  of  error  from  the 
court  of  common  pleas.- 

Although  there  is  no  latY  of  Grenada  declaring  an  adop- 
tion of  the  laws  of  England,  yet  it  has  been  always  the  practice 
of  the  courts,  to  confider  both  the  common  and  ftatute  law  of 
England  to  extend  to  Grenada  in  all  applicable  cafes,  not 
otherwife  provided  for  by  particular  laws  of  the  iiland.  So  in 
like  manner  the  pradlice  of  the  courts  in  Weftminfler  Hall,  and 
authentick  reports  of  adjudged  cafes  there,  are  reforted  to, 
v/hen  precedents  and  authorities  are  wanting  in  the  Hand.  In 
the  cafe  of  its  Jlave  laws,  it  may  be  faid  with  truth  and  juftice, 
that  the  alTembly  of  this  Hand  have  fhewn  a liberality  of  fenti- 
ment  which  refledls  the  highefl:  honour  on  their  characters, 
both  as  legHatures  and  chriftians. 

I HAVE  now  furnilhed  the  reader  with  all  the  information  I 
have  collected,  concerning  the  pafh  hHory  and  prefent  ftate  of 
the  ifland  of  Grenada,  and  if  it  fhall  be  thought  deficient  or 
uninftruCtive,  the  fault  is  not  in  the  want  of  materials,  but  in 
the  workman.  Something  however  remains  to  be  obferved 
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concerning  fuch  of  the  Grenadines  as  are  dependent  on  the 
Grenada  government,  the  chief  of  which  are  Cariacou  and  Me 
Ronde.  The  former  contains  6913  acres  of  land,  and  in 
general  it  is  fertile  and  well  cultivated ; producing  in  feafonable 
years  a million  of  pounds  of  cotton  for  exportation,  bciides 
corn,  yams,  potatoes,  and  plantains  fufficient  for  the  mainte- 
nance of  its  negroes.  The  cultivation  of  fugar  has  been  found - 
lefs  fuccefsful  in  this  ifland  than  cotton,  though  it  flill  con- 
tinues to  be  made  on  two  plantations.  Me  Ronde  contains 
about  500  acres  of  excellent  land,  which  are  wholly  applied  to 
pafturage,  and  the  cultivation  of  cotton.  It  is  lituated  about 
midway  between  Cariacou  and  the  north  end  of  Grenada,  about 
four  leagues  from  each. 

I CLOSE  my  account  of  this  colony,  as  of  Barbadoes,  with: 
an  authentick  return  by  the  Infpedtor  General  of  Great  Bri- 
tain, of  the  exports  from  Grenada  and  its  dependencies,  for  the 
year  1787J  containing  alfo  an  eftimate  of  the  actual  value  oT 
the  feveral  articles  at  the  Britifh  market : 
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POSTSCRIPT  to  tht  HISTORY  of  GRENADA. 


The  firft  edition  of  this  work  having  fallen  into  the 


hands  of  a gentleman  of  diftinguilhed  abilities  and 
learning  (one  of  his  Majefty’s  Serjeants  at  Law)  he 


was  pleafed,  at  the  author’s  requeft,  to  communicate 


his  thoughts  in  writing  on  the  dodtrine  maintained  by 


Lord  Mansfield,  concerning  the  legal  authority  of  the 
crown  over  conquered  countries,  as  flated  in  page  362 
of  this  volume,  which  I have  great  pleafure  in  prefent- 


4ng  to  the  reader  in  the  precife  words  in  which  they 


were  given  : 

the  ground  upon  which  the  court  refted  their  judgment  Poftfenpt. 
in  the  cafe  of  Grenada,  was  clearly  fufficient  to  warrant  ^ ^ 


that  judgment,  even  admitting  the  dodtrine  laid  down  by  Lord 


Mansfield  on  the  other  point  to  be  well  founded ; but  nothing 
can  be  more  unfounded  than  that  dodtrine  : — every  propofitlon 
upon  which  it  is  made  to  reft,  is  a fallacy.  I deny  that  the 
king  (at  leaft  fince  the  conftitution  has  had  its  prefent  form) 
can  ^^arbitrarily  grant  or  refufe  a capitulation.”  The  power  of 
granting  or  refufing  a capitulation,  in  the  cafe  of  a fiege  or  in- 
vafion,  is  certainly  vefted  in  him ; but  it  is  vefted  in  him,  like 
every  other  power  with  which  he  is  entrufted  by  the  Britilh 
conftitution,  to  be  exercifed  according  to  the  ufage  which 
has  prevailed  in  like  cafes.  If  that  power  ftiould  be  abufed. 
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bis  officers  and  minifters  muft  anfwer  to  the  publick  for  their 
inifcondudt. 

**  For  the  fame  reafon  I deny  that  “ the  king  can  put  the  in- 
habitants of  a conquered  country  to  the  fword,  or  other  wife 
exterminate  them,”  unlefs  fuch  feverity  be  fully  juftified  by 
the  laws  of  war,  as  they  are  underftood  amongft  civilized 
nations. 

\ 

**  But,  fuppofing  that  a cafe  ffiould  happen  wherein  fuch 
feverity  would  be  juftifiable,  I deny  that, 'Upon  the  extermi- 
nation of  the  enemy,  the  lands  would  belong  to  the  king  him- 
felf : I fay  they  would  belong  to  the  ftate ; and  that  they 
would  be  fubjedt,  not  merely  to  the  king,  but  to  the  fovereign 
power  which  governs  the  Britiffi  dominions.  If  the  king 
receives  the  inhabitants  under  his  protedtion,  and  grants 
them  their  property,  I deny  that  he  has  power  to  fix  fuch 
terms  and  conditions  as  he  thinks  proper ; for  he  cannot  re- 
ferve  to  himfelf,  in  his  individual  capacity,  legiflative  power 
over  them : that  would  be  to  exclude  the  authority  of  the 
Britiffi  legiflature  from  the  government  of  a country  fubdued 
by  Britiffi  forces,  and  would  be  an  attempt  to  eredf  imperium 
in  imperio.  One  confequence  of  this  would  be,  that  fuch 
conquered  territory  might  defeend  to  an  heir  of  the  king  not 
qualified,  according  to  the  adt  of  fettlement,  to  fucceed  to  the 
crown  of  Great  Britain.  The  king  might  give  It  to  a younger 
fon,  or  beftow  it  on  a flranger.  A thoufand  other  abfurd 
confequences  might  be  pointed  out,  as  refulting  from  fuch 
incongruity. 


Poftfeript. 
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**  I ADMIT  that  the  king  (fubjed  to  the  refponribillty  of  his 
minifters)  may  yield  up  a conquell,  or  retain  it,  a€  he  fees  heft  j 
but  I deny,  for  the  reafons  above  hinted  at,  that  he  can  impofc 
what  terms  he  pleafes,  or  that  he  can  arbitrarily  change  the 
law  or  political  form  of  its  government.  I think  he  may 
agree,  upon  the  capitulation,  that  the  conquered  people  fliall 
continue  to  enjoy  their  ancient  religion  and  laws,  and  even 
this  muft  be  Jub  modo  ; but  I deny  that  he  could,  by  his  own 
authority,  grant  thefe  things  after  the  capitulation  j for  that 
would  amount  to  an  exercife  of  independent  fovereignty.  The 
fallacy  of  Lord  Mansfield’s  argument,  proceeds  from  an  endeavour 
to  confound  the  king’s  civil  and  military  charadters,  and  to 
perpetuate  in  the  chief  executive  magiftrate,  the  vafl.  powers 
with  which  it  is  neceflary  to  invefi;  the  generaliflimo  of  the 
armies,  during  the  continuance  of  military  operations.  The 
moment  thefe  operations  ceafe,  he  refumes  his  civil  character, 
and  in  that  charadter  no  man  will  venture  to  affert  that,  as  king 
of  Great  Britain,  he  has  the  prerogative  of  being  a defpot  in 
any  part  of  his  dominions. 


Poftfcript. 
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« With  relpedt  to  the  cafes  of  Ireland,  Wales,  and  Berwick, 
even  taking  them  precifely  as  Lord  Mansfield  puts  them,  I 
think  they  do  not  weigh  a feather  in  the  argument.  Thofe 
cafes  happened  long  before  the  Englifh  conftitution  had  re- 
duced itfelf  to  its  prefent  form,  confequently,  before  the  rights 
of  the  people  were  afcertained  and  defined  as  they  exift  at 
prefent.  If  a few  inftances  of  the  exercife  of  arbitrary  power 
by  the  ancient  kings  of  England,  are  to  be  received  as  decifive 

3 D 2 cafes. 


388 

Poftfcript, 

BOOK 

III. 


HISTORY  OF  THE 

cafes,  to  fhew  what  are  the  powers  of  the  crown  at  this  dajr> 
I think  it  would  be  no  very  difficult  talk  to  find  authorities, 
even  as  low  down  as  the  reigns  of  the  Plantagenets  and 
Stuarts,  to  prove  that  the  Britiffi  government  ought  to  be  a. 
pure  defpotifm ! 
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St.  VINCENT  and  its  DEPENDENCIES, 

, AND 

DOMINICA. 

4 


TH  E civil  hiftory  of  thefe  Iflands  may  be  comprifed  with-  c H A*P, 
in  a narrow  compafs } for  the  fovereignty  of  them  having  III. 
been  long  an  objedl  of  difpute  between  the  crowns  of  Great  - 
Britain  and  France,  the  rightful  poffelTors,  the  Charaibes,  de- 
rived that  fecurity  from  the  reciprocal  envy  and  avarice  of  the 
contending  parties,  which  they  might  have  expected  in  vain 
from  their  jultice  and  humanity.  As  both  St.  Vincent  and- 
Dominica  were  included,  with  many  other  iflands,  in  the  Earl 
of  Carlifle’s  patent,  it  is  not  wonderful  that  attempts  were 
made,  at  different  times,  to  bring  them  under  the  Englifli  do- 
minion. Thefe  attempts  the  French  conftantly  oppofed,  with 
defign,  it  was  urged,  fecretly  and  furreptitioufly  to  occupy  the 
Iflands  themfelves  3 and  their  condud;  towards  the  Charaibes  - 
on  other,  occafions  feems  to  juflify  the  fuggeflion. 

BUT3, 
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But,  whatever  might  have  been  their  motives,  they  exerted 
themfelves  with  fuch  effeft,  that  the  Englifh  were -compelled 
to  relinquifh  all  hopes  of  obtaining  thefe  Iflands  by  force  j — 
for  by  the  treaty  of  Aix  la  Chapelle  (1748)  St.  Vincent,  Do- 
minica, St.  Lucia,  and  Tobago,  were  declared  neutral,  and  the 
ancient  proprietors  (fuch  as  remained  of  them)  were  at  length 
left  in  unmolefted  poffefllon. 

The  difputes  and  hoftilities  which  thefe  attempts  .of  the 
Englifh  on  the  one  hand,  and  refiflance  of  the  French  on  the 
other,  gave  rife  to,  in  this  part  of  the  world,  are  no  longer  in- 
terefting,  and  therefore  need  not  be  brought  again  to  remem- 
brance. The  depravity  and  injuftice  of  mankind  are  at  all 
times  fubjedls  of  unpleafing  fpeculation ; but  the  fubfequent 
condudl  of  both  nations,  refpedling  the  Iflands  which  they  had 
declared  neutral,  is  too  remarkable  to  be  overlooked,  even  if 
hiilorical  precifion  did  not,  as  in  the  prefent  cafe  it  does,  re- 
quire me  to  relate  the  circumftances  attending  it. 

The  treaty  of  neutrality  was  no  fooner  concluded,  than  both 
Englifh  and  French  appeared  diflatisfied  with  the  arrangement 
which  they  had  made.  The  latter  feem  not  to  have  confldered 
until  it  was  too  late,  that  by  reftridting  the  Englifh'from  the 
occupancy  of  thofe  countries,  on  the  ground  of  right  in  a third 
party,  they  precluded  themfelves  at  the  fame  time.  The  En- 
glifli,  on  the  other  hand,  difcovered  that,  by  acceding  to  the 
compromife,  they  had  given  up  St.  Lucia,  an  Ifland  worth  all 
the  refl:,  and  to  which  it  mufl:  be  owned  we  had  fomc  colour- 
able pretenflons,  founded  on  a treaty  entered  into  with  the  Cha- 
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raibean  inhabitants  in  1664,  fix  hundred  of  whom  attended  an 
armament  that  was  fent  thither  by  Lord  Willoughby,  and 
actually  put  the  Englilh  publickly  and  formally  into  poffeflion. 

Both  nations  being  thus  alike  diflatisfied  with  an  arrange- 
ment which  left  nothing  to  either,  it  may  be  fuppofed,  that  on 
the  conclufion  of  the  war  which  broke  out  a few  years  after- 
wards, a very  different  ftipulation  took  place.  The  French  no 
longer  pleaded  fcruples  on  behalf  of  the  Charaibes,  but  very 
cordially  concurred  with  the  Englifh  in  dividing  the  fpoil.  By 
the  9th  article  of  the  peace  of  Paris,  figned  the  10th  of  February, 
1763,  the  three ‘iilands  of  Dominica,  St.  Vincent,  and  Tobago, 
were  afligned  to  Great  Britain  j and  St.  Lucia  to  France,  in  full 
and  perpetual  fovereignty ; the  Charaibes  not  being  once  men- 
tioned in  the  whole  tranfaftlon,  as  if  no  fuch  people  exifted. 

They  were  in  truth  reduced  to  a miferable  remnant. — Of 
the  ancient,  or,  as  they  were  called  by  the  Englifh,  Red  Cha- 
raibes, not  more  than  a hundred  families  furvived  in  1763,  and 
of  all  their  ancient  extenfive  poffellions,  thefe  poor  people 
retained  only  a mountainous  difl:ri<5l  in  the  Ifland  of  St. 
Vincent  (aj.  Of  this  Ifland  and  its  dependencies  I fhall  now 
treat,  referring  Dominica  for  a feparate  fedlion. 

(a)  See  the  plate  annexed,  which  contains  an  accurate  delineation  of  a family 
©f  thefe  poor  people  ftill  exifting  in  this  ifland,  under  the  patronage  and  proteftion 
of  Sir  William  Young,  Bart,  to  whom  I am  proud  to  acknowledge  my  obligations, 
for  the  valuable  afliftance  he  has  given  me  in  rendering  this  edition  of  my  work 
lels  unworthy  the  notice  of  the  publick  than  the  former. 
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Section  I. 

St.V  VINCENT, 

BOOK  " THE  Spaniards  (fays  Docftor  Campbell)  beflowed  the 
III.  <t  name  of  St.  Vincent  upon  this  Ifland,  becaufe  they  difcover- 
“ ed  it  upon  the  2 2d  of  January,  which  in  their  calendar  is  St, 
Vincent’s  day,  but  it  does  not  appear  that  they  were  ever, 
**  properly  fpeaking,  in  poffeffion  of  it ; the  Indians  being  very 
“ numerous  here,  on  account  of  its  being  the  rendezvous  of 
their  expeditions  to  the  continent.”  Unfortunately,  how- 
ever, neither  their  numbers,  nor  the  natural  ftrength  of  the 
country,  exempted  them  from  hoflility.  What  avarice  had  in 
vain  attempted,  accident  accompliflied,  by  procuring  an  efla- 
blilhment  among  them  for  a race  of  people,  whom,  though  at 
firft  beheld  by  the  native  Charaibes  with  contempt  or  pity, 
they  have  fince  found  formidable  rivals  and  mercilefs  con- 
querors. Thefe  people  have  been  long  diftinguifhed,  how- 
ever improperly,  by  the  name  of  tlie  Bhick  Charaibes. 

» i 1 

Of  the  origin  of  thefe  intruders,  and  their  ancient  connection 
with  the  native  Charaibes,  the  bed  account  that  I have  been 
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able  to  find  is  in  a fmall  trcatife  of  the  author  above  quoted, 
(Do6tor  Campbell)  entitled  “ Candid  and  impartial  confidera- 
tions  on  the  nature  of  the  Sugar- trade,"  which  being  equally 
authentick  and  curious,  I fhall  prefent  to  my  readers  entire  j and 
with  the  lefs  fcruple,  becaufe  it  confifts  chiefly  of  an  official 
paper  which  cannot  be  abridged  without  injury. 

**  In  1672,  King  Charles  thought  fit  to  divide  thefe  govern- 
ments, and  by  a new  commiflion  appointed  Lord  Willoughby 
Governor  of  Barbadoes,  St.  Lucia,  St.  Vincent,  and  Dominica; 
Sir  William  Stapleton  being  appointed  Governor  of  the  other 
Leeward  Ifles,  and  this  reparation  has  fubfifted  ever  fince,  the 
fame  Illands  being  conflantly  inferted  in  every  new  Governor’s 
patent.  On  the  demife  of  Lord  Willoughby,  Sir  Jonathan 
Atkins  was  appointed  Governor  of  Barbadoes,  and  the  reft  of 
thefe  Iflands,  and  fo  continued  till  1680,  when  he  was  fuc- 
ceeded  by  Sir  Richard  Dutton,  who  being  fent  for  to  England 
in  1685,  appointed  Colonel  Edwin  Stede  Lieutenant  Governor, 
who  vigoroufly  aflerted  our  rights  by  appointing  Deputy  Go- 
vernors for  the  other  Iflands  j and  particularly  fent  Captain 
Temple  hither  to  prevent  the  French  from  wooding  and  water- 
ing without  our  permiflion,  to  which  they  had  been  encouraged 
by  the  inattention  of  the  former  Governors ; perfifting  fteadily 
in  this  condud:,  till  it  was  fignified  to  him,  as  we  have  had  oc- 
cafion  to  remark  before,  that  the  king  had  figned  an  ad  of 
neutrality,  and  that  commiflioners  were  appointed  by  the  two 
courts,  to  fettle  all  differences  relative  to  thefe  Iflands. 

**  Some  years  after,  a fhip  from  Guinea,  with  a large  cargo 
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of  flaves,  was  cither  wrecked  or  run  on  fliore  upon  the  Ifland  of 
St.  Vincent,  into  the  woods  and  mountains  of  which  great 
numbers  of  the  negroes  eCcSiped  faj.  Here,  whether  willingly 
or  unwillingly  is  a little  uncertain,  the  Indians  fuffercd  them  to 
remain,  and  partly  by  the  acceflicn  of  runaway  Haves  from  Bar- 
badoes,  partly  by  the  children  they  had  by  the  Indian  women, 
they  became  very  numerous  j fo  that  about  the  beginning  of 
the  current  century  they  conftrained  the  Indians  to  retire  into- 
the  north-wed;  part  of  the  ifland.  Thefe  people,  as  may  be 
reafonably  fuppofed,  were  much  dilfatisfied  with  this  treatment ; 
and  complained  of  it  occafionally  both  to  the  Englifh  and  to  the 
French,  that  came  to  wood  and  water  amongft  them.  The 
latter  at  length  fuffered  themfelves  to  be  prevailed  upon  to  at- 
tack thefe  invaders,  in  the  caiife  of  their  old  allies ; and  from  a 
perfuafion  that  they  fliould  find  more  difficulty  in  dealing  with 
thefe  Negroes,  in  cafe  they  were  fuffered  to  ffrengthen  them- 
felves, than  with  the  Indians.  After  much  deliberation,  in  the 
year  lyip*  they  came  with  a confiderable  force  from  Martinic©, 
and  landing  without  much  oppofition,  began  to  burn  the  Negro 
huts  and  deftroy  their  plantations,  fuppofing  that  the  Indians 
would  have  attacked  them  in  the  mountains,  which  if  they  had 
done,  the  blacks  had  probably  been  extirpated,  or  forced  to 
fubmit  and  become  Haves.  But  either  from  fear  or  policy,  the 
Indians  did  nothing,  and  the  Negroes  fallying  in  the  night,  and 
retreating  to  inacceffible  places  in  the  day,  deftroyed  fo  many  of 
the  French,  (amongH:  whom  was  Mr.  Paulian,  major  of  M-ar- 
tinique,  who  commanded  them)  that  they  were  forced  to  re- 

(a)  I am  informed  by  Sir  William  Young,  who  is  pcrfeiSlly  well  acquainted 
with  thefe  people,  that  they  were  originally  a race  of  Mocoes^  a tribe  or  nation  from 
the  Bight  of  Benin. 
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tire.  When  by  this  experiment  they  were  convinced  that  CHAP, 
force  would  not  do,  they  had  recourfe  to  fair  means,  and  by  ^ 

dint  of  perfualions  and  prefents,  patched  up  a peace  with  the 
Negroes  as  well  as  the  Indians,  from  which  they  received  great 
advantage. 

Things  were  in  this  fituation  when  Captain  Uring  came 
with  a confiderable  armament  to  take  poffeflion  of  St.  Lucia 
and  this  Ifland,  in  virtue  of  a grant  from  our  late  fovereign  King 
George  I.  to  the  late  Duke  of  Montague.  When  the  French 
had  diflodged  this  gentleman,  by  a fuperior  force  from  St. 

Lucia,  he  fent  Captain  Braithwaite  to  try  what  could  be  done 
at  the  Ifland  of  St.  Vincent,  in  which  he  was  not  at  all  more 
fuccefsful,  as  will  bed:  appear  from  that  gentleman’s  report  to 
Mr.  Uring,  which,  as  it  contains  feveral  curious  circumflances 
relative  to  the  country,  and  to  the  two  independent  nations 
who  then  inhabited  it,  belongs  properly  to  this  fubjedl,  and 
cannot  but  prove  entertaining  to  the  reader.  The  paper  is 
without  date,  but  it  appears  from  Mr.  Uring’s  memoirs  that 
this  tranfa(5tion  happened  in  the  fpring  of  the  year  1723,” 

“ T H E R E P O R T. 

“In  purfuance  of  a refolution  in  council,  and  your  order  for 
“ fo  doing,  the  day  you  failed  with  his  Grace’s  colony  for  An- 
“ tego,  I .failed  with  the  Griffin  floop,  in  company  Vv^ith  his 
.“1  Majefly’s  fliip  the  Winchelfea,  to  St.  Vincent;  V/e  made 
“ the  ifland  that  night,  and  next  morning  run  along  fliore,  and 
“ faw  feveral  Indian  huts,  but  as  yet  no  Indians  came  off  to  us, 

“ nor  could  we  get  alhore  to  them,  by  reafon  there  was  no 
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**  ground  to  anchor  in.  Towards  the  evening,  two  Indians- 
**  came  on  board,  and  told  us,  we  might  anchor  in  a bay  to 
**  leeward,  and  when  we  were  at  anchor  they  would  bring 
**  their  General  on  board.  Here  we  came  to  an  anchor  in  deep 
**  water,  and  very  dangerous  for  the  Hoop.  One,  whom  they 
**  call  General,  came  on  board,  with  feveral  others,  to  the  num- 
ber  of  twenty-two.  I entertained  them  veiy  handfomely, 
and  made  the  Chief  fome  trifling  prefen  ts,  but  found  he  was 
**  a perfon  of  no  confequence,  and  that  they  called  him 
to  get  fome  prefent  from  me.  H6re  two  of  the  Indians  were 
**  fo  drunk  they  would  not  go  afliore,  but  Raid  on  board  fome 
**  days,  and  were  well  entertained.  After  this,  little  winds  and 
“ great  currents  drove  us  olf  for  feveral  days ; but  at  lafl:,  we 
**  came  to  an  anchor  in  a fpacious  bay,  to  leeward  of  all  the 
**  ifland,  the  draught  of  which  I ordered  to  be  taken  by  our 
‘‘  furveyor,  for  your  better  underflranding  the  place,  being  the 
“ only  one  where  a fettlement  could  be  made.  The  /hip  and 
**  floop  were  fcarce  come  to  anchor,  before  the  flrand  of  the 
/bore  was  covered  with  Indians,  and  among  them  we  could 
**  difcover  a white,  who  proved  to  be  a Frenchman.  I took 
Captain  Watfon  in  the  boat  with  me,  with  a Frenchman, 
“ and  immediately  went  a/hore.  As  foon  as  I came  among/1: 
^ them,  I a/ked  them,  why  they  appeared  all  armed  ? For  every 
**  man  had  cutlafles,  fome  had  mufquets,  piftols,  bows  and 
“ arrows,  &:c.  They  with  very  little  ceremony  inclofed  me, 
•*  and  carried  me  up  the  country  about  a mile,  over  a little 
“ rivulet,  where  I was  told  I was  to  fee  their  General.  I found*^ 
**  him  fltting  amid/l  a guard  of  about  a hundred  Indians,  thofe 
“ neare/I  his  perfon  had  mufquets,  the  reft  bows  and  arrows, 

“ and 


WEST  INDIES. 


J97 


**  and  great  filence.  He  ordered  me  a feat,  and  a Frenchman  CHAP. 
“ flood  at  his  right  hand,  for  an  interpreter : he  demanded  of  , 

**  me,  w hat  brought  me  into  his  country,  and  of  what  nation  ? 

**  I told  him  Englifh,  and  I was  put  in  to  wood  and  water,  as 
‘‘  not  caring  to  fay  any  thing  elfe  before  the  Frenchman  ; but 
**  told  him  if  he  v/ould  be  pleafed  to  come  on  board  our  Ihips,. 

“ I would  leave  Englifhmen  in  hoflage  for  him  and  thofe  he 
fhould  be  pleafed  to  bring  with  him ; but  I could  not  prevail 
“ with  him  either  to  come  on  board,  or  fuffer  me  to  have  wood 
“ and  water.  He  faid  he  was  informed  we  were  come  to  force 
“ a fettlement,  and  we  had  no  other  way  to  remove  that  jea- 
**  loufy  but  to  get  under  fail.  As  foon  as  I found  what  influence 
**  the  Frenchman’s  company  had  upon  them,  I took  my  leave, 

“ after  making  fuch  replies  as  I thought  proper,  and  returned 
“ to  my  boat  under  a guard.  When  I came  to  the  fliore,  I 
“ found  the  guard  there  were  increafed  by  a number  of  Ne- 
“ groes,  all  armed  with  fuzees.  I got  in  my  boat,  without  any 
**  injury,  and  went  on  board  to  Captain  Orme,  and  told  hini 
**  my  ill  fuccefs. 

“ Immediately  after,  I fent  on  fhorc  the  fliip’s  boat  with 
a mate,  with  rum,  beef  and  bread,  &c.  with  fome  cutlaffes, 

**  and  ordered  a Frenchman  who  went  with  the  mate,  to  deflre 
**  the  guard  to  condud:  them  to  their  General,  and  to  tell  him, 
that  though  he  denied  me  the  common  good  of  water  and  a 
**  little  ufelefs  wood,  neverthelefs  I had  fent  him  fuch  refrefh- 
**  ments  as  our  fhips  afforded.  Our  people  found  the  French- 
“ man  gone,  and  that  then  the  Indian  General  feemed  pleafed, 

“ and  received  what  was  fent  him,  and  in  return  fent  me  bows 
**  and  arrows.!’ 
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**  Our  people  had  not  been  long  returned  before  tbeir  Gene- 
“ ral  fent  a canoe,  with  two  chief  Indians,  who  fpoke  very 
good  French,  to  thank  me  for  my  prefents,  and  to  alk  pardon 
for  his  refufing  me  wood  and  water,  and  allured  me  I might 
have  what  I pleafed ; and  they  had  orders  to  tell  me,  if  I 
‘‘  pleafed  to  go  alhore  again,  they  were  to  remain  hodages  for 
my  civil  treatment.  I fent  them  on  board  the  man  of  war, 
“ and  with  Captain  Watfon  went  on  Ihore.  I was  well  receiv- 
“ ed,  and  conducted  as  before.  But  now  I found  the  brother 
“ of  the  chief  of  the  Negroes  was  arrived,  with  five  hundred 
“ Negroes,  mod  armed  with  fuzees.  They  told  my  interpret 
“ ter  they  were  afiured  we  were  come  to  force  a fettlement,  or 
“ elfe  they  w'ould  not  have  denied  me  what  they  never  before 
**  denied  any  Englilh,  viz.  wood  and  water  : But,  if  I pleafed,  I 
“ might  take  in  what  I wanted  under  a guard.  Finding  them 
“ in  fo  good  a humour,  I once  more  introduced  the  defire  I had 
“ to  entertain  them  on  board  our  diips,  and  with  fome  difiicul- 
“ ty  prevailed  with  them,  by  leaving  Captain  Watfon  on  diore 
“ under  their  guard  as  a hodage.  I carried  them  on  board 
“ the  King’s  diip,  where  they  were  well  entertained  by  Captain 
Orme,  who  gave  the  Indian  General  a fine  fuzee  of  his  own, 
“ and  to  the  Chief  of  the  Negroes  fomething  that  pleafed  him. 
“ Captain  Orme  alfured  him  of  the  friendlhip  of  the  King  of 
“ England,  &c.  The  Negroe  Chief  fpoke  excellent  French, 
“ and  gave  anfwers  with  the  French  compliments.  After- 
wards  I carried  them  on  board  the  Duke’s  doop,  and  after 
**  opening  their  hearts  with  wine,  for  they  fcorned  to  drink 
“ rum,  I thought  it  a good  time  to  tell  them  my  commiflion, 
and  what  brought  me  on  their  coad.  They  told  me  it  was 
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well  I had  not  mentioned  it  afhore,  for  their  power  could 
not  have  protected  me  ; that  it  was  impoffible  ; the  Dutch 
had  before  attempted  it,  but  were  glad  to  retire.  They  like- 
“ wife  told  me,  two  French  {loops  had,  the  day  before  we  came, 
**  been  amongft  them,  gave  them  arms  and  ammunition,  and 
“ allured  them  of  the  whole  force  of  Martinico  for  their  pro- 
tedlion  againft  us.  They  told  them  alfo,  that  they  had  drove 
“ us  from  St.  Lucia,  and  that  now  we  were  come  to  endeavour 
to  force  a fettlement  there ; and,  notwithftanding  all  our 
“ ipccious  pretences,  when  we  had  power,  we  (hould  enflave 
them ; but  declared  they  would  truft  no  Europeans ; that 
“ they  owned  themfelves  under  the  protedtion  of  the  French, 
but  would  as  foon  oppofe  their  fettling  amongfl  them,  or  any 
“ adt  of  force  from  them,  as  us,  as  they  had  lately  given  an  ex- 
“ ample,  by  killing  feveral ; and  they  further  told  me,  it  was 
“ by  very  large  prefents  the  French  ever  got  in  their  favour 
again ; but  they  refolved  never  to  put  it  in  the  power  of  any 
European  to  hurt  them.  They  advifed  me  to  think  what 
“ they  laid  was  an  adl  of  friendfhip.  This  being  all  I could 
get  from  them,  I difmiffed  them  with  fuch  prefents  as  his 
“ Grace  ordered  for  that  fervice,  with  a difcharge  of  cannon, 

“ and  received  in  return  as  regular  vollies  of  final!  fhot  as  I 
“ ever  heard.  In  the  night  the  Wincbelfea  drove  from  her 
“ anchors,  which  as  foon  as  I perceived,  and  had  received 
“ Captain  Watfon  from  the  fliore,  I got  under  fail,  and  flood 
“ to  the  man  of  war.” 

Such  is  the  hiflory  of  a very  weak  and  fruitlefs  attempt 
which  was  made,  under  the  authority  of  the  Britidi  govern- 
ment. 
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ment,  to  obtain  poffefllon  of  this  ifland  in  the  year  1723  : an 
interval  of  forty  years  fucceeds,  in  which  I find  no  occurrence  in 
its  hiftory  that  deferves  recital.  The  country  became  a theatre 
of  favage  hoftilities  between  the  Negroes  and  the  Charaibes,  in 
which  it  is  believed  that  the  former  were  generally  victorious 
it  is  certain  that  they  proved  fo  in  the  end,  their  numbers,  in 
1 763,  being  computed  at  two  thoufand  j whereas  of  the  red  or 
native  Charaibes,  there  were  not  left  (as  hath  already  been  ob- 
ferved)  more  than  one  hundred  families,  and  mod  of  thefe,  if  I 
am  rightly  informed,  are  by  this  time  exterminated.  It  is  how- 
ever worthy  of  remark,  that  the  African  intruders  have  adopted 
mod  of  the  Charaibean  manners  and  cudoms ; among  the  red, 
the  practice  of  flattening  the  foreheads  of  their  infants,  as  de- 
feribed  in  the  fird  part  of  this  work,  and  perhaps  it  was  chiefly 
from  this  circumdance  that  they  acquired  the  appellation  of  the 
black  Charaibes. 


The  fird  meafure  of  the  Englifh  government  in  refpeCt 
to  this  ifland,  after  the  peace  of  Paris,  was  to  difpofe  of  the 
lands — I dare  not  fay  to  the  bed  advantage;  for  no  lefs  than 
24,000  acres,  being  more  than  one-fourth  part  of  the  whole 
country,  were  gratuitoufly  affigned  over  to  two  individuals  (a)» 
The  remainder  was  ordered  to  be  fold  for  the  benefit  of  the 
publick,  and  20,538  acres  were  accordingly  difpofe d of  by  auc- 
tion for  the  fum  of  162,8  54.  I IJ-.  7^.  derling As  nearly 

one 

( a)  Mr.  Swinburne  had  twenty  thoufand  acres,  and  General  Monckton  four 
thoufand. 

The  Lords  of  the  Treafury  fixed  a minimum,  below  which  no  letiid  could 
be  fold,  which  was  5 fterling  per  acre  for  every  acre  of  cleared  land,  and  twenty 
§ Ibillings 
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one  half  the  country  was  judged  unfit  for  any  profitable  cul- 
tivation, thefe  grants  and  fales  comprehended  all  the  lands, 
of  any  kind  of  value,  from  one  end  of  the  ifland  to  the  other. 
The  commilfioners  indeed  were  directed  not  to  furvey  or  dif- 
pofe  of  any  of  the  lands  inhabited  or  claimed  by  the  Charaibes, 
until  they  ihould  receive  further  inftrudlions  from  the  crown  j 
but  as  it  was  impofiible  to  afcertain  how  far  the  claims  of 
thefe  people  extended,  the  furvey  alone  was  poftponed,  and 
the  fales  were  fuffered  to  proceed,  to  the  amount  that  I have 
mentioned  i no  doubt  being  entertained  by  the  feveral  pur- 
chafers,  that  the  Britifii  government  would  ratify  the  adts  of  its 
commifiioners,  and  put  them  into  poiTefllon  of  the  lands  which 
they  had  bought,  without  any  regard  to  the  claims  of  the  Cha- 
raibes of  either  race  ; which  in  truth  were  confidered  as  of  no 
.confequence  or  validity. 

By  what  arts  of  perfuafion  the  Britifii  government  was  in- 
duced to  give  its  fandtion  and  fupport  to  the  meafures  which 
followed,  it  is  now  ufelefs  to  enquire  j but  pofterity  will  learn 
with  indignation,  that  the  fales  and  allotments  I have  men- 

fhillings  for  every  acre  In  wood,  and  the  principal  conditions  of  fale  were  thefe, 
“ that  every  purchafer  (hould  pay  down  twenty  per  cent,  of  the  whole  purchafe 
money,  togedier  with  fix-pence  fterling/>^r  acre,  for  the  expence  of  furveying  the 
land,  and  that  the  remainder  of  the  purchafe  money  fhould  he  fecured  by  bonds  j 
tabe  paid  by  equal  inftalments  In  the  fpace  of  five  years  next  after  the  date  of  the 
grant.  >That  each  purchafer  fhould  keep  on  the  lands  fo  by  him  purchafed,  one 
white  man,  or  two  white  women,  for  every  hundred  acres  of  land,  as  it  became 
cleared,  for  the  purpofe  of  cultivating  the  famej  or  in  default  thereof,  or  non- 
payment of  the  remainder  of  the  purchafe  money,  the  lands  were  to  be  forfeited  to 
the  crown.”  Some  of  the  lands  fold  extravagantly  high,  as  far  as  fifty  pounds  fter- 
ling  ptr  acre. 

VoL.  I.  3 F tioned. 


402 


BOOK 

III. 


» 


§ 


H I S T O ll  Y O F T H E 

• tioned,  gave  rife  to  a war  with  the  Charaibes,  in  the  courfe 
of  which,  it  became  the  avowed  intention  of  government  to 
exterminate  thofe  miferable  people  altogether,  or,  by  conveying 
them  to  a barren  ifland  on  the  coaft  of  Africa,  confign  them 
over  to  lingering  deftrudtion.  By  repeated  protells  and  repre- 
fentations  from  the  military  officers  employed  in  this  difgrace- 
ful  buhnefs,  and  the  dread  of  parliamentary  enquiry,  admini- 
ftration  at  length  thought  proper  to  defift,  and  the  Charaibes, 
after  furrendering  part  of  their  lands,  were  permitted  to  enjoy 
the  remainder  unmolefled,  and  they  polTefs  them,  I believe, 
to  this  hour. 

On  the  19th  of  June  1779,  St.  Vincent’s  ffiared  the  common 
fate  of  moft  of  the  Britiffi  Weft  Indian  polTeffions,  in  that  un- 
fortunate war  with  America,  which  fwallowed  up  all  the  re- 
fources  of  the  nation,  being  captured  by  a frnall  body  of  troops 
from  Martinico,  confifting  of  only  four  hundred  and  fifty  men, 
commanded  by  a Lieutenant  in  the  French  navy.  The  black 
Charaibes  however,  as  might  have  been  expedled,  immediately 
joined  the  enemy,  and  there  is  no  doubt  that  the  terror  which 
feized  the  Britifh  inhabitants,  from  an  apprehenfion  that  thofe 
people  would  proceed  to  the  moft  bloody  enormities,  contributed 
to  the  very  ealy  vicftory  which  was  obtained  by  the  invaders;  for 
the  ifland  furrendered  without  a ftruggle.  The  terms  of  capi- 
tulation were  favourable,  and  the  ifland  waa  reftored  to  the  do- 
minion of  Great  Britain  by  the  general  pacification  of  1783. 
It  contained  at  that  time  fixty-one  fugar  eftates,  five  hOndred 
acres  in  coft'ee,  two  hundred  acres  in  cacao,  four  hundred  in 
cotton,  fifty  in  indigo,  and  five  hundred  in  tobacco,  befides 

land 
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land  appropriated  to  the  raifing  provhions,  fuch  as  plantains, 
yams,  maize,  &c.  All  the  reft  of  the  country,  excepting  the 
few  fpots  that  had  been  cleared  from  time  to  time  by  the  Cha- 
raibes,  retained  its  native  woods,  and  moft  of  it,  I believe,  con- 
tinues in  the  fame  ftate  to  the  prefent  hour, 

St.  Vincent’s  contains  about  84,000  acres,  which  are 
every  where  well  watered,  but  the  country  is  very  generally 
mountainous  and  rugged ; the  intermediate  vallies,  however, 
are  fertile  in  a high  degree,  the  foil  confifting  chiefly  of  a fine 
mold,  compofed  of  fand  and  clay,  well  adapted  for  fugar.  The 
extent  of  country  at  prefent  pofTeffed  by  Britifh  fubjedis  is 
23,605  acres,  and  about  as  much  more  is  fuppofed  to  be  held 
by  the  Charaibes.  All  the  remainder  is  thought  to  be  inca- 
pable of  cultivation  or  improvement. 

The  Ifland,  or  rather  the  Britifli  territory  within  it,  is  di- 
vided into  five  parifties,  of  which  only  one  was  provided  with 
a church,  and  that  was  blown  down  in  the  hurricane  of  1780  : 
whether  it  is  rebuilt  I am  not  informed.  There  is  one  town, 
called  Kingfton,  the  capital  of  the  ifland,  and  the  feat  of  its 
government,  and  three  villages  that  bear  the  name  of  towns, 
but  they  are  inconfiderable  hamlets,  confifting  each  of  a few 
houfes  only. 

But  the  publick  cftabliflbment  that  refleds  the  greateft 
honour  on  St.  Vincent’s  is  its  celebrated  botanick  garden,  un- 
der the  provident  and  well  direded  care  of  Mr.  Anderfon. 
It  confifts  of  30  acres,  of  which  no  lefs  than  fixteen  are  in 

3 F 2 high 


403 

C H.A  P. 
III. 

\ 


404 

BOOK 

III. 


HISTORY  OF  THE 

high  cultivation,  abounding  not  only  with  almoft  every  fpe- 
cies  of  the  vegetable  world,  which  the  hand  of  nature  has  be- 
ftowed  on  thefe  iflands  for  ufe  and  beauty,  for  food  and  luxury, 
but  alfo  with  many  valuable  exoticks  from  the  Eafl:  Indies,- 
and  South  America. — If  it  be  furpafl'ed  in  this  latter  refped:,' 
by  the  magnificent  garden  of  Mr.  Eaft/^c^,  it  claims  at  lead: 
the  honour  of  feniority,  and  does  infinite  credit  both  to  its 
original  founders  and  prefent  diredtors. 

In  the  frame  of  its  government  and  the  admin iftration  of 
executive  jufiice,  St.  Vincent  feems  to  diifer  in  no  refpedl  from 
Grenada. — The  council  confift  of  twelve  members,  the  aflem- 
bly  of  feventeen.  The  Governor’s  falary  is  two  thoufand 
pounds  flerling,  one  half  of  which  is  raifed  within  the  ifland, 
the  other  half  is  paid  him  out  of  the  Exchequer  of  Great  Bri- 
tain. 


The  military  force  confifts  at  prefent  of  a regiment  of  in- 
fantry, and  a company  of  artillery,  fent  from  England  j and  a 
black  corps  raifed  in  the  country — but  provided  for,  with  the 
former  on  the  Britifh  eftablifhment,  and  receiving  no  additional 
pay  from  the  ifland.  The  militia  confiflis  of  two  regiments  of 
foot,  ferving  without  pay  of  any  kind. 

The  number  of  inhabitants  appears,  by  the  lafl:  returns  to 
government,  to  be  one  thouland  four  hundred  and  fifty  Whites, 
and  eleven  thoufand  eight  hundred  and  fifty-three  Negroes. 


(f)  In  Jamaica.  See  p.  197. 
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Of  the  labour  of  thefe  people  I have  no  other  means  of  CHAP, 
/hewing  the  returns,  than  from  the  Infpedlor  General’s  account  hi* 
of  the  exports  from  this  ifland  for  1787,  a table  of  which,  as 
in  the  cafe  of  the  other  illands,  is  fubjoined.  In  this  table, 
however,  I conceive  is  comprehended  the  produce  of  the  fe- 
veral  iflands  dependant  on  the  St.  Vincent  government,  viz, 

Bequia,  containing  3,700  acresj  a little  ifland,  valuable  from 
the  commodioufnefs  of  its  fine  harbour,  called  Admiralty  Bay;: 

Union,  containing  2,150  acres;  Canouane,  containing  1,777 
acres;  and  Muflique,  containing  about  1,200  acres ;.the 
Negroes  employed  in  the  cultivation  of.  thefe  iflands  (in  num- 
ber about  1,400)  being,  I believe,. included  in  the  11,853  be- 
fore mentioned. 

% 


(d)  There  are  likewife  the  little  IHots  of  Petit  Martinique,  Petit  St,  Vincent^ 
Maillereau,  and, BaJlefcau,  each  of  which  produces  a little  cotton* 
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Section  II. 

DOMINICA. 

THE  Ifland  of  Dominica  was  fo  named  by  Chriftopher  CHAP. 
Columbus,  from  the  circumftance  of  its  being  difeovered  by  HI. 
him  on  a "Sunday  (ej.  My  account  of  it  will  be  very  brief,  “ 
for  its  civil  hiftory,  like  that  of  St.  Vincent,  is  a mere  blank 
previous  to  the  year  1759,  when  by  conqueft  it  fell  under  the 
dominion  of  Great  Britain,  and  was  afterwards  confirmed  to 
the  Britifh  crown,  by  the  treaty  of  peace  concluded  at  Pans 
in  February  1763. 

Notwithstanding  that  Dominica  had,  until  that  time, 
been  confidered  as  a neutral  ifland,  many  of  the  fubjedis  of 
France  had  eftabliflied  coffee  plantations,  and  other  fettlements, 
in  various  parts  of  the  country  j and  it  refle<fl:s  honour  on  the 
Britifh  adminiflration,  that  thefe  people  were  fecured  in  their 
pofleflions,  on  condition  of  taking  the  oaths  of  allegiance  to  his 
Britannick  Majefly  and  paying  a finall  quit-rent  (f).  The  refl: 

of 

(e)  November  3d,  1493. 

(f)  The  crown  granted  them  leafes,  fome  for  fourteen,  and  others  for  forty 
years,  renewable  at  the  expiration  thereof,  with  conditions  in  every  leafe,  “ that 
the  pofTeiTor,  his  heirs  or  afligns,  fhould  pay  to  his  Majefty,  his  heirs  or  fucceflbrs, 

the 
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BOOK  of  the  cultivable  lands  were  ordered  to  be  fold  on  the  fame 
III-  conditions  as  thofe  of  St.  Vincent,  by  commiffioners  nominated 
^ for  that  purpofe,  and  no  lefs^than  94,346  acres  (comprehending 
one  half  of  the  ifland)  were  accordingly  difpofed  of  by  audlion, 
in  allotments  from  fifty  to  one  hundred  acres,  yielding  the  fum 
of  3 1 2,092.  iiJ.  id^  fterling  money 

It  does  not  however  appear  that  the  purchafes  thus  made  by 
Britifh  fubjeds  have  anfwered  the  expedlation  of  the  buyers ; 

.1.  for  the  French  inhabitants  of  Dominica  are  ftill  more  numerous 
than  the  Englifh,  and  poflefs  the  mofi:  valuable  coffee  planta- 
tions in  the  ifland,  the  produce  of  which  has  hitherto  been 
found  its  mofi:  important  flaple.  They  differ  but  little,  in 
^manners,  cuftoms,  and  religion,  from  the  inhabitants  of  the 
other  French  iflands  in  the  Weft  Indies,  and  their  priefts  have 
been  hitherto  appointed  by  fuperiors  in  Martinico ; to  the  go- 
vernment of  which  ifland,  and  to  the  laws  of  their  own  nation, 
they  confider  themfelves  to  be  amenable. 

I AM  forry  hiflorical  jufliee  obliges  me  to  obferve,  that  the 
liberal  condud:  of  the  Britifh  government  towards  thefe  peo- 

•fum  of  two  {hillings  flefling  per  annum^  for  every  acre  of  land,  of  which  the 
leafe  Ihould  conhft.”  And  further,  “ that  they  (hould  not  fell  or  difpofe  of  their 
lands,  without  the  confent  or  approbation  of  the  governor,  or  commander  in  chief 
of  that  ifland,  for  the  time  being.”  This  indulgence  however  did  not  extend  to 
more  than  three  hundred  acres  of  land  occupied  by  each  French  fubjed. 

(g)  No  perfon  was  allowed  to  purchafe,  either  in  his  own  name,  or  in  the  name 
•of  others,  in  truft  for  him,  more  than  three  hundred  acres,  if  in  Dominica,  or  five 
hundred  acres  jf  in  St.  Vincent. 
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pie,  after  they  became  adopted  fubjedls,  did  not  meet  with  that 
grateful  return  from  them,  which,  for  the  general  interefls  of 
mankind,  ought  to  be  religioufly  manifefled  on  fuch  occafions. 

At  the  commencement  of  the  hopelefs  and  deflrudlive  war 
between  Great  Britain  and  her  Colonies  in  North  America,  the 
ifland  of  Dominica  was  in  a flourifhing  lituation.  The  port  of 
Rofeau  having  been  declared  a free  port  by  adt  of  parliament, 
was  reforted  to  by  trading  veflels  from  moll;  parts  of  the  foreign 
Weft  Indies,  as  well  as  from  America.  The  French  and 
Spaniards  purchafed  great  numbers  of  Negroes  there  for  the 
fupply  of  their  fettlements,  together  with  vaft  quantities  of 
the  merchandize  and  manufadtures  of  Great  Britain ; payment 
for  all  which  was  made  chiefly  in  bullion,  indigo,  and  cotton* 
and  completed  in  mules  and  cattle  ; articles  of  prime  necefllty 
to  the  planter  (h J, 

Thus  the  ifland,  though  in  itfelf  certainly  not  fo  fertile  as- 
feme  others  of  lefs  extent  in  its  neighbourhood,,was  becoming 
very  rapidly  a colony  of  confiderable  importance  j but  unfortu- 
nately it  wanted  that  protedlion,  which  alone  could  give  its 
pofleflions  ftability  and  value.. 

To  thofe  who  recolledt  the  ffantick  rage,  with  which  all  the- 
faculties  and  means  of  Great  Britain  were  diredted  towards,  andi 
applied  in,  the  fubj  ugation  of  America,  the  utter  difregard  which 


(■h)  Rofeau  is  ftill  a.free-port,  but  tKe  reftridlicns  and  regulations  of  the  late  ' 
are  fo  rigid,  that  foreigners  have  no  encouragement  to  refort  to  it,  and,  fince- 
feme  late  feizures,  confider  the  law  as  a fnare  to  invite  them  to  ruin, 
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BOOK  manifefled  by  the  then  adminiftration  towards  the  fecurity 
III.  of  this  and  the  other  Britifh  illands  in  the  Weft  Indies,  may 
■ not  perhaps  be  matter  of  furprifej  but  it  will  hereafter  be 

fcarcely  believed,  that  the  whole  regular  force  allotted,  during 
the  height  of  the  war,  for  the  protedion  of  Dominica,  confifted 
of  no  more  than  fix  officers  and  ninety-four  privates ! This 
fliameful  neglecft  was  the  more  remarkable,  as  this  ifland,  from 
its  local  fituation,  between  Martinico  and  Guadaloupe,  is  the  beft 
calculated  of  all  the  pofleffions  of  Great  Britain  in  that  part 
of  the  world,  for  fecuring  to  her  the  dominion  of  the  Gharri- 
bean  fea,  A few  ftiips  of  war  ftationed  at  Prince  Rupert’s  Bay, 
would  effediually  ftop  all  intercourfe  of  the  French  fettlements 
with  each  other,  as  not  a veftel  can  pafs,  but  is  liable  to  cap- 
ture by  fhips  cruizing  off  that  bay,  and  to  windward  of  the 
ifland.  This  indeed  was  difeovered  when  it  was  too  late. 

It  is  probable  that  this,  and  the  other  circumftances  which 
I have  recounted,  namely,  the  growing  profperity  of  the  colony, 
and  the  criminal  inattention  of  th''  Britifti  Miniftry  towards  its 
fecurity,  had  already  attracted  the  vigilant  rapacioufnefs  of  the 
French  government;  but  it  is  afferted,  that  many  of  the  inha- 
bitants within  the  colony,  who  ^ad  formerly  been  fubje<fts  of 
France,  fcrupled  not,  on  the  Till  intimation  of  hoftilities  hav- 
ing been  commenced  in  Europe,  in  the  year  1778,  to  invite  an 
attack  from  Martinico.  Proof  of  this  may  not  perhaps  eafily 
be  made,  but  it  is  certain  that  their  fubfequent  condudl  gave 
too  much  caufe  for  fuch  a fufpicion. 

On  Monday,  the  7th  of  September,  in  that  year,  a French 
8 armament, 
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armament,  con  filling  of  a forty-gun  Hiip,  three  frigates,  and 
about  thirty  fail  of  armed  Hoops  and  fchooners,  having  on  board 
upwards  of  two  thoufand  regular  troops,  and  a lawlefs  banditti 
of  volunteers,  about  half  that  number,  appeared  off  the  ifland, 
under  the  command  of  the  Marquis  de  Bouill^  governor  of 
Martinico,  and  general  of  the  French  Windward  Weft-Indian 
Illands.  Part  of  the  troops  having  foon  afterwards  landed 
without  oppofition,  the  enemy  proceeded  to  the  attack  of  Fort 
Cafhacrou,  the  chief  defence  of  the  illand,  and  in  which  a de- 
tachment of  the  regulars  was  ftationed.  This  fort  was  built  on 
a rock,  about  three  hundred  feet  in  perpendicular  height,  fur- 
rounded  on  three  Hdes  by  the  fea,  and  was  conlidered  fo  very 
defenfible,  that  it  was  fuppofed  a few  hundred  men,  well  pro- 
vided, would  maintain  it  againft  as  many  thoufands.  Great 
therefore  was  the  aftonilhment  of  the  Englilh  in  the  town  of 
Rofeau,  in  perceiving,  by  the  French  colours  flying  on  it,  that 
this  fort  had  furrendered  without  reflftance ; but,  ftrange  as 
it  may  feem,  the  cafe  appeared  afterwards  to  be,  that  fome  of 
the  French  inhabitants  had  infinuated  themfelves  into  the  fort 
a few  nights  before,  and  having  intoxicated  with  liquor  the 
few  foldiers  that  were  there  on  duty,  had  contrived  to  fpike 
up  the  cannon. 

Having  thus  made  themfelves  mailers  of  Fort  Cafhacrou,, 
the  enemy  landed  their  whole  force  about  noon,  and  began  their 
march  for  the  town,  which  was  defended  by  Fort  Melville,  and 
three  other  batteries;  but  unfortunately  thefe  batteries  were  ill 
provided,  and  worfe  manned.  The  whole  number  of  the 
militia  did  not  exceed  one  hundred ; for  but  few  of  the  Frenchi 
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BOOK  inhabitants  thought  proper  to  afTemble,  and  of  thofe  that  made 
lib  their  appearance,  many  withdrew  themfelves  again,  and  were 
no  more  feen  until  after  the  ifland  had  furrendered. 

The  fmall  force  however  that  was  colledled,  behaved  with 
that  fpirit  and  gallantry,  which  give  room  to  lament  that  they 
were  not  better  fupported.  Three  times  was  the  enemy  driven 
out  of  Fort  Loubiere,  of  which  they  had  poffehed  themfelves 
in  their  march,  and  twice  were  the  colours  whxh  they  had 
hoifted  thereon  Ihot  away.  Their  commiflary-general,  ar*l 
upwards  of  forty  of  their  foldiers,  were  killed,  and  de  Bouille 
himfelf  had  a very  narrow  efcape ; his  fword  being  Oiot  away 
from  his  fide. 

But  gallantry  was  unavailing  againfl;  fuch  fuperiority  of 
numbers;  for  about  two  thoufand  of  the  French  having 
Ihortly  after  gained  pofTeffion  of  the  heights  above  Rofeau,  this 
laft  circumftance  determined  the  fate  of  the  ifland.  The  bravery 
of  the  inhabitants,  however,  obtained  for  them  very  honourable 
terms  of  capitulation.  Befides,  being  permitted  to  march  out 
with  all  military  honours,  they  were  allowed  to  retain  their 
civil  government,  and  the  free  exercife  of  their  religion,  laws, 
cuftoms,  and  ordinances ; to  preferve  the  adminiflration  of  juf- 
tlce  in  the  fame  perfons,  in  whom  it  was  then  veiled  and 
to  enjoy  their  poffeffions,  of  what  nature  foever,  unmolelled  j 

(t)  It  was  ftipulatcd  that  the  members  of  the  council  fhould  conftitute  a 
court  of  chancery,  the  pov/ers  of  which  were  veiled  folely  in  the  governor  before 
ihe  furrender. 
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A privilege  alfo  which  was  exprefsly  extended  to  abfent  as  well  CHAP, 
AS  refident  proprietors.  . 

De  Bouille  having  thus  completed  his  conqueft,  departed 
for  Martinico ; leaving  the  Marquis  Duchilleau  commander  in 
' chief  of  Dominica,  whofe  condud:,  during  four  years  that  he 
continued  in  the  ifland,  is  faid  to  have  been  ,fo  wantonly  op- 
predive  and  tyrannical,  that  we  are  left  to  wonder  at  the  patient 
long-fufFering  and  forbearance  of  the  people  under  his  govern- 
ment, in  fubmitting  to  it  for  half  the  time. 

His  firft  meafure  was  to  dlfarm  the  Englifhjnhabitants,  and 
diftribute  their  arms  among  the  runaway  Negroes,  with  whom 
he  adually  entered  into  an  engagement  for  their  affidance,  if 
wanted.  He  iffued  a proclamation,  forbidding  the  Englilh  to 
aifemble  together  more  than  two  in  a place,  under  the  penalty 
of  military  execution,  and  he  commanded  the  centinels  to  /hoot 
them  if  they  pa/led  in  greater  numbers.  He  ordered  that  no 
lights  fhould  be  feen  in  their  houfes  after  nine  o’clock  at  night, 
and  that  no  Engli/h  perfon  diould  prefume  to  walk  the  ftreets 
after  that  hour,  without  a candle  and  lanthorn.  Mr.  Robert 
Plow,  an  Engli/li  merchant,  and  owner  of  a flip  then  in 
the  bay,  attempting  to  go  on  board  his  own  ve/l’el,  after  that 
hour,  was  /hot  dead  in  the  attempt,  and  the  centinel  who  killed 
him  was  raifed  to  a higher  /lation  in  his  regiment  for  having 
thus  (as  the  governor  expre/Ted  it)  don?  his  duty. 

So  very  apprehen/ive  was  this  governor  that  the  Engli/h  in- 
habitants were  forming  defigns  to  retake  the  ifland,  that  every 
6 ' letter 
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BOOK  letter  of  theirs  was  opened  for  his  infpedlion  before  it  was  de- 
IIL  livered.  And,  deeming  this  meafure  infufficient  to  furnifli  him 
' with  the  knowledge  of  their  private  tranfadiions,  he  adopted 
the  practice  of  going  himfelf  in  difguife,  or  employing  others 
who  better  knew  the  Englifii  language,  in  order  to  liften  at 
their  doors  and  windows  in  the  night-time,  to  the  converfation 
which  palled  in  domellick  intercourle. 

He  repeatedly  threatened  to  fetfire  to  the  town  of  Rofeau,iii 
cafe  the  Illand  Ihould  be  attacked,  and,  though  this  was  never 
attempted  by  the  Englilh  forces,  yet  that  town  was  fet  fire  to 
by  the  French  foldiers,  who,  there  is  every  reafon  to  fuppofe, 
did  it  by  the  governor’s  private  orders.  This  fuppofition  was 
ftrongly  corroborated  by  his  behaviour  on  the  night  of  that 
melancholy  event,  at  which  he  himfelf  was  prefent  the  bell 
part  of  the  time,  like  another  Nero  feemingly  diverted  with  the 
fcene,  and  would  not  allow  his  foldiers  to  afiift  in  extinguilhing 
the  flames  (fave  only  in  houfes  that  belonged  to  the  French  in- 
habitants)  but  permitted  them  to  pillage  the  fulferers.. 

This  fire  happened  the  evening  of  Eafter  Sunday,  1781,. 
by  which  upwards  of  five  hundred  houfes  were  confumed  in  a 
few  hours  j and  a vaft  quantity  of  rich  merchandize  and 
cffeds  deftroyed,  to  the  value  oftwo  hundred  thoufand  pounds 
fterling. 

While  the  wretched  inhabitants  were  thus  groaning  under 
domeftick  defpotifm,  they  had  no  refources  from  without.  Their 
trade  was  entirely  cut  off,  infomuch,.  that  during  five  years  and 
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three  months,  the  time  that  the  ifland  of  Dominica  was  in  pof-  CHAP, 
feflion  of  the  French,  it  was  reforted  to  by  no  veffels  from 
Old  France,  nor  was  any  of  its  produce  exported  to  that  king- 
dom ; but  part  of  it  was  fent  in  neutral  bottoms  to  the  Dutch 
Ifland  of  St.  Euflatius,  before  its  capture  by  Admiral  Rodney ; 
and  from  thence  it  was  exported  to  England,  under  the  mofl: 
extravagant  expences  and  lofs  to  the  proprietors. 

Other  parts  of  their  produce  were  fent  in  Dutch  veflels, 
which  were  engaged  for  the  purpofe  in  England,  to  Rotterdam ; 
and  after  the  breaking  out  of  the  war  with  the  Dutch,  the 
produce  of  Dominica  was  fent  under  imperial  colours  to 
Ollend,  where  the  fugar  fold  from  fix  to  eiglit  pounds  fler- 
ling  the  hogfhead. 

These  accumulated  diftrefTes  ended  in  the  abfolute  ruin  of 
many  of  the  planters,  and  we  are  allured,  on  good  authority, 
that  no  lefs  than  thirty  fugar  plantations  were,  in  confequence 
thereof,  thrown  up  and  abandoned  by  the  proprietors.  At 
length,  however,  the  day  of  deliverance  arrived ; for,  in  the 
month  of  January  1783,  Dominica  was  reftored  to  the  govern- 
ment of  England.  The  joy  which,  on  this  event,  animated  the 
bofom  and  enlightened  the  countenance  of  every  man,  whom 
painful  experience,  under  an  arbitrary  government,  had  taught 
to  fet  a right  value  on  the  Britifh  conflitution,  may  be  con- 
ceived, but  cannot  be  deferibed.  The  inhabitants  were  now 
reftored  to  the  full  enjoyment  of  their  former  privileges,  under 
a civil  eftablifhment,  fimilar  to  thofe  of  the  other  Britifh  colo- 
nies in  the  Weft  Indies,  which  being  hereafter  to  be  deferibed 
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BOOK  at  length,  it  is  unnece/Tary  to  enlarge  upon  in  this  place,  except 
Hi*  to  obierve,  that  the  legiflative  authority  of  this  ifland  is  veiled  in 
the  commander  in  chief,  a council  of  twelve  gentlemen,  and 
an  aiTembly  of  nineteen  members  (k ).  The  few  obfervationi 
therefore  which  follow,  concerning  its  prefent  ilate  and  pro- 
dudions,  will  conclude  my  account. 

Dominica  contains  186,436  acres  of  land  5 and  is  divided 
into  ten  pariihes.  The  town  of  Rofeau  is  at  prefent  the  capital 
of  the  ifland,  and  is  fituated  in  the  pariih  of  St.  George,  being' 
about  feven  leagues  from  Prince  Rupert’s  bay.-  It  is  on  a 
point  of  land  on  the  S.  W.  flde  of  the  ifland,  which  forms 
two  bays,  Woodbridge’s  bay  to  the  north,  and  Charlotte- 
ville  bay  to  the  fouthward. 

Roseau  is  about  half  a mile  in  length,  from  Charlotte- 

ville  to  Rofeau  river,  and  moilly  two  furlongs  in  breadth,  but 

kfs  in  fome  parts,  being  of  a very  irregular  figure.  It  contains- 

not  more  than  five  hundred  houfes,  exclufive  of  the  cottages 

occupied  by  Negroes.  Before  its  capture  by  the  French,  it 

contained  upwards  of  one  thoufand. 

\ 

This-  ifland  is  twenty-nine  miles  in  length,  and  may  be 
reckoned  fixteen  miles  in  breadth.  It  contains  many  high  and- 
rugged  mountains,  interfperfed  with-  fine  vallies,  and  in  general, 
they  appear  to  be  fertile^  Several  of  the  mountains  contain. 

{k)  The  governor’s  falary  is  one  thoufand  two  hundred  pounds  fterling  per 
mm  exclufive  of  his  fees  of  oiiice. 
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iinextingulfhed  volcanoes,  which  frequently  difchargc  vaft 
quantities  of  burning  fulphur.  From  thefe  mountains  alfo 
ilTue  fprings  of  hot  water,  fome  of  which  are  fuppofed  to  pof- 
fefs  great  virtue  in  the  cafe  of  tropical  diforders.  In  fome 
places  the  water  is  faid  to  be  hot  enough  to  coagulate  an 
egg/// 
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Dominica  is  well  watered,  there  being  upw’ards  of  thirty 
fine  rivers  in  the  Ifland,  befides  a great  number  of  rivulets. 
The  foil,  in  moft  of  the  interior  country,  is  a light  brown- 
coloured  mould,  and  appears  to  have  been  wafhed  from  the 
mountains.  Towards  the  fea-coaft,  and  in  many  of  the  vallies, 
it  is  a deep,  black,  and  rich  native  earth,  and  feems  well 
adapted  to  the  cultivation  of  all  the  articles  of  Weft  Indian, 
produce.  The  under  ftratum  is  in  fome  parts  a yellow  01^ 
brick  clay,  in  others  a ftifF  terrace,  but  it  is  in  moft  places 
very  ftony. 


I AM  afraid,  however,  that  the  quantity  of  fertile  land  is  but 
a very  fmall  proportion  of  the  whole;  there  not  being  more  than 
fifty  fugar  plantations  at  prefent  in  cultivation,  and  it  is  com- 
puted, that  on  an  average,  one  year  with  another,  thofe  fifty 
plantations  do  not  produce  annually  more  than  three  thoufand 


(1)  the  woods  of  Dominica  are  innumerable  fwarms  of  bees,  which  hive  in 
the  trees,  and  produce  great  quantities  of  wax  and  honey,  both  of  which  arc 
equal  in  goodnefs  to  any  in  Europe.  It  is  precifely  the  fame  fpecies  of  bee  as  in 
£urope,  and  muft  have  been  tranfported  thither ; the  native  bee  of  the  Weft 
Indies  being  a fmaller  fpecies,  unprovided  with  ftings,  and  very  different  in  its 
manners  from  the  European. 
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hoglheads  of  fugar.  This  is  certainly  a very  fmall  quantity  of 
that  article  for  fuch  an  extenhve  Wand,  or  even  for  the  number 
of  fugar  plantations  at  prefent  under  cultivation,  allowing  only 
one  hundred  acres  of  canes  to  each. 

Coffee  feems  to  anfw^er  better  than  fugar,  there  being 
fomewhat  more  than  two  hundred  coffee  plantations  in  Domi- 
nica, which  in  favourable  years  have  produced  three  millions 
of  pounds  weight. 

A SMALL  part  of  the  lands  are  alfo  applied  to  the  cultiva- 
tion of  cacao,  indigo,  and  ginger  j and  I believe  that  moft 
of  thefe  articles,  as  well  as  of  the  cotton,  which  are  com- 
prehended in  the  exports,  are  obtained  from  the  dominions  of 
foreign  Rates  in  South  America,  and  imported  into  this  iiland 
under  the  free-port  law. 

The  number  of  white  inhabitants,  of  all  defcriptlons  and 
ages,  appear,  by  the  laft  returns  to  government,  in  1788,  to  be 
1236  5 of  free  negroes,  &c.  445,  and  of  Haves  14,967.  There 
are  alfo  from  twenty  to  thirty  farnilies  of  the  ancient  natives^ 
or  Charaibes,  properly  fo  called.  They  are  a very  quiet,  in- 
offenfive  people,  Ipeak  a language  of  their  own,  and  a little 
French,  but  none  of  them  underRand  EngVifh  {'mj. 

Such 

(m)  A late  writer  gives  the  following 'account  of  thele  people:  “ They  are  of  a 
clear  copper  colour,  have  long,  fleek,  black  hair  : their  perfons  are  fliort,  flout, 
and  well  made,' but  they  disfigure  their  faces  by  flattening  their  foreheads  in  in- 
fancy, They  live  chiefly  by  fifhing  in  the  rivers  and  the  fea,  or  by  fowling  in 
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Such  is  the  information  which  I have  colleded  concerning 
the  civil  hiftory  and  prefent  Hate  of  Dominica,  for  great  part  of 
which  I am  indebted  to  a late  publication  by  Mr.  Atwood. 
Nothing  now  remains  but  to  fet  forth  the  particulars  and  value 
of  its  productions,  which  I £hall  adopt,  as  in  other  cafes,  from 
the  return  of  the  InfpeCtor  General  for  the  year  1787. 

the  woods,  in  both  which  purfuits  they  ufe  their  bows  and  arrows  with  wonder- 
ful dexterity.  It  is  faid  they  will  kill  the  fmalleft  bird  with  an  arrow  at  a great 
diftance,  or  transfix  a fifh  at  a confiderable  depth  in  the  fea.  They  difplay  alfo 
v^ry  great  ingenuity  in  making  curioUs  wrought  panniers  or  bafkets  of  fiJk  grafs, 
or  the  leaves  and  bark  of  trees.” 
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CHAP.  IV. 


Lee^'ard  Charaibean  IJland  Government y comprehending  St, 
Chrijlophersy  Nevis y Antigudy  Mont/errafy  and  the  Virgm 
JJlands. — -Civil  hijiory  and  Geographical  Defcription  of  each. . 
— Tlable  of  Exports  from  each  If  and  for  1787;  aud  an^ 
Account  of  the  Money  arifng  from  the  Duty  of  Four  a?id 
a Half  per  Cent.  Obfervations  concerning  the  Decline  of  the 
Ifandsy  which  conclude  their  Hifory, 


These  feVerar  IHands,  fince  the  year  1672,  have  con - 
flituted  one  diftincfl'  government  j the  governor  being 
filled  Captain  General  of  the  Leeward  Charaibean  Ifands.  He 
vifits  each  occafionally,  but  his'  chief  feat  of  refidence  is  An- 
tigua i.  the  government  of  each  ifland,'  in  the  abfence  of  the 
governor-general,  being  ufually  adminiflered"  by  a lieutenant- 
governor,  whofe  authority  is  limited  to'  that  particular  ifland, 
and  where  no  lieutenant-governor  is  appointed,  the  prefident  of 
the  councir takes  the  command.  I fhall  treat  of  them  feparate- 
ly,  and  afterwards  combine,  in  a concife  fummary,  thofe  cir — 
cumflances  which  are  common  to  them  all. 


' Their  civil  hiflory  wilTbe  fhort  j for  in  this  part  of  my  • 
fubjeft  I have  but  little  to  add  to  the  recital  of  Oldmixon,  and  . 
other  writers,  who  have  preceded  me  5 and  where  novelty  is  • 
wanting,  brevity  is  indifpenfibly  requifite. 
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Section  I. 


Sr.  CHRISTOPHER’S. 

BOOK  THE  ifland  of  St.  Chriilopher  was  called  by  its  ancient 
^ f pofTeflbrs,  the  Charaibes,  Lia?nuigay  ov  the  Fertile  Ifland. 

It  was  difcovered  in  November  1493,  by  Columbus  himfelf, 
who  was  fo  pleafed  with  its  appearance,  that  he  honoured  it  with 
his  own  Chriflian  name.  But  it  was  neither  planted  nor  pof- 
feffed  by  the  Spaniards.  It  was,  however,  (notwithftanding  that 
■the  general  opinion  afcribes  the  honour  of  feniority  to  Barba- 
^oes)  the  eldeft  of  all  the  Britifh  territories  in  the  Weft  Indies, 
and,  in  truth,  the  common  mother  both  of  the  Englifti  and 
Trench  fettlernents  in  the  Chafaibean  iflands.  -The  fad:,  as  re- 
lated by  an  hiftorian  faj,  to  whofe  induftry  and  knowledge  F 
have  been  fo  largely  indebted  in  my  account  of  St.  Vincent,  was 
this,  “ In  the  number  of  thofe  gentlemen  who  accompanied 
Captain  Roger  North,  in  a vpyage  to  Surinam,  was  Mr.  Thomas 
Warner,  who  making  an  acquaintance  there  with  Captain 
Thomas  Painton,  a very  experienced  feaiiaan,  the  latter  fug- 
gefted  how  much  eafier  it  would  be  ^o  fix,  andpreferve  in  good 
order,  a colony  in  one  of  the  fmall  iflands,  defpifed  and  deferted 
by  the  Spaniards;  than  on  that  vaft  country,  the  continent. 


-H 


(a ) Dr.  Campbell. 
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where,  for  want  of  fufficient  authority,  all  things  were  fallen  CHAP, 
into  confufion ; and  he  particularly  pointed  out  for  that  purpofe 
the  ifland  of  St.  Chriilopher.  This  gentleman  dying,  Mr, 

Warner  returned  to  England  in  1 620,  refolved  to  put  his  friend’s 
project  in  execution.  He  accordingly  alTociated  himfelf  with 
fourteen  other  perfons,  and  with  them  tcok  his  pafTage  on 
board  a Ihip  bound  to  Virginia.  From  thence  he  and  his  com- 
panions failed  from  St.  Chriftopber’s,.  where  they  arrived  in 
January  1623,  and  by  the  month  of  September  following  had 
raifed  a good  crop  of  tobacco,  which  they  propofed  to  make 
their  ftaple  commodity.”  It  has  been  Ihewn  in  a former 
chapter,  that  the  firft  adtual  eftablidiment  in  Barbadoes,  took, 
place  the  latter  end  of  1624.. 

By  the  generality  of  hiftorians,  who  have' treated  of  the  af- 
fairs of  the  Weft  Indies,  it  is  afferted  that  a party  of  the  French, 
under  the  command  of  a perfon  of  the  name  of  D’Efnambuc, 
took  pofTeffton  of  one  part  of  this  ifland,  on  the  fame  day  that 
Mr.  Warner  landed  on.  the  other;  but,  the  truth  is,  that  the 
firft  landing  of  Warner  and  his  affociates  happened  two  years, 
before  the  arrival  of  D’Efnambuc;  who,  it  is  admitted  by  Du 
Tertre,  did  not  leave  France  until  1625.  Unfortunately,  the 
Englifh  fettlers,  in  the  latter  end  of  1623,  had  their  plantations- 
demolifhed  by  a dreadful  hurricane,  which  put  a fudden  flop  to 
theft  progrefs.  In  confequence  of  this  calamity,  Mr.  Warner, 
returned  to  England  to  implore  fuccour;  and  it  was.  on  that 
occafion  that  he  fought  and  obtained  the  powerful  patronage 
and  fupport  of  James  Hay,  Earl  of  Carlifle..  This  noblemam 
caufed  a fhip  to  be  fitted  out,  laden  with,  all  kinds  of  necef- 

ftries,. 
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BOOK  farics.  It  was  called  the  Hopewell;  and  arrived  at  St.  Chrifto- 
pher’s  on  the  i8th  of  May  1624;  and  thus  he  ce'rtainly  pre- 
ferved  a fettlement,  which  had  otherwife  died  in  its  infancy. 
iWarner  hiinfelf  did  not  return  to  St.  Chriftopher’s  until  the 
year  following.  He  was  then  accompanied  by  a large  body  of 
recruits,  and  D’Efnambuc  arrived  about  the  fame  time ; per- 
haps the  fame  day.  This  latter  was  the  captain  of  a French 
privateer ; and,  having  in  an  engagement  with  a Spanifh  galleon 
of  fuperior  ftrength,  been  very  roughly  handled,  he  was  obliged, 
after  lofing  feveral  of  his  men,  to  feek  refuge  in  thefe  iflands. 
He  brought  with  him  to  St.  Chriftopher’s  about  thirty  hardy 
_ veterans,  and  they  were  cordially  received  by  the  Englifh,  who 
appear  at  this  time  to  have  been  under  fome  apprehenfions  of 
the  Charaibes.  Hitherto  Warner’s  firft  colony  had  lived  on 
friendly  terms  with  fhefe  poor  favages,  by  whom  they  were 
liberally  fupplied  with  provifions ; but'  having  feized  on  their 
lands,  the  confcioufnefs  of  deferving  retaliation  made  the  plant- 
ers apprehenfive  of  an  attack,  when  probably  none  was  intended. 
Du  Tertrc  relates,  that  the  French  and  Englifh  receiving  infor- 
mation of  a projedled  revolt,  concurred  in  a fcheme  for  feizing 
the  confpirators  beforehand.  Accordingly  they  fell  on  the 
Charaibes  by  night,  and,  having  murdered  in  cold  blood  from 
e)ne  hundred  to  one  hundred  and  twenty ^of  the  llouteft,  drove 
all  the  reft  from  the  ifland,  except  fuch  of  the  women  as 
were  young  and  handfome,  of  whom,*  fays  the  reverend 
hiftorian,  they  made  concubines  and  flaves.  Such  is  the  ac- 
count of  a contemporary  author,  Pere  Du  Tcrtre,  who  relates 
thefe  tranfadtions  with  perfedl  compofure,  as  founded  on  com- 
mon ufage,  and  not  unwarr^table  in  their  nature.  He  adds, 
X that 
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'tliat  fuch  of  the  Charaibes  as  efcaped  the  maflacre,  having  given 
■the  alarm  to  their  countrymen  in  the  neighbouring  iflands,  a 
large  body  of  them  returned  foon  afterwards,  breathing  re- 
venge ; and  now  the  conflidl  became  ferious.  The  Europeans, 
however,  more  from  the  fuperiority  of  their  weapons,  than  of 
their  valour,  became  conquerors  in  the  end  j .but  their  triumph 
was  dearly  purchafed ; one  hundred  of  their  number  having 
been  left  dead  on  the  held  of  battle. 

After  this  exploit,  which  DuTertre  calls  a glorious  vidory, 
th®  Charaibes  appear  to  have  quitted  altogether  this  and  fome 
-of  the  fmall  iflands  in  the  neighbourhood,  and  to  have  retired 
fouthwards.  The  two  leaders,  Warner  and  Defnambuc,  about 
the  fame  time,  found  it  neceffary  to  return  to  Europe  for  the 
purpofe  of  foliciting  fuccour  from  their  refpedlive  nations ; and 
bringing  with  them  the  name  of  conquerors,  they  feverallymet 
with  all  pofiible  encouragement.  Warner  was  knighted  by  his 
fovereign,  and  through  the  intereft  of  his  noble  patron  fent  back 
as  governor  in  1626  with  four  hundred  new  recruits,  amply 
fupplied  with  neceffaries  of  all  kinds ; while  Defnambuc,  un- 
der the  patronage  of  Richlieu  (the  minifter  of  France)  projec- 
ted the  eftablifhment  of  an  exclufive  company  for  trading  to  this 
and  fome  of  the  other  iflands.  That  minifler  concurred  with 
Defnambuc  in  opinion,  that  fuch  an  inftitution  was  beft  adapted 
to  the  purpofes  of  commerce  and  colonization  ;• — an  erroneous 
conclufion,  which  Defnambuc  himfelf  had  foon  abundant  occa- 
fion  to  lament ; for  the  French  in  general  either  mifunderftood 
or  difapproved  the  projedl.  Subferiptions  came  in  reludlantly, 
and  the  fhips  which  the  new  company  fitted  out  on  this  occa- 
fion,  were  fo  wretchedly  fupplied  with  provifions  and  neceffaries, 
VoL.  I.  3 I that 
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that  of  five  hundred  and  thirty-two  recruits,  who  failed  from 
France  with  Defnambuc,  in  February  1627,  the  greater  part 
perilhed  miferably  at  fea  for  want  of  food. 

The  Engllfh  received  the  furvivors  with  compaflion  and 
kindnefs  j and  for  preventing  contefts  in  future  about  their  re- 
fpedtive  limits,  the  commanders  of  each  nation  agreed  to  divide 
the  whole  ifland  pretty  equally  between  their  followers.  A 
treaty  of  partition  for  this  purpofc  was  reduced  to  writing,  and 
figned,  with  many  formalities,  on  the  third  of  May  1627:  it 
comprehended  alfo  a league  defenfive  and  offenfive ; but  this 
alliance  proved  of  little  avail  againft  the  Spanilh  invafion  in 
1629,  the  circumftances  whereof  I have  elfewhere  related. 
Yet  furely,  unjufilfiable  as  that  attack  may  be  deemed,  if  the 
condudt  of  the  new  fettlers  towards  the  Charaibes  was  fuch  as 
Du  Tertre  relates,  we  have  but  little  caufc  to  lament  over  the 
miferies  which  befel  them.  The  mind  exults  in  the  chaftife- 
ment  of  cruelty,  even  when  the  inllruments  of  vengeance  are 
as  criminal  as  the  objedls  of  punilliment. 

It  may  now  be  thought  that  thofe  of  the  two  nations  who 
furvived  fo  deftriuilive  a llorm,  had  learnt  moderation  and  for- 
bearance in  the  fchool  of  adverfity  ; and  indeed  for  fome  years 
they  appear  to  have  lived  on  terms  of  good  neighbourhood  with 
each  other ; but  at  length  national  rivalry  and  hereditary  ani- 
mofity  were  allowed  their  full  influence,  infomuch  that,  for  half 
a century  afterwards,  this  little  ifland  exhibited  a difgullful  feene 
of  internal  contention,  violence  and  blcodihed.  It  is  impoflible 
at  this  time  to  pronounce  with  certainty,  whether  the  French  or 

the 
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the  Englifh  were  the  firft  aggreflbrs.  It  is  probable  that  each 
nation  would  lay  the  blame  on  the  other.  We  are  told  that  in 
the  firft  Dutch  war,  in  the  reign  of  Charles  II.  the  French  king 
declaring  for  the  United  States,  his  fubjeds  in  St.  Chriftopher’s, 
difdaining'an  inglorious  neutrality,  attacked  the  Englifh  planters, 
and  drove  them  out  of  their  polTefiions;  which  w'ere  afterwards, 
by  the  treaty  of  Breda,  reilored  to  them.  In  1689,  in  confe- 
quence  of  the  revolution  which  had  taken  place  in  England 
the  preceding  year,  the  French  planters  in  this  ifland,  declaring 
themfelves  in  the  interefis  of  the  abdicated  monarch,  attacked 
and  expelled  their  Englifh  neighbours  a fecond  time,  laying 
wafte  their  plantations,  and  commitcing  fuch  outrages  as  are 
unjuftifiable  among  civilized  nations,  even  in  a time  of  open 
and  avowed  hoftility.  Their  condudl  on  this  cccaiion  was 
deemed  fo  cruel  and  treacherous,  that  it  was  affigiied  by  King 
William  and  Queen  Mary  among  the  caufes  which  induced 
them  to  declare  war  againft  the  French  nation.  Even  fortune 
herfelf,  inclining  at  lei  gthgo  the  fide  of  juftice,  from  hencefor- 
ward deferted  them ; for,  after  they  had  continued  about  eight 
months  foie  mafters  of  the  ifland,  the  Englifli  under  the  com- 
mand of  General  Codrington,  returning  in  great  force,  not  only 
compelled  the  French  inhabitants  to  furrender,  but  adlually 
tranfported  eighteen  hundred  of  them  to  Martinico  and  Hif- 
paniola.  It  is  true,  that  reparation  was  ftipulated  to  be  made 
them  by  the  treaty  of  Ryfwick  in  i 697;  but  v/ar  again  break- 
ing out  between  the  two  nations  in  1702,  the  French  planters 
derived  but  little  advantage  from  that  claufe  in  their  favour. 
They  had  hov/ever,  in  1705,  the  gloomy  fatisfadion  to  be- 
hold many  of  the  Englifh  pofTeffions  again  laid  w'afte  by  a 
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French  armament,  which  committed  fuch  ravages,  that  the 
Britifli  parliament  found  it  neceflary  to  diftribute  the  fum  of 
103,000  among  the  fufferers,  to  enable  them  to  re-fetde 
their  plantations.  Happily,  this  was  the  lafl:  exertion  of  na- 
tional enmity  and  civil  dilcord  within  this  little  community; 
for,  at  the  peace  of  Utrecht,  the  ifland  was  ceded  wholly  to 
the  Englifh,  and  the  French  pod'effions  publickly  fold  for  the 
benefit  of  the  Englifh  government.  In  1733,  jT.  80,000  of 
the  money  was  appropriated  as  a marriage  portion  with  the 
Princefs  Anne,  who  was  betrothed  to  the  Prince  of  Orange. 
Some  few  of  the  French  planters,  indeed,  who  confented  to 
take  the  oaths,  were  naturalized,  and  permitted  to  retain  their 
eflates. 

Such  was  the  origin  and  progrefs  of  the'Britifh  eflablifh- 
ment  in  the  Ifland  of  St.  Chriftopher.  The  circumflances. 
which  attended  rile  French  invafion  in  the  beginning  of  1782,, 
when  a garrifon  of  lefs  than  one  thoufand  effedtive  men  (in- 
eluding the  militia)  was  attacked  by  eight  thoufand  of  the  befl 
difeiplined  troops  of  France,  fupported  by  a fleet  of  thirty-two. 
Ihips  of  war  ; the  confequent  furrender  of  the  ifland,  after  a, 
moft  vigorous  and  noble  defence ; and  its  refloration  to  Great 
Britain  by  the  general  peace  of  1783,  being  within  every  per- 
fon’s  recollediion,  need  not  be  related  at  large  in  this  work.  I 
fhall  therefore  conclude  with  the  following  particulars,  which 
I prefume  are  fomewhat  lefs  familiar  to  the  general  reader,  and 
their  accuracy  may  be  depended  on. 

St.  Christopher  lies  in  17''  15'  North  latitude,  and 
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63®  17'  Weft  longitude  j it  is  about  fourteen  leagues  in  circuit, 
and  contains  43,726  acres  of  land,  of  which  about  17,000  acres 
are  appropriated  to  the  growth  of  fugar,  and  4000  to  paftu- 
rage.  As  fugar  is  the  only  commodity  of  any  account  that  is 
raifed,  except  provilions  and  a little  cotton,  it  is  probable,  that 
nearly  one  half  the  whole  iftand  is  unfit  for  cultivation.  The 
interior  part  of  the  country  confifts  indeed  of  many  rugged 
precipices,  and  barren  mountains.  Of  thefe,  the  loftieft  is 
JNIount-Mifery  (evidently  a decayed  volcano)  which  rifes 
3,711  feet  in  perpendicular  height  from  the  fea.  Nature, 
however,  has  made  abundant  amends  for  the  fterility  of  the 
mountains,  by  the  fertility  the  has  beftowed  upon  the  plains. 
No  part  of  the  Weft-Indies  that  I have  feen,  pofiTeflbs  even 
the  fame  fpecies  of  foil  that  is  found  in  St.  Chriftopher’s.  It 
is  in  general  a dark  grey  loam,  fo  light  and  porous  as  to  be 
penetrable  by  the  flighteft  application  of  the  hoe ; and  I con- 
ceive it  to  be  the  production  of  fubterraneous  fires,  the  black 
ferruginous  pumice  of  naturalifts,  finely  incorporated  with  a 
pure  loam,  or  virgin  mould.  The  under  ftratum  is  gravel, 
from  eight  to  twelve  inches  deep.  Clay  is  no  where  found,  ex- 
cept at  a confiderable  height  in  the  mountains. 
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By  what  procefs  of  nature  the  foil  which  I have  mentioned 
becomes  more  efpecially  fuited  to  the  production  of  fugar  than 
any  other  in  the  Weft  Indies,  it  is  neither  within  my  province 
or  ability  to  explain.  The  circumftance,  however,  is  un- 
queftionable.  Canes,  planted  in  particular  fpots,  have  been 
known  to  yield  8000  lbs.  of  Mu fcovado  fugar  from  a fingle 
acre.  One  gentleman,  in  a favourable  feafon  made  6,400  lbs* 
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or  four  hogfheads  of  fixteen  cwt,  each,  per  acfe,  on  an  average 
return  of  his  whole  crop.  It  is  not  however  pretended,  that 
the  greateft  part,  or  even  a very  large  proportion  of  the  cane 
land,  throughout  the  ifland,  is  equally  productive.  The  general 
average  produce  for  a feries  of  years  is  1 6,000  hogfheads  of  lix- 
teen  cwt.  which,  as  one-half  only  of  the  whole  cane  land,  or 
8,500  acres,  is  annually  cut  (the  remainder  being  in  young 
canes)  gives  nearly  two  hogfheads  of  fixteen  c^X.per  acre  for  the 
whole  of  the  land  in  ripe  canes ; but  even  this  is  a prodigious 
return,  not  equalled  I imagine  by  any  other  fugar  country  in 
any  part  of  the  globe.  In  Jamaica,  though  fome  of  the  choicefl: 
lands  may  yield  in  favourable  years  two  hoglheads  of  fixteen 
cwt.  acre;  the  cane  land  which  is  cut  annually,  taken  al- 
together, does  not  yield  above  a fourth  part  as  much. 


I AM  informed,  however,  that  the  planters  of  St.  Chriftc- 
pher’s  are  at  a great  expence  for  manure  j that  they  never  cut 
ratoon  canes  (b)-,  and  although  there  is  no  want  in  the  country 
of  fprings  and  rivulets  for  the  fupport  of  the  inhabitants,  their 
plantations  fuffer  much  in  dry  weather,  as  the  fubftratum  does 
not  long  retain  moifture. 


This  ifland  is  divided  into  nine  pariflies,  and  contains  four 
towns  and  hamlets,  viz.  BafTeterre  (the  prefent  capital,  as  it 
was  formerly  that  of  the  French,  containing  about  800  houfes) 
Sandy-Point,  Old  Road  and  Deep  Bay,  Of  thefe,  the  two  firft 
are  ports  of  entry,  eflabliflied  by  law.  The  fortifications  confifl: 
of  Charles-Fort,  and  Brimftone-Hill,  both  near  Sandy  Point; 


(h)  Ratoon  canes  are  flioots  from  old  roots,  as  will  be  fully  explained  here- 
after. 
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three  batteries  at  Bafleterre,  one  at  Fig-tree  Bay,  another  at 
Palmeto-  Point,  and  fome  fmaller  ones  of  no  great  importance. 

The  proportion  which  St.  Chriilopher’s  contributes,  with 
the  other  iflands,  towards  an  honourable  provihon  for  the  Go- 
vernor General,  is  ;^.iooo  currency  annum ; which  is  fet- 
tled on  him  by  the  alfembly  immediately  on  his  arrival.  He 
has  befides  fome  perquilites ; and  in  time  of  war  they  are  conh- 
derable. 

Each  ifland  within  this  government  has  a feparate  council, 
and  each  of  them  an  alfembly,  or  houfe  of  reprefentatives.  In 
St.  Chriftopher’s,  the  council  Ihould  confift  of  ten  members, 
but  it  is  feldom  that  more  than  feven  are  prefent.  The  houfe 
of  aflembly  is  compoled  of  twenty-four  reprefentatives,  of  whom 
fifteen  make  a quorum.  The  requifite  qualification  is  a free- 
hold of  forty  acres  of  land,  or  a houfe  worth  forty  pounds  a 
year.  Of  the  eledors,  the  qualification  is  a freehold,  of  teii' 
pounds  per  annum. 

The  Governor  of  this,  and  the  other  iflands  in  the  fame 
‘ government,  is  chancellor  by  his  office,  and  in  St.  Chriflopher’s 
fits  alone.  Attempts  have  been  made  to  join  fome  of  the 
council  with  him,  as  in  Barhadoes ; but  hitherto  without  fuc- 
cefs,  the  inhabitants  choofing  lather  to  fubmit  to  the  expence 
and  delay  of  following  the  chancellor  to  Antigua,  than  fuffer 
the  inconveniency  of  having  on  the  chancery  bench  judges, 
fome  of  whom  it  is  probable,  from  their  fituation  and  connec- 
tions, may  be  interefted  in  the  event  of  every  fuit  that  may 
come  before  them. 
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In  tins  iHand,  as  in  Jamaica,  the  jurifdidion  of  both  the 
King’s  Bench  and  Common  Pleas,  centers  in  one  fuperior  court, 
wherein  juftice  is  adminiflered  by  a chief  juftice  and  four 
puifne  judges.  The  chief  is'  appointed  by  the  crown,  the 
others  by  the  governor  in  the  King’s  name,  and  they  all  hold 
their  commiffions  during  pleafure.  The  office  of  chief  judge 
is  vrorth  about  £.600.  per  annum.  The  emoluments  of  the 
affiflant  judges  are  trifling. 

The  prefent  number  of  white  inhabitants  is  computed  at 
4000,  and  taxes  are  levied  on  26,000  negroes;  and  there 
are  about  three  hundred  blacks  and  mulattoes  of  free  con- 
dition. ’ . ’ 

As  in  the  other  Britiffi  iflands  in  the  neighbourhood,  all  the 
white  men  from  the  age  of  fixteen  to  flxty  are  obliged  to 
cnlift  in  the  militia,  and  in  this  ifland  they  ferve  without  pay. 
They  form  two  regiments  of  foot,  although  the  whole  number 
of  effective  men  in  each  regiment  feldom  exceeds  three  hun- 
dred ; but  there  is  likewife  a company  of  free  blacks,  and  this, 
before  the  late  war,  conftituted  the  whole  of  the  military  force 
within  the  illand;  the  Britifli  government  refufing  to  fend 
them  troops  of  any  kind. 

Of  the  wifdom  of  fuch  condudl  in  Great  Britain,  the  reader 
will  be  able  properly  to  judge,  when  he  is  told,  that  the  natural 
Hrengthof  this  ifland,  from  the  conformation  and  inequalities 
of  its  furface,  is  fuch,  that  a garrifon  of  two  thoufand  effedive 
troops,  properly  fupplied  with  ammunition  and  provifions, 
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would  in  all  human  probability  have  rendered  it  impregnable  CHAP, 
to  the  formidable  invafion  of  1782.  . ^ 

With  St.  Chrillopher’s  furrendered  alfo  the  ifland  of 
Nevis;  from  which  it  is  divided  only  by  a fmall  channel,  and 
of  which  I fliall  now  give  fome  account. 


Section  II. 

NEVIS; 

THIS  beautiful  little  fpot  is  nothing  more  than  a lingle 
mountain,  riling  like  a cone  in  an  eafy  afcent  from  the  fea ; 
the  circumference  of  its  bafe  not  exceeding  eight  Englilh 
leagues.  It  is  believed  that  Columbus  bellowed  on  it  the  ap- 
pellation of  NieveSy  or  I’he  Snows,  from  its  refemblance  to  a 
mountain  of  the  fame  name  in  Spain;  but  it  is  not  an  improba- 
ble conjedture,  that  in  thofe  days  a white  fmoke  was  feen  to 
ilTue  from  the  fummit,  which  at  a diilance  had  a fnow-like 
appearance,  and  that  it  derived  its  name  from  thence.  That 
the  ifland  was  produced  by  fome  volcanic  exploflon,  there  can 
be  no  doubt ; for  there  is  a hollow,  or  crater,  near  the  fummit, 
flill  viflble,  which  contains  a hot  fpring  llrongly  impregnated 
with  fulphur ; and  fulphur  is  frequently  found  in  fubHance, 
in  the  neighbouring  gullies  and  cavities  of  the  earth. 

VoL.  I,  \ 3 K 
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BOOK  The  country  is  well  watered,  and  the  land  in  general  fertile, 
a fmall  proportion  towards  the  fummit  of  the  ifland  excepted, 
which  anfwers  however  for  the  growth  of  ground  provifions, 
fuch  as  yams  and  other  efculent  vegetables.  The  foil  is  ftony ; 
the  bell:  is  a loofe  black  mould,  on  a clay.  In  fome  places,  the 
upper  ftratum  is  a ftiff  clay,  which  requires  labour,  but  proper- 
ly divided  and  pulverifed,  repays  the  labour  bellowed  upon  it. 
The  general  produce  of  fugar  (its  only  flaple  production)  is 
one  hogfhead  of  fixteen  cwt.  per  acre  from  all  the  canes  that 
are  annually  cut,  which  being  about  4000  acres,  the  return  of 
the  whole  is  an  equal  number  of  hogllieads,  and  this  was  the 
average  fixed  on  by  the  French  government  in  1782,  as  a rule 
for  regulating  the  taxes.  As  at  St.  Chriftopher’s  the  planters 
feldom  cut  ratoon  canes. 

This  ifland,  fmall  as  it  is,  is  divided  into  five  parifhes..  It 
contains  a town  called  Charles-Town,  the  feat  of  government 
and  a port  of  entry,  and  there  are  two  other  fliipping  places, 
called  Indian-Caftle  and  New-Caftle.  The  principal  fortifica- 
tion is  at  Charles-Town,  and  is  called  Charles  Fort.  The  com- 
mandant is  appointed  by  the  crown,  but  receives  a falary 
from  the  ifland. 

The  government,  in  the  abfence  of  the  Governor- General, 
is  adminiftered  by  the  prefident  of  the  council.  This  board  is 
compofed  of  the  prefident,  and  fix  other  members.  The  houfe 
of  affembly  confifls  of  fifteen  reprefentatives ; three  for  each 
parifli. 
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The  adminiftration  of  common  law  is  under  the  guidance 
of  a chief  juftice,  and  two  affiftant  judges,  and  there  is  an  of- 
fice for  the  regifliry  of  deeds. 

The  prefent  number  of  white  inhabitants  is  dated  to  me 
not  to  exceed  fix  hundred,  while  the  negroes  amount  to  about 
ten  thoufand ; a difproportion  which  necelTarily  converts  all 
fuch  white  men  as  are  not  exempted  by  age  and  decrepitude, 
into  a well-regulated  militia,  among  which  there  is  a troop 
confifting  of  fifty  horfe,  well  mounted  and  accoutred.  Englilh 
forces,  on  the  Britifii  eftablifhment,  they  have  none. 

The  Englifli  firft  eftablithed  themfelves  In  this  ifland  in  the 
year  1628,  under  the  protedtion  and  encouragement  of  Sir 
Thomas  Warner.  Among  the  different  claffes  of  men,  who 
fought  to  improve  their  fortunes  in  St.  Chriflopher’s  by  the  pa- 
tronage of  that  enterprifing  leader,  it  can  hardly  be  pre fumed, 
that  every  individual  experienced  the  full  gratification  of  his 
hopes  and  expedtations.  In  all  focieties,  there  are  many  who  will 
confider  themfelves  unjuftly  overlooked  and  forgotten.  Of  the 
companions  of  Warner’s  earllefi:  voyages,  it  is  probable  that 
fome  would  fet  too  high  a value  on  their  fervices,  and  of  thofe 
who  ventured  afterwards,  many  would  complain,  on  their  ar- 
rival, that  the  befl  lands  were  pre-occupied.  To  foften  and 
temper  fuch  difcordancy  and  difquiet,  by  giving  full  employ- 
ment to  the  turbulent  and  feditious,  feems  to  have  been  one  of 
the  moft  important  objedts  of  Warner’s  policy.  Motives  of 
this  nature  induced  him,  without  doubt,  to  plant  a colony  in 
Nevis  at  fo’  early  a period ; and  the  wifdom  and  propriety  of  his 
firft  regulations  gave  ftrength  and  ftability  to  the  fettlement. 
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What  Warner  began  wifely,  was  happily  completed  by  his 
immediate  fuccelTor  Mr.  Lake,  under  whofe  adminiftration  Ne- 
vis rofe  to  opulence  and  importance.  He  was  a wife  man,” 
fays  Du  Tertre,  “ and  feared  the  Lord.”  Making  this  ifland 
the  place  of  his  refidence,  it  flouriflaed  beyond  example.  It  is 
faid,  that  about  the  year  1 640,  it  pofTeffed  four  thoufand  whites ; 
fo  powerfully  are  mankind  invited  by  the  advantages  of  a mild- 
and  equitable  fydem  of  government ! Will  the  reader  pardon 
me,  if  I obferve  at  the  fame  time,  that  few  fituations  in  life 
could  have  afforded  greater  felicity  than  that  of  fuch  a gover- 
nor. Living  amidft  the  beauties  of  an  eternal  fpring,  beneath 
a Iky  ferene  and  unclouded,  and  in  a fpot  inexpreffively  beauti- 
ful (for  it  is  enlivened  by  a variety  of  the  moft  enchanting 
profpedls  in  the  world,,  in  the  numerous  iilands  which  fur- 
round  it)  but  above  all,  happy  in  the  refledlion  that  he  conci- 
liated the  differences,  adminiftered  to  the  neceflities,  and  aug- 
mented the  comforts  of  thoufands  of  his  fellow  creatures,  all  of 
whom  looked  up  to  him  as  their  common  father  and  prote<5tor  1 
If  there  be  pure  joy  on  earth,  it  muff  have  exifted  in  the  bo- 
fom  of  fuch  a man ; while  he  beheld  the  tribute  of  love,  grati- 
tude and  approbation  towards  him  in  every  countenance,  and 
whofe  heart  at  the  fame  time  told  him  that  he  deferved  it. 

I AM  forry  that  I muff  prefent  the  reader  with  a very  differ- 
ent pidure,  in  the  account  that  I am  now  to  give  of  Antigua. 


Section 
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Section  III. 


ANTIGUA. 


ANTIGUA  is  fituated  about  twenty  leagues  to  the 
caftward  of  St.  Chriftopher’s,  and  was  difeovered  at  the  fame 
time  with  that  ifland^  by  Columbus  hirnfelf,  who  named  it, 
from  a church  in  Seville,  Santa  Maria  de  la  Antigua.  We  are 
informed  by  Ferdinand  Columbus,  that  the  Indian  name  was 
'Jamaica.  It  is  a lingular  circumftance,  that  this  word,  which 
in  the  language  of  the  larger  illands  fignified  a country  abound^ 
ing  in  fpringSy  lliould,  in  the  dialed;  of  the  Charaibes,  have  been 
applied  to  an  illand  that  has  not  a lingle  fpring  or  rivulet  of 
frelh  water  in  it. 


CHAP, 


IV. 


This  inconvenience,  without  doubt,  as  it  rendered  the 
country  uninhabitable  to  the  Charaibes,  deterred  for  fome 
time  the  European  adventurers  in  the  neighbouring  illands 
from  attempting  a permanent  ellablilhment  in  Antigua ; but 
nature  prefents  few  obllacles  which  the  avarice  or  induftry  of 
civilized  man  will  not  endeavour  to  furmount.  The  lands 
were  found  to  be  fertile,  and  it  was  difeovered  that  cillerns 
might  be  contrived  to  hold  rain-water So  early  as  1632,, 

(b)  The  water  thus  preferved  is  wonderfully  light,  pure,  and  wholefome. 
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a few  Engllfh  families  took  up  lands  there,  and  began  the  cul- 
tivation of  tobacco.  Among  thefe  was  a fon  of  Sir  Thomas 
Warner,  whofe  defcendants  ftill  poffefs  very  confiderable  pro- 
perty in  the  ifland,  one  of  them  (Alliton  Warner,  Efquire) 
having  been,  in  1787,  prefidentof  the  council,  and  commander 
in  chief  in  the  abfence  of  the  governor. 

But  it  was  chiefly  to  the  enterpriflng  fpirit  and  extenflve 
views  of  Colonel  Codrington,  of  Barbadoes,  that  Antigua  was 
indebted  for  its  growing  profperity  and  fubfequent  opulence. 
This  gentleman  removing  to  this  ifland  about  the  year  1674, 
applied  his  knowledge  in  fugar-planting  with  fuch  good  effedl 
and  fuccefs,  that  others,  animated  by  his  example,  and  aflifted 
by  his  advice  and  encouragement,  adventured  in  the  fame  line 
of  cultivation.  Mr.  Codrington  was  fome  years  afterwards 
nominated  captain-general  and  commander  in  chief  of  all  the 
leeward  Charaibean  iflands,  and,  deriving  from  this  appoint- 
ment, the  power  of  giving  greater  energy  to  his  benevolent 
pur])ofes,  had  foon  the  happinefs  of  beholding  the  good  effedls 
of  his  humanity  and  wifdom,  in  the  flourifliing  condition  of 
the  feveral  iflands  under  his  government. 

The  profperity  of  Antigua  was  manifefled  in  its  extenflve 
population  3 for  when,  in  the  year  1690,  General  Codrington 
commanded  on  the  expedition  againfl:  the  French  inhabitants 
of  St.  Chriftopher’s,  as  hath  been  related  in  the  hiflory  of  that 
ifland,  Antigua  furniflied  towards  it  no  lefs  than  eight  hun- 
dred efFedlive  men : a quota,  which  gives  room  to  eflimate  the 
whole  number  of  its  white  inhabitants  at  that  time,  at  up- 
wards of  five  thoufand. 

Mr. 
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Mr.  Codrington  dying  in  1698,  was  fucceeded  in  his 
government  by  his  fon  Chriftopher ; a gentleman  eminently 
diftinguiflied  for  his  attainments  in  polite  literature  j and  who, 
treading  in  the  fame  paths  as  his  illuftrious  father,  gave  the 
people  under  his  government  the  promife  of  a long  continuance 
of  felicity  His  adminiftration,  however,  terminated  at  the 

end  of  fix  years  ; for  in  1704  he  was  fuperfeded  (I  know  not 
on  what  account)  by  Sir  William  Mathews ; who  dying  foon 
after  his  arrival,  the  Queen  was  pleafed  to  appoint  to  the 
government  of  this  and  the  neighbouring  illands,  Daniel  Park, 
Efq.  a man  whofe  tragical  end  having  excited  the  attention 
of  Europe,  and  furnifhed  a lelTon  for  hiftory  to  perpetuate,  I 
fhall  be  excufed  for  entering  fomewhat  at  large  into  his  con- 
duct and  fortune., 

Mr.  Pakk  was  a native  of  Virginia,  and  was  didinguilhed’ 
for  his  excefles  at  a very  early  time  of  life.  Having  married  a 
lady  of  fortune  in  America,  his  firft  exploit  was  to  rob  his  wife 
of  her  money,  and  then  defert  her.  With  this  money  he  came 
to  England,  and  obtained  a return  to  Parliament  j but  grofs 
bribery  being  proved  againd  him,  he  was  expelled,  the  houfe; 
Plis  next  adventure  was  to  debauch  the  wife  of  a friend,  for 
which  being  profecuted,  he  quitted  England,  and  made  a cam- 
paign with  the  army  in  Flanders,  where  he  had  the  fortune. 
\ 

(cj  He  was  the  author,  if  I i..iftalce  not,  of.  a copy  of  verfes  prefixed  to  Garth’s-. 
Difpenfary,  in  which  is  this  beautiful  triplet : 

I read  thee  over  with  a lover’s  eye : 

Thou  haft  no  faults,  or  I no  faults  can  fpy  j 

Thou  art  all  beauty  i— or  all  blindnefs  I. . 

to 
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BOOK  to  attradl  the  notice,  and  acquire  the  patronage,  of  the 
Duke  of  Marlborough. — In  1704,  he  attended  the  Duke  as 
one  of  his  aides-de-camp,  and  as  fuch,  on  the  event  of  the 
battle  of  Hochftet,  having  been  fent  by  his  Grace  to  England, 
with  intelligence  of  that  important  vidory,  he  was  rewarded 
by  the  Queen  with  a purfe  of  a thoufand  guineas,  and  her 
picture  richly  fet  with  diamonds.  The  year  following,  the 
government  of  the  Leeward  Iflands  becoming  vacant,  Mr.  Park, 
through  the  intereft  of  his  noble  patron,  was  appointed  to  fuc- 
ceed  Sir  William  Mathews  therein,  and  he  arrived  at  Antigua 
^ in  July  1706, 

As  he  was  a native  of  America,  and  his  intereft  with  the 
Britifh  adminiftration  was  believed  to  be  conliderable,  the  in- 
habitants of  the  Leeward  Iflands,  who  were  probably  unac- 
quainted with  his  private  charadter,  received  him  with  lingular 
refpedt,  and  the  aflembly  of  Antigua,  even  contrary  to  a royal 
inftrudtion,  added  a thoufand  pounds  to  his  yearly  income,  in 
order,  as  it  was  exprelTed  in  the  vote,  to  relieve  him  from 
the  expence  of  houfe-rent ; a provifion  which,  I believe,  has 
been  continued  ever  lince  to  his  fuccelfors  in  the  govern- 
ment. 

The  return  which  Mr.  Park  thought  proper  to  make  for 
this  mark  of  their  kindnefs,  was  an  avowed  and  unreflrained 
violation  of  all  decency  and  principle.”  He  feared  neither  God 
nor  man  ; and  it  was  foon  obferved  of  him,  as  it  had  formerly 
been  of  another  deteftable  tyrant,  that  he  /pared  no  man  in  his 
anger i nor  woman  in  his  lufi.  One  of  his  firfl:  enormities  was  to 

debauch 
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'.(lelSauch  the  wife  of  a Mr-  Cl^efleL*,  who  was  factor  to  the  royal 
African  company,  and  the  mod;  conhderable  merchant  in  the 
ifland.  Apprehending  that  the  injured  hufband  might  meditate 
xevenge,  the  worthy  governor  endeavoured,  to  be  beforehand 
with  him,  by  adding  the  crime  of  miy'der  to  that  of  adultery  j 
for  Chefter  having  about  this  tin\e  had  the  misfortune  to  kill 
a perfon  by  accident,  his  excellency,,  who- had  raifed  a common 
foldier  to  the  office  of  provoft-marffial,  brought  him  to  a 
trial  for  his  life  j directing  his  inftrument  the  provoft-marffiah 
to  impanel  a jury 'of  certain  perfons,  from  whom  he  doubted 
not  to  obtain  Chefter’s,  convidtion ; and  thjs  execution  of  this 
innocent  and  injured  man  would  undoubtedly  have  followed,  if 
the  evidence,  in  his  favour  had  not  proved  too  powerful  to  be. 
overborne;  fo  that  the  jury  were  compelled  to  pronounce  his, 
acquittal. 

Another  of  his  exploits  was  an  attempt  to  rob  the  Co.- 
drington  family  of  the  ifland  of  Barbuda  (of  which  they  had 
held  peaceable  pofleffion  for  thirty  years)  by  calling  on  them  to. 
prove  their  title  before  hiinfelf  and  his  council ; a meafure. 
which  gave  every  proprietor  reafon  to  apprehend  that  he  had 
no  fecurity  for  his  poflefljons  but  the  governor’s  forbearance. 

He  declared  that  he  would  fuffer  no  provoft-marflial  to  adt,, 
who  ffiould  not  at  all  times  fummon  fuch  juries  as  he  fliould 
diredt.  He  changed  the  mode  of  eledting  members  to  ferve  ia 
the  aflembly,  in  order  to  exclude  perfons  he  did  not  like;  and 
not  being  able  by  this  meafure  to  procure  an  aflembly  to  his. 
with,  he  refufed  to  call  them  together  even  when  the  French, 
threatened  an  invfiaon. 
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He  entered  the  houfe  of  Mr.  Chefler,  the  perfon  before 
mentioned,  with  an  ’armed  force,  and  feized  feveral  gentlemen 
(fome  of  them  the  principal  men  of  the  ifland)  who  were 
there  met  for  the  purpofe  of  good  fellowfliip,  on  fufpicion  that 
they  were  concerting  meafures  againft  himfelf ; moft  of  whonj 
he  fent  by  his  own  authority  to  the  common  jail,  and  kept 
them  there  without  bail  or  trial. 

By  thefe,  and  a thouland  other  odious  and  intemperate  pro- 
ceedings, the  whole  country  became  a party  againft  him,  and 
difpatched  an  agent  to  England  to  lay  their  grievances  before 
the  crown,  adopting,  in  the  firft  inftance,  all  moderate  and  legal 
means  to  procure  his  removal ; but  from  the  delays  incident 
to  the  bufinefs,  the  people  loft  all  temper,  and  began  to  confider 
forbearance  as  no  longer  a virtue.  More  than  one  attempt  was 
made  on  the  governor’s  life,  in  the  laft  of  which  he  was  griev-. 
oufly,  but  not  mortally,  wounded.  Unhappily  the  furious  and 
exafperated  ftate  of  men’s  minds  admitted  of  no  compromife, 
and  the  rafh  impetuous  governor  was  not  of  a difpofttion  to 
foften  or  conciliate,  if  occafton  had  offered. 

At  length,  however,  inftrudlions  came  from  the  crown, 
direfting  Mr.  Park  to  reftgn  his  command  to  the  lieutenant- 
governor,  and  return  to  England  by  the  firft  convenient  op- 
portunity; at  the  fame  time  commifhoners  were  appointed  to 
take  examinations  on  the  fpot,  concerning  the  complaints 
which  had  been  urged  againft  his  conduct.  It  would  have 
been  happy  if  the  inhabitants  of  Antigua  had  borne  their  fuc- 
cefs  with  moderation ; but  the  triumphant  joy  which  they 
, manifefted,. 
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manifefted,  on  receipt  of  the  Queen’s  orders,  provoked  the 
governor  into  defperation.  He  declared  that  he  would  con- 
tinue in  the  government  in  fpite  of  the  inhabitants,  and  being 
informed,  that  a Ihip  was  about  to  fail  for  Europe,  in  which 
he  might  conveniently  have  embarked,  he  refufed  to  leave  the 
country.  In  the  meanwhile,  to  convince  the  people  that  his 
firmnefs  was  unabated,  and  that  he  ftill  confidered  himfelf  in 
the  rightful  exercife  of  his  authority,  he  iffued  a proclamation 
to  dilTolve  the  affembly. 

Matters  were  now  coming  fail;  to  an  ilTue.  The  affembly 
continued  fitting  notwithfiianding  the  governor's  proclamation, 
and  refolved,  that  having  been  recalled  by  his  fovereign,  his 
continuance  in  the  government  was  ufurpation  and  tyranny, 
ail'd  that  it  was  their  duty  to  take  charge  of  the  fafety  and 
peace  of  the  ifland.  On  hearing  of  this  vote,  the  governor 
fecretly  ordered  a party  of  foldiers  to  furround  them ; but  the 
alTembly  having  obtained  information  of  his  intentions,  imme- 
diately feparated  to  provide  for  their  perfonal  fafety.  The  en- 
fuing  night,  and  the  whole  of  the  following  day,  were  em- 
ployed in  fummoning  the  inhabitants  from  all  parts  of  the 
illand,  to  haften  to  the  capital,  properly  armed,  to  proted:  their 
reprefentatives.  It  was  given  out,  however,  that  the  governor’s, 
life  was  not  aimed  at  j all  that  was  intended,  was  to  fecure  his 
perfon,  and  fend  him  from  the  ifland. 

On  Thurfday  the  yth  of  December  1710,  early  in  the  morn- 
ing, about  five  hundred  men  appeared  in  arms,  in  the  town  of 
Saint  John’s,  where  Colonel  Park  had  been  making  provifioii 
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for  rcfilHnce  iit  cafe  of  an  attack.  He  had  converted  thV 
government  houfe  into  a garrifon,  and  ftationed  in  it  all  the 
regular  troops  that  were  in  the  ifland."'  On  the - approach  of 
the  inhabitants  however,  his  courage  deferted  him.  The  fight 
of  an  injured  people,  coming  forward  as  one  man,  with  de- 
liberate valour,  to  execute  on  his  perfon  that  punifhment  which, 
he  mull  have  been  confeious  his  enormities  well  merited,  over- 
whelmed him  with  confu Iron  and^terror.  Although  he  muft  ’ 
have  been  apprized,  that  his  adverfaries  had  proceeded  too  far 
to  retreat,  he  now,  for  the  firft  time,  when  it  was  too  late,  had 
recourfe  to  concelTion.  He  difpatched  the  provoh-marfHal 
with  a meffage,  fignifying  his  readinefs  to  meet  the  alTembly 
at  Pa'rham,  and  to  confent  to  whatever  laws  they  fhould  think  ' 
. proper  to  pafs  for  the  good  of  the  country.  He  offered  at  the 
fame  time  to  difmifs  his  foldiers,  provided  fix  of  the  principal  " 
inhabitants  would  remain  with  him  as  hoftages  for  the  fafetv 
of  his  perfon.  The  fpeaker  of  the  affembly,  and  one  of  the 
members  of  the  council,  unwilling  to  carry  matters  to  the  laft" 
extremity,  feemed  inclined  to  a compromife,  and  propofed  them- 
felves  as  two  of  the  hoftages  required  by  the  governor ; but 
the  general  body  of  the  people,  apprehenfive  that  further  delay 
might  be  fatal  to  their  caufe,  called  aloud  for  immediate  ven- 
geance; and  indantly  marched  forward  in  two  diviuons.  One 
of  thefe,  led  by  Mr.  Piggot,  a member  of  the  affembly,  taking 
poffeffion  of  an  eminence  that  commanded  the  government 
houfe,  attacked  it  with  great  fury.  The  fire  was  brifkly  re- 
turned for  a corrfiderable-time,  but  at  length  the  affailants  broke 
into  the  houfe.  The  governor  met  them  with  firmnefs,  and 
(hot  Piggot  dead'  with  his  own  hand,  but  received  in  the  fame. 
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moment  a wound  which  laid  him  prollrate.  His  attendants,  CHAP.' 
fe-eing  him  fall,  threw  down  their  arms,  and  the  enraged  po-  IV. 
pulaee,  feizing  the  perfon  of  the  wretched  governor,  who  was  iHll 
alive,  tore  .him  into  a thoufand  pieces,  and  fcattered  his  reeking 
limbs  in  the  flreet.  Beiides  the  governor,  an  enfign  and  thirteen 
private  foldiers,  who  fought  in  his  caufe,  were  killed  outright,  and 
a- lieutenant  and  twenty-four  privates  wounded.  Of  the  people, 
thirty-two  were  killed  and  wounded,  befides  Mr.  Piggot.  The 
governor’s  death  inftantly  put  an  end  to  this  bloody  conflid:. 

T K‘US  periflied,  in  a general  infurt'edriort  of  an  infulted  and 
indignant  community,  a brutal  and  licentious  defpot,  than 
whom  no  (late  criminal  was  ever  more  defervedly  puniflied. 

He  was* a moufter-in  wickednefs,  and  being  placed  by  his  fitua- 
tion  beyond  the  reach  of  ordinary  reflraint,  it  was  as  lawful  ta 
cut  him  ofFby  every  means  poffible,  as  it  would  have  been  to’ 

Ihoot  a wild  beafl  that  had  broke  its  limits,  and  was  gorging  itfelf 
with  human  blood.  “ The  people  of  England,  fays  an  emi- 
nent writer  heard  with  aftonifhment  of  Park’s  untimely 
fete;  but  the  publick  were  divided  in  their  fentiments  ; fome 
looking  upon  his  death  as  an  ad  of  rebellion  againft  the  crown, 
and  others  confidering  it  as- a Sacrifice  ta  liberty.  The!  flagrancy' 
of  the  perpetration,  and'compaffion  for- the  man,  at  laftgot  the 
better.”  ‘ In  the  latter  affertion  however,  the  writer  is  clearly 
miftaken  ; for  the  Englifli  government,  after  full  inveftigation, 
was  fo  thoroughly  fatisfied  of  Mr.  Park’s-mrfcondud,  as  to  ilfue,' 
much  to  its  honour,  a general  pardon  of  all  perfons  concerned 
in  his  death,  and  two  of  the  principal  adors  therein  were  even 
promoted  fame  time  afterwards  to  feats  in  the  council 

( 4)  Univerfal  Hiilory,  vol.  XLI, 
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From  this  period  I clofe  my  account  of  the  civil  con- 
cerns of  Antigua,  finding  no  occurrence  in  its  fubfequent  hif- 
tory  of  fufficient  importance  to  detain  the  reader ; what 
remains  therefore  is  chiefly  topographical,  and  I hope  will  be 
found  correct. 


Antigua  is  upwards  of  fifty  miles  in  circumference,  and 
contains  59,838  acres  of  land,  of  which  about  34,000  are  appro- 
priated to  the  growth  of  fugar,  and  pafturage  annexed : its 
other  principal  ftaples  are  cotton-wool  and  tobacco ; to  what 
extent  of  cultivation  I am  not  informed ; and  they  raife  in 
favourable  years  great  quantities  of  provifions. 

This  ifland  contains  two  different  kinds  of  foil;  the  one  a 
black  mould  on  a fubflratum  of  clay,  which  is  naturally  rich, 
and  when  not  checked  by  exceffive  droughts,  to  which  Anti- 
gua is  particularly  fubjedl,  very  produdiive.  The  other  is  a 
fliff  clay  on  a fubflratum  of  marl.  It  is  much  lefs  fertile  than 
the  former,  and  abounds  with  an  inirradicable  kind  of  grafs,  in 
fuch  a manner  that  many  eflates  confifling  of  that  kind  of  foil, 
which  were  once  very  profitable,  are  now  fo  impoverifhed  and 
overgrown  with  this  fort  of  grafs,  as  either  to  be  converted 
into  paflure  land,  or  to  become  entirely  abandoned.  Exclufive 
of  fuch  defer  ted  land,  and  a fmall  part  of  the  country  that  is 
altogether  unimprovable,  every  part  of  the  ifland  may  be  faid 
to  be  under  cultivation. 


From  the  circumflances  that  have  been  related,  it  is  difficult 
to  furnifli  an  average  return  of  the  crops,  which  vary  to  fo  great 
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a degree,  that  the  quantity  of  fugar  exported  from  this  idand  in 
fbme  years,  is  five  times  greater  than  in  others;  thus  in  1779 
were  fhipped  3,382  hoglheads,  and  579  tierces ; in  1782  the 
crop  was  I5>i02  hoglheads,  and  1,603  .tierces;  and  in  the 
years  1770,  1773,  and  1778,  there  were  no  crops  of  any  kind  ; 
all  the  canes  being  deftroyed  by  a long  continuance  of  dry 
weather,  and  the  whole  body  of  the  negroes  rauft  have  periflied 
for  want  of  food,  if  American  veflels  with  corn  and  flour  had 
been  at  that  time,  as  they  now  are,  denied  Admittance. 

It  feems  to  me  on  the  whole,  that  the  ifland  has  progreflively 
decreafed  both  in  produce  and  white  population.  The  laft 
accurate  returns  to  government  were  in  1774*  In  that  year, 
the  white  inhabitants  of  all  ages  and  fexes  were  2,590,  and  the 
enflaved  negroes  37,808,  and  I believe,  that  17,000  hoglheads 
of  fugar  of  fixteen  cwt.  are  reckoned  a good  faving  crop. 
This,  as  one-half  the  canes  only  are  cut  annually,  is  about  a 
hoglhead  of  fugar  per  acre  for  each  acre  that  is  cut.  The  pro- 
duce of  1787  will  be  given  hereafter ; and  I believe  it  was  a 
year  more  favourable  to  Antigua,  in  proportion  to  its  extent, 
than  to  any  other  of  the  Britilh  illands  in  the  Well  Indies. 

Antigua  is  divided  into  fix  parilhes  and  eleven  dillricfls, 
and  contains  fix  towns  and  villages.  Saint  John’s  (the 
capital)  Parham,  Falmouth,  Willoughby  Bay,  Old  Road,  and 
James  Fort ; of  which,  the  two  firll  are  legal  ports  of  entry. — 
No  ifland,  in  this  part  of  the  Well  Indies,  can  boall  of  fo  many 

(^)  The  town  of  Saint  John’s  was  nearly  deftroyed  by  fire  on  the  1 7th  of  • 
Auguft  1769;  upwards  of  260  houfes  being  conlumed ; befides  wharfs,, 
cranes,  See.  8cc, 
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excellent  harbours.  Of  thefe^  the  principal  are  Englifli  harbour 
and  Saint  John’s,  both  well  fortified,  and  at  the  former,  the 
Britifli  government  has  eifabliflicd  a royal  navy-yard  and  arfenal, 
and  conveniencies  for  careening  fliipa  of  war.<v. 

The  military  efiabliflirrient  generally  confifls  of  two  regi- 
ments of  infantry,  and  two  of  foot  militia.  There  are  likewife 
a fq^iadron  of  dragoons,  and  a battalion  of  artillery,  both-  raifed' 
in  the  illand,  and  the  regulars  receive  additional  pay,  as  in 
Jamaica.- 


BOOK 


It  hath  been  already  obferved,  that  the  governor  or  captain- 
general  of  the  leeward  Charaibean  iflands,  although  diredfed  by 
his inlbrudtions  to vifitoccafionallyeach  ifland,within;his govern-; 
ment,  is  generally  ftationary  at  Antigua  : he  is  chancellor  of  each- 
ifland  by  his  office,  but  commonly  holds  the  court  in  Antigua^ 
and  in  hearing  and  determining  caufes  from  the' other  iflands, ' 
prefide.s  alone.  In  caufes  arifing.  in  Antigua,  he  is  affifted  by 
Ills  council,  after  the  practice  of  Barbadoes  ; and,  by  an  ad:  of 
the  aflembly  of  this  ifland,  confirmed  by  the  crown,  the  prefi- 
dent  and  a certain  number  of  the  council  may  determine  chan- 
cery caufes  during  the  abfence  of  tlie  governor-general.  The 
otjaer  courts  of 'this  ifland  are  a.  court  of  king’s-bencli,  a court 
of  common-pjeas,  and  a co.nrt  of  exchequer;. 

p 
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The  legiflature  ©f  Antigua  is^compofed  of  the  commander  in 
chief,  a council  of  twelve  members,  and  an  affembly  of  tvyenty-  ^ 
five ; and  it  is  very  much  to  its  honour  that  it  prefented  the  firft 
example  to  the  fifter  iflands  of  a melioration  of  the  crirriinal  law 
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groes,  and  lead  them  into  the  knowledge  of  religious  truth.  In 
the  report  of  the  lords  of  the  committee  of  council  on  the  llave- 
trade,  is  an  account  of  the  labours  of  the  fociety  known  by  the 
name  of  the  JJnitas  FratrutUy  (commonly  called  Moravians)  in 
this  truly  glorious  purfuit ; from  which  it  appears  that  their 
condudt  in  this  bulinefs  difplays  fuch  found  judgment,  breathes 
fuch  a fpirit  of  genuine  chridianity,  and  has  been  attended  with 
fuch  eminent  fuccefs,  as  to  entitle  its  brethren  and  millionaries 
to  the  mod  favourable  reception,  from  every  man  whom  the 
accidents  of  fortune  have  inveded  with  power  over  the  poor 
Africans  j and  who  believes  (as  I hope  every  planter  believes)- 
that  they  are  his  fellow-creatures,  and  of  equal  importance 
with  himfelf  in  the  eyes  of  an  all-feeing  and  impartial  gover- 
nor of  the  univerfe.  With  an  abridgment  of  that  account,  I 
diall  clofe  the  fubjedt  of  my  prefent  difeudion. 

“ The  church  of  the  united  brethren  have,  ever  fince  the 
year  1732,  beenadtive  in  preaching  the  gofpel  to  different  hea- 
then nations  in  many  parts  of  the  world,  but  not  with  equal 
fuccefs  in  all  places.  The  method  here  deferibed,  and  made  ufe 
of  by  the  miffionaries  of  the  faid  church,  in  leading  the  negre- 
ilaves  in  the  Wed  Indies  to  the  knowledge  and  pradlice  of 
VoL.  I.  3 M chridianity. 


refpedllng  negroe  daves,  by  giving  the  accufed  party  the  benefit 
of  a trial  by  jury:  and  allowing  in  the  cafe  of  capital  convic- 
tions four  days  between  tlie  time  of  fentence  and  execution. 
And  it  is  dill  more  to  the  honour  of  Antigua,  that  its  inhabi- 
tants have  encouraged,  in  a particular  manner,  the  laudable 
endeavours  of  certain  pious  men,  who  have  undertaken,  from 
the  pured  and  bed  motives,  to  enlighten  the  minds  of  the  ne- 
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BOOK  chriftianity,  is  followed,  in  all  points  that  are  not  local,  in  all  the 
miffions  of  the  brethren. 

After  many  years  unfuccefsful  labour,  experience  has 
taught  them,  that  the  plain  teftimony  concerning  the  death  land 
padion  of  Jefus  Chriil:  the  Son  of  God,  together  with  its  caufe 
and  happy  confequences,  delivered  by  a miffionary  touched 
with  an  experimental  fenfe  of  it,  is  the  fureft  way  of  enlighten- 
ing the  benighted  minds  of  the  negroes,  in  order  to  lead  them 
afterwards  ftep  by  ftep  into  all  truth  : they  therefore  make  it  a 
rule,  never  to  enter  into  an  extenfive  difeuffion  of  the  dodtrines 
of  God’s  being  an  infinite  fpirit,  of  the  holy  trinity,  &c.  nor 
to  feek  to  open  their  underflandings  in  thofe  points,  until  they 
believe  in  Jefus,  and  that  the  word  of  the  crofs  has  proved  it- 
felf  the  power  of  God  unto  falvation,  by  the  true  converfion  of 
their  hearts.  Both  in  the  beginning  and  progrefs  of  their  in- 
ftrudions,  the  miffionaries  endeavour  to  deliver  themfelves  as 
plainly  and  intelligibly  to  the  faculties  of  their  hearers  as  pof- 
lible  ; and  the  Lord  has  given  his  bleffing  even  to  the  moft  un- 
learned, that  went  forth  in  reliance  upon  him,  to  learn  the  dif- 
ficult languages  of  the  negroes,  fo  as  to  attain  to  great  fluency 
in  them ; one  great  difficulty  arifes  indeed  from  the  new  ideas 
and  words  neceflary  to  exprefs  the  divine  truths  to  be  intro- 
duced into  them,  but  even  this  has  been  furmounted  through 
God’s  grace. 

As  it  is  required  of  all  believers,  that  they  prove  their  faith 
by  their  works ; the  brethren  teach,  that  no  habit  of  fin,  in  any 
land  or  place,  nor  any  prevailing  cufiom  whatever,  can  be  ad- 
Z mitted 
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mitted  as  a plea  for  a behaviour  not  conformable  to  the  moral 
law  of  God,given  unto  all  mankind.  Upon  the  fulfilment  of  this, 
the  mifiionaries  infift  every  where.  Every  thing  that  is  ac- 
counted decent  and  virtuous  among  chriftians,  is  inculcated  into' 
the  minds  of  the  people.  Drunkennefs,  adultery,  whoredom, 
forcery,  theft,  anger  and  revenge,  and  all  other  works  of  the 
flefh,  as  enumerated  by  our  Lord  and  his  Apoftles  as  proceed- 
ing from  the  heart,  being  plain  proofs  that  man  is  either  un- 
converted, or  again  fallen  into  heathenifm  and  idolatry,  it  fol- 
lows of  courfe,  that  any  one  guilty  of  thefe  things  is  put  away 
from  the  congregation,  and  not  re-admitted  before  a true  and 
fincere  repentance  is  apparent,  and  the  offence  done  away:  but 
it  is  not  fufficient  that  the  believers  abftain  from  open  fcandal, 
their  private  behaviour  in  their  families,  and  in  every  occur- 
rence of  life,  mull  evidence  a thorough  change  of  heart  and 
principles : indeed  the  believing  negroes  in  Antigua,  and  in 
other  places  where  the  brethren  have  miffions,  are  fo  much 
under  the  influence  of  their  mailers,  and  of  a variety  of  circum- 
llances  that  attend  their  being  Haves,  that  it  may  perhaps  feem 
more  difficult  to  eflfeft  a change  of  culloms  and  pra<flices,  and 
to  enforce  a Heady  chrillian  condudl  In  all  cafes  amongH  them,  ^ 
than  amongH  free  heathens ; and  yet  it  muH  be  owned,  to  the 
praife  of  God,  that  this  is  vifible  at  prefent  in  many  thoufand 
converted  negroes. 

The  miffionaries,  however,  have  frequent  occafion  to  fee  with 
forrow,  how  deeply  rooted  the  habit  of  fin,  and  the  tendency 
to  excufe  it,  is  in  the  minds  of  the  negroes  j who,  when*  uncon- 
verted, are  particularly  given  to  an  unbounded  gratification  of 
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every  fenfual  luft;  but  on  this  very  account  it  becomes  the  more 
needful  to  watcli,  and  not  to  fuffer  the  leafl;  deviation  from  the 
right  path,  to  remain  unnoticed  in  the  believers.  It  has  been 
before  obferved,  that  baptifm  is  adminiRered  to  none, but  to  fuch 
in  whom.a  thorough  converfion  of  heart  is  already  perceivable. 
As  foon  as  they  are  confidered  as  candidates  for  baptifm,  they 
are  fubjedt  to  the  difcipllne  of  the  church,  by  which  if  they 
offend,  and  private  admonition  and  reproof  have  not  the  de- 
hred  effeft,  they  are  excluded  from  the  fellowfliip  of  the  reft, 
though  they  may  attend  publick  fervice,  and  every  means  is  ftill 
faithfully  applied  to  bring  them  back.  Thus  a communicant, 
in  cafe  of  an  offence  given,  is  not  admitted  to  the  Lord’s  fup- 
per.  This  difcipllne  has,  by  God’s  bleffing,  had  fo  good  an  ef- 
fedt,  that  many  a believing  negro  would  rather  fuffer  the  fevereff 
bodily  punifhment  than  incur  it.  If  they  confefs  their  fins,  and 
heartily  repent,  they  are  willingly,  and,  according  to  the  nature 
of  the  offence,  either  privately,  or  in  the  prefence  of  a part  or 
the  whole  of  the  congregation,  re-admitted  to  the  fellowfliip  of 
the  church.  The  believing  negroes  are  not  fuffered  to  attend 
any  where,  where  the  unconverted  meet  for  the  fake  of  feafting, 
dancing,  gaming,  &c.  and  the  ufual  plea  of  not  entering  into  the 
fnful part  of  tbefe  diverfonsy  is  never  admitted,  inafmuch  as  the 
leaff  ftep  towards  vice  and  immorality,  generally  plunges  them 
by  degrees  into  grofs  fins.  The  hankering  after  the  vain  tra- 
ditions of  their  forefathers,  is  confidered  as  a falling  off  from 
that  love  to  the  Lord  Jefus  and  his  dodlrines,  which  once 
prompted  them  to  forfake  all  ungodlinefs,  and  devote  them- 
felves  unto  Godj  and  if  they  perfift.in  evil  ways,  the  faith- 
ful nefs 
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fulnefs  due  to  the  reft  of  the  flock  on  the  part  of  the  mifliona- 
ries  demands  their  feparation,  left  they  feduce  others. 

The  polygamy  of  the  negroes  has  caufed  no  fmall  embar- 
raflment  to  the  miffionarics.  The  following  is  a fliort  account 
of  the  brethren’s  manner  of  treating  them  in  this  particular  i 
When  a negro  man  or  woman  applies  as  above  deferibed,  to  be 
baptized  or  received  into  the  congregation,  ftridt  enquiry  is 
made  concerning  every  circumftance  attending  his  or  her  fitua.- 
tion  and  connexions  in  life.  If  it  is  found  that  a man  has  more 
than  one  wife,  the  queftion  arifes,  how  the  brethren  have  to  ad- 
vife  him  in  this  particular  : St.  Paul  fays,  if  any  brother  hath 
a wife  that  believeth  not,  and  that  is  yet  an  heathen,  and  fhe  be 
plcafed  to  dwell  with  him,  let  him  not  put  her  away,”  i Cor. 
vii.  21  j but  again  he  fays,  “ a bifhop  mufl;  be  blamelefs,  the 
hufband  of  one  wife,”  i Tim.  iii-.  2.  We  read  of  no  further 
precept  in  the  holy  feriptures  concerning  this  fubjeX;  the 
brethren  therefore  were  of  opinion,  that  the  miflionaries  fhould. 
keep  ftriXly  to  the  following  refolutions  : 

I.  That  they  could  not  compel  a man,  who  had,  before 
his  converflon,.  taken  more  than  one  wife,  to  put  away  one  or 
more  of  them,  without  her  or  their  confent. 

II.  But  yet,  that  they  could  not  appoint  fuch  a man  to: 
be  a helper  or  fervant  in  the  church ; and 

III.  That  a man  who  believeth  in  Chrift,  if  he  marry, 
fhould  take  only  one  wife  in  marriagCj  and  that  he  is  bound  to- 
keep  himfelf  only  to  that  woman,  till  death  parts  them. 
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BOOK  The  inftances  that  a man  has  three  wives  are  few;  all  mlf- 
ni.  trefles  mufl:  of  courfe  be  put  away  without  exception;  befides 
this,  the  miffionaries  lofe  no  opportunity  of  inculcating  into  the 
minds  of  the  married  people,  how  to  walk  in  this  flate  conform- 
-able  to  the  rules  laid  down  in  holy  writ,  and  every  deviation 
from  them  is  feverely  cenfured.  If  any  baptized  man  leaves  his 
wife,  and  takes  another,  and  takes  one  or  more  wives  behdes  the 
hrfl:,  or  in  cafe  he  has  had  two,  and  one  dies,  and  he  fliould 
marry  another,  he  is  excluded  the  feliowfhip  of  the  church. 
Neither  can  the  brethren  admit  of  the  heathenilh  cuftoms  in 
courting  a wife,  but  they  expert,  that  in  cafe  a believer  wifli  to 
marry,  he  do  all  things  in  a decent  and  chriflian  manner : it  is 
of  courfe  expedled  that  all  baptized  parents  educate  their  chil- 
dren in  the  fear  of  the  Lord,  fhewing  them  a good  example.  If 
by  a fale  of  negroes  by  audtion,  or  in  any  other  way,  wives  are 
torn  from  their  hufbands,  or  hulbands  from  their  wives,  and 
carried  off  to  diftant  iflands,  though  the  brethren  do  not  advife, 
yet  they  cannot  hinder  a regular  marriage  with  another  perfon, 
efpecially,  if  a family  of  young  children,  or  other  circumftances, 
fecm  to  render  an  helpmate  neceffary;  and,  as  is  moftly  the 
cafe,  no  hopes  remain  of  the  former  ever,  returning.  A certifi- 
cate of  baptifm  is  given  to  every  baptized  negro,  that  mufl 
thus  leave  the  congregation  j and  there  have  been  inflances,  / 
that  by  their  godly  walk  and  converfation  in  diflant  parts,  they 
have  caufed  others  to  hearken  to  their  word  and  believe. 


Though  all  the  above  injundlions  are  of  fuch  a nature,  that 
they  not  only  war  againfl  their  heathenifh  propenfities,  but 
even  againfl  what  fome  might  call  excufable  indulgencies ; yet 
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it  is  a fad,  that  at  this  prefent  time,  feme  thoufand  negroes  CHAP, 
in  Antigua,  and  other  iflands,  fubmit  to  them  with  willing-  , 

nefs. 

The  number  of  converted  Negro  Haves  under  the  care  of 
the  brethren,  at  the  end  of  the  year  1787,  was. 


In  Antigua,  exadly  - - - 

5.465 

In  St.  Kitt’s,  a new  miflion 

80 

In  Barbadoes  and  Jamaica,  about  - 

lOO 

In  St.  Thomas,  St.  Croix,  and  St. . 

Jan,  about  - _ 

10,000 

In  Surinam,  about  - 

400 

Still  living  in  the  Weft  Indies  and  Surinam  16,045,  as. 
nearly  as  can  be.  afeertained  from  the  lateft  accounts.”^ 


Section  IV.. 

MONTSERRAT. 

OF  this  little  illand,  neither  the  extent  nor  the  importance  ‘ 
demands  a very  copious  difeuffion.  It  was  difeovered  at  the  fame : 
time  with  St.  Chriftopher’s,  and  derived  its  name  from  a fup- 
pofed  refemblance  which  Columbus  perceived  in  the  face  of  ' 
the  country,  to  a mountain  of  the  fame  name  near  Barcelona. 

The  name  was  all  that  was  beftowed  upon  it  by  the  Spa- 
niards. Like  Nevis,  it  was  firft  planted  by  a fmall  colony  from  1 
St.  Chriftopher’s,  detached  in  1632  from  the  adventurers  under.- 

Warner.- 
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Warner.  Their  reparation  appears  indeed  to  have  been  partly 
occalioned  by  local  attachments  and  religious  difTenfions  j 
which  rendered  their  fituation  in  St.  Chriftopher’s  uneafy,  be- 
ing chiefly  natives  of  Ireland,  of  the  Romifh  perfuafion.  The 
fame  caufes,  however,  operated  to  the  augmentation  of  their 
numbers;  for  fo  many  perfons  of  the  fame  country  and  reli- 
gion adventured  thither  foon  after  the  firfl:  fettlement,  as  to 
create  a white  population  which  it  has  ever  fmce  polTeffed ; 
if  it  be  true,  as  aflerted  by  Oldmixon,  that  at  the  end  of  fix- 
teen  years  there  were  in  the  ifland  upwards  of  one  thoufand 
white  families,  confliituting  a militia  of  three  hundred  and  fixty 
effedive  men. 

The  civil  hiftory  of  this  little  ifland  contains  nothing  very 
remarkable.  It  was  invaded  by  a French  force  in  1712,  and 
fuflered  fo  much  from  the  depredations  of  that  armament,  that 
an  article  was  inferted  in  the  treaty  of  Utrecht  for  appointing 
commiflioners  to  enquire  into  the  damages ; which,  however, 
v/ere  not  made  good  to  the  fufferers.  It  was  again  invaded, 
and  with  moft  of  the  other  iflands  captured  by  the  French  in 
the  late  war,  and  reilored  with  the  reft. 

Nothing  therefore  remains  but  to  furnifli  the  reader  with 
an  account  of  its  prefent  ftate  in  relpe(^!l  of  cultivation,  pro- 
ductions, and  exports. 

Montserrat  is  about  three  leagues  in  length,  and  as  many 
in  breadth,  and  is  fuppofed  to  contain  about  thirty  thoufand 
acres  of  land,  of  which  almofl;  two-thirds  are  very  mountainous, 
«or  very  barren.  The  land  in  cultivation  is  appropriated  nearly 

as 
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as  follows.  In  fugar, fix  thoufand  acres:  In  cotton,  provifions,  CHAP, 
and  pafiurage,  two  thoufand  each.  None  other  of  the  tropical 
fiaples  are  raifed.  Its  average  crop  from  1784  to  1788,  were 
2,737  hogllieads  of  fiagar  of  fixteen  hundred  weight,  1,107 
puncheons  of  Rum,  and  275  bales  of  cotton.  The  exports  of 
1787,  and  their  value  at  the  London  market,  will  be  feen  in  a 
table  annexed  to  this  chapter.  They  are-  produced  by  the  la- 
bour of  one  thoufand  three  hundred  whites,  and  about  ten. 
thoufand  negroes.. 

The  government  is  adminifiered  in  this,  as  in* the  other' 
illands,  by  a legiflature  of  its  own,  under  the  captain  general.  > 

The  council  confifts  of  fix  members,  and  the  affembly  of  eight, , 
two  from  each  of  the  four  diftri€ts  into  which  it  is  divided;  and 
the  proportion  which  Montferrat  contributes  to  the  falary  off 
the  captain  general  is  £,^00 per  annum,. 


Section  V. 

VIRGIN  ISLANDS. 

OF  the  Virgin  Iflands  I have  fo  few  particulars  to  comma-' 
nicate,  that  I fear  the  reader  will  accufe  me  of  inattention  or  ' 
idlenefs  in  my  refearches.  I have,  however,  folicited  informa- 
tion of  thofe  who  I thought  were  mofi:  likely  to  afford  it;  but 
if  my  enquiries  were  not  flighted,  my  expe(ftations  were  not  gra-  ' 
y.OL,  I, . • 3..N-  tified, . 
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BOOK  tl(ied.  Even  in  a late  hiftorical  acccufit  by  Mr.  Suckling,  the 
III-  chief  juftice  of  thefe  iflands,  I find  b ‘t  little  of  which  I can 
' avail  myfelf.  It  furnifiies  no  particulars  concerning  their  ex- 

tent, their  cultivation,  or  their  commerce.  It  is  filent  as  to  the 
number  of  their  prefent  Englilh  inhabitants.  The  author  is 
even  mifinformed  as  to  the  origin  of  their  prefent  name  j for 
he  fuppofes  that  it  was  beftowed  upon  them  in  1580,  by  Sir 
Francis  Drake,  in  honour  of  Queen  Elizabeth;  but  the  fait  is, 
that  thefe  iflands  were  named  Las  Virgines,  by  Columbus  him- 
felf,  who  difeovered  them  in  1493,  and  gave  tnem  this  appella- 
tion in  allufion  to  the  well  known  legend  in  the  Romifli  ritual 
of  the  11,000  virgins. 

The  Spaniards  of  thofe  days,  however,  thought  them  un- 
worthy of  further  notice.  A century  afterwa’-ds  (1596)  they 
were  vifited  by  the  earl  of  Cumberland,  in  his  way  to  the  attack 
of  Porto  Rico,  and  the  hiftorian  of  that  voyage,  whofe  narra- 
tive is  preferved  in  Hakluyt’s  collecflion,  calls  them  “ a knot 

of  little  iflands  wholly  uninhabited,  fandy,  barren,  and  crag- 
“ gy.”  The  whole  group  may  comprehend  about  forty  iflands, 
iflots,  and  keys,  and  they  are  divided  at  prefent  between  the 
Englilh,  the  Spaniards,  and*  Danes.  The  Englifli  hold  Tor- 
tola, and  Virgin  Gorda^^y,  Jofvan  Dykes,  Guana  Ifle,  Beef 
and  Thatch  Iflands,  Anegada,  Nichar,  Prickly  Pear,  Camana’s, 
Ginger,  Cooper’s,  Sait  I'fland,  Peter’s  Ifland,  and  feveral  others 
of  little  value.  The  Danes  polTefs  Santa  Cruz  (f)^  St. 

Thomas, 

(e)  ThisMaft  is  likewife  called  Pennifton,  and  corruptly  Spanifh  Town.  It 
has  two  Very  good  harbours. 

(f)  See.  Crou,  or  Santa  Cruz,  belonged  originally  to  the  French,  and  was 
fold  by  them  to  the  Danes,  in  1733,  for  the  fum  of  73,000/.  Its  inhabitants  are 
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Thomas,  with  about  twelve  fmaller  iflands  dependent  thereon, 
and  St.  John,  which  kft  is  of  importance  as  having  the  bed 
harbour  of  any  ifland  to  the  leeward  of  Antigua,  and  the 
Spaniards  claim  Crab  Ifland,  the  Green  or  Serpent  Ifland,  the 
Tropic  Keys,  and  Great  and  Little  Paffage. 

The  firfl;  pofleffors  of  fuch  of  thefe  iflands  as  now  belong 
to  the  Britifh  government,  were  a party  of  Dutch  Bucaniers 
who  fixed  themfelves  at  Tortola  (in  what  year  is  not  recorded) 
and  built  a fort  there  for  their  protedion.  In  1666,  they  were 
driven  out  by  a ftronger  party  of  the  fame  adventurers,  who, 
calling  themfelves  Englifh,  pretended  to  take  pofleffion  for  the 
crown  of  England,  and  the  Englifh  monarch,  if  he  did  not 
commiflion  the  enterprize,  made  no  fcruple  to  claim  the  benefit 
of  it ; for  Tortola  and  its  dependencies  were  foon  afterwards 
annexed  to  the  Leeward  Ifland  government,  in  a commiflion 
granted  by  King  Charles  II.  to  Sir  William  Stapleton,  and  I 
believe  that  the  Englifh  title  has  remained  unimpeached  from 
that  time  to  this. 

The  Dutch  had  made  but  little  progrefs  in  cultivating  the 
country  when  they  were  expelled  from  Tortola ; and  the  chief 
merit  of  its  fubfequent  improvements  was  referved  for  fome 
Englifh  fettlers  from  the  little  ifland  of  Anguilla,  who,  about  a 
century  pafl,  embarked  with  their  ’families  and  fettled  in  the 
Virgin  Iflands.  Their  wants  were  few,  and  their  government 

chiefly  Englifh,  and  the  lands  being  exceedingly  fertile,  the  produce  of  this  little 
ifland  (moft  of  which  I believe  is  fmuggled  into  Great  Britain  as  the  produce  of 
Tortola)  is  very  confiderable,  particularly  fugar. 
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BOOK  fimpls  and  unexpenfive.  The  deputy  governor,  with  a council 
^ nominated  from  among  themfelves,  exercifed  both  the  Icgilla- 
tive  and  judicial  authority,  determining,  in  a fummary  manner, 
without  a jury,  all  queftions  between  fubjcft  and  fubjecl;  and 
as  to  taxes,  there  feem  to  have  been  none  laid  : when  money 
was  abfolutely  neceflary  forpublick  ufe,  it  was  raifed,  I believe, 
by  voluntary  contribution. 

Under  fuch  a fyftem,  it  was  impoffible  that  the  colony 
could  attain  to  much  importance.  It  wanted  the  advantage  of 
Englifli  capitals;  but  credit  is  fparingly given  where  payment 
cannot  eafily  be  enforced.  The  inhabitants  therefore,  whofe 
.humbers  in  1756,  amounted  to  1,263  whites,  and  6,121  blacks, 
reafonably  hoped  to  be  put  on  the  fame  footing  with  the  filler 
iflands,  by  the  eflabliflirnent  of  a perfedl  civil  government,  and 
conftitutional  courts  of  juflice  among  them;  but  in  this  ex- 
pedlation  they  were  not  gratified  until  the  year  1773.  In  that 
year,  they  prefented  an  humble  petition  to  the  captain-general 
of  the  Leeward  I Hand  government,  requefting  his  excellency  to 
unite  with  them  in  an  application  to  his  Majedy,  for  permiflion 
to  eledt  an  afiembly  of  reprefentatives  out  of  the  freeholders  and 
planters,  in  order  that  fuch  afiembly,  with  the  governor  and 
council,  might  frame  proper  laws  for  their  peace,  welfare,  and 
good  government ; pledging  themfelves^  in  that  cafe,  to  grant  to 
his  Majefy,  his  heirs  and  fuccefors,  an  impoji  of  four  and  a 
half  per  centum,  in  Jpecie,  upon  all  goods  and  commodities  the 
growth  of  thefe  iflands,  fmilar  to  that  which  was  paid  in  the 
ifther  Leeward  Jfands* 


Their 
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Their  application  (thus  fweetened)  proved  fuccefsful.  It  CHAP, 
was  lignified  to  them  that  his  Majefty,  fully  confidering  the 
perfons,  circumftances,  and  condition  of  his  faid  Virgin  Iilands, 
and  the  neceflity  there  was,  from  the  then  ftate  of  their  culture 
and  inhabitancy,  that  fome  adequate  and  perfed  form  of  civil 
government  fhould  be  eftablilhed  therein ; ‘‘  and  finally  trufting 
that  his  faithful  fubjeds  in  his  faid  Virgin  Iflands,  who 
Ihould  compofe  the  new  aflembly,  would,  as  the  firfi:  ad  of 
“ legiflation,  cheerfully  make  good  the  engagement  of  granting 
**  to  his  Majefty,  his  heirs  and  fucceflbrs,  the  impoft  of  four 
**  and  a half  ffer  centum^  on  all  the  produce  of  the  Virgin 
**  Iflands,  to  be  raifed  and  paid  in  the  fame  manner  as  the 
“ four  and  a half  per  centum  is  made  payable  in  the  other 
«*  Leeward IJlands”  did  caufe  his  royal  pleafure  to  be  fignified 
to  the  governor  in  chief,  that  he  fhould  ifiue  writs  in  his 
Majefty ’s  name,  for  convening  an  aflembly  or  houfe  of  repre- 
fentatives,  who,  together  with  a council,  to  be  compofed  of 
twelve  perfons,  to  be  appointed  by  the  governor  for  that  pur- 
pofe,  might  frame  and  pafs  fuch  laws  as  fhould  be  neceflary 
for  the  welfare  and  good  government  of  the  faid  Iflands. 

Accordingly,  on  the  30  th  of  November,  1773,  the  gover- 
nor in  chief  of  the  Leev/ard  Iflands,  in  obedience  to  his  Ma- 
jefty's  orders,  iflued  a proclamation  for  convening  an  aflembly 
or  houfe  of  reprefentatives  of  the  Virgin  Iflands,  who  met  on 
the  I ft  of  February  following,  and  very  honourably  complied 
with  their  engagement  to  the  crown  ; the  very  firft  aft  palled 
by  them  being  the  grant  before  mentioned  of  four  and  a half  ^ 
per  cetitumy  on  the  produce  of  the  colony  for  ever.  I'hey  aftcr- 
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BOOK  wards  paffed  a grant  of  400  currency  per  annunty  as  their 
III.  proportion  towards  the  falary  of  the  governor-general. 

Such  was  the  price  at  which  the  Virgin  Iflands  purchafed 
the  eflablidiment  of  a conftitutional  legillature.  If  it  be  dif- 
ficult to  reconcile  this  precedent  with  the  dodtrines  which  have 
been  maintained  in  the  cafe  of  Grenada,  it  may  perhaps  be  faid 
(as  I believe  the  fadl  was)  that  the  inhabitants  of  thefe  iflands 
were  unapprifed  of  the  rights  which  they  inherited  as  Britifh 
fubjedts,  v/hen  they  voluntarily  propofed  to  fubjedt  themfelves 
and  their  pofterlty  to  the  tax  in  queftion  for  permiffion  to  en- 
joy them;  and  their  poflerity  may  perhaps  difpute  the  authority 
which  their  forefathers  exercifed  on  this  occafion. 

The  chief,  and  almofl  the  only  flaple  produdlions  of  thefe 
iflands  are  fugar  and  cotton.  Of  the  quantity  of  land  appro- 
priated to  the  cultivation  of  either,  I have  no  account,  nor  can 
I venture  even  to  guefs,  at  the  quantity  of  unimproved  land 
which  may  yet  be  brought  into  cultivation : Tortola  itfelf  is 
not  more  than  fifteen  miles  long,  and  fix  miles  broad:  the 
exports  of  1787  will  prefently  be  given,  and  I have  only  to 
add,  that  they  were  raifed  by  the  labour  of  about  one  thou^ 
fand  two  hundred  whites,  and  nine  thoufand  blacks. 

HAVING  fo  far  treated  of  the  feveral  iflands  which 
conftitute  what  is  called  the  Leeward  Ifland  Government,  as 
they  fland  diflindt  from  each  other,  I clofe  my  account,  as  in 
former  cafes,  with  an  authentick  Table  of  their  Returns  for 
1787  ; after  which,  I fliall,  as  propofed,  offer  a few  obferva- 
tions  on  circumftances  which  are  common  tp  them  all. 
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IN  furveyiiig  thefe  iflands  colledtively,  the  circumftance 
that  firfi:  prefents  itfelf  to  notice  is  the  burthen  of  the  four  and 
half  per  centum  on  their  exported  produce,  to  which  they  are 
all  fubjedl  equally  with  Barbadoes,  and  which,  though  granted 
by  their  own  alfemblies,  was  in  moft  other  cafes,  as  well  as  the 
Virgin  Iflands,  the  price  of  a conftitutional  legiflature,  and  a 
communication  of  the  common  privileges  of  Britifli  fubjedis. 

It  would  without  doubt  be  fatisfadtory  to  the  reader  to  be 
furniflied  with  am  account  of  the  produce  of  this  duty,  and 
the  particulars  of  its  difpofal,  but  no  fuch  information,  to  my- 
fcnowledge,  has  of  late  years  been  given  to  the  publick.  The 
lafl:  return  that  I am  poflefled  of,  is  dated  fo  long  ago  as  the 
year  1735.  From  thence  it  appears,  that  the  whole  money 
Golledted  on  this  account,  both  in  Barbadoes  and  the  Leeward 
Iflands,  in  twenty- oncfyears,  (from Chrillmas  1713  toChriftmas 
1734)  amounted  to  326,529.  is.  3^/5.  ft’erling,  of  which  i^  is 
lhameful  to  relate  that  no  more  than,  ^.140,032.  13^. 
tvas  paid  into-  the  Briti£h  Exchequer ; upwards  of  80,000 
having  been  retained  in  .the  Iflands  for  the  charges  of  colledt-. 
ing,  and  105,000  more,  expended  in  Great  Britain  in  the 
payment  of  freight,  duties,  commiflions,  fees  of  office,  and- 
©ther  claims  and  deductions  (g). 

(g)  Some  years  after  this,  a new  mode  of  colledting  the  duties  was,  I believe,  , 
which  rendered  the  tax  mere  productive  to  government. 
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From  the  net  money  paid  into  the  exchequer,  the  Cover-  CHAP, 
nor  General  of  thefe  iflands  receives  a falary  of  £.  1,200 
flerling,  j exclufive  of  the  feveral  fums  granted  him  by  the 
colonial  alfemblies  fgj,  and  I believe  that  falaries  are  allowed 
from  the  fame  fund  to  the  Lieutenant  General,  and  the  feveral 
Lieutenant  Governors.  I have  been  informed  too,  that  the 
Governors  of  the  Bahama  and  Bermudas  iflands  are  likewife 
paid  out  of  this  duty.  The  balance  which  remains,  after 
thefe  and  fome  other  deductions  are  made,  is  wholly  at  the 
king’s  difpofal. 

But  it  is  impoflible  not  to  obferve,  that  almofl:  all  the  iflands 
within  this  government,  as  well  as  Barbadoes,  have  been,  for 
many  years  paft,  progreflively  on  the  decline ; and  it  is  there- 
fore probable  that  the  prefent  net  produce  of  this  duty  is  not 
more  than  fufficient  to  defray  the  feveral  incumbrances  with 
which  it  is  loaded.  The  negroes  indeed  have  been  kept  up, 
and  even  augmented,  by  purchafe,  becaufe,  as  the  lands  have 
become  impoveriflied,  they  have  required  a greater  expence  of 
labour  to  make  them  any  way  productive ; but  as  the  returns 
have  not  increafed  in  the  fame  degree,  nothing  could  have 
faved  the  planters  from  ruin,  but  the  advanced  price  of  fugar 
in  the  markets  of  Europe. 

It  appears  from  authentick  accounts  laid  before  parliament, 

(g)  Thefe  grants  are  as  follow;  Antigua  and  St.  Chriftopher’s  lOOO 
currency  each.  Nevis  400.  Montferrat  £.  400.  Virgin  Iflands  £.  400. 

The  ufual  rate  of  exchange  is  165  ptr  cent.  Thefe  fums  therefore,  added  to 
£.1100  fterling,  paid  out  of  the  exchequer,  make  his  whole  falary  £.  3000  fter- 
ling  per  annum. 
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BOOK  that  the  import  of  fugar  into  Great  Britain  from  all  the  Britilh 
III.  Weft  Indies  (Jamaica  excepted)  has  decreafed',  in  the  courfe 
of  twenty  years  from  3,762,804  to  2,563,228  cwt.  (h J, 

, The  difference  in  value,  at  a medium  price,  cannot  be  left  than 
jT.  400,000  fterling,  and  it  will  be  found  to  have  fallen  chiefly 
on  thofe  iflands  which  are  lubjeft  to  the  duty  in  qheftion  ; (o 
the  eftedts  of  which,  therefore,  the  deficiency  mtift  be  chiefly 
attributed : for  being  laid,  not  on  the  land,  but  on  the  ‘prodacfe 
of  the  land,  it  opiates  hs  a tax 'on  indnftry,  and  'a  penalty 
which  falls  heavieft  on  the  man  who  contributes  moft  to  aug- 
ment the  wealth,  commerce,  navigation,  and  revenues  of  the 
mother-country.  It  is  confidered  by  the  planters  as  equal  to 
ten  per  cent,  on  the  net  produce  of  their 'eftates'^foi* ‘eVer. 
Under  fuch  a burthen,  which  ivhrle  it  o;^preftes  thfe ’cbiGhles, 
yields  a profit  of  no ^reat  ebnfideration  tofhebrbwfr,  th'dy  haVfe 
been  unable  to  ftand  a ebnipetitioh  with  the  Bthifh  planter’s 
in  the  other  iflands,  and  ha Ve  been  depreffed  ftilFmote  byhh'e 
rapid  growth  and-extenfive  Opulence  of  the  'French‘'coldnie'"s'‘?h 
their  rieighbourhood.  Thus -"a  'check  has  been  given  to^fhe 
fpirit  of  improvement,  and  much  of  "that  knd  which,  though 
fomewhat  impoverifhed  by  long  cultivatioh,  tvould  ftill, 
the  aid  of  manure,  contribute  greatlyho'the  general  rOttu^hS,  Is 
abandoned,  becaufe  the  produce  of  the  pooreft  foil  ‘is  taxed  as 
high  as  that  of  the  moft  fertile. 

To  the  loft  arifing  from  a decreafe  of  produce,  accompanied 
witli  an  increafe  of  'contingent  expence&„  muft  bemadded  the 
ruinous  effects  of  capture  in  the  late  American  War.  The 

(h)  Being  the  average  of  two  fcriods,  the  firflfrom  1772  to  fecbHJ 

from  1788  to  1792. 
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damages  fuftained  in  St.  Chriftophcr’s  alone,  by  De  Grafes* 
invafion  in  1782,  from  the  deftrud:ion  of  negroes  and  cattle, 
and  the  burning  of  the  canes,  were  eftimated  at  1 60,000 
fterling,  which  fum  was  made  up  to  the  fufferers  by  a poll- 
tax  on  the  flaves,  of  no  lefs  than  forty  Ihillings.  The  annual 
taxes  for  defraying  the  current  charges  of  their  internal  govern- 
ments, in  all  the  iflands,  are  alfo  exceedingly  burthenfomc; 
behdes  parllh  taxes  for  the  repair  of  the  roads,  the  maintenance 
of  the  clergy,  and  the  relief  of  the  poor. 

But,  under  all  thefe  and  the  other  difeouragements  which 
arc  felt  by  the  proprietors,  the  wealth  which  ftill  flows  from  thefe 
little  dependencies  into  the  mother-country,  mufl:  fill  every  re- 
fledling  mind  with  furprife  and  admiration.  An  extent  of  culti- 
vated territory,  not  equal  to  one-tenth  part  of  the  county  of 
Efiex,  adding  yearly  one  million  and  a half  to  the  national  in- 
come, is  a circumftance  that  demonftrates  beyond  all  abllradb 
reafoning,  the  vafi:  importance  to  Great  Britain  of  having 
fugar  iflands  of  her  own.  At  the  fame  time,  it  is  both  amufing 
and  inflrudive  to  confider  how  little  the  prefent  returns  from 
thefe  iflands  are  anfwerable  to  the  hopes  and  expectations  of 
their  firft  European  polfeflbrs ; or  rather  it  affords  an  animated 
illuftration  of  the  wifdom  of  Providence,  which  frequently 
renders  the  follies  and  weakncfles  of  man  productive  of  good. 
The  firft  Englifh  adventurers  were  influenced  wholly  by  the 
hopes  of  opening  a golden  fountain,  fimilar  m that  which  was 
flowing  from  Peru  and  Mexico  into  Spain.  The  nation  was 
told  of  countries  where  the  mountains  were  compofed  of  dia- 
monds, and  the  cities  built  wholly  of  ingots  of  gold.  Such 
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BOOK  were  the  dreams  of  Cabot,  Frobifher,  and  Gilbert,  and  it  is  a 


lamentable  difplay  of  the  power  of  avarice  on  the  human  mind, 
to  behold  the  fagacious  and  learned  Raleigh  bewildered  in  the 
fame  folly  ! Experience  has  at  length  corrected  this  frenzy, 
and  Europe  is  now  wife  enough  to  acknowledge  that  gold  and 
filver  have  only  an  artificial  and  relative  value ; that  induftry 
alone  is  real  wealth,  and  that  agriculture  and  commerce  are  the 
great  fources  of  national  profperity. 

The  produce  of  thefe  iflands  however,  though  of  fuch  value 
to  the  mother-country,  is  raifed  at  an  evpence  to  the  cultivator, 
which  perhaps  is  not  equalled  in  any  other  purfuit,  in  any 
country  of  the  globe.  It  is  an  expence  too,  that  is  permanent 
and  certain ; while  the  returns  are  more  variable  and  fluctuat- 
ing than  any  other ; owing  to  calamities,  to  which  thefe  coun- 
tries are  expofed,  both  from  the  hands  of  God  and  man  ; and  it  is 
mournful  to  add,  that  the  felfilh  or  miltaken  policy  of  man  is 
fometimes  more  deflruCtive  than  even  the  anger  of  Omnipotence ! 

At  the  time  that  I write  this,  (1791)  the  humanity  of  the 
Britifh  nation  is  tremblingly  alive  to  the  real  or  fictitious  dif- 
trelTes  of  the  African  labourers  in  thefe  and  the  other  iflands  of 
the  Weft  Indies  : and  the  holders  and  employers  of  thofe  peo- 
ple feem  to  be  marked  out  to  the  publick  indignation  for  pro- 
fcription  and  ruin.  So  flrong  and  univerfal  a fympathy  allows 
no  room  for  the  fober  exercife  of  reafon,  or  it  would  be  remem- 
bered, that  the  condition  of  that  unfortunate  race,  mufl;  depend 


on  and  circumflances  of  their  owners. 
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by  his  dependants,  and  the  blow  that  wounds  the  mafter,  will 
exterminate  the  flave. 

The  propriety  of  thefe  remarks' will  be  feen  in  fubfequent 
parts  of  my  work,  when  I come  in  courfe  to  treat  of  the  Have 
trade  and  flavery ; and  to  confider  the  commercial  fyftem  of 
Great  Britain  towards  her  Weft  Indian  dependencies,  of  which 
I have  now  completed  the  catalogue.  Here  then  I might 
clofe  the  third  book  of  my  hiftory,  but  it  has  probably  occur- 
red to  the  reader,  that  I have  omitted  the  two  governments  of 
Bahama  and  Bermudas  ( i ) \ to  which  indeed  it  was  my  intention, 
when  I began  my  work,  to  appropriate  a diftind:  chapter.  An 
examination  of  my  materials  has  induced  me  to  alter  my  pur- 
pofe ; finding  myfelf  pofiefied  of  fcarce  any  memorials  concern- 
ing the  civil  hiftory  of  thofe  iflands,  that  are  not  given  in  the 
numerous  geographical  treatifes  with  which  the  fhelves  of  the 
bookfellers  are  loaded.  To  repeat  therefore  what  may  be  found 
in  books  that  are  always  at  hand,  were  to  manifeft  difrefped  to 
the  reader,  and  difregard  to  myfelf.  Of  the  prefent  ftate  of 
the  Bahama  iflands,  I need  not  be  alhamed  to  acknowledge  my 
ignorance,  inafmuch  as  even  the  lords  of  the  committee  of 
council  for  the  affairs  of  trade  and  plantations,  were  unable  to 
obtain  fatisfadory  information  concerning  it.  To  their  lord- 
fhips  enquiries,  in  1789,  as  to  the  extent  of  territory  in  thofe 
iflands, — the  quantity  of  land  in  cultivation, — the  number  of 

(i)  I have  alfo  pafled  over  unnoticed  the  fmall  iflands  of  Anguilla  and  Bar- 
buda, as  being  of  too  little  importance  to  merit  particular  defeription.  The 
former  belongs  to  the  Leeward  Ifland  government ; the  latter  is  the  private  pro- 
perty of  the  Codrington  family. 


e fl  A ?. 
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HISTORY  OF  THE 

white  inhabitants.-r— produ(5lions  and  exports.  See,  the  only  an-  ' 
Iwcr  that  could  be  obtained  from  the  Governor  was  this, 
it  was  at  that  time  impojjible  to  afeertain  any  of  thofe  ,particulars^ 
It  appears,  however,  from  the  teftimony  of  other  perfons,  that 
thefc  iflands  in  general  are  rocky  and  barren  ; that  the  only  ar- 
ticle cultivated  for  exportation  is  cotton,  of  which  the  medium 
export  is  fifteen  hundred  bags  of  two  cwt.  j that  the  inhabitants 
(who  in  1773  confifted  of  two  thoufand  and  fifty-two  whites, 
and  two  thoufand  two  hundred  and  forty-one  blacks)  have  been 
of  late  years  confiderably  augmented  by  emigrants  from  North 
America ; but  of  their  prefent  numbers  no  precile  account  is 
given. 

•Concerning  Bermudas  Governor  Brown  is  more  explicit. 
From  his  anfwers  to  their  Lordfhips’  queries,  it  appears  that 
they  contain  from  twelve  to  thirteen  thoufand  acres  of  very 
poor  land,  of  which  nine  parts  in  ten  are  either  uncultivated,  or 
referved  in  woods  for  tlie  fupplying  of  timber  for  building 
fmall  fhips,  floops,  and  lhailops  for  fale;  this  being  in  truth  the 
principal  occupation  and  employment  of  the  inhabitants;  and 
the  veflels  which  they  furnilli,  being  built  of  cedar,  are  light, 
buoyant,  and  unexpenfive. 

Of  the  land  in  cultivation,  no  part  was  appropriated  to  any 
other  purpofe  than  that  of  raifing  Indian  corn,  and  efculent 
roots  and  vegetables  (of  which  a confiderable  fupply  is  fent  to 
the  Weft  Indian  Iflands)  until  the  year  1785,  when  the  growth 
of  cotton  was  attempted,  but  with  no  great  fuccefs,  there  not 
being  at  prefent  more  than  two  hundred  acres  applied  in  this 
line  of  culture. 

§ 


The 


WEST  INDIES. 

The  number  of  white  people  of  all  ages  in  Bermudas  is  five 
thcufand  four  hundred  and  fixty-two ; of  blacks  four  thoufand 
nine  hundred  and  nineteen  (k). 

Thus  it  appears  that  the  lands  become  lefs  fertile  as  we  re- 
cede from  the  tropicks,  and  were  there  not,  as  there  certainly 
is,  an  unaccountable  propenlity  in  the  greater  part  of  mankind, 
to  under-rate  what  they  have  in  adlual  pcfl'effion,  it  would  re- 
quire but  little  effort  to  convince  the  publick  of  the  vaft  import- 
ance of  our  Weft  Indian  dependencies;  of  which  the  progref- 
five  growth  has  now  been  traced  from  the  firft  fettlement. 
V/hat  remains  is  to  convey  that  convidlion  to  the  Englifti  reader. 
This  then,  after  taking  a curfory  furvey,  for  the  gratification 
of  curiofity,  of  the  prefent  inhabitants  and  the  fyftem  of  agri- 
culture, will  be  the  chief  endeavour  of  the  fubfequent  volume. 

(k)  \t  were  an  aft  of  great  injuftice  to  the  inhabitants  of  Bermudas,  to  omit  the 
Tfery  honourable  teftimony  which  Governor  Brown  has  tranfmitted  to  govern- 
ment, concerning  their  treatment  of  their  negro  flaves.  “ Nothing  (he  obferves) 
can  better  fhew  the  flate  of  flavery  in  Bermudas  than  the  behaviour  of  the  blacks 
in  the  late  war.  There  were  at  one  time  between  fifteen  and  twenty  privateers 
fitted  out  from  hence,  which  were  partly  manned  by  negro  flaves,  who  behaved 
both  as  fallors  and  marines  irreproachably;  and  whenever  they  were  captured, 
always  returned,  if  it  was  in  their  power.  I'here  were  feveral  infiances  wherein 
they  had  been  condemned  with  the  vefiel  and  fold,  and  afterwards  found  means 
to  efcape ; and  through  many  difficulties  and  hardlliips  returned  to  their  mailers 
fervice.  In  the  fhtp  Regulator,  a privateer,  there  were  feventy  flaves.  She  was 
taken  and  carried;  into  Eollon.  Sixty  of  them  returned  in  a flag  of  truce  direftly 
to  Bermudas-  Nine  others  returned  by  the  way  of  New  York.  One  only  was 
miffing,  who  died  in  the  cruize,  or  in  captivity.” 

Report  of  the  Privy  Council  on  the  Slave  Trade.  Part  III, 
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VOLUME  THE  FIRST. 


sP 


Vol.L 


PJantje  numeroriffima:  quibus  obveftit  globum  tcrraqucum  Deus  optimus  maximus,  funt 
totidem  documenta  infinitae  fapientiae,  natas  in  gloriam  fui  Creatoris,  et  in  commodum 
hominis,  cujus  eft  eas  intueri. 


AMCEN.  ACAD.  vol.  vi.  p.  40. 


HORTUS  EJSrENSIS 


O R, 

A CATALOGUE  of  EXOTIC  PLANTS,  in  the  Garden  of  HINTON 
EAST,  Efquire,  in  the  Mountains  of  Liguanea,  in  the  Ifland  of  Ja- 
maica, at  the  time  of  his  deceafe.  By  Arthur  Broughton,  M.  D. 


CaKH  A 
Amomum 

Curcuma 

KiEMPFERIA 

Thalia 


ClaJJis  I. 


MONANDRIA. 

MONOGYIIIA. 


indiea  var.  lutea  Yellow  Indian  Shot 
Granum  paradifi  * Guinea  Pepper 
Zingiber  Common  Ginger 

longa  Turmerick 

Galanga  G alangale 

geniculata  Indian  Arrow>root 


Eaft-Indies 

Guinea 

Eaft-Indies 

Eaft-Indies 

Eaft-Indies 

South-America 


Mr.  Shakefpear,  1780 
Tho.  Hibbert,  Efq,  1 785 

Z.  B.  Edwards,  Efq.  1783 
Dr.  Tho.  Clarke,  1775 


Clajis  11. 


D 

I A N D 

R I A 

M 0 0 G Y N I A. 

Nyctanthes 

Samiac 

Arabian  Jafmine 

var.  fl.  plena 

Double  Arabian  Jaf- 

mine 

Eaft-Indies 

Jasminum 

officinale 

Common  Jafmine 

lanceelatum  ? 

Narrow-leav’dJ  afmine 

Eaft-Indies 

azoricum 

Azorian  Jafmine 

Madeira 

cdaratiffitnum 

Yellow  Indian  Jafmine  Madeira 

Olea 

europaa 

European  Olive 

Europe 

fragrans 

Sweet-fcented  Olive 

China 

Syringa 

vulgaris 

Common  Lilac 

Perfia 

peffica 

Perfian  Lilac 

Perfia 

JuSTIClA 

fp.  nov.  arhorea 

Italy 

Dianthera 

amcricana 

American  Balfam 

Virginia 

H.  Eaft,  Efq.  1775 

H.  Eaft,  Efq.  1787 
H.  Eaft,  Efq.  1787 
M.  Wallen,  Efq.  1787 
M.  Wallen,  Efq.  1783 
H.  Eaft,  Efq.  1783 
M.  Wallen  Efq.  1774 
M.  Wallen,  Efq.  1785 
Tho.  Hibbert,  Efq.  1787 


* This  plant  has  now  feveral  times  perfected  its  feed,  from  which  it  appears  to  be  the  true  Guinea  or 
Malagita  Pepper  and  Grains  of  Paradife  pf  the  Shops  ; it  is  not  however  an  Amomum,  but  approaches 
nearer  to  the  Limodorum  than  any  other  known  Genus. 

3 P 4 


Rosmarinus 
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Rosmarinus 

officinalis 

Rofemary 

Europe 

Salvia 

officinalis 

Garden  Sage 

S.  of  Europe 

africana 

African  Sage 

C.  of  G.  Hope 

Dr.  Tho.  Clarke,  1775 

coccinea 

Scarlet  Sage 

Eaft-Florida 

Dr.  Tho.  Clarke,  1775 

Solarea 

Clary 

Syria 

H.  Eaft,  Efq. 

T R I G Y N I A. 

Piper 

nigrum 

Black  Pepper 

Eaft-Indies 

Tho.  Hibbert,  Efq.  1787 

ClaJJis 

III. 

T 

RIAN 

D R I A. 

' ■ 

M 0 N 0 G 

Y N I A. 

Valeriana 

Locujia 

Lamb’s  Lettuce 

Portugal 

H.  Eaft,  Efq. 

Tamarindus 

indica 

Tamarind  Tree 

India.  America 

Crocus 

fathus 

Spring  Crocus 

England 

M.  Wallen,  Efq.  1779 

Ixia 

rofea 

Rofe-  coloured  Ixia 

C.  of  G.  Hope 

H.  Eaft,  Efq. 

ihinenjis 

Spotted  Ixia 

China 

H.  Eaft,  Efq.  1789 

Gladiolus 

communis 

Common  Flag 

S.  of  Europe 

M.  Wallen,  Efq.  1774. 

Antholyza 

eethiopica 

C.  of  G.  Hope 

H.  Eaft,  Efq.  1 788 

Iris 

pumila 

Dwarf  Iris 

Auftria 

H.  Eaft,  Efq. 

Wachendorfia  thyrjiflora 

C.  of  G.  Hope 

H.  Eaft,  Efq.  1 790 

Lyceum 

Spartum 

Rufh-leaved  Lygeum  Spain 

H.  Eaft,  Efq.  1791 

D I G Y N I A. 

Avena 

fativa 

Oats 

M.  Wallen,  Efq.  177? 

Arundo 

Bambos 

Bamboo  Cane  * 

Eaft-Indies 

M.  Wallen,  Efq. 

Hordeum 

vulgare 

Barley 

M.  Wallen,  Efq.  1775 

ClaJJis 

IV. 

T E 

T R A N D R I 

A. 

M 0 N 0 G 

Y N I A. 

Scabiosa 

cretiea 

Cretan  Scabious 

Candia 

H.  Eaft,  Efq.  1788 

atropurpurca 

Sweet  Scabious 

Italy 

M.  Wallen,  Efq.  177* 

Jlellata 

Starry  Scabious 

Spain 

H.  Eaft,  Efq.  1788 

Rubi  a 

tinilorum 

Madder 

S.  of  Europe 

Mr.  Thame,  1 790 

Budleja 

globofa  -f 

Chili 

H.  Eaft,  Efq.  1 788 

PLAKTACa 

lanceolata 

Rib-wort  Plantain 

Britain 

M.  Wallen,  Efq.  177* 

Cissus 

quadrangularis- 

India 

H.  Eaft,  Efq.  1 791 

Oldenlandta 

umbellata 

Che 

India 

H.  Eaft,  Efq.  1791 

Alchemilla 

vulgaris 

Ladies  Manfle 

Britain 

H.  Eaft,  Efq.  1791 

T E T R A G 

Y N I A. 

Ilex 

aquifolium 

Common  Holly 

Britain 

H.  Eaft,  Efq.  1774 

Caffine 

Paraguay  Tea 

Carolina 

Mr.  Gale,  1772  ‘ 

nov.  Sp. 

Madeira 

Tho.  Hibbert,  Efq.  1787 

* This  moft  valuable  produftion  is  now  fuccefsful’y  cultivated  in  all  parts  of  Jamaica. 
•{■  Hort,  Kewnjis.,  vol.  i.  p.  150. 


ClaJjSi 
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Heliotropium 

P E 

peruvianum 

Anchcsa 

officinalis 

Cynoglossum 

officinale 

Bor AGO 

cfficinalis 

Primula 

vzris 

Cyclamen 

auricula 

perjicum 

Azalea 

vifcofa 

Plumbago 

rofea 

Phlox 

glaberrima 

Convolvulus 

Scammonia 

Ipomoea 

.purpureus  major 
minor 

tricolor 

canarienjis 

fpeciofus 

Quamoclit 

Campanula 

rotundifolia 

Cinchona  * 
CoFFEA 

arabica 

Lonicera 

Fericlymenunt 

Mirabilis 

Jymphoricarpos 

tartarica 

Jalaya 

Verbascum 

Thapfus 

Datura 

Metel 

Nicotiana 

Tabacum 

Physalis 

Alkekengi 

SOLANUM 

tuberofum 

Rh  AMNUS 

Melongena 
Sodomaum  ? 
yujuba 

Diosma 

c Hi  at  a 

Mangifera 

indie  a •J 

Rises 

groffiularia 

Clajjti  V. 

N T A N D R 

k 

M O N O G Y N I A. 


i 

I A,- 


Peruvian  Turnfole 
Baglofs 

Hound’s-tongue 
Borage  ' 

Prlmrofe 
Auricula 

Perfian  Cyclamen 
White  Azalea 
Bengal  Lead-wort 
Smooth  Lychnidea 
Scammony  Bind-weed 
Large  purple  Bind-w. 
Small  purple  Bind-w. 
Trailing  Bind-weed 
Perennial  Bind-weed 
Broad-leav’d  Bind-w. 
Indian  Creeper 
Bell-flower 
Hifpaniola  Bark 
Coffee-Tree 
CommoriHoneyfiKkle 
St  Peter’s  Wort 
T artarian  Honey  fuc  kle 
Marvel  of  Peru 
Great  Mullein 
Hairy  Thorn  Apple 
Virginian  Tobacco 
Winter  Cherry 
Common  Potato 
Egg  Plant 
Bolangena 
Jujube-tree 
Ciliated-Diofma 
Mango  Tree 
Goofeberry 


Peru 

Europe 

Britain 

England 

Britain 

Auftria 

Candia 

N.  America 

Bengal 

N.  America 

Levant 

America 

America 

Spain 

Canary  Iflands 

Eaft-Indies 

Eaft-Indies 

Britain 

Hilpaniola 

Arabia 

Britain 

Carolina 

Rullia 

E.  and  W.  Indies 

Britain 

Africa 

America 

S.  of  Europe 

Peru 

India 

Africa 

Eaft-Indies 

C.  of  Good  Hope 

Eaft-Indies 

Europe 


H.  Eaft,  Efq. 

H.  Eaft,  Efq.  1774 
M.  Wallen,  Efq.  1775 
M.  Wallen,  Efq.  177a 
M.  Wallen,  Efq.  1780 
H.  Eaft,  Efq.  1790 
H.  Eaft,  Efq.  1 787  ' 
H.  Eaft,  Efq. 

H.  Eaft,  Efq.  1787 
Mr.  Thame,  1787 
Dr.  Tho.  Clarke,  177$ 
H.  Eaft,  Efq. 

M.  Eaft,  Efq. 

H.  Eaft,  Efq. 


M.  Wallen,  Efq.  177a 
Mr.  Thame,  1790 

M.  Wallen,  Efq.  1773 
H.  Eaft,  Efq. 

H.  Eaft,  Efq. 

H.  Eaft,  Efq.  177a 


H.  Eaft,  Efq.  1779 


Dr.  Tho.  Clarke,  1790 
H.  Eaft,  Efq,  1788 
Lord  Rodney,  178a 
M.  Wallen,  Efq.  177a 


* Affinis  Cinchona  Caribea 

The  Mango  is  inferted  in  its  uftial  Place,  although  in  reality  it  is  Polygamious,  and  hitherto 
very  imperfeiftly  defcribed. — N.  B.  This  Plant,  with  feveral  others,  as  well  as  difterent  Kinds  of 
Seeds,  were  found  on  board  a French  Ship  (bound  from  the  Ifle  de  France  for  Hifpaniola) 
taken  by  Capt.  Marftiall  of  his  Majefty’s  Ship  Flora,  one  of  Lord  Rodney’s  Squadron,  in 
June  1782,  and  fent  as  a Prize  to  this  ifland.  By  Capt.  Marfliall,  with  Lord  Rodney’s  appro- 
bation, the  whole  Colleftion  was  depofited  in  Mr.  Eaft’s  Garden,  where  they  have  been  cultivated 
with  great  afliduity  and  fuccefs. 


ruhrutn 
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Tuhrum 

Red  Currant 

Britain 

M.  Wallen,  Efq.  1774 

nigrum 

Black  Currant 

Britain 

M.  Wallen,  Efq.  1774 

VlTIS 

vinitera 

Grape  Vine 

Celosia 

crijlata 

Cockfcomb 

Afia 

var. 

Buff-coloured  Cockfc.  Afia 

H.  Eaft,  Efq.  1774 

Gardenia 

florid  a 

Cape  Jafmine 

China 

Dr.  Tho.  Clarke,  1775 

Thiinbergia 

Starry  Gardenia 

C.  of  G.  Hope 

Dr.  Tho.  Clarke,  1775 

Allamanda 

cathartica 

Galarips 

South-America 

Tho.  Hibbert,  Efq.  1 789 

Vinca 

rofea 

Red  Periwinkle 

Eaft-Indies 

alba  * 

White  Periwinkle 

Mr.  Thame 

Nerium 

Oleander  fl.  rubro 

Red  South-Sea  Rofe 

Spain.  Portugal 

fl.  albo 

White  South-Sea  Rofe 

H.  Eaft,  Efq.  1787 

fl,  plena 

Double  Oleander 

DIG  Y N I A. 

Asclepias 

fruticofa 

Shrubby  Swallow-wort  Africa 

H.  Eaft,  Efq. 

gigantea 

Auricula  Tree 

Stapelia 

variegata 

Variegated  Stapelia 

C.  of  G.  Hope 

Tho.  Hibbert,  Efq.  1787 

Beta 

hybrida 

Mangel  Wurfcl 

Europe 

H.  Eaft,  Efq.  1790 

vulgaris 

Common  Beet 

England 

Daucus 

Car  Ota 

Garden  Carrot 

Britain 

GomphreiJa 

globofa 

Globe  Amaranth 

India 

Coriandrum 

fativum 

Coriander 

England 

Mr.  Thame,  1 787 

Pastinaca 

fativa 

Garden  Parfnip 

England 

Anethum 

graveolens 

Dill 

Spain.  Portugal 

H.  Eaft,  Efq. 

Fceniculum 

Fennel 

England 

Carum 

Carvi 

Caraway 

Britain 

Mr.  Thame,  1787 

Pimpinella 

Anifum 

Anife 

Egypt  _ 

Mr.  R.  Lloyd,  1787 

Apium 

Fetrofelinum 

Parfley 

Sardinia 

graveolens 

Celery 

Britain 

Cassine 

capenflj 

Hottentot  Cherry 

C.  of  G.  Hope 

H.  Eaft,  Efq.  1 788 

Sambucus 

Ebulus 

Duarf  Elder 

Britain 

M.  Wallen,  Efq.  1773 

nigra 

Black- berried  Elder 

Britain 

M.  Wallen,  Efq.  1773 

Rhus 

Coriaria 

Elm-leav’d  Sumach 

S.  of  Europe 

Tho.  Hibbert,  Efq.  1787 

typhinum 

Virginian  Sumach 

Virginia 

Mr.  Gale,  177X 

P 

'E  N T A G 

Y N I A. 

Linum 

ufltaltflimum 

Common  Flax  . 

Britain 

M.  Wallen,  Efq.  1773 

maritimum 

Sea  Flax 

Italy 

H.Eaft,  Efq.  1788 

'Clafis  VI. 

H 

E X A N 

D R I A, 

M 0 N 0 G 

Y N I A. 

Tradescantia 

difcolor  •}• 

Purple  Spider-wort 

Honduras 

Mr.  Shakefpeare,  1 784 

Narcissus 

odorus 

S weet -Rented  NarcifT.  S.  of  Europe 

Mr.  Thame,  1773 

* This  Plant  firft  appeared  here  on  a dunghill  where  the  red  had  been  thrown  out,  and  has  fince 
continued  fteady  from  feed. 
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H^manthus 

Crinum 


AlHARYiLIS 


Aliium 


Lilivm 


Gioriosa 
Tulipa 
Ornithoga-  I 

LUM  I 

Asphodelus 

Asparagus 

DRACiENA 

Polyanthes 

Hyacinthus 

Aletris 

Yucca 


Tazetta 
yonquilla 
puniceus 
Americanum 
Zeylantcum  ? 
AJiaticum 
Africanum 
Atamafco 
formoJiJ[}ima 
reginte 
Belladonna 
aurea 
longtfolia 
radiata 
vittata 
afcalontcum 
gracile  * 
fativum 
Porrum 
Cepa 

bulbiferum 

pomponium 

Chalcedonicum 

Martagon 

fuperba 

gefneriana 

fyrencucum 

nutans 
ramofus 


Aloe 


officinalis 
Draco 
ferrea 

tuberoja  fl.  plena 
orientalis 
capenjis 
hyacinthoides 
gloriofa 
aloifolia 
draccnis 
perfoliata 

var.  barbad.  Barbadoes  Aloe 


Polyanthus  Narciflus 
Jonquil 
Blood-Flower 
American  Crinum 
Ceylon  Crinum 
Indian  Crinum 
African  blue  Lily 
Atamafco  Lily 
Jacobea  Lily 
Mexican  Lily 
Belladonna  Lilly 
Golden  Amaryllis 
Long-leav’d  Amaryllis 
Snow-drop  Amaryllis 
Striped  Lilly 
Jerufalem  Shallot 
African  Garlick 
Garlick 
Leek 
Onion 
Orange  Lily 
Pomponian  Lily 
Scarlet  Martagon  Lily 
Purple  Martagon  Lily 
Superb  Lily 
Tulip 

Star  of  Bethlehem 

Neapolitan  D® 
Branchy  Afphodel 
Afparagus 
Dragon  Tree  ^ 

Purple  Dracaena 
T uberofe 
Hyacinth 
Cape  Aletris 
Ceylon  Aloe 
Superb  Aloe 


Spain.  Portugal 
Spain 
Guinea 
S.  America 
Eaft-Indies 
Eaft-Indies 
C.  of  G.  Hope 
N.  America 
S.  America 
S.  America 
S.  America 
China 

C.  of  G.  Hope 


Alia 

Africa 


Italy 

Siberia 

Levant 

America 

Eaft-Indies 

Levant 

England 

Italy 

S.  of  Europe 

England 

Eaft-Indies 

China 

Eaft-Indies 

Levant 

C.  of  G.  Hope 

Ceylon 

N.  America. 

South-America 

South-Carolina 


Mr.  Thame,  1773 
Mr.  Thame,  1773 
H.  Eaft,  Efq.  1783 


H.  Eaft,  Efq*  1770 
H.  Eaft,  Efq. 

M.  Wallen,  Efq.  1772 
H.  Eaft,  Efq.  1790 
•M.  Wallen,  Efq.  1774 
H.  Eaft,  Efq.  1785 
H.  Eaft,  Efq.  1789 
H.  Eaft,  Efq.  1789 
H.  Eaft,  Efq.  1789 
H.  Eaft,  Efq. 

Dr.  Tho.  Clarke,  1775 


H.  Eaft,  Efq.  1774. 

H.  Eaft,  Efq. 

H.  Eaft,  Efq.  1 790 
Mr.  Thame,  1 789 
H.  Eaft,  Efq.  1 788 
M.  Wallen,  Efq. 

H.  Eaft,  Efq.  1782 

H.  Eaft,  Efq.  rySi 
H.  Eaft,  Efq.  1784 

Dr.  Tho.  Clarke,  1775 
H.  Eaft,  Efq.  1787 

M.  Wallen,  Efq.  1773 
H.  Eaft,  Efq.  1788 
H.  Eaft,  Efq.  1790 
Dr.  Lindfay 


Berberis 

vulgaris 

Berbery  Britain 

Mrs.  Brodbelt,  1770 

Oryza 

fativa 

DIG  Y N I A. 
Common  Rice 

M.  Wallen,  Efq. 

Rumex 

edtiujifolius 

TRIG  Y N I A. 
Blunt-leav’d  Dock  Britain 

M.  Wallen,  Efq.  1773 

* Hort.  Kewenffis^  vol.  i.  p.  42^;  laid  to  be  a native  of  Jamaica,  but  erroneoufly. 
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^SCULUS 


Trop^olum 

Melicocca 

XlMENIA 

Fuchsia 

Lawsonia 

Vaccinium 
Erica 
Cenothbp  a 
Nov.  Gen.F 


C/aJis  VII. 

HEPTANDRIA. 


Hipptcajlanum 

jlaza 

Pavia 


M O N O G Y N I A. 
Horfe  Chefnut  Afia 

Yellow-flower’d  Chef,  N.  Carolina 
Scarlet-flower’d  Chef.  N.  America 


Claffis  VIII. 


Mrs.  Brodbelt,  1770 
H.  Eaft,  Efq.  1790 
M.  Wallen,  Efq.  1774 


OCTANDRIA. 

M O N O G Y N I A. 

minus  Indian  Crefs  Peru 

bij’.iga  Genip  South-America 

inermis  Smooth  Ximenia  Eaft-Indies 

triphylla  Scarlet  Fuchfia  Chili 

inermis  Smooth  Lawfonia  Africa 

fpiurfa  Prickly  Lawfonia  Eaft-Indies 

ArBoftaplyhs  Mad*.  Whortle-Berry  Madeira 

multifiora  Many-flower’d  Heath  S.  of  Europe 

pumila  Dwarf  Primrofe  N.  America  1 

The  Ak.ee  Afi'ica 


M.  Wallen,  Efq.  1774 

H.  Eaft,  Efq.  1 784 
H.  Eaft,  Efq. 

Monf.  Neftoux  *,  1789 
H.  Eaft,  Efq.  1785 
Tho.  Hibbert,  Efq.  1787 
M.  Wallen,  Efq.  1784 
M.  Wallen,  Efq. 

Dr.  Tho,  Clarke,  1778 


TRYGINTA. 

* Botanift  to  the  French  King  at  Hifpaniola. 

f This  Plant  was  brought  here  in  a Slave  Ship  fiom  the  Coaft  of  Africa,  and  now  grows  very 
luxuriant,  producing  every  Year  large  Quantities  of  Fruit;  feveral  Gentlemen  are  encouraging  the 
Propagation  of  it.  I do  not  know  that  it  has  hitherto  been  defcribed ; it’s  Charafters  are  as 
follows : 

Cal.  Perianthium  pentaphyllum  inferum,  foliolis  ovatis  acutis  concavis,  perfiftentibus  villofis. 

Cor.  Petala  quinque  oblongo-lanceolata,  acuta,  villofa,  adbafin  furfum  flexa  effeceptaculo  adprefla, 
calyce  alterna  et  eo  longiora. 

St  am.  Filamenta  ofto  breviffima,  pilofa,  ad  bafin  Germinis  receptaculo  glandulofo  inferta.  Antherae 
oblongae  in  orbem  circa  Germen  difpofitas  et  ejufdem  fere  longitudinis. 

PisT.  Germ.en  fubovatum  triquetrum  pilofum.  Stylus  longitudine  Germinis,  cylindricus,  pilofus. 
Stigma  obtufum. 

Per,  Capfula  carnofa,  oblonga,  utrinque  obtufa,  trigona,  trilocularis,  trivalvis,  apice  dehifcens. 

Sem.  Tria,  orbicularia,  nitida,  appendice  auifta. 

Arbor  haec  quinquaginta  pedes  altitudine  plerumque  fuperat ; Truncus  cortice  fubfiifco  fcabro  tegitur 
ramis  numerofis  longis  craflis  irregularibus,  inferioribus  ad  tcrram  fere  dependentibus.  Folia  habet 
pinnata,  foliolis  ovato-lanceolatis  venofis  integerrimis  oppofitis  laevibus  fuperne  nitidis,  fpithamaeis, 
utrinque  quatuor  vel  quinque,  petiolis  brevibus  tumidis.  Racemi  fimplices  ftriifti,  multiflori  axillares, 
longitudine  fere  pinnarum,  pedunculis  propriis  unifloris,  ftipulis  lanceclatis,  rufo-tomentofis,  per* 
fiftentibus.  Flores  parvi  albidi  inodori.  Fruftus  magnitudinis  ovi  anfcrini,  colore  flavo,  rubro, 
* aurantiaco, 
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TRIG  Y N I A 


Sapindus. 

edulis 

Litchi  Plumb 

China 

Dr.  Tho.  Clarke,  1775 

Clafjs  IX. 

E N N E A N 

D R I 

A. 

M 0 N 0 G Y 

N I A. 

Laurus 

Cinnamomum  * 

Cinnamon  Tree 

Ceylon 

Lord  Rodney,  1 78^ 

Camphora 

Camphire  Tree 

Japan 

Dr.  Tho.  Clarke,  1773 

nob'dis 

Sweet  Bay-Tree 

Italy 

Mr.  Kuckan,  1770 

indicx 

Royal  Bay -Tree 

Madeira 

H.  Eaft,  Efq.  1788 

feetens 

Madeira  Laurel 

Madeira 

Tho.  Hibbert,  Efq.  1787 

Benzoin 

Benjamin  Tree 

Virginia 

Tho.  Hibbert,  Efq.  1787 

Borbonia 

Carolina  Bay-Tree 

Carolina 

Mr.  Gale,  1772 

Sajfaphras 

Saflaphras  Tree 

N.  America 

M.  Wallen,  Efq.  1772 

.TR/GYNI^. 

Rheum 

rhaponticum 

Baflard  Rhubarb 

Afia 

Mr.  Thame,  1786 

palmatum 

True  Rhubarb 

China 

Mr.  Thame,  1 786 

C/aJ^s  X 

• 

D 

E C A N D R I A. 

M 0 N 0 G Y 

N I A. 

Bauhinia 

purpurea 

Purple  Bauhinia 

Eaft-Indies 

H.  Eaft,  Efq.  1 790 

fcandens 

Climbing  Bauhinia 

Eaft-Indies 

H.  Eaft,  Efq.  1 790 

variegata 

Variegated  Bauhinia 

Eaft-Indies 

H.  Eaft,  Efq.  1 790 

Cassia 

Senna 

Senna  Tree 

^gypt 

H.  Eaft,  Efq.  1787 

Fifiula 

Sweet  Caflia 

E.  he  W.  Indies 

PolNCIANA 

pukheiyima 

var fl.flavo  Yellow  Flower-fence 

Honduras 

Mr.  Shakefpeare,  1782 

Guilandina 

Mormga\. 

Horfe-radifli  Tree 

Eaft-Indies 

H.  Eaft,  Efq.  178.1 

Ruta 

aurantiaco,  vel  ex  utrifque  mixto.  Semina  tria  nitida  nigra  magnitudinis  Nucis  mofchatae,  quorum 
unum  faepiflime  abortit.  Semini  fingulo  adnafcitur  materies  albida  (Semen  magnitudine  excedens) 
confiftentiae  pinguedinis  bovinae  et  aqua  leniter  cofta  Medullas  baud  abfimilis.  Ab  Incolis  ia 
Guinea  ad  menfas  apponitur  vel  per  fe  vel  Jufculo  vel  Pulmento  elixa. 

* This  Tree  will  doubtlefs,  in  a few  years,  become  a very  valuable  Acquifition  to  the  Ifland:  fome 
famples  of  the  Bark  lately  fent  to  England  prove  it  to  be  the  true  Ceylon  Cinnamon,  and  of  thebeft 
Kind.  It  is  now  cultivated  with  great  Attention  in  many  parts  of  the  Ifland. 
f This  Tree  has  hitherto  been  generally  confidered  as  a fpecies  of  the  Genus  Guilmidina^  but  very 
erroneoufly,  as  will  appear  from  the  following  characters ; 
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Rut  A 

gyaveolens 

Garden  Rue 

S.  of  Europe 

M.  Wallen,  Efq. 

Meli  A 

Azederach 

Bead-Tree 

Eaft-Indies 

Quassia 

amara 

Bitter  Qnaflia 

Guiana 

Monf.  Ne<froux,  1789 

Kalmia 

latfolia 

Broad-leav’d  Kalmia 

N.  America 

H.  Eaft,  Efq.  1786 

anguftifolia 

Narrow-leav’d  Kalmia  N.  America 

H.  Eaft,  Efq.  1786 

Rhododen-  1 

DRON.  j 

>■  maximum 

N.  America 

H.  Eaft,  Efq.  1786 

ponticum 

Gibraltar 

H.  Eaft,  Efq.  1786 

Arbutus 

UneJo 

Strawberry  Tree 

Ireland 

H.  Eaft,  Efq.  1785 

D I G Y N 

7 A. 

SaXIFR  AG  A 

umbrofa 

London-Pride 

England 

M.  Wallen,  Efq.  1789 

Dianthus 

barbatus 

Sweet-William  Pink 

Europe 

M.  Wallen,  Efq. 

Cary  opliy lilts 

Clove  July-flower 

England 

M.  Wallen,  Efq.  177a 

var.  Carnation 

Chinenjis 

China  Pink 

China 

M.  Wallen,  Efq.  1772 

fuperbus 

Superb  Pink 

France 

M.  Wallen,  Efq.  1772 

Nov.  Gen.* 

Mandarin  Orange 

Eaft-Indies 

H.  Eaft,  Eft].  1788. 

TR  YG  Y. 

Cal.  Perianthium  pentaphyllum,  follolls  oblongis  obtufis  concavis,  tribus  fuperlorlbus  reflexis,  duobus 
inferioribus  patentibus. 

Cor.  Petala  quinque.  Petala  duo  fuperiora  magnitudine  foliolorum  calycis,  plana  obtufa  reflexa 
obovata;  lateralia  duo  paulo  majora  concava  obovata  lunata  minus  reflexa;  inferius  fpatulato- 
obovatum  obtufum  concavum,  lateralibus  majus,  et  genitalibus  approximatum,  patens. 

Stam.  Filamenta  novem,  quorum  quinque  tantum  fertilia,  ad  bafin  cralfa  villofa,  verfus  apices  con- 
torta,  longitudine  insequalia,  antherae  quinque  bicapfulares  fubrotundae.  Sterilia  quatuor 
minora  longitudine  etiam  inaequalia,  antheris  minimis  vel  nullis,  omnia  petalis  fere  dimidio 
breviora. 

PisT.  Germen  oblongum.  Stylus  filiformis  leviter  curvatus,  petalis  et  ftaminibus  longibr.  Stigma 
acutum. 

Per.  longum  triangulate  trivalve,  utrinque  acutum. 

Sem.  trialatum,  alls  lineis  oblongis  fibi  invicem  junfris.  Nux  fragilis  rotunda.  Nucleo  rotundo 
trifulcato. 

Arbor  viginti  pedalis,  cortice  cinereo;  Rami  patentes  numerofi.  Folia  tri  vel  quadripinnata 
fefquipedalia,  foliolis  ovalibus  obtufis  tri-linearibus  teneris  integerrimis  pedicellatis ; glandula  parva 
pedicellata  intra  fingulas  foliolorum  divifiones.  Racemi  axillares  femipedales,  calycis  foliola  fubcar- 
nea,  petalis  albis  ad  bafm  leviter  purpureis.  Pericarpium  pedale  fulcatum,  angulis  acutis.  Calycis 
foliola  et  petala  faepe  irregulariter  reflexa  et  numero  varia,  fed  Petalum  inferius  femper  reftum  et 
genitalibus  approximatum. 

* This  Shrub  has  been  introduced  into  our  Gardens  here  from  England  under  the  above  Title,  but 
I do  not  know  on  what  Authority : the  following  are  it’s  Chara£ters,  as  nearly  as  I have  been  able 
to  afcertain  them. 

Cal.  Perianthium  pentaphyllum  Inferum,  foliolis  parvis  ovatis  ereilis. 

Gob.  Petala  quinque,  laciniis  ovatis  vel  fubrotundis,  ereftis  inferis,  calyce  duplo  longioribus. 

Stam.  Filamenta  decern  circa  Germen  coroprefla,  eredla,  longitudine  Corollse.  Antherae  parva: 
fimplices. 

^ Put. 


VoL.  the  First.  J 


HO  RT  US  HASTEN  SIS. 


43  3 


T R I G Y N I A. 


SiLENE 

Armeria 

Lobel’s  Catchfly 

England 

H.  Eaft,  Efq.  1773. 

P E N T A G 

Y N I A. 

Spondias 

Agrostemma 

Sedun 

/ 

coronaria 

Anacampferot 

South-Sea  Plum 
Rofe  Campion 
Evergreen  Orpine 

Afia 

Italy 

S.  of  France 

Lord  Rodney,  1 78^ 

H,  Eaft,  Efq. 

H.  Eaft,  Efq.  1 79 1 

Clajfis 

XI. 

D O 

D E C A 

N D R I 

A. 

M 0 N 0 G 

Y N I A. 

PoRTULACA 

triangularis 

Triangular-ftalked 

St.  Vincent 

Tho.  Hibbert,  Efq.  1787 

Halesia 

Garcinia 

tetraptera 
cornea  ? * 

J Ul  llaXlC 

Snow-drop  Tree 
Small  Mangoftein 

Carolina 

Eaft-Indies 

H.  Eaft,  Efq.  1789 

Lord  Rodney,  1 782 

T R I G Y 

N I A. 

Reseda 

odorata 

Mignionette 

iEgypt 

M.  Wallen,  Efq,  1773 

ClaJJts  XII. 

I 

C O S A N 

D R I A. 

M 0 N O G 

Y N I A, 

Cactus 

Philadelphus 

Eugenia 

eochiniUifer 

Perejkia 

coronarius 

aromaticus 

Jambos 

Cochineal  Caftus  South- America 

Spanifti  Goofeberry  South-America 

Dwarf  Syringa  S.  of  Europe 

Sweet-fcented  Syringa  New  Zealand 

Rofe-Apple  India 

Monf.  Neiftoux,  1789 

H.  Eaft,  Efq. 

H.  Eaft,  Efq.  1787 

Z.  Bayly,  Efq.  1 76a 

PiST.  Germen  fubrotundum.  Stylus  vix  uUus.  Stigma  comprelTum. 

Per.  Bacca  luclda  membrano  tenui  obtefta,  pulpa  pauciffima. 

Sem.  Duo,  membrano  proprio  tefta,  ftriata,  pill  magnitudine,  ita  ut  duo  applicata  fphaerum  con- 
ftituunt,  et  forte  femen  unicum  in  duo  fiffile. 

Frutex  quatuor  pedalis  inordinate  ramofa,  folia  petiolata  lanceolata-ovata  alterna  glabra  integer- 
rima ; flores  axillares  congefti  fubfeffiles.  Corolla  alba.  Germen  facie  semulat  fru£lum  juniorera 
Citri  Aurantii. 


* This  Tree  was  at  firft  fuppofed  to  be  the  true  Mangoftein,  but  having  perfefted  it’s  fruit,  on  com- 
parifon  with  the  defcription  given  of  the  true  Mangoftein,  we  judge  it  to  be  the  G.  cornea.  Male 
and  Hermaphrodite  flowers  are  found  on  the  fame  Tree. 
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Myrtui 
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Myrtus  toniKums 

var.  romana  Broad-lea  v’d  Myrtle 
belgica  Dutch  Myrtle 
Narrow-leaved 
Mvrtle 


PUKICA 

Ximnatum  jl.  plena  Dble.  flower’d  Pomegr. 

Spain 

Amygdalus 

Perjica 

Peach  Tree 

var.  Nebiarina  Neiftarine  Tree 

tommunis 

Almond  Tree 

Africa 

Prunus 

Armeniaca 

Apricot  Tree 

Cerafus 

Cherry  Tree 

England 

domtjlica 

Plum  Tree 

England 

D I G Y N 

/ A. 

CRATiEGUS 

Oxycantha 

Hawthorn 

Britain 

Crus  Gain 

Cockfpur  Hawthorn 

N.  America 

PE  NTAGYNI  A. 

Mespilus 

germanica 

Dutch  Medlar 

England 

Pyracantha 

Evergreen  Thorn 

Italy 

Pyrus 

Malus 

Apple  Tree 

Britain 

communis 

Pear  Tree 

England 

Cydonia 

Quince  Tree 

Germany 

Mesembryan- 

cryfiallinum 

Ice-Plant 

Greece 

THEMUM 

SplRiEA 

Ulmaria 

Meadow-Sweet 

Eritain 

P 0 L Y G Y 

N I A. 

'Rosa 

lutea 

Yellow  Auftrian  Rofe  Germany 

cinnamemea 

Cinnamon  Rofe 

S.  of  Europe 

centifoha 

Hundred-Icav’d  Rofe 

Spain 

damafcena 

Damalk  Rofe 

France 

gallica 

Red  Rofd 

S.  of  Europe 

tnufcofa 

Mofs  Role 

France 

mo/chata 

Mulk  Rofe 

Italy 

alba 

White  Rofe 

Europe 

ruhiginofa 

Sweet-Brier  Rofe 

Britain 

Rubus 

idteus 

var\  ruber  Red  Rafpberry 

Britain 

albus  White  Rafpberry 

Britain 

P-&AGARIA 

vejca 

var. 

cbihenf.  Chili  Strawberry 

Chili 

praten/.  Hautboy  Strawberry 

Britain 

M.  Wallen,  Efq,  177J 


M.  Wallen,  Efq.  1774 
M.  Wallen,  Efq. 

M.  Wallen,  Efq. 

Dr.  Tho.  Clarke 
Mr.  Kuckan,  1773 
M.  Wallen,  Efq. 

M.  Wallen,  Efq. 


H.  Eafl,  Efq.  1771 
H.  Eafl,  Efq. 


H.  Eaft,  Efq.  1774 
H.  Eaft,  Efq.  1774 

M.  Wallen,  Efq. 

M.  Wallen,  Efq.  1773 
H.  Eaft,  Efq.  1787 

M.  Wallen,  Efq.  177* 


H.  Eaft,  Efq. 

H.  Eaft,  Efq. 

H.  Eaft,  Efq. 

M.  Wallen,  Efq. 

M.  Wallen,  Efq. 

H.  Eaft,  Efq. 

H.  Eaft,  Efq. 

H.  Eaft,  Efq. 

M.  WaUen,  Efq. 

M.  Wallen,  Efq.  1773 
M.  Wallen,  Efq.  1773 

M.  Wallen,  Efq.  1771 
M.  Wallen,  Efq.  177a 
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Clqffis  XIII. 

P 

0 L Y A N 

D R T 

A. 

M 0 N 0 G Y 

N 1 A. 

"Capparts 

fpinifa 

Caper  Shrub 

Italy 

H.  Eaft,  Efq.  t 774 

Papaver 

Rhceas 

Red  Poppy 

Britain 

H.  Eaft,  Efq.  1773 

Thea 

viridis 

Green-Tea  Tree 

China 

Dr.  Tho.  Clarke,  1775 

■Bchea 

Bohea  Tea -Tree 

China 

Mr.  Baker,  1771 

Caryophyllus 

aromat'cut  ^ 

Clove  Tree 

Molucca  Iflands  Dr.  Tho.  Clarke,  1 789 

CiSTUS 

populifolius 

Poplar-leav’d  Ciftus 

Portugal 

H.  Eaft,  Efq.  1 7 79 

incanus 

Hoary-leav’d  Ciftus 

Portugal 

H.  Eaft,  Efq.  1779 

crifpus 

Curled-leav’d  Ciftus 

Portugal 

H.  Eaft,  Efq.  1779 

Tuberaria 

Plantain -leav’d  Ciftus  Portugal 

H.  Eaft,  Efq.  1779 

Delphinium 

grandijloium 

Great-fiower’dLarkfp. 

Siberia 

H.  Eaft,  Efq.  1774 

Confolida 

Branching  Larkfpur 

England 

M.  Wallen,  Efq.  1772 

tlatum 

Bee  Larkfpur 

Siberia 

M.  Wallen,  Efq.  1 773 

Chinefe  Larkfpur 

China 

H.  Eaft,  Efq.  1773 

Aconitum 

Napellus 

Wolfsbane 

France 

' P E N T A G : 

Y N J A. 

Aqutlegia 

vulgaris 

Columbine  Flower 

Britain 

M.  Walkn,  Efq.  1772 

Nigella 

damafcena 

Fennel  Flower 

Spain 

M.  Wallen,  Efq.  1772 

P 0 L Y G Y 

N I A. 

Illicium 

ffirtdanum 

Anifeed  Tree 

Florida 

H.  Eaft,  Efq.  1787 

Liriodendron 

Xuliplfera 

Tulip  Tree 

N.  America 

H.  Eaft,  Efq.  1776 

Magnolia 

grandiflora 

Laurel-leav’d  Magnol.  Carolina 

Mr.  Gale,  1 772 

glauca 

Swamp  Magnolia 

N.  America 

Mr.  Gale,  1772 

acuininatA 

Blue  Magnolia 

N.  America 

H.  Eaft,  Efq.  1788 

Annona 

Cherimoya 

S.  America 

H.  Eaft,  Efq.  1 786 

Anemone 

hortenfis 

Garden  Anemone 

Italy 

M.  Wallen,  Efq,  1775 

Atragene 

indka 

S.  America 

H.  Eaft,  Efq.  1788 

Glematis 

Flammula 

Virgin’s  Bower 

S.  of  France 

Adonis 

autumnalis 

Flos  Adonis 

England 

M.  Wallen,  Efq. 

Kanunculus 

aurieomus 

Wood  Crowfoot 

Britain 

M.  Wallen,  Efq.  1775 

Clafis  XIV. 

D I D Y N A M I A. 


Satureja  hortenfis 

Hyssopus  officinalis 

Nepeta  Cataria 

Lavandula  Spka 


CYMtiOSPER  MI  A. 

Garden  Savory  Italy 

Hyflbp  S.  of  Europe 

Catmint  Britain  H.  Eaft,  Efq. 

Common  Lavender  'S.  of  Europe  M.  Wallen,  Efq.  1774 


’*  Two  of  thefe  Plants  were  prefented  to  Doftor  Clarke  by  Monfieur  Neftoux,  from  the  King’s 
Garden  at  Port  au  Prince;  they  appeared  in  a very  luxuriant  State  of  Growth  on  their  Arrival, 
but  have  fince  died. 


Lavandula 
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Lavandula 

Stadias 

French  Lavender 

S.  of  Europe 

H.  Eaft,  Efq.  1787 

dentata 

Tooth’d-leav’d  Lav. 

S.  of  Europe 

H.  Eaft,  Efq.  1787 

SiDERlTIS 

multlfida 

Canary  Lavender 

Canary  Iflands 

Dr.  Tho.  Clarke,  1784- 
H.  Eaft,  Efq. 

candicans 

Iron-wort 

Madeira 

Mentha 

vhidis 

Spear- Mint 

England 

Glecom  A 

piperita 

Pulegium 

hederacea 

Pepper-Mint 

Pennyroyal 

Ground  Ivy 

England 

Britain 

Britain 

Betonica 

officinalis 

Wood  Betony 

Britain 

FI.  Eaft,  Efq. 

Marrubium 

vulgare 

Horehound 

Britain 

M.  Wallen,  Efq. 

-Origanum 

Onites 

Pot  Marjoram 

Sicily 

Thymus 

Majorana 

vulgaris 

Sweet  Marjoram 
Garden  Thyme 

Italy 

Melissa 

majlichina 

Maftick  Thyme 

Spain 

H.  Eaft,  Efq, 

officinalis 

Balm 

Britain 

Dracocepha- 

Rujifchiana 

Sweden 

H.  Eaft,  Efq.  1788 

LUM 

hloldavica 

Moldavian  Balm 

Moldavia 

M.  Wallen,  Efq.  1774 

OCYMUM 

Bajilicum 

Sweet  Bafil ' 

Perfia 

M.  WaUen,  Efq. 

Antirrhinum 

Vtajtts 

ANGIOSPE 

Snap-dragon 

R M I A. 
England 

T 

M.  Wallen,  Efq.  1773 

afarina 

Toad-flax 

Italy 

H.  Eaft,  Efq.  1773 

Digitalis 

purpurea 

Purple  Fox-glove 

Britain 

H.  Eaft,  Efq.  1787 

ambigiia 

Yellow  Fox- glove 

Switzerland 

H.  Eaft,  Efq.  1 784 

Bignonia 

Catalpa 

Trumpet-flower 

Carolina 

H.  Eaft,  Efq.  1788 

Erowallia 

data 

Upright  Browallia 

Peru 

Dr.  Tho.  Clarke,  1 773 

Sesamum 

orientale 

Vanglo,  or  Oil  Plant 

Eaft-Indies 

Barleria 

prionites 

Thorny  Barleria 

India 

H.  Eaft,  Efq.  1788 

VlTEX 

Agnus  Cajlus 

Chafte  Tree 

Sicily 

Monf.  Neftoux,  1789 
Tho.  Hibbert,  Efq.  1787 

Pedalium 

Murex 

Prickly-fruited  Pedal. 

Eafl-Indies 

Melianthus 

rflajor 

Honey-flower 

C.  of  G.  Hope 

H.  Eaft,  Efq.  1784 

T E T 

C/aJis  XV. 

R A D Y N A M 

I A. 

Xepidiu^ 

latifdium 

S I L J C U L 

Pepper-wort 

0 S A. 

Britain 

H.  Eaft,  Efq.  1788 

iCoCHLE  “RIA 

fativum 

officinalis 

Garden  Crefs 
Scurvy-grafs 

Germany 

Britain 

H.  Eaft,  Efq,  1773 

Iberis 

Armoracia 

umbellata 

Horfe-radifh 

Candy  tuft 

England 

S.  of  Europe 

FI.  Eaft,  Efq.  1775 

Alyssum 

haliinifolium 

Sweet  AlyflTon 

Italy 

H.  Eaft,  Efq.  1774 

incanum 

Hoary  Alyflbn 

Italy 

H.  Eaft,  Efq.  1 788 

.Lunaria 

annua 

Honefty 

Germany 

H.  Eaft,  Efq.  1773 

SILiqUOSA. 
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s I L I qu  0 

S A. 

Sisymbrium 

Na^urtium 

Water-crefs 

Britain 

Cheiranthus 

Cheiri 

Wall-flower 

Britain 

incanus 

Queen’s  Stock 

Italy 

annuus 

Ten-week  Stock 

Spain 

Hesperis 

trijlis 

Night-fmelling  Rocket  Hungary 

SiNAPIS 

alba 

White  Muftard 

Britain 

nigra 

Black  Muftard 

Britain 

Brassxca 

Rapa 

Turnep 

England 

oUracea 

Common  Cabbage 

England 

var,  I. 

Red  Cabbage 

2. 

Savoy  Cabbage 

3- 

Cauliflower 

4- 

Brocoli 

5.  Turnep-rooted  Cabbage 

Raphanus  fatlvus  Gardjn  Radifh  China 

var.  I.  Turnep  Radifh 
2.  Black  Radifli 

Claffis  XVI. 


M 0 

N A D E 

L P H I 

p 

E N T A N 

D R I A. 

Geranium 

malacoides 

Mallow-leav’d  Geran.  S.  of  Europe 

alclilmilloides 

Blantle-leav’d  Geran. 

C.  of  G.  Hope 

coriandrifolium 

Coriander-leav’d  Ger 

. C.  of  G.  Hope 

xonale 

Horfe-flioe  Geran. 

C.  of  G.  Hope 

quercifolium 

Radula 

Oak-leav’d  Geran. 

C.  of  G.  Hope 
C.  of  G.  Hope 

. ’vkifollum 

Ealm-fcented  Geran. 

C.  of  G.  Hope 

capitatum 

Rofe-fcented  Geran. 

C.  of  G.  Hope 

betulinnm 

Bohemicum 

lavigatum 

HermannifoUum 

falmatum 

Birch-leav’d  Geran. 

C.  of  G.  Hope 
C.  of  G.  Hope 
C.  of  G.  Hope 
C.  of  G.  Hope 
C.  of  G.  Hope 

D 

ODECANDRI  A. 

PENTAPETES 

phmnicea 

Scarlet  Pentapetes 

Eaft-Indies 

P 

0 L Y A N 

D R I A. 

Adansonia 

digliata 

Monkies-Bread 

Senegal 

SiDA 

indica 

Indian  Mallow 

India 

Alcea 

rofea 

Holly-hock 

China 

Malva 

capenjit 

Cape  Mallow 

C.  of  G.  Hope 

crtfpa 

Curl’d  Mallow 

Syria 

Lavatera 

rotundlfolia 

Dwarf  Mallow 

Britain 

thuringiaca 

Great-flower’d  Lav. 

Hungary 

M.  Wallen,  Efq.  1772 
M.  Wallen,  Efq.  1772 
H.  Eaft,  Efq.  177a 
H.  Eaft,  Efq.  177a 
M.  Wallen,  Efq. 


A. 


H.  Eaft,  Efq.  1 788 
H.  Eaft,  Efq.  1788 
H.  Eaft,  Efq.  1788 

H.  Eaft.  Efq.  1 788 
H.  Eaft,  Efq.  1788 
M.  Wallen,  Efq. 
M.  Wallen,  Efq. 

H.  Eaft,  Efq.  1778 
H.  Eaft,  Efq.  1 788 
H.  Eaft,  Efq.  1788 
H.  Eaft,  Efq.  1 788 
H.  Eaft,  Efq.  1788 


Dr.  Tho.  Clarke,  1775 


H.  Eaft,  Efq.  P ' 

H.  Eaft,  Efq. 

M.  Wallen,  Efq.  1774 
H.  Eaft,  Efq.  1787 
H.  Eaft,  Efq.  1774 
Capt.  Jones 
M.  Wallen,  Efq.  1773 
Hibiscv.s  ■ 


Hibiscus 

plipulneus 

Poplar-leav’d  Hibifc. 

Eafi:  Indies 

H.  Eaft,  Efq.  1 784. 

mutabilis 

Changeable  Rofe 

Eaft  Indies 

M.  Wallen,  Efq. 

Rofa  finenfis 

China  Rofe 

China 

M.  Wallen,  Efq. 

Jyriacus 

Althsea  frutex 

Syria 

M.  ^\'’ailen,  Efq. 

Jirulneus 

Fig-leav’d  Hibifcus 

Cevlon 

H.  Eaft,  Efq.  1 7S8 

Trionum 

Bladder  Hibifcus 

C.  of  G,  Hope 

H.  Eaft,  Efq.  1788 

Saldariffa 

Sorrel  H?bifcus 

India 

Camellia 

jafonka 

Japan  Rofe 

Japan 

H.  Eaft,  Efq.  1787 

Clajfis  XVII. 

D 

I A D E L . 

P H I 

A. 

D E C A N D 

R T A. 

Erithrina 

Jierlaca 

Herbaceous  Coral-tree  Carolina 

Mr.  Gale,  1772 

grand'ifiora 

Large  flowering  C.  tree 

H.  Eaft,  Efq. 

Spartium 

juncetim 

Spanifli  Broom 

S.  of  Europe 

M.  Wallen,  Efq.  1772 

fcoparium 

Common  Broom 

Britain 

M.  Wallen,  Efq. 

monofpermum 

White-flower’d  Broom  Portugal 

M.  Wallen,  Efq. 

Genista 

candicans 

Hoary  Genifta 

S.  of  Europe 

H.  Eaft,  Efq.  1788 

Ulex 

europaus 

Furze  or  Whin 

Britain 

M.  Wallen,  Efq. 

capenjis 

Cape  Furze 

C.  of  G.  Hope 

H.  Eaft,  Efq.  1 7S2 

Crotalaria 

juncea 

Chinele  Crotalaria 

China 

Dr.  Tho.  Clarke 

retufa 

Wedge-lea v'd  Crot. 

Eaft-Indles 

verrucofa 

Blue -flower’d  Crot. 

Eaft-Indies 

H.  Eaft,  Efq. 

Crotalaria 

pallida  * 

Pale-flower’d  Crotal. 

Africa 

Dr.  Tho.  Clark,  1 77  J 

labwn'folia 

Shrubby  Crotalaria 

Afia 

H.  Eall,  Efq.  1791 

qulnqutfolia 

India 

H.  Eaft,  Efq.  1791 

Ononis 

rotundifolia 

Switzerland 

H.  Eaft,  Efq.  1791 

Arachis 

hypog^ea 

Earth  Nuts  or  Pindars  South- America 

Lupinus 

albus 

White  Lupine 

M.  Wallen,  Efq.  1775 

varius 

Blue  Lupine 

Sicily 

M.  Wallen,  Efq,  1773 

angujlfolius 

Narrow-leav’d  Lupine 

Spain 

H.  Eaft,  Efq.  1 780 

luteus 

Yellow  Lupine 

Sicily 

M,  Wallen,  Efq.  1773 

Phaseolus 

vulgaris 

Kidney -Bean 

India 

Dolichos 

Lahlab 

Black-feeded  Dolichos  .^Egypt 

H.  Eaft,  Efq.  1 789 

finenft 

Chinefe  Dolichos 

Eaft-Indies 

H.  Eaft,  Efq.  1789 

Glycine 

triloba 

India 

H.  Eaft,  Efq.  1791 

Clitoria 

ternatea 

Blue  Clitoria 

Eaft-Indies 

fl.  albo 

White  Clitoria 

Bisum 

fativum 

Garden  Pea 

S,  of  Europe 

Lathyrus 

odoratus 

Sweet  Pea 

Sicily 

M.  Wallen,  Efq.  1773 

var. 

Painted  Lady  Pea 

Ceylon 

H.  Eaft,  Efq.  1781 

tlngitanus 

Tangier  Pea 

Africa 

H.  Eaft,  Efq.  1781 

latifolius 

Broad-leav’d  Pea 

England 

H.  Eaft,  Efq.  1781 

ViCIA 

Faba 

Garden  Bean 

iEgypt 

Cytisus 

Laburnum 

Common  Laburnum 

Auftria 

M.  Wallen,  Efq.  1773 

Cajan 

Pigeon  Pea 

Eaft-Indies 

Kobivia 

hifpida 

‘ Rofe-Acacia 

Carolina 

H.  Eaft,  Efq.  1786 

grandifit  ' 

Large-flower’d  Acacia  Eaft-Indies 

H,  Eaft)  Efq.  1 782 

* Hort.  Kew,  vol.  iii.  p.  ao. 
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Robinia 

mltls 

Eaft  Indies 

H.  Eaft,  Efq.  i 792 

CORONILLA 

valenttna 

Shrubby  Coronilla 

Spain 

H.  Eaft,  Efq.  1788 

arabica 

Arabian  Coronilla 

Arabia 

H.  Eaft,  Efq.  1 788 

minima 

Small  Coronilla 

S.  of  Europe 

H.  Eaft,  Efq.  1 788 

iEsCHYNOMENE 

grandijlora 

Pea-Tree 

Eaft-Indies 

J.  G.  Kemeys,  Efq.  1774 
Dr.  Tho.  Clarke,  1775 

Sejban 

Egyptian  Pea-Tree 

Egypt 

aquatica 

Swamp  Pea-Tree 

Eaft-Indies 

H.  Eaft,  Efq.  1780 

Hedysarum 

gyrans 

Moving  Plant 

Eaft-Indies 

Dr.  Tho.  Clarke,  1775 

Galega 

furpurea 

Purple  Galega 
Dark-flower’d  Lotus 

Eaft-Indies 

H.  Eaft,  Efq.  1790 

Lotus 

jacobeeus 

Azores 

H.  Eaft,  Efq.  1J90 

Medicaco 

polymorpha 

Dar.  Jcutellata  Snail  Medick 

Europe 

H.  Eaft,  Efq. 

’ 

intertexta 

Hedge-hog  Medick 

Europe 

M.  Wallen,  Efq. 

Clafis  XVIII. 

P 0 

LYADELPH 

1 A. 

PENTANDRI  A, 

Theobroma 

Ambroma 

Cacao 

augufta 

Chocolate  Nut-Tree  S.  America 
Maple-leav’d  Ambroma  New  S.  Wales 

H.  Eaft,  Efq.  1791 

D 

ODECANDRI  A. 

Monsonia 

fpeclofa 

Fine-leav’d  Monfonia  C.  of  G.  Hope 

H.  Eaft,  Efq.  1791 

Citrus 

ICOSANDRI  A. 
Media  Citron-Tree  Afia 

var.  I.  Lemon-Tree 

2.  Lime-Tree 

' 3.  Sweet  Lime-Trea 

4.  Forbidden-fruit-Tree 

5.  Grape-fruit-Tree 

Auraniium  Seville  Orange-Tree  India 

var.  Ci'ina  Orange-Tree 

Decumana  Shaddock-Tree  India 

Hypericum 

balearicum 

mmogynutn 

POLYANDRI  A. 

St.  John’s-wort  Majorca 

Chinefe  St.  John’s  wort  China 

H.  Eaft,  Efq.  1788 

H.  Eaft,  Efq.  1788 

ClaJJis  XIX. 

SYNGENESI 

A, 

P 0 L Y G A M I A JE  q U A L J S. 

SoNCHUS 

Lactuca 

VoL.  I. 

cleraceus 

Jdtiva 

Sow-thiftle  Britain 

Garden  Lettuce 

3 R 

- Leontodon 

Leontodon 
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Leontodon 

Taraxacum  * 

Dandelion 

Britain 

CiCHORIUM 

Endivia 

Endive 

Cynara. 

var.  crifpi 
Scolymus 

2 Curled-leav’d  Endive 
French  Artichoke 

S.  of  France 

Cardunculus 

Cardoon  Artichoke 

Candia 

Crepis 

barbata 

Spanifh  Hawk-weed 

S.  of  France 

Spilanthus 

Acmella 

Balm-leav’d  Spilanthus  Ceylon 

POL 

. Y G A M I A SUPERFLl 

TANACETrM 

vnlgare 

Garden  Tanfey 

Britain 

Artemisia 

Abrotanum 

Southernwood 

S.  of  Europe 

Abjinthium 

Wormwood 

Britain 

Gnaphalium 

fcetldum 

Strong-fcented  Ever- 

C.  of  G.  Hope 

Xeranthe-  7 

MUM  f 

fpcciojijjimum 

lading 

Shevvy  Xeranthemum  C.  of  G.  Hope 

Aster' 

fruticcfus 

Shrubby  After 

C.  of  G.  Hope 

chinexjis 

Chinefe  After 

China 

Amellus 

Italian  After 

Italy 

Bellis 

perennis 

Field  Daify 

Britain 

Tagetes 

patula 

French  Marygold 

Mexico 

erefia 

African  Marygold 

Mexico 

Zinnia 

multiflora 

Red  Zinnia 

N.  America 

Chrysan-  ] 

^ coronarium 

Garden  Chryfanthe- 

Sicily 

Britain 

THEMUM  J 

Anthemis 

1 

nobilis 

muiti 

Camomile 

Achillea 

millefolium 

Milfoil,  or  Yarrow 

Britain 

POL 

Y G A M I A F R 

US  TRAN, 

Helianthus 

annuus 

Common  Sun-flower 

Mexico 

indicus 

tuberofus 

Dwarf  Sun-flower 
Jerufalem  Artichoke 

Brazil 

Kudbeckia 

laciniata 

Virginia 

hirta 

American  Sun-flower 

Canada 

Centaure 

Cyanus 

Blue-bottle 

Britain. 

POL 

Y G A M I A N E 

C E S S A R 

Calendula 

tfflcinalis 

Garden  Marygold 

S.  of  Europe 

Arctotis 

calendulacea 

Marygold  Arftotis 

C.  of  G.  Hope. 

Lobelia 

Jiphilitica 

M 0 N 0 G A 

Blue  Cardinal-flower 

MIA. 

Virginia 

Viola 

odcrata 

Sweet  Violet 

Britain 

var. 

Double-flower’d  Violet  Britain 

tricolor 

Heart’s-eafe  or  Eanfies 

Impatiens 

Bal/amina 

Garden  Balfam 

Eaft-Indies 

[Appx.  io 
M.  Wallen,  Efq.  1774 


H.  Eaft,  Efq.  1788 
A 

M.  Wallen,  Efq. 


H.  Eaft,  Efq.  178? 

H.  Eaft,  Efq.  1775 

H.  Eaft,  Efq.  1784 
M.  Wallen,  Efq.  177^ 
H.  Eaft,  Efq.  1780 
M.  Wallen,  Efq.  1773, 


H.  Eaft,  Efq.  1772. 

H.  Eaft,  Efq.  1774 

Mrs.  EHincomb,  1783 
M.  Wallen,  Efq. 

E A. 

H.  Eaft,  Efq. 

H.  Eaft,  Efq. 

■ H.  Eaft,  Efq.  1 789- 
H.  Eaft,  Efq.  1790  ” 

M.  Wallen,  Efq.  1774 

I A. 

M.  Wallen,  Efq.  1773 
H.  Eaft,  Efq.  1783 


Monf.  No(ftoux,*i789. 
M.  Wallen,  Efq.  1773 
H.  Eaft,  Elq.  1 789 
Mrs.  Brodbelt,  1 769 
M.  Wallen,  Efq.  1773. 
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Clajis  XX. 


Y N 
D I 


'A  N 

AND 


D 

R 


R I 

I A. 


A. 


Limodqrum 

EPIDErTDRUM 

tuberojum 
Tankcrvilllce 
V unilla 

Tuberous-rooted  Lim.  N.  America 
Chinefe  Limodorum  China 

Vanilla  S.  America 

T R I A N D 

R I A. 

SiSYRIN'CHIUM 

bermudiana 

N.  America 

■ P E N T A N 

D R I A.- 

P-ASSIFLORA 

maliformU  ? 
carulta 

Water  Lemon 
Paflion  Flower 

Barbadoes 

Brazil 

POL  Y A N 

D R I aJ^ 

Arum 

Calla 

hicolor  *■ 
athiopica 

Painted  Arum 

C.  of  G.  Hope 

■ 

Claffis  XXL 

M 0 N 0 E 

C I A. 

MONANDRI  A. 

CaSU  ARINA 
Artocarpus 

equifetifolia 

integrifilia 

Indian  Jaca  Tree 

Eaft-Indies 

Eaft-Indies 

Typha 

Coix 

Phyllanthvs 


■Buxxjs 

Urtica 


Morus 


.Amarahth;^ 


TRIANDRI  A. 
latifolia  Large  Reed-mace  Britain  / 

Laeryma  Jobi  Job’s  Tears  Eaft-Indies 

Niruri  Annual  Phyllanthws  Eaft- Indies 

TETRANDRI  A. 

fempervlrent  Bocc-tree  England 

dioica  Common  Nettle  Britain 

urem  ' LelTer  Nettle  Britain 

alba  White  Mulberry  Tree  China 

nigra  Common  Mulb.  Tree  Italy 

rubra  Red  Mulberry  Tree  Carolina 

papyrifera  Paper  Mulberry  Tree  Japan 

PENTANDRI  A. 

melancholicus  Two-colour’d  Amar.  Eaft-Indies 

tricolor  , Three-colour’d  Amar.  Eaft-Indief 

cruintus  Bloody  Amaranth  Eaft-Indies 

* Hort,  vol.  iii.  p.  316. 
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H.  Eaft,  Efq.  1787 
Mr.  Tliame,  1787 


M.  Wallen,  Efq.  1 780 


H.  Eaft,  Efq. 

H.  Eaft,  Efq.  1787 


H.  Eaft,  Efq.  1788 
Lord  Rodney,  1786 


M.  Wallen,  Efq. 
H.  Eaft,  Efq.  178* 


M.  Wallen,  Efq. 
M.  Wallen,  Efq. 

H.  Eaft,  Efq. 

H.  Eaft,  Efq.  1784 
M.  Wallen,  Efq. 
H.  Eaft,  Efq.  1774 
H.  Eaft,  Efq.  1 779 


M.  Wallen,  Efq.  1773 
M.  Wallen,  Efq.  1773 
M.  Wallen,  Efq.  1773 
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POL  Y A N D R I A. 


Quercus 

Ilex 

Evergreen  Oak  Tree 

S.  of  Europe 

H.  Eaft,  Efq.  1787 

Suber 

Cork  Tree 

S.  of  Europe 

H.  Eaft,  Efq. 

rubra 

Red  Oak  Tree 

N.  America 

Mr.  Thame,  1788 

alba 

White  Oak  Tree 

Virginia 

Mr.  Thame,  1788 

Robur 

Common  Oak  Tree 

Britain 

M.  Wallen,  Efq.  177J 

JuGLANS 

regia 

Walnut  Tree 

Perfia 

M.  Wallen,  Efq.  1 774 

alba 

White  Hickery  Tree 

N.  America 

M.  W^allen,  Efq.  1786 

nigra 

Black  Walnut  Tree 

N.  America 

Mr.  Jones,  1 786 

Fagus 

Cajianea 

Chefnut  Tree 

England 

Mrs.  Brodbelt 

fumila 

Dwarf  Chefnut  Tree 

N.  America 

M.  Wallen,  Efq. 

CORYLUS 

Avellana 

Hazel-nut  Tree 

Britain 

M.  Wallen,  Efq.  1775 

Platanus 

orientalis 

Oriental  Plane  T ree 

Levant 

M.  Wallen,  Efq. 

occidentalis 

America  Plane  T ree 

N.  America 

Mr.  Thame,  1775 

M 0 N A D E L 

P H I A. 

PlNUI 

fylveftris 

Common  Pine  Tree 

Europe 

M.  Wallen,  Efq.  1775 

Phiafler 

Clulter  Pine  Tree 

Europe 

M.  Wallen,  Efq.  1775 

Pinea 

Stone  Pine  Tree 

Europe 

M.  Wallen,  Efq.  1775 

Cemhra  , 

Siberian  Pine  Tree 

Siberia 

M.  Wallen,  Efq.  1775 

Strobus 

Wevmquth  Pine  TreeN.  America 

M.  Wallen,  Efq.  1775 

Cedrus 

Cedar  of  Libanon 

Levant 

H.  Eaft,  Efq.  1788 

Larix 

White  Larch  Tree 

Germany 

H.  Eaft,  Efq.  1 788 

Thuja 

orientalis 

Chinefe  Arbor  Vitae 

China 

H.  Eaft,  Efq.  1775 

CUPRESSU$ 

fempervirens 

var.JlriRa 

Upright  Cyprefs  Tree  Candia 

H.  Eaft,  Efq.  1 773 

" 

horizontalis 

Spreading  Cypr.  Tree  Candia 

Mr.  Thame,  1 786 

difticha 

Deciduous  Cypr.  Tree  N.  America 

Mr.  Salt,  1 786 

juniperoides 

African  Cyprefs  Tree 

C.  of  G.  Hope 

H.  Eaft,  Efq.  1789 

Croton 

febiferum 

Tallow  Tree 

China 

John  Ellis,  Efq.  1 765; 

\ E 

Y N G E N 

E S J A. 

Momordica 

Eadfamina 

Smooth  Cerafee 

India 

Charantia 

Hairy  Cerafee 

Eaft  Indies 

CuCURBlTA 

Pepo 

Pumpkin  Gourd 

A 

Mehpepo 

Squafli  Gourd 

Citrullus 

Water  Melon 

S.  of  Europe 

CuCUMIS 

Melo 

Common  Melon 

Dudaim 

Apple-fliap’d  Cucum.  Levant 

H.  Eaft,  Efq. 

Jativus 

Common  Cucumber 

flexueftis 

Turkey  Cucumber 

SlCYOl 

angulata 

Chocho  Vine 

America 

CUJti 
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Pandanus 

odoratijjimus 

Screw  Pine 

Ceylon 

Lord  Rodney,  1782 

D I A N D R I A. 

Salix 

bahylonica 

Weeping  Willow 

Italy 

H.  Eaft,  Efq.  1783 

T E T R A N L 

> R I A. 

Myeica 

eerifera 

Candleberry  Myrtle 

Carolina 

Dr.  Tho.  Clarke,  1775 

PENTANDR  I A. 

PlSTACIA 

Spjnaci  A 
Cannabis 

officinarum 

Terehinthus 

Lentifcus 

oleracea 

Jdtiva 

Piftachia  Tree 
Turpentine  Tree 
Maftick  Tree 

Garden  Spinage 

Hemp 

Greece 

S.  of  Europe 

S.  of  Europe 

India 

H.  Eaft,  Efq.  1783 

H.  Eaft,  Efq.  1 790 

H.  Eaft,  Efq.  1 789 

M.  Wallen,  Efq. 

H E X A N D 

R / A. 

SUILAX 

Sarfaparilla 

Sarfaparilla 

America 

Z.  Bayly,  Efq.  1765* 

0 C T A N D: 

R I A. 

POPULUS 

bal/amifera 

Tacamahac  Poplar  Tree  Siberia 

H.  Eaft,  Efq.  1791 

D E C A H D 

R I A. 

SCHINUS  , 

moUe 

Peruvian  Maftick  Tree 

Peru 

H.  Eaft,  Efq.  1783 

Clafis  XXIIL 

POLYGAMIA. 


M O N O E CIA. 

Nov.  Gek.?  Bichy  Treef  Guinea 

Terminalia 

*.  It  was  firft  planted  by  Mr.  Bayly,  at  Nonfuch  Plantation,  in  St.  Mar)’’s  parilh,  and  grew  with  great 
luxuriancy,  but  feems  not  to  have  been  generally  cultivated  with  that  care  which  it  merits. 

f This  Tree  is  noticed  by  Sir  Hans  Sloane  in  his  Natural  Hiftory  of  Jamaica,  as  having  been  .im- 
o ported  from  the  Coaft  of  Guinea,  and  planted  in  the  mountains  of  Liguanea;  it  ftill  continues  to 
grow  there,  as  well  as  in  many  other  parts  of  the  South  Side  of  the  Ifland : the  following  Qhaif^dlers 
were  taken  from  a Tree  growing  in  the  Garden,  which  perfedted  its  fruit. 


Hermaphroditus  Flos, 

Cal.  Nullus. 

Cor.  Monopetala  quinquepartita  infera,  laciniis  ovatis  acutis  craffis  fubvillofis,  ftrjatis  patento-eredfls. 
Nedtarium  concavuin,  includens  Germen,  margme  decem-dentato. 

* Stam. 
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Terminalia 

Acer 

Mimosa 

Cfj/appa  , Ealb-lndles 

Pfeudo' Plat  anus  Sycimope  Tree  Britain 

ruhrum  Red  Maple  Virginia 

fcnjitiva  Senfitive  Plant  ^ Brazil 

farnejiana  Sweet-fcented  Mimofi  Eaft-Indies 

nilotica  Gum  Arabic  Tree  Egypt 

Lebbeck  Aigyptian  Senfitive  Egypt 

Senegal  Gum  Senegal  Tree  Arabia 

' Dr.  Tho.  Clarke,  1790 
H.  Eaft,  Efq.  1787 

H.  Eaft,  Efq.  1 790 

H.  Eaft,  Efq.  1788 

Dr.  Tho.  Clarke,  1775 
Lord  Rodney,  1782 

Tho.  Hibbert,  Efq.  1787 

D I 0 E 

CIA. 

Fraxinus 

Otnus 

Manna  Alh 

Calabria 

Dr.  Tho.  Clarke,  1775 

T R I 0 E 

CIA. 

Ceratonia 

Ficus 

Siliqna 

Carica 

St.  John’s-bread 

Fig  Tree 

Sicily 

S.  of  Europe 

Dr.  Tho.  Clarke,  1775 

P A I. 

M IE. 

' 

Cycas 

Phoenix 

circinalls 

dabljlfera. 

Sago  Palm 

Date  Palm  Tree 

Eafl-Indies 

Levant 

Dr.  Tho.  Clarke,  1775 ' 

St  AM.  Filamenta  decern  breviffima  vel  nulla.  Antherae  didymae  in  orbem  difpofitse  et  extus  Neftarii 
dentibus  coalitae. 

PisT.  Germen  fubrotundum  quinque-fulcatum  hirfutum.  Stigmata  quinque  crafla  reflexa  fubcon- 
torta,  germini  incumbentia. 

Per.  Capfula  magna  fubovata  gibbofa,  leniter  incurvata,  unilocularis,  bivalvis,  futura  dorfali  promi- 
nente. 

Sem.  Plura  angulata  imbricata,  (ingulum  cortice coriaceo  proprio  obte6lum. 

Mafculi  Flores. 

Cal.  & Cor.  ut  in  Flore  hermaphrodito,  fed  \ majores. 

St  AM.  ut  in  Flore  hermaphrodito.  ■*  : 

Fist.  Germen  nullum. , Stigmatum  quinque  rudimenta  parva  e medio  Nedlarii  orta. 

Arbor  inelegans  ramofa,  cortice  fubfufco  truncus  tegitur;  folia  habet  alterna  pedicellata  Integra 
oblonga  venofa  glabra  acuminata,  margine  undulato,  ficca,  laurina,  ad  extremitatem  ramulorum 
congefta;  pedicellis  utrinque  tumidis  vel  ganglionofis.  Racemi  compofiti  breves,  plerumque  e ramis 
majoribus  orti.  Corolla  lutea,  laciniae  fingulae  ftriis  tribus  purpureis  intus  notat£ ; odor  valde  in- 
gralus.  A Nigritis  in  Jamaica  vocatur  Bichy  vel  Colu,  et  ibi  femina  per  fe  vel  cum  Saleet  CapAco 
commifta  ad  dolqres  ventriculi  pro  remedio  habentur. 


END  OF  V O L.  I, 
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